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AUGUST, of heroes and heroines.  A shout out to our very own 
unsung heroes and their untold stories. Mobility. Movement. 
Logistics. These are the drivers who risked and lost lives to ferry 
thousands of mostly fired up teenagers, precious cargo, the 
wounded, civilians, warriors, defenders, brave hearts, soldiers, 
comrades, arms, food, supplies, was driven throughout the 

country, across boarders…for there was indeed… A CAUSE.

In this month’s packed edition, hurry to be the first to drive the 
latest Mazda BT50, double or single cab variant, in Zimbabwe! 

Wow!

Ergonomics : a science concerned with designing and 
arranging things people use so that the people and things 
interact most efficiently and safely, is a must do lifestyle for 
serious DRIVEtorque participants. The latest version of the 

world's most popular SAC, the BMW X6 M Competition is a 

brutal yet super luxurious automotive cocktail. The BYD T3 
electric van is the way to go, for all your delivery needs, no fuel 
or maintenance fuss: accessible, versatile. For absolutely 
priceless tips for buying a second-hand bakkie, keep on 
flipping the pages. Objections to acquiring a RAV4 fade as 

submissions win the case for the RAV4.

Our AUTONEWS MAKER, Godwin Kwenda of Legite 
Automotive is a constantly evolving, astute trusted, veteran 
mechanic, running an excellent technical and great vehicle 
repair outfit, combining timeless faithfulness with cutting age 

diagnostics.

Ladies! DRIVEtorque is dishing up a delightful treat i.e. 
developing partnerships with unique, female –inclusive- 
standards- approved garages, for user friendly fair service. Just 

for you!
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Autonews Maker

autonews maker

Dictionary

auto newsmaker|

/ˈɔːtəʊ njuːzmeɪkə/

a newsworthy person in the motoring industry.

Integrity, wisdom, communicator, self-awareness, gratitude, leaner, influencer, empathy, star, celebrity, respect, superstar, big-name, famous name, household 
name, leading edge, trend setter, disrupter, innovator, big-shot, positive thinker, luminary, leading-light, leader, focused, mentor, prominent, accomplished, goal 
getter, results-driven, achiever, deliver, talented, team player, intelligence, confidence, accountability, humility, resilience, vision

Godwin Kwenda - Managing Director of Drivus World
IF ONLY we had our own bank of 
movies capturing scenes of life 
from the ‘60s,’ 70s, ‘80s in our 
country! What a treasure it would 
be! 

For those of us who grew up in 
rural Zimbabwe in a bygone era, 
the sight of a broken-down bus 
was an awfully depressing sight. 
Bags. Cases. Sacks. Goats. 
Chickens ( that is why they are 
called chicken buses by the way) 
People awaiting, at designated 
bus stops.  Heads shaking, arms 
folded over the heads.  No bus 
today ? Dhololo!

It meant a domino effect of no 
trip, no business to town or 
anywhere out of the locality. 
Elaborate preparations halted. 
Plans aborted. Deadlines missed. 
Opportunities lost. In those days, 
transport, vehicles in the 

Zimbabwean rural countryside 
was markedly scarce.

The stationary bus forlorn, never 
ever got vandalised. Safe.  After a 
week or so of the breakdown, 
mechanics clad in worksuits 
would turn up, and within hours 
the bus roars into life and is back 
on the road again. 

This created heroes among the 
locals. Such was the case with 
Godwin Kwenda. He is arguably 
one of Zimbabwe’s best technical 
minds in the vehicle repair 
business.

Today, Kwenda owns a thriving 
company, Legite Automotive 
trading as DRIVUS World, a giant 
in the car industry in Zimbabwe.
“Growing up, we used to see a 
vehicle broken down for two 
weeks, waiting for the 

mechanic to come was like 
waiting for a superhero,” 
Kwenda laughingly quips.

“For me, that bothered me. 
That’s when the passion for 
motor mechanics started. It 
basically started when I was 
doing my ‘O’ Levels in 1988.”

Kwenda worked as a clerk after 
leaving school, for two different 
companies.

His entrance into the motor 
industry was in 1991, joining 
Chiredzi Motors as an apprentice.
This sparked off his committed 
romance with the motor industry.
After Croco Motors acquired 
Chiredzi Motors a few years later, 
Kwenda immediately left. He 
went to  join Supreme Motors .  
He enjoyed working there for two 
years.

He would soon retrace his roots, 
wooed to and returning to Croco 
to take over the role of workshop 
foreman. He rose in the ranks to 
become services manager.

As his reputation grew, Kwenda 
was transferred to the capital 
Harare, by Croco to become a 
workshop manager at Mount 
Pleasant.

Kwenda owes a debt of gratitude 
to Croco.

“I went through lots of rigorous 
training,” he gushes 
enthusiastically. “I give credit to 
Croco, they have a great culture 
of really training people well.”

Toyota, Ford, Land Rover, Mazda, 
Renault: Kwenda worked on all 
these brands during his Croco 
days.
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END

With Croco, Kwenda soared. He 
held the positions of service 
manager and group technical 
manager, until he left to start his 
own business. 

Kwenda owns and manages 
Legite, located in the Southerton 
industrial area of Harare. Now a 
big-time business owner as 
opposed to being a factory 
worker, Kwenda still feels the 
urge however, and is determined 
to be hands on and to be right in 
the thick of things.

“I am still pretty much as 
hands-on as I was in 1990,” 
Kwenda says. “I love to get my 
hands dirty. There is nothing as 
satisfying as spending time 
with a machine, coaxing, 
prodding, diagnosing, 

pondering, figuring out, till 
there is a perfect fit and she is 
as good as new”

He believes in continuous self 
-development. He has gone a 
step further, advancing himself 
academically by acquiring a 
Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration.

Legite has been in business since 
2018.

“My motivation was to take my 
passion to higher levels. There 
is always more to learn and to 
improve. Kaizen.  My passion  is 
simply fixing cars. My vision is a 
growing big business 
development process to 
achieve greater success.”

If you own the car, you probably 
know by now which side the tank 
is on, but if it’s a new car or a 
rental, this easy tip might help 
save you some hassle. Many 
drivers will already know this, but 
there are still those who won’t, 
seeing as it is only on fairly newer 
car models.

If you look at the gas indicator in 
the gauge cluster on most new 
vehicles, you should see a tiny 
arrow next to the pump icon 

pointing either left or right. This is 
showing you which side of the 
vehicle the gas tank is on, so you’ll 
never have to stick your head out 
the window again to check.

Keep in mind this is not the case 
on most older model cars. They 
likely won’t have the little, helpful 
arrow. However, some will still 
have a hose on the little gas 
pump indicator that shows which 
side the tank is on.

Why should motorists take their 
vehicles to Legite instead of its 
competitors?

“Well,” says Kwenda. “Legite is 
flexible, and it’s a one-stop 
shop. We cater for fleet owners, 
a range of corporates, 
government and parastatals. 
Engines are beauties to us not 
just machines. Our passion to 
bring them to life and to keep 
them running smoothly sets us 
apart from the average service 
provider. We are driven from 
within. We are for customer 
wholistic satisfaction.”

Another unique feature of Legite 
is the transparent manner in their 
operations.

“We don’t actually make a 

mystery on how we work or hide 
what we do. We are open to 
scrutiny,” Kwenda remarks. “Our 
workshop is also our reception. 

The customer is most welcome 
to actually observe what goes 
on while their vehicle is being 
worked on, if they so wish. We 
do not believe in baby dumping.  
The vehicle owners are free to 
interact and ask questions. 
They too become familiar and 
knowledgeable about their 
treasured vehicle.  

We have a multi-brand 
diagnosis machine which can 
diagnose various vehicles from 
all markets. We also have truly 
dedicated team of technicians 
for vehicles of every brand.”

Godwin Kwenda - The Fixer

How to tell which side of 
the car your fuel tank is on.
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THE FANTASTIC all new 
Mercedes-Benz C-Class is 
coming! It will carry over with it 
the same derivatives from the 
previous generation. This marks 
the first Mercedes-Benz model 
series to feature a fully electrified 
lineup. Yes, every new C-Class 
model will feature an electrified 
system. For real! More on that 
later.

Zimoco reckons that they will 
have stock before the end of this 
year. Mercedes-Benz shall be 
producing the new C-Class. So, 
we are likely to expect to begin to 
see this model around here early 
or mid-2022.

Minor updates to the 
Mercedes-Benz C-Class style.

The C-Class is incredibly 
successful and well-known series 
for Mercedes-Benz. It comes as 
no surprise therefore, when the 
exterior was not changed too 
much. The most notable change 
has been the grill and headlight 
shapes. Where the grill used to be 
wider at the top and curve 
downward, it is now reversed. The 
headlights are more flat but they 
are still shapely in order to flow 
with the new differential grill 
shape.

If we were to describe this feature 
with an acronym, we would 
render it as such:  the older 
Mercedes-Benz C-Class smiled 
and the new one grits its teeth. 
How is that? 

While the exterior keeps to the 
same successful design, the 
interior spots a much bigger 
change. Out going are the small 
screens and incoming are the 
massive screens that dominate 
the interior. The infotainment 
system is controlled by a portrait 
screen measuring at 10.25-inches 

or an optional 11.9-inches.

The second screen in a 
high-definition LCD digital 
instrument display that floats 
above the dashboard. It can 
either be 10.25-inches or 
12.3-inches. These two screens 
come equipped with the 
second-generation MBUX system 
and can get three display styles 
with different colours and motifs. 
For an even more high tech look, 
ambient lighting with optical 
fibre technology can be specified 
to your liking.

All the derivatives we knew are 
now electrified.

Each derivative is electrified by an 
integrated starter-generator and 
48 V technology. Manual 
gearboxes have also been 
discarded in most markets with 
the 9G-Tronic automatic 
transmission. The buyer will also 
get the voice of rear-wheel drive 
or the 4Matic all-wheel drive.

The C180 (entry-level model) and 
the C200 will both receive the 
same 1.5-litre turbocharged 
4-cylinder motor. The C180 will 
produce 125 kW and 250 Nm 
while the tuned C200 gets 150 kW 
and 300 Nm. In the 4Matic 
all-wheel-drive guise, they will 
sprint to 100 km/h in 8.6 seconds 
and 7,1 seconds respectively.

The current range-topping 
model, C300, will get a 
turbocharged 2,0-litre 4-cylinder 
petrol engine. With a new 
twin-scroll turbo setup, the 
model boasts 190 kW and 400 
Nm. This gets it to 100 km/h in 
just 5,9 seconds.

Diesel models will also be 
available with a 2,0-litre 
turbodiesel engine. They will each 
gain an extra 15 kW of extra 

electric boost. As for the hybrids, 
they are expected to become 
available soon after the launch.

As an optional feature that buyers 
can specify, the Mercedes-Benz 
C-Class can come with rear-wheel 
steering. This will help create a 

tighter turning circle at low speed 
and enhance the maneuverability 
at higher speeds. It does so by 
turning the rear wheels in the 
same direction as the front ones.

Visit Zimoco today and place your 
orders. Spec it to your liking. 

Coming soon…
The New Mercedes-Benz C-Class
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IT PROMISES to be a fast seller 
that will serve to build onto the 
Corolla’s solid reputation. 
DRIVEtorque took it for a spin.
Since its introduction in 1966, the 
Toyota Corolla nameplate has 
sold more units than any other 
car on the planet! It is quickly 
closing in on 50-million sales! 
With the addition of the all new 
Corolla Cross, you get the sense 
that it is about to become even 
more popular.

The all-new Corolla Cross is based 
on the Toyota TNGA-C platform 
that it shares with the current 
Corolla, but it arrives with a very 
different style. It is a punchy 
package that mirrors the look of 
the larger RAV4, which is not such 
a bad thing. It wants to shout 
rugged and versatile albeit in a 
subdued scaled down 
sub-compact package.

When it lands, the Corolla Cross 
will be offered in L, LE and the top 
XLE models. The latter arrives 
with a seven-inch digital 
instrumentation cluster and an 
eight-inch, free-standing 
infotainment touchscreen that 
works with a nine-speaker JBL 
sound system — the lower 
models get a seven-inch 
infotainment screen. You will also 
find a 10-way power driver’s seat 
for good measure, although the 
SofTex-trimmed seating did not 
quite do it for me.

The welcome news, however, is 
Apple CarPlay, Android Auto, and 
heated front seats are standard 
on all models. Select options will 
include a power moonroof, power 
liftgate, wireless charging, and a 
choice of accessories designed to 
carry bikes and the like.

As for space and utility, the 
Corolla Cross fairs well. While the 
wheelbase is 50-millimetres 
shorter than the RAV4, there is 

still 812-mm of rear seat legroom 
and ample headroom, so a pair of 
six-footers will fortunately not be 
grumbling. Of course, practicality 
is key. The Corolla Cross has 
around 720-litres with the seats 
up in the front-drive model and 
690L in the all-wheel-drive unit. 
Toyota does not give the cargo 
capacity with the 
60/40-split/folding seats down, 
but visually it looks to double.

Toyota’s Safety Sense 2.0 suite of 
active safety aids is standard on 
all models. If Cross’s package 
mirrors that of the Corolla hatch, 
this means a pre-Collision system 
with pedestrian and bicycle 
detection, lane departure 
warning with keep assist, 
adaptive cruise control with lane 
centering and auto high beams. 
Blind spot monitoring is expected 
to be standard on the LE and XLE 
models.

The Corolla Cross is powered by a 
2.0-litre four-cylinder that makes 
169 horsepower and 150 lb-ft of 
torque. It works with a 
continuously variable 
transmission (CVT) to drive the 
front or all-four wheels.

One of the plusses is the Direct 
Shift transmission. It uses a 
proper mechanical first gear 
before switching over to operate 
like a regular CVT once moving. 
This simple change allows more 
power to be fed to the wheels, 
which improves the initial pickup 
and overall performance. It also 
gives the Corolla Cross the 
wherewithal to tow a 
680-kilogram trailer.

Powering this new Corolla 
development is a familiar 1.8-litre 
petrol engine, producing 103 kW 
and 177 Nm. Toyota will also be 
offering a hybridized version, 
which adds an electric motor to 
the powertrain, producing 54 kW 

and 163 Nm, in conjunction with a 
mild tune of the 1.8-litre petrol 
engine, set at 73 kW and 142 Nm.

Drive is to the front wheels, via an 
e-CVT transmission. Toyota is 
offering both 17- and 18-inch 
wheels with its Corolla Cross, 
rolling 215/60 or 225/50 profile 
tyres.

If you are in the market, the 
Corolla Cross’s Dynamic Torque 
Control all-wheel-drive system is 
a smart addition — it is a safe bet 
around 80 per cent of customers 
will take the option. Under 
normal circumstances it drives 
the front wheels, but it can send 

up to 50 per cent of power to the 
rear wheels whenever it is 
needed. It also helps get the 
Corolla Cross through a corner 
and when it is pulling away by 
distributing the drive torque to 
the right wheels.

The plus is found in the fuel 
economy. With an expected 
average of 7.8 litres per 100 
kilometres, it sips just 0.4 L/100 
km more than the front-drive 
model, so there really is no 
meaningful penalty for the added 
traction.

The other advantage of going 
with the all-wheel-drive model is 
the fact it ditches the 
front-wheel-drive’s torsion beam 
rear suspension and goes with a 
better multi-link design. This 
should bring crisper handling 
and better highway comfort. 
While it does ride higher than the 
Corolla hatchback, hopefully the 
handling does not stray too far — 
light and tight would work well.

The Corolla Cross is an intriguing 
addition to the line-up. It cashes 
in on the RAV4’s popularity and 
style, while carving out a niche for 
itself at the same time. It 
promises to be a fast seller that 
will serve to build on the Corolla’s 
solid reputation — it also comes 
as a welcome alternative to the 
CH-R.

The all new Toyota Corolla Cross is 
now available in Zimbabwe 
having launched early this 
month. Full specifications and 
pricing will be announced closer 
to that time.

DRIVEN: The All new Toyota Corolla Cross
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THE ALL NEW W O R L D S  A P A R T

•  Class leading SUV
step up to a new level.

with generous loading capacities
• Functional design 

• TNGA Engineering



DRIVEtorque AUGUST 2021 | PAGE 9www.drivetorque.com

COVID 19 inconveniences and 
business lockdown issues. Times 
are tough. Many transport 
operators are considering buying 
a used truck. Bearing this in 
mind, we decided to put a used 
MAN TGX 26.540 6x4 through the 
paces.

MEET THIS MAN
Ideal for long-haul transport 
applications (it has a GCM of 65t), 
the TGX is a premium truck 
tractor. We sourced our test 
vehicle – a 2018 model – from 
MAN TopUsed. We did this 
deliberately because a TopUsed 
truck comes with a Seal of 
Quality. Each truck is awarded 
stars – from one to three. 

A one-star truck is sold with a 
Certificate of Fitness (CoF), the 
chassis is sprayed and the body is 
polished. A two-star truck is older 
than 54 months, it has a 
maximum mileage of 750 000 
km, the 12-month MAN TopUsed 
extended warranty is optional 
and it goes through rigorous 
testing and repairs. A three-star 
truck has a maximum age of 54 
months, it comes with the 
warranty. It is privy to premium 
reconditioning. This includes all 
the necessary repairs/services. A 
three-star truck also comes with a 
five-page test report. The TGX 
26.540 that we tested came with 
a three-star rating – and it was 
delightfully in mint condition. 

Our test truck was equipped with 
MAN’s D26 engine (more about 
the driveline later), which is fitted 
with a PriTarder. This motor is 
similar to the older 480 hp 
engines but it has been upgraded 
to 540 hp. The D26 is matched to 
a ZF AS Tronic 12-speed with no 
intarder (because the engine has 
a PriTarder).

The truck that we tested was not 
hooked to a trailer. It therefore it 
carried no load.

GENERAL CONDITION
We were very impressed with the 
condition of the truck. With the 
exception though of a rather 
undisguisable stained marks on 
the upholstery of the lower bed 
(more about that later too). The 
truck looked quite new. This was 
not bad for a truck that already 
has 275 000 km on the clock! Of 
course, this is not a high mileage; 
the drivetrain is designed to last 
1.5 million kilometres. The 
gentlemen from MAN who joined 
us during the truck testing were 
at pains to point out that this 
particular model provides 
operators with the best 
power-to-weight ratio in its class.

Stylish exterior
We have always long preferred 
the exterior of the TGX. The fact 
that the very latest MAN trucks 
strongly recommend their 
predecessors is no great 
hardship. However, it is more than 
just a pretty face. The TGX also 

has impressive aerodynamics, 
which can be further enhanced 
with the Aero-package consisting 
of a roof spoiler, moveable side 
flaps and door extensions. The 
chaps at MAN assure us that this 
package reduces fuel 
consumption by 3%.

It is very easy to enter and leave 
the cab. There are three 
well-placed steps and plenty of 
grab handles. A real secure 
pleasurable feeling. No chance of 
missing a step, a handle and 
tumbling backwards.

EQUALLY ENTICING INTERIOR
While the exterior is quite easy on 
the eyes, the interior is both 
comfortable and ergonomic. The 
two-tone dashboard looks 
decidedly premium. The displays 
are clearly arranged. The controls 
are easy to reach. The height and 
inclination of the steering wheel 
can be adjusted. Speaking of the 
steering wheel, it is obviously 

multifunctional (as is the case 
with all modern trucks). It is easy 
to access vehicle information, 
take calls or change the radio 
settings – without ever letting go 
of the steering wheel. This is far 
out! By just tapping your thumb 
you can operate the radio, phone 
and vehicle menu on the 
left-hand side. On the right-hand 
side, you access the different 
cruise-control functions. 

The LCD display is very easy to 
navigate. The user-friendly menu 
guidance makes it possible to call 
up the different operating 
conditions of the vehicle and the 
diverse service information very 
quickly and it is flexibly simple. 
The axle-load display, for 
example, permits the driver to 
make use of the full payload 
capacity without overloading. The 
quality of sound from the radio is 
good. An AUX/USB connection 
and Bluetooth connectivity are 
standard.

DRIVEN:
MAN TGX 26.540



DRIVEtorque AUGUST 2021 | PAGE 10www.drivetorque.com

ENGINE
MAN D26, 15.2L 6-Cylinder Common Rail, 
Turbocharged & Intercooled,
Euro 6 with SCR and EGR Emission Control
POWER 540hp / 412kW
TORQUE 2700Nm / 1991ft-lb
TRANSMISSION
MAN Tipmatic ZF 12 as Overdrive
12-Speed Automated

The seats are very comfortable. 
We absolutely loved the 
proliferation of storage space 
(that sunglasses holder is super 
cool).The standard electric sliding 
roof is very nice thank you too 
much .The two beds are great 
places for taking well deserved 
naps. We plonked ourselves on 
the spacious lower bed. It would 
make for a very restful night. We 
also like the fact that the fabric 
covers of the replaceable 
mattresses can be washed easily 
and are made of breathable, 
hygienic material. So with some 
consideration, those 
aforementioned unfortunate 
stains can easily be a thing of the 
past.

EFFICIENT ENGINE
The TGX is powered by the 
much-lauded six-cylinder, 
12.419-litre D26 engine that has an 
output of 397kW (540hp). It is an 
electronically controlled, 
turbocharged and intercooled 
common-rail diesel engine. It has 
a Euro 5 emissions rating. We 
were extremely impressed at its 
perky performance. Yes, of course, 
the truck had no load. But still, it 
was surprisingly quick off the 
mark and it pulled up the steep 
gradients rather effortlessly.

The vehicle runs on diesel and 
AdBlue (it is the only model in the 
current MAN range to be 
equipped with an AdBlue tank). 
According to the amagents from 
MAN, AdBlue is readily available 
throughout the country. 
However, if the driver does run 

out of AdBlue, the truck can be 
driven sans AdBlue. It does no 
damage to the truck/engine; only 
the emissions are affected.  
However, the truck does need to 
be rebled, so this running without 
is not encouraged. The TGX 
employs Selective Catalytic 
Reduction (SCR) exhaust 
after-treatment technology. 
One 870-litre aluminium fuel 
tank and one 100-litre AdBlue 
tank are located on the right and 
left of the vehicle respectively.

The engine is extremely frugal; 
this has been proven over and 
over again in comparative truck 
tests. It gets a little bit of help in 
this regard from an idling-off 
switch (an efficiency-enhancing 
technology for reducing fuel 
consumption through prevention 
of excessive idle times). The 

engine switches off after four 
minutes (this interval can be 
changed by MAN service) of 
idling. There are a couple of 
logical provisos: the vehicle is to 
be stationary, the parking brake 
has to be applied, the gearbox 
must be in neutral and no pedals 
can be pressed, for instance.

EXCELLENT BRAKES
The MAN PriTarder is a highly 
efficient primary braking system, 
which delivers a braking output 
of 610kW and 2 500Nm of torque. 
It works in conjunction with 
438mm disc brakes on the front 
and rear axles. Then there is MAN 
BrakeMatic with the EBS 
electronic braking system, 
including ABS and ASR, which 
provides for shorter braking 
distances. The MAN BrakeMatic 
electronic brake system regulates 
the pressure in the brake 
cylinders of the individual wheels.

The brake assistant, on the other 
hand, registers the speed and 
pressure with which the brake 
pedal is operated and optimizes 
the brake pressure supplied 
through to full braking force. It 
recognizes an emergency stop 
when it is initiated and 
immediately develops the largest 
possible brake pressure. We did 
not put this feature to the test; 
the roads on our test route were 
far too busy and we certainly did 
not intend to be the instigators of 
road rage from those lacking self 
-control on our roads! However, 

having said that, we have tested 
the braking capabilities of the 
TGX many times in the past; it is 
superb!

Another safety feature that we 
like on the TGX is the Lane Guard 
System. Yes, we do know that the 
majority of professional truck 
drivers turn it off. They say it 
drives them crazy. It does not 
quite have that same effect on us. 

As transport operators may know, 
the electronic lane guard system 
permanently monitors the road 
ahead of the vehicle. If the driver 
strays from a track without 
activating his indicator, he is 
immediately warned by an 
acoustic signal. It makes the 
sound like that of nails rattling 
from the loudspeaker on the 
relevant side (trust me, you will 
jerk into action and pull back into 
the lane!) 

There is also a standard electronic 
stability programme (ESP), which 
helps to prevents skidding or 
overturning. We deliberately 
“overturned” a MAN rollover 
truck before our truck test. We 
say “overturned” because you 
actually do feel what the rollover 
is like without actually going over. 
It is damned scary. We are forever 
grateful for features such as ESP!

VERDICT
We reckon the MAN TGX 26.540 is 
well worth its US$70000 In fact, 
that is a steal!
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THE introduction of the P Series 
has GWM hoping to make inroads 
into both the higher end of the 
commercial vehicle segment as 
well as the lower end of the 
lifestyle double cab segment. 
Here is everything you need to 
know about this Chinese upstart.
Is the GWM P Series a good car? 

GWM has set its sights on the 
luxury double cab market with 
the P Series. Having well 
established themselves within 
the commercial segment with 
the Steed series, GWM now wants 
a piece of the passenger market 
and now offers a luxurious, tech 
filled vehicle that rivals the best 
on the market.

FOR WHOM IS THE GWM P 
SERIES A GOOD CAR?
The GWM P Series is a great car 
for anyone who needs a 
well-made and affordable bakkie 
solution. It will do well with 
families and small business 
owners. It is also a descent 
purchase for anyone who wants a 
luxury double cab on a tight 
budget.

IS THE GWM P SERIES GOOD AS 
A FIRST CAR?
The GWM P Series may be 
intimidating for a first-time 
driver. However for an 
adventurous individual that has 
had their license for a little while, 
and is comfortable with the larger 
dimensions of a bakkie, then the 
P Series makes an excellent first 
car.

IS THE GWM P SERIES A GOOD 

FAMILY CAR?
With a cavernous interior, 
connectivity and high comfort 
levels the P Series makes an 
excellent family vehicle.

IS THERE A HYBRID GWM P 
SERIES?
Yes. There is a PHEV derivative 
made in Baoding China but it is 
not available locally. All these 
units are destined for Eastern 
Europe and for the Chinese 
internal market.

WHAT IS IT LIKE TO DRIVE? 
General reviewers opinion
"The front suspension felt 
compliant on road and felt very 
familiar to the Haval H9. In fact, 
the entire drive train and 
handling dynamics felt very H9 
like. This is a good thing as this 
is what separates the good 
double cabs from workhorses, 
the ability to have a drive that 
feels SUV like..."

WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE?
EXTERIOR
For GWM, size really does matter. 
Don’t let the images of the new 
P-Series deceive you, this is a 
sizeable bakkie! The P-Series is 5 
410 mm long, 1 886 mm tall, 1 934 
mm wide and has a 3 230-mm 
wheelbase. To put those numbers 
into perspective, the P-Series is 
larger in all directions than both 
the Ford Ranger and Toyota 
Hilux…

The P-Series also wears what just 
might be the biggest and 
thickest chrome grille and brand 
logo ever seen on a bakkie locally. 
Talk about making an entrance… 
that’s one huge shiny schnozz! 
The large-and-in-charge grille is 
flanked by LED headlights with 
integrated daytime running 
lights, while smart-looking LED 
clusters are fitted at the rear. The 
chunky grille is further 
complemented by an 
equally-chunky chrome sports 

bar that completes the 
brightwork.  

We think the P-Series brings a 
bold look to the road, but we also 
think that the swathes of blingy 
chrome might be too polarizing 
for some (if not a mite 
impractical). Even so, the kerb 
appeal on display by this vibrant 
Blue Sapphire P-Series is quite 
impressive and it may very well 
cause a stir, or perhaps a raised 
eye-brow, when you pull up next 
to a Ranger or Hilux at the traffic 
lights. 

INTERIOR
WHAT IS THE GWM P SERIES 
LIKE INSIDE? 
GWM has kept a watchful eye on 
the global design language of the 
double cab. The P Series has 
taken what other manufacturers 
are doing and have incorporated 
those design elements into their 
own offering. 

A large grille, copious amounts of 
chrome detailing, LED lighting 
and handy additions, such as the 
built-in step ladder, that make 
living with the P Series that much 
better.

STYLE
The interior of the P Series is high 
end featuring full quilted leather 
seating, piano black and brushed 
aluminium trim. GWM have also 
ensured that their levels of 
technology are top notch with 
large digital touchscreens and a 
focus on driver comfort and 
assistance. 

▶    4 high-definition cameras that project 360-degree view ▶    Rear cross traffic alert
▶    9” touchscreen that comes standard with voice recognition, Apple CarPlay and wireless charging 
▶    7 airbags          ▶    Up/Downhill assist control            ▶    Lane Departure Warning
▶    Lane Keeping Assist ▶    AEB (Autonomous Emergency Braking) Pedestrian & Cyclist
▶    Traffic Sign Recognition ▶    Adaptive Cruise Control (ACC)    ▶    Remote Starting

TECH
FEATURES

All you need to know about the GWM P Series
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STARTING FROM US$35,500 
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the doors. The interior actually 
looks more SUV-like than 
workhorse oriented. The brown 
leather seats add to that feel of 
plushness when you are inside 
this Mazda. However BT-50 has a 
different steering wheel, front 
heated seats and auto dimming 
rear view mirror. This is 
something that you will not find 
in the D-Max.

The Mazda truck also has some 
stitching on the corners of the 
dash, and some padding on the 
center console for the legs of the 
driver.

Overall, it is obvious that Mazda 
made the effort to give the 
BT-50’s interior a more premium 
feel. The soft-touch surfaces are 
extravagant, and on top of that, 
there are certainly more chrome 
pieces.

It is definitely up to par with the 
other Mazda SUV models.

The 2021 BT-50’s interior features 
a dual-zone automatic climate 
control system with rear vents, 
leather seats, a 4.2-inch digital 
gauge cluster, and a tilt and 
telescopic steering column. For 
the higher variants, the BT-50 is 
also getting an eight-way 
power-adjustable driver seat. 

2. 2021 MAZDA BT-50: 
TECHNOLOGY REVIEW
The new BT-50 features more 
tech than its predecessor. For the 
first time ever it has adaptive 
cruise control. Moreover, it has a 
decent amount of driver-assist 
features.

These include lane-keep assist, 
rear cross-traffic alert, a 
blind-zone warning system, and 
even autonomous braking. These 
are not standard across all 
variants though. It is highly 
probable that only the top-spec 

variant will come with these 
features.
The new touchscreen is very 
capable. It comes with a reversing 
camera, rear parking sensors, 
traffic sign recognition, and a 
trailer sway control system.

For entertainment, the new BT-50 
is getting two different 
touchscreen displays depending 
on the variant. The lower-spec to 
middle-spec variants will have 
access to a smaller seven-inch 
unit. 

The top-spec variants, on the 
other hand, will be equipped with 
a larger nine-inch unit.

While differing in size, both 
touchscreens will come with 
Apple CarPlay, Android Auto, 
digital radio, iPod compatible 
USB-audio input ports, and a 
radio data system. The top-spec 
BT-50’s however, will be linked up 
to eight-speakers, and it will also 
come with satellite navigation. 

3. 2021 MAZDA BT-50: 
SAFETY REVIEW
Like most new models, the BT-50 
is awash with safety features. All 
variants are equipped with an 
alarm and engine immobilizer, 
anti-lock braking with electronic 
brake-force distribution, hill 
descent and hill launch assist, 
ISOFIX, brake assist, stability 
control, and traction control.

On the safety side of things, the 
new Mazda branded pickup truck 
is given a total of eight airbags. 
That includes dual front airbags, a 
pair of side airbags, two curtain 
airbags for the front and rear, as 
well as a driver’s knee airbag. 

Lastly, there is the farside driver’s 
airbag, which functions to 
prevent the driver from 
slamming into the front 
passenger in the event of a crash.

DO YOU want to be the first to 
drive the latest Mazda BT50 in 
Zimbabwe?

Well hurry to King Fisher Auto 
Motors, a subsidiary of Tsapo 
Group. King Fisher Auto Motors 
are an official distributor on 
Mazda brands in Zimbabwe 
housed at 16-20 Samora Machel 
Ave what used to be FCM Motors 
premises.

With a starting price of USD 
51,500 on the Double Cab and 
USD32,800 on the Single Cab, 
they have limited stocks but more 
are on the way. The BT50 comes 
in 3litre and 1.9 litre engines. Both 
are now available. Today, we shall 
focus on the 3litre.

The BT 50 has updated features, 
more power, and better styling. It 
is vastly different from its 
predecessors because it is no 
longer based on the Ford Ranger 
T6.

Instead, it is underpinned by the 
equally third-gen Isuzu D-Max. It 
is also the first time that the 
BT-50 nameplate features 
Mazda’s Kodo design language.
Mazda’s Kodo design is 
highlighted by the now familiar 
wide Mazda grille, a very reflective 

paint job, coupled with a tasteful 
amount of chrome.

Unlike other Mazda models with 
the Kodo design, the BT-50 has 
more in the way of sharp body 
lines. This is especially apparent 
in its muscular-looking hood.

Apart from the revamped look, 
the 2021 Mazda BT-50 new 
exterior equipment as well. The 
most notable is the automatic 
LED headlamps, which are 
standard. The wheels that it rides 
on, has also enlarged 18-inches, 
although a smaller 16-inch set is 
available.

Like the old model, it comes with 
rain-sensing wipers, 
power-adjustable and foldable 
side mirrors. New features 
include: brown leather trim, 
heated seats and auto dimming 
rear view mirror.

From the rear, you see more hints 
of the D-Max on which it is based
1. 2021 MAZDA BT-50: 
INTERIOR REVIEW
Inside, the new BT-50 
accommodates five occupants. 
As for the handsome looks there 
are redesigned air vents, 
continuous metallic lines running 
through the dashboard and into 

2021 Mazda BT-50 now available
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4. 2021 MAZDA BT-50: 
ENGINE AND PERFORMANCE
Like the Isuzu it was based on, the 
new BT-50 also gets a 
considerable power bump. The 
new 3.0-liter 4JJ3-TCX inline-four 
turbo diesel engine can make up 
to 139kW of power and 450 Nm of 
torque. The BT-50 will either 
come with a six-speed manual 
transmission or a six-speed 
automatic transmission.

Like most pickup truck models 
available today, 4x2 or 4x4 
variants are also available. Both 
variants can carry over a ton of 
payload capacity and a braked 
towing capacity of up to 3,500 kg.
The 4x4 variant comes with a 
locking differential

The new BT-50 utilizes a rigid rear 
axle with heavy-duty leaf springs 
for its rear suspension and a 
double-wishbone suspension for 
the front. Strangely enough, the 
new BT-50 gets a drum brake for 
its rear end.

Its front brakes are ventilated 
discs though, so that may be 
enough for most drivers. Note 
however that many of its 
competitors are already 
equipped with disc brakes all 
around.

2021 MAZDA BT-50 
MECHANICAL SPECS

ENGINE
3.0 litre in-line 4 cylinder 16 valve 
DOHC intercooled turbo diesel

TRANSMISSION
Six-speed manual or six-speed 
automatic

DRIVETRAIN
4x2 or 4x4

KILOWATT
140

TORQUE
450

FRONT SUSPENSION
Independent double-wishbone 
with coil springs and anti-roll bar

REAR SUSPENSION
Rigid (live) rear axle with leaf 
springs

BRAKE TYPE
Ventilated disc (front) and drum 
brakes (rear)

WHEEL SIZE
17-inch to 18-inch

PAYLOAD
1,055 kg to 1,220 kg

BRAKED TOWING CAPACITY
3,500 kg

UNBRAKED TOWING CAPACITY
750 kg
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• Leather-wrapped steering wheel     • Leather-wrapped gearshift knob    • Vanity mirror with light: Driver and 

passenger    • Dual-zone climate control air-conditioner    • Rear centre armrest with cupholders   • Lumbar support 

– Manual adjustable (Driver)    • 8-Speaker sound system    • Tailgate handle & door handles: Chrome plating    • 18” 

Alloy wheels    • Max power (kW): 140    • Max torque (Nm): 450    • 9-Inch display screen    • Exterior mirrors: Auto 

fold, chrome and heated    • Side step: Silver    • Front rain-sensing wipers    • Parking sensors: Front and rear    • 

Auto Headlamp Levelling    • Smart Keyless Entry

ADDRESS

Tsapo Commercial

16 Samora Machel Avenue 

Cnr Chinhoyi Street

Harare

PHONE

(0242) 255202

(0242) 255530

+263 771 328 009

MAZDA BT-50 3.0L DYNAMIC
6AT 4X2/4x4

STRONG & SLEEK
THE ALL NEW MAZDA BT-50
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Ducati revamped and added 
new Dark Stealth color to the 

Streetfighter V4 S 2021

NEW Dark Stealth colour scheme 
for the Streetfighter V4 S, 
available in dealerships before 
the end of 2020.

Starting from 2021, the entire 
Ducati Streetfighter V4 range 
becomes compliant with the 
Euro 5 anti-pollution legislation

Ducati presents the Streetfighter 
V4 S in a new Dark Stealth colour 
scheme, which joins the sporty 
Ducati Red. Furthermore, all 
models in the Ducati 
Streetfighter V4 range become 
compliant with the Euro 5 
anti-pollution legislation in all 
countries where it is in force.

The Streetfighter is the result of 
the "Fight Formula": the Panigale 
V4 stripped of the fairings, with a 
high and wide handlebar, 178 kg 
on the scale, powered by 1100 cc 
Desmosedici Stradale delivering 
208 hp kept in hand by biplane 
wings and a complete electronic 
package. The modern and 
technological Ducati naked bike 
has immediately enjoyed great 
success among motorcyclists all 
over the world, also confirmed by 
the positive feedback from the 
international media.

Dark Stealth is a matt black that 
represents the perfect chromatic 
choice to show the aggressive 
side of the ultra-naked Ducati.

With the arrival of 2021, all the 
bikes in the Ducati Streetfighter 
V4 range become compliant with 
the Euro 5 anti-pollution 
regulations, maintaining 
maximum power and torque 
values unchanged, but 
repositioned at different engine 
speeds. 

The Streetfighter V4 Euro 5 has a 
power output of 208 hp (153 kW) 
at 13,000 rpm (250 rpm higher 
than the EURO 4 version) and a 
torque of 12.5 Kgm (123 Nm) at 
9,500 rpm (2,000 rpm lower than 
the EURO 4 version). These 
values, obtained thanks to a new 
calibration and the new exhaust, 

make the bike even more 
enjoyable on winding roads.
To comply with the new 
European standard on polluting 
emissions, various modifications 
have been made to the 
Desmosedici Stradale exhaust 
line and to the engine calibration.
The silencer, unchanged from an 
aesthetic point of view, uses 
larger catalysts (+10 mm in 
length) and with a new 
technology of impregnation of 
noble metals, essential for 
maximizing the ability to convert 
polluting gases. 

The lengths and dimensions of 
the exhaust primaries of the rear 
bank have been optimized to 
minimize the ignition time of the 
catalytic converter, while 
maintaining engine performance 
unchanged.

Compared to the Euro 4 models, 
the manifolds of the rear bank 
have been shortened by 100 mm 
and reduced in diameter, going 
from 42 mm to 38 mm. The new 
component allowed the 
introduction of a more compact 
rear heat shield integrated into 
the body of the bike. Always with 
the aim of limiting emissions is 
the introduction of 4 lambda 
probes, one for each cylinder, 
which allow a more refined 
control of the amount of injected 
fuel. 

All Streetfighter V4 models in the 
2021 range are fitted with new 
front brake and clutch pumps, 
both self-bleeding and derived 
from those used for the first time 
on the Superleggera V4. The body 
of the new pumps has been 
designed with a configuration 
that allows a ‘natural’ bleeding, 
thus eliminating the need to 
intervene on the system in the 
event of air present in the circuit.
 
The new Dark Stealth 
Streetfighter V4 S will be in 
dealerships in 2021. You can order 
yours in November for only 
USD$26,500 in Europe.



DRIVEtorque AUGUST 2021 | PAGE 17www.drivetorque.com

ZIMOCO is about to release the all 
new Haval H6.

It is the second of its LEMON 
platform-based vehicles to the 
local market. The new Haval H6 is 
a massive leap forward for the 
brand locally, and we were first in 
line to receive our test unit for its 
local launch. How does this new 
unit stack up to its rivals?

SENSUOUS SYMPHONY
Haval has been taking on the 
established automotive market 
for a number of years now. 
Putting forth a comprehensive 
line up that covers the full range 
of SUV motoring in South Africa, 
they have sold thousands of 
vehicles thus far and continue to 
innovate. 

On the heels of the local 
introduction of the new Jolion 
crossover that is set to replace the 
H2, they have now pulled the 
wraps off of the brand new H6 
that in all honestly makes the 
outgoing model look like an ox 
wagon in comparison.

Due to the media launch being 
cancelled, the media members 
were all granted a two-day first 
drive with the new H6, and we are 
happy to report that the new SUV 
truly is a light year leap ahead for 
the Chinese automaker.

SKIPPING A GENERATION
The first Haval's arrived in 
Zimbabwe in 2019 and quickly 
rose to prominence with vehicles 
such as the H1, H2 and H9, but it 
was the first generation H6 that 
garnered the most attention. 
Stylish good looks, cutting edge 
design and technology and a 
price that made many stand up 
and pay attention quickly made 
the H6 the SUV of choice from the 
Chinese automaker. 
Unfortunately, we never received 

the 2nd generation model in 
Zimbabwe. Due to that the new 
H6 then seems like such a 
massive jump in quality and 
technology.

Coming from the masterful pen 
of renowned designer Phil 
Simmons the new H6 is an 
absolutely stunning design and 
incorporates a massive load of 
technology and refinement. 
Haval has invested heavily in their 
new LEMON platform that will 
underpin most of their new 
vehicles, giving them the ability 
to build a number of vehicles off 
of the same base.

IT IS ALL IN THE DETAILS
On the outside the new H6 looks 
longer and wider than its 
predecessor and sports the new 
design language that brings the 
range in line with global 
standards. In short, it looks like a 
high-end luxury SUV instead of a 
box on wheels. With LED lighting 
all around, the large mesh grille 
and familiar looking design cues 
it all comes together to make a 
very attractive vehicle.

Opening the door reveals an 
interior that looks incredibly 
luxurious with soft touch leather 
and piano black trims, but it is the 
very apparent technology that 
boosts this SUV into its 
new-found status. The layered 
dashboard is dominated by the 
two large screens, one for the 
infotainment and vehicle controls 
and one that replaces the old 
gauge cluster.

The new H6 benefits from a host 
of new driver assistance and 
safety systems that bring the H6 
in line with EURO standards, Lane 
Keeping Assist, Blind Spot 
Monitoring, Traffic Jam assist, 
and Emergency Braking all now 
feature onboard.

THE DRIVE
After spending some time driving 
the new H6 around the highways 
and byways of Johannesburg it 
becomes very apparent why this 
has been hailed as a massive leap 
forward for Haval. This new 
platform is so far removed from 
the old model that they are H6 in 
name only. The drive is smooth 
and soft almost rather way too 
soft at times. The engine and 
transmission are perfectly mated, 
delivering power efficiently and 
quietly while the suspension laps 
up undulations in the road 
beautifully.

Although the H6 is equipped with 
different driving modes they do 
not do much to engine output 
but rather change gear shift 

points and change suspension 
and steering input settings, on 
the whole, a very laid back, 
uneventful and comfortable 
drive.

The new H6 comes with a 3 year 
/100 000km warranty

VERDICT
The new H6 is on par with and in 
some cases better than most of 
the SUV's coming from other 
well-established makers. The 
drive is sublime, the build quality 
has taken a major leap forward 
and the price remains very 
attractive. I can highly 
recommend taking one of these 
for a test drive if you are in the 
market for a mid-size luxury SUV.

The all new Haval H6 is almost here!
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a lot simpler than servicing a 
diesel one. This means that the 
costs and downtime are reduced. 
On average, an electric vehicle’s 
maintenance costs are only a 
third of a vehicle with an internal 
combustion motor.

Now multiply this by the number 
of vans in a fleet. Over time, the 
cost savings are substantial.

The ease of maintenance results 
in less downtime. The more time 
spent on the road, means more 
business and greater revenues.

If a company’s fleet consists 
entirely of electric vans, they 
contribute to cleaner air and 
quieter neighborhoods. They help 
create a better environment.

In Europe they have reduced fuel 
running costs by close to 70%. In 
Zimbabwe DRIVEtorque 
estimates they could reduce your 
fuel bill by more than 50%.

The vehicle is made by the 
Warren Buffet-backed giant BYD, 
and called the T3.

The T3 was actually launched in 
its home market at the 2015 

Shanghai Auto Show. It has been 
updated with BYD’s new ‘Blade’ 
battery that uses no heavy metals 
and a non-toxic electrolyte, as 
detailed here.
The T3 logistics is imported into 
BYD Zimbabwe a subsidiary of 
Tsapo Group. 

The BYD T3 claimed The New 
European Driving Cycle (NEDC) 
driving range of 300km between 
charges.

It uses a 50.3kWh Lithium –ion 
‘Blade’ battery pack to drive a 
70kW and 180Nm electric motor. 
Charging is done through a 
6.6kW onboard AC charger with a 
claimed recharge time of 8 hours, 
or via a 40kW-capable DC 
charger with a CCS connector 
that will charge the van in 2 
hours. 

The roughly Volkswagen 
Caddy-sized BYD T3 measures 
4460mm long, 1720mm wide and 
1875mm tall. It sits on a 2725mm 
wheelbase. It weighs 1610kg in 
two-seater guise and based on its 
claimed GVM, it should offer 
around 700kg of payload 
including occupants, and stow up 
to 3.8 cubic-metres of stuff. That 
is good innings.

Top speed is a claimed 100km/h, 
grade-ability is 20 per cent. Its 
turning circle is 11.5 metres. It uses 
MacPherson strut front 
suspension and rear leaf springs, 
and disc brakes at each end 
augmented by regenerative 
braking.

Mr. Mufaro Magumbate of BYD 
Zimbabwe said that he was quite 
comfortable with the T3’s safety 
credentials. He was citing the 
Blade battery that is specifically 
designed to head-off thermal 
runaway and, by extension, 
battery fires too. 

For more information on the BYD 
electric vehicles please contact 
BYD Zimbabwe on 31 Airport 
Road Phone (024) 2572887

DELIVERY vans are absolutely 
crucial to industry and 
commerce.

Sure, we need cargo planes, ships, 
trailers and lorries and such like. 
Hang on minute! If you really 
think about it, commercial vans 
bring goods to shops, and 
increasingly, our homes these 
days.

For all the huge amount of cargo 
that they can haul, trailers and 
lorries are limited by their size. 
Not every building or station has 
a wide loading/unloading bay to 
accommodate them.

So, it is the commercial van that 
does much of the last lap of the 
relay to the “final destination” in 
transport duties. The van is 
utilized by many SMEs.  Of 
concern though, is that many of 
the commercial vans available 
today are no longer ideal for 
companies who wish to practice 
sustainability.

A China-made electric delivery 
van with 300km of range may be 
seen in Zimbabwe shortly. It is 
priced  from US$ 41,114.65  (Excl 
Duty & VAT. It is one such vehicle 
that you must consider for your 
effective durable delivery fleet.

Electric vehicles (EVs) have been 
touted as the future of land 
transport. They are silent, 
emissions-free and offer 
instantaneous performance. 
What a pleasure!

These powerful traits are found in 
a commercial van like the BYD T3.
Commercial vans spend more 
time on the road than private 
cars, therefore, their 
emissions-free nature is even 
more imperative.

Generic conventional vans, with 
their turbo-diesel engines are 
known to emit harmful particles – 
particularly when they have not 
been properly maintained.

In addition, diesel-powered vans 
create noise pollution. In 
residential areas, the rattling and 
roaring (not to mention the 
harmful emissions) lower the 
quality of life for residents, and 
they do not pay rates for such 
nuisances.

However, with a van like the BYD 
T3, you do not have to worry 
about all these.

An electric van like the BYD T3’s 
user friendly solution, will most 
certainly create a huge demand 
for its services and become a 
booming business in no time.

Firstly, maintenance costs shall 
be greatly reduced. An electric 
motor does not require any fluids. 
It has  no need for oil change. 
That means it does not need 
components, such as oil filters, 
belt, chains & plugs and all that 
fuss.
Secondly Electric motors are 
durable. In fact, an electric motor 
is likely to last way longer than 
the vehicle’s service life. It will 
probably never need to be 
replaced.

Thirdly, servicing an electric van is 

BYD T3 electric van 
for all your delivery 

needs
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GO GREEN
GET YOURS TODAY
LIVE YOUR LIFE THE SMART WAY

100%
ELECTRIC VEHICLES

BYD ECB35 FORKLIFT BYD ELECTRIC TRICYCLE

ORDER TODAY

BYD K9 BUS

BYD E6 BYD T3

+263 71 874 2474
+263 71 273 6080 | +263 77 301 8537

sales @bydzimbabwe.co.zw
31 Airport Road . Hatfield . Harare

@bydzimbabwe
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1. BEST-SELLING NON-PICKUP 
SMALL SUV
Not only is the RAV4 a best-seller 
for Toyota, but it also outsells 
every other small SUV on the 
market. This suggests good resale 
values, and it represents the 
many ways that the RAV4 is a 
good package. Few products 
deserve the hype, but this one 
comes close.

2. NEW ARCHITECTURE
Recognizing that 2020 RAV4 
buyers are activity minded, the 
SUV has been made over with the 
Toyota New Global Architecture 
platform. Overall it is lower with a 
wider wheelbase. The wider front 
and rear tracks add stability. New 
front and rear overhangs are 
tighter to permit more trail 
driving. A new look echoes this 
bolder stance by leading with a 
strong nose. Robust shoulders 
anchor a dynamic, athletic 
profile.

3. SPORTIER DESIGN
Making more of a statement, the 
2020 RAV4 is competing directly 
with rivals such as the Jeep 
Cherokee. It is also stepping away 
from the more sedate 
competition such as the Honda 
CR-V. Black Softex may be 
exchanged for mocha. Orange 
dash accents provide a 
complement for orange stitching. 
In another combination, Black 
SofTex is accented with red 
stitching and other red cabin 
elements. The XSE Hybrid has 
blue accents on the seats and in 
the cabin.

An Ice Edge-colored roof is a fun 
accent on the Adventure and TRD 
Off-Road models. These trims 
also sport aggressive bumpers 
and grille designs as well as large 
over-fenders. The Off-Road 
dresses up even more with dark 
gray front and rear lower fascias. 

4. TWO OFF-ROADING MODELS
If you want to go on the trail less 
traveled, you now have two 
off-roading RAV4 models to 
choose from. Dynamic Torque 
Vectoring All-Wheel Drive is 
standard on the Adventure and 

TRD-Off-Road trims. This system 
can move 50 percent of the 
system torque to the back wheels 
to gain traction. It can even target 
the left or right wheel as needed 
to keep the RAV4 moving. Rear 
driveline disconnect reduces fuel 
waste when all-wheel drive is not 
needed.

Adventure trims have 8.6 inches 
of ground clearance and are 
suitable for lighter off-road 
duties. Ready for action, the TRD 
Off-Road adds exclusive 
red-colored coil springs with its 
TRD suspension. Re-valved, the 
twin-tube shocks have internal 
rebound springs. To improve 
wheel travel, there are special 
bump stops. Bigger, tougher tires 
wear lighter, flow-formed 
matte-black wheels. Drivers can 
choose Road & Dirt, Mud & Sand, 
or Snow modes. When the fun is 

done, exclusive TRD all-weather 
floor mats make it easier to clean 
up the cabin.

5. MORE POWER
Many SUVs today are under 
powered. But then there is the 
new RAV4. It generates 203 
horsepower and 184 pound-feet 
of torque. That is 19 more 
horsepower than the Honda CR-V 
and 23 more than the Jeep 
Cherokee. It is a whopping 33 
more horsepower than the 
Nissan Rogue or Chevrolet 
Equinox.

6. EXCLUSIVE SAFETY SYSTEMS
While all companies are offering 
safety systems, Toyota has a 
longer list of systems than you 
will find on almost any rival. This 
is especially true when you 
consider which ones are 
standards. Cornering brake 

control improves how the RAV4 
handles turns, reducing the 
chances of sliding. Road sign 
assist can tell you the speed limit 
and advise you about other road 
sign information. For the first 
time, Toyota is offering a Digital 
Rearview Mirror on the RAV4. The 
high-mounted camera provides 
an adjustable wide-angle live 
feed of what is behind you.

Lane departure alerts can trigger 
a steering assist. Pedestrians and 
braking traffic may trigger 
warnings and, if necessary, 
collision mitigation braking. An 
available blind spot system adds 
more warnings to prevent lane 
changes when traffic is too close.

7. IMPROVED DRIVER 
ASSISTANCE
Exclusive to Toyota, Lane Tracing 
Assist is engaged when the 
Full-Speed Dynamic Radar Cruise 
Control is in use. LTA warns the 
2020 RAV4 driver with vibrations 
if the vehicle is steering out of its 
lane. This is a good partner for the 
DRCC which can slow and go as 
traffic allows. Both systems are 
Toyota standards.

8. ADVANCED PARKING 
ASSISTANCE
Toyota has expanded the many 
types of parking assistance 
available on the 2020 RAV4. As 
you would expect, there is a 
rearview camera. The available 
rear cross traffic alert may be 
typical. Atypical for this class, the 
alert can trigger automatic 
braking. This can reduce the 
chances of a fender bender in 
parking lot. Toyota's Front and 
Rear Parking Assist has been 
strengthened with the addition 
of automated braking.

9. LARGER PANORAMIC 
MOONROOF
For some people, the large 
panoramic moonroof is a must 
have. Well, now the 2020 Toyota 
RAV4 has got it. It is like free 
entertainment for the kids. The 
natural light and air are not bad 
either.

Why you should buy a Toyota RAV4
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equally expect superior facilities, 
manufacturer approved 
technicians and the fail safe 
knowledge that there is a process 
for car servicing and repair 
complaints.

Whereas if you choose a cheaper 
garage, even though you should 
still be able to rely on a mechanic 
who is licensed to do their job, 
using the latest diagnostic 
equipment but alas, sadly, this is 
not the case in our country . In 
instances where the mature 
garage owner took his City & 
Guilds exam in his teens/early 20s,  
he is not obligated to renew his 
license , be  upgraded in training 
nor accredited since then and 
makes do with familiar diagnostic 
equipment that might be out of 
date.
As I see it, knowing that today’s 
cars are interconnected centres 
of technology, with batteries 
playing an ever increasing and 
specialist role here, you need to 
know that the person working on 
your car is fully licensed to do the 
job correctly.

Woefully, the service garage 
industry is not always as good at 
cleanliness. Messy greasy clutter 
is slowly disappearing with those 
catching on to facilitate user 

friendly environment for female 
clients. Proactive teams with 
constant mind renewal are 
necessary before change, 
effecting and influencing 
standards occurs. 

I remember complaining 
because a mechanic’s overalls 
were not just greasy but outright 
dirty  when I visited, only to be 
indignantly told in somewhat a 
disdainful manner  “what do you 
expect, it is a garage.” It never 
occurred to the service provider 
in question that it does not have 
to be that way.  I’m delighted to 
say that this attitude is changing 
and obviously where it has not, 
and where it will not change, it is 
NOT going to be a DRIVEtorque 
Lady Approved garage.

I also sense that a different 
environment when a woman is in 
charge, front of house. We 
definitely need more sensible 
presence taking this on in this 
industry. Whilst men may be in 
the majority in workshop roles, let 
that environment possibly be 
designed ergonomically by them. 
However it is indeed wise that 
front of house customer services, 
facilities and websites most 
certainly must be designed by 
and for women. It is so befitting 
as we are the majority gender 
buying garage services and 
influencing where our family cars 
go. 

DRIVEtorque lady approved 
garages “manned” by females 
shall be delightful places. Have 
you ever been in the presence of 
secure, aware, assured, informed, 
armed and alert lady participants 
who do not endevour to strive to 
do what men do, when they are 
specifically designed to bring to 
the market place specifically that 
which men cannot do. Just you 
wait a little while and see!  

Clearly there is still a long way to 
go in an industry better known 
for tales of woe than quality. To 
the degree that women choose a 
DRIVEtorque Lady Approved i.e 
female friendly garage in 2022 is 
to the degree that they can at 
least be sure that DRIVEtorque 
has vetted and approved that 
business with sensible females of 
excellence in mind. Multi-skilled. 
Multi-talented. Mobile. Movers & 
Shakers . Daughters. Partners. 
Employers. Wives. Mothers. 
Sisters. Employees. Aunts. 
Grannies…a.k.a Exceptional 
Phenomenal DRIVEtorque 
Women  

It is coming! DRIVEtorque will 
soon have a list of female friendly 
garages and service centres

FEW FEMALES enjoy visiting 
vehicle service centre or garages. 
When the service providers 
ignore half of the population, they 
are missing out on where more 
and more women are 
increasingly the influencing clout 
when it comes to shopping for 
cars and garage services visits, 
car servicing, mechanical and 
accident repairs.

To address this perception gap 
DRIVEtorque has developed a 
unique female friendly approved 
garage standard, designed to 
raise quality levels for female and 
male motorists alike. This makes 
it easier for women to identify 
and support their local ‘female 
choice’ at garage time.

In an unregulated industry where 
car safety can be compromised, I 
would not be able to sleep well at 
night if I had introduced any 
motorist to a business that has 
not invested deliberately 
intentionally in being ahead of 
the pack. It would be cruel and 
unfair. I would fear the 
unscrupulous nefarious activity 
where they can be ripped off or 
worse.

If we had our way we would 
introduce DRIVEtorque standards 
in all service centres.

DRIVEtorque : aware, assured, 
informed, armed and alert lady 
participants shall require and 
demand fair service.  

It would require all approved 
garages to sign the DRIVEtorque 
Lady Promise to serve the ladies 
on time, to above standard, in 
excellence with joy. In the lady 
user friendly garages will be an 
atmosphere of unforced rhythms 
of grace. Nothing ill-fitting should 
be experienced by the clients.  
The garages would sign a ‘never 
overcharge, patronize or sell 
women services they do not 
need’ commitment pledge of 
honour.

The garages need to demonstrate 
female feedback to confirm that 
they are ensuring standards and 
that the ladies the well-deserved 
service.  Female friendly garages 
are to be a sane-safe-space-place 
just  right for women in terms of 
value for money, cleanliness and 
face to face customer service. 

Women are RELATIONAL. It is not 
just about their vehicle but about 
care and concern for their whole 
person.  When this feedback is 
supplied online, their female 
customers can claim a free 
membership of DRIVEtorque 
Lady Drivers Club, which will be 

on sale on day, as a gift from the 
approved business.

Female Friendly Garage Choices
Regardless of the size or type of 
the garage, from plush 
dealerships to backstreet fair 
one-man outfits, women are a big 
constituency that deserve 
acknowledgment a safe and 
female friendly local choice 
depending on their car, budget 
and expectations.

We all know that garages are 
regulated by the government and 
take a snapshot of our car’s safety 
on the day of the test through VID 
maybe. Few of us realize that car 
servicing or repair standards are 
not regulated. Or that regular car 
maintenance and servicing mean 
a more reliable and 
environmentally-friendly car. By 
postponing car servicing, 
because many motorists fear 
being ripped off, we have a royal 
mess on our hands. This has a 
detrimental ripple effect. We can 
end up losing out in terms of 
breakdown time, poor car resale 
values and high remedial repair 
bills.

Certainly, ladies if you prefer to go 
to a car dealership you will pay 
more for labour but you should 

Zimbabwe needs female-friendly garages
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There’s an easier way to

buy and sell
your cars online...FOR FREE!

▶ Lower cost for you

▶ Bigger audience for your ads

▶ Convenient and hassle-free

▶ Reduces overhead

▶ Greater Selection

▶ Better Prices

▶ Streamlined Buying Process

▶ Less Salesman Pressure 

www.ncarndla.com

WHY SELL ON NCARNDLA WHY BUY ON NCARNDLA
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The Triton has always been one of 
the better-driving bakkies 
around. This one further improves 
on that solid starting point, 
thanks to upsized wheels and 
tyres and recalibrated 
suspension. These revisions 
brought about even better ride 
quality, and more-surefooted 
handling.

Make no mistake, this is not a 
limousine or a sports car, but as 
far as ladder-frame-chassis 
bakkies with leaf-sprung rear 
axles go, it is one of the 
smoothest-riding and most 
refined you can find. The 
drivetrain reinforced this 
perception of a refinement, with 
a quiet (for a diesel bakkie) 
engine, a smooth-shifting 
gearbox, and the best 4x4 system 
out there. In fact, overall noise- 
and vibration insulation is 
top-notch, which enhances the 
quiet and relaxed atmosphere 
even further.

That 4x4 system warrants further 
discussion: It is called Super 
Select I. It allows four different 

driving modes. You get the usual 
2WD High, 4WD High (with a 
locked centre diff) and 4WD Low 
modes, but you also get an AWD 
High mode, which allows the 
four-wheel drive system to 
engage even on tarred roads or 
hard surfaces. This way, it can 
save fuel in 2WD mode, and then 
engage AWD while on the move 
for added traction in inclement 
weather or on wet or gravel roads. 

Super Select II is further 
augmented by a rear differential 
lock, hill descent control with 
driver-adjustable crawl speed 
and hill-start assist (both of which 
work in either reverse or a forward 
gear), and a terrain response 
system which allows the driver to 
select an operating mode to best 
suit the prevailing conditions 
(sand, rocks, gravel, mud/snow). 
Setting the appropriate mode 
alters the gearbox- and engine 
programming, stability control 
settings, and torque distribution 
to ensure optimal traction on a 
wide variety of surfaces, and 
results in spectacular off-road 
performance.

STRONG UNBREAKABLE 
ENGINES
The Triton uses the same engine 
as the previous model and the 
turbocharged 2.4-litre diesel 
engine also does not feature any 
power upgrades. 133kW and 
430Nm are sent to all four corners 
and is there always enough grunt 
to get the bakkie going.

The engine is very high-tech by 
bakkie standards, with 
all-aluminium construction, 
variable camshaft timing for both 
inlet- and exhaust valves, 
counter-rotating balance shafts, 
and a variable-geometry turbo. 
As a result, the Triton’s engine has 
class-competitive output figures, 
in spite of its smaller 
displacement. From 2.4 litres, the 
engineers managed to extract 133 
kW and 430 Nm, which puts it 
right up there with the 2.8-litre 
Hiluxes and 2.0-litre BiTDI 
Amarok. That is still a bit down on 
the Ranger’s new 2.0BiTurbo 
diesel engine, mind you, but then 
the Triton weighs a lot less, so 
on-road performance is roughly 
equal to the most powerful 
4-cylinder diesel bakkies.

BEST BRAKING SYSTEM
What is more, is that there are 
enlarged front brake discs and 
calliper pistons, while the rear 
dampers have increased in size 
and contain more damping fluid 
for improved ride quality from the 
previous version. There are 
revisions to the Super Select 4WD 
system and some offroad modes 
are available for the flagship 
automatic 4×4 version. Off-road, 
the 2019 Mitsubishi Triton is just 
as capable as before and features 
220 mm worth of ground 
clearance, a 28º approach angle, 

23º departure angle and 25º ramp 
break-over angle. For those who 
want to tow trailers, the Triton has 
a tow rating of 3 100 kg (braked).

TOP NOTCH STYLING
The latest Triton certainly looks 
distinctive. Instead of its 
predecessor’s rounded edges, the 
updated Triton is a lot more 
assertive and squared-off, which 
is exactly what buyers in this 
market segment want – just 
witness the plethora of plastic 
add-ons that owners stick onto 
their mainstream bakkies for a bit 
of extra aggression. 

The nose is dominated by 
Mitsubishi’s “Dynamic Shield” 
front-end design, with bold and 
angular chromed strips flanking 
the matte-silver grille and big 
lower air intake. The headlights 
are reduced to little slivers 
mounted atop the fenders, and 
their squinting visage give the 
frontal view a mean, beady-eyed 
look. Forget about its 
predecessor’s putty-faced cheeks, 
because this one looks chiseled 
and quite mean.
Down the sides, the bodyside 
creases are sharper, but the 
general shape of the cabin 
section remains unchanged. 
Both front- and rear fenders have 
much deeper and more 
pronounced character lines, 
while the rear end sees a wider 
bumper and jutting tail lights to 
get rid of the old Triton’s rather 
pinched appearance. Overall, it’s 
a great improvement on the old 
model, attractive and assertive, 
and a new member of the 
“great-looking bakkie” club.

THE DRIVE
DRIVEtorque took it for a spin. 

Why Mitsubishi Triton is
making inroads in Zim

Drive your Ambition
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and easily wins the rear-seat 
comfort contest.
It is also pretty well-equipped by 
class standards. Included in the 
standard specification are a 
B l u e t o o t h / U S B - c o m p a t i b l e 
touchscreen audio system with 
steering wheel controls, cruise 
control, dual-zone climate 
control, leather seats (with 
electric adjustment for the 
driver), keyless entry with 
pushbutton engine start, LED 
headlamps, USB charging ports 
scattered all over the cabin, and a 
colour rear-view camera. 

SAFETY
Standard safety kit is quite 
comprehensive on the Triton, and 
includes ABS, traction control, 7 
airbags and rear ISOFIX child seat 
anchors. It performed well in 
crash testing as well, scoring 5 
stars (in local specification) in its 
Australian NCAP (ANCAP) 
evaluation. Combine this cocoon 

of protection with positive 
handling characteristics, and you 
end up with a bakkie which will 
do its best to keep you out of an 
accident, but will also protect you 
really well if you cannot avoid 
getting into one.

FUEL CONSUMPTION
Mitsubishi claims an average fuel 
consumption figure of 8.3 ℓ/100 
km, which is just a bit on the 
optimistic side. In the end, our 
test average came to 9.6 ℓ/100 km, 
which is still commendable for an 
automatic, 4x4, double-cab 
bakkie in a mix of 60% town 
driving and 40% on (congested) 
freeways. 

Prolonged open-road driving will 
likely return better than 9.0 ℓ/100 
km, and getting caught up in 
stop-go traffic will see it pass the 
10 ℓ/100 km mark. At the very 
least, it is comparable (and in 
some cases, superior) to other 
bakkies of this ilk. Clearly, fuel 
efficiency is not the reason why 
the Triton has such a low market 
profile, either.

PRICE
Priced from US$51400 Triton 
offers very good value for money 
among the modern-bakkie set. 
Considering its spread of 
all-terrain abilities, performance 
on tap, extensive standard 
equipment list and cabin space, it 
is actually quite a bargain. It is a 
thoroughly contemporary bakkie 
with class-competitive 
characteristics at a fair price, so it 
definitely deserves more 
attention in the marketplace.

THE VERDICT
Our test drive was a very pleasant 
experience, even for someone 
with very little real need for a 
bakkie. It is easy to live with, good 
to drive, comfortable, spacious, 
and solidly made. Prior 
experience has also shown it to 
be exceptionally capable in 
severe off-road conditions, and its 
overall refinement is highly 
appreciated both on long trips 
and in town alike. 

Objectively, the Triton is highly 
competitive in its market 
segment, and very good value for 
money. 

Available ex-stock from Zimoco. 
No waiting period. Call them on 
0242-885329/30

OVERALL, the Triton has the 
dynamic and off-road abilities to 
easily mix it with the best in its 
class – and most probably kick 
sand in their eyes in the process. 
Even if the Triton had no other 
virtues at all, this blend of 
all-terrain ability should be 
enough to have buyers queueing 
up outside the dealerships.... and 
yet, somehow, they do not seem 
to.

This is a double-cab bakkie with a 
diesel engine, automatic gearbox, 
and four-wheel drive, so nobody 
expects it to be a rocketship. But 
the performance on offer may in 
fact surprise many observers, just 
as the effortless driving 
experience  behind the wheel 
may surprise first-time drivers.

Sending incredible power into 
the aforementioned 4WD system 
is a new 6-speed automatic, 
which shifts imperceptibly yet 

promptly to goad the engine into 
action. As a result, all-round 
performance is muscular, even if 
the moment of take-off lag from 
standstill could occasionally 
catch out an unwary driver in 
heavy traffic. Suffice it to say that 
the engine and drivetrain are not 
reasons for buyers to disregard 
the Triton, these are actually solid 
motives to consider one. 
SPACE AND COMFORT
Mitsubishi managed to pull off a 
minor packaging miracle with 
the Triton. From the shortest 
wheelbase, they managed to 
create one of the most-spacious 
cabins in its class – without 
compromising on load bay 
volume. The secret lies in that 
“J-line” cabin style (where the cab 
meets the load bin), which 
allowed the engineers to 
re-position the rear seats for 
greater comfort and more 
legroom. As a result, the Triton 
has class-leading cabin space, 
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unlocking for added safety.

Single Cab-Cab Chassis 4x4 
models have Easy Select 4WD 
which allows you to switch 
between 2WD and 4WD on the 
move at speeds under 100km/h 
with the touch of a dial.

Display audio controls with 
Bluetooth phone connectivity, 
USB Port and steering wheel 
audio, phone and cruise control 
switches are also close at hand, 
ensuring you remain safely 
focused on the road ahead.

It also features a 
Multi-Information Display where 
information such as trip 
computer and average fuel 
consumption are all within easy 
sight of the driver.

Tilt and telescopic steering is 
standard across the Triton range, 
allowing even the fussiest driver 
to find the most comfortable 
driving position to suit.

At the core of Triton sits this 
refined and super-responsive 2.4L 
DOHC MIVEC 16 valve common 
rail intercooled diesel engine. An 
aluminium cylinder block, and 
strong yet lightweight materials 
reduce weight, and with a 
compression ratio of 15.5:1, it’s 
among the quietest and most 
efficient diesel engines on the 
market contributing to better 
torque and power across the 

whole rev range. In fact, we know 
it will exceed your expectations. 

Peak power is 133kW at 3500rpm, 
while torque is an impressive 
430Nm at 2500rpm across both 
manual and automatic 
transmission models. The world’s 
trusted innovation, light-weight, 
Tough, Durable, Excellent cooling 
system will give you a 20% 
improvement in fuel economy on 
the older model.

The lightweight engine achieves 
low fuel consumption and CO2 
emissions across the range, while 
also delivering outstanding 
power and performance. MIVEC is 
a bit of a mouthful! MIVEC 
(Mitsubishi Innovative Valve 
timing Electronic Control system) 
is the name for the engines 
equipped with the variable valve 
timing mechanism developed by 
Mitsubishi Motors. We’ve been 
focusing on technologies that 
control valve timing because we 
realised it's the way to achieve 
high power output, low fuel 
consumption and low exhaust 
emissions. An intercooler is an 
intake air cooling device. It cools 
the air and increases the density 
of the air that is compressed by 
the turbocharger.

Available ex-stock from Zimoco. 
Call them on 0242-885329/30

SPECIFICATIONS

ENGINE TYPE: MIVEC DOHC 
Intercooled Turbo Diesel
FUEL SYSTEM: Common Rail 
Direct Injection
MAX. OUTPUT: 133kW@3500rpm
MAX. TORQUE: 
430Nm@2500rpm
TRANSMISSION: 5-speed M/T
TURNING RADIUS: 5.9m
GROUND CLEARANCE: 220mm

FUEL TANK CAPACITY: 75litres
FUEL CONSUMPTION: 
7.5L/100km (Combined Cycle)

IF YOU are looking for a bakkie 
designed for hard labour, do not 
look any further than the 
Mitsubishi Triton.

Older folk will remember how 
Harare’s city council made full use 
of the older L200. If City of Harare 
doesn’t provide sufficient 
recommendation, stop by at 
ZESA. Zimbabwe’s electricity 
supplier had a very long and 
satisfying working relationship 
with the Mitsubishi Triton.

So, imagine having this beast of a 
vehicle in your business.

It is a bakkie with cutting-edge 
design, with everything you need 
to make driving less strenuous.

It includes a powerful engine, 
robust control and spacious cab. 

It’s massive load capacity of up to 
1950-kgs offers you all the space 
you need to carry heavy material. 
There is the perfect distance from 
ground tailgate, which makes it 
easy for loading. 

The new Triton bakkie uses a 
chassis frame with superior 
durability and toughness, 
offering more effective 
reinforcement as well as resisting 
bending.

This vehicle is a powerful bakkie, 
no doubt, its 2 400 changes and 
enhancements being the latest 
feature.

With an overhaul to the body and 
a plethora of new technological 
innovations, it's a whole lot of 
automobile. The Mitsubishi Triton 
is durable, powerful and 
comfortable for those long days 
at the office. 

Mitsubishi’s unique Super Select 
II 4WD system offers four 
different drive modes for 
improved driver control and 
passenger safety. 

The 4H drive mode distributes 
torque in a 40:60 ratio between 
the front and rear wheels for safer 
on-road driving in slippery 
conditions – dirt, gravel and wet 
roads. 4HLc (4WD High range 
with CD locked) distributes 
torque equally between the front 
and rear wheels for improved 
traction on sand, dirt and slippery 
surfaces like snow. 

Six speeds give you total control 
of power delivery to match 
whatever driving conditions you 
may face. The smooth stick 
action, shorter stroke and lighter 
clutch all make for an easier 
operation, making it more of a 
normal car than a pickup truck.

To help keep the bakkie moving 
in the toughest conditions, it is 
fitted a switchable rear 
differential lock. This locks the 
rear differential in place and 
helps distribute power evenly to 
both rear wheels.

It has Bluetooth with music 
streaming. So, it’s easy to play 
your favourite tracks on your 
smartphone music through the 
car stereo.

The GLX Single Cab-Cab Chassis 
is robust, reliable and safe to get 
the hard jobs done. It has a 
heavy-duty suspension. For extra 
peace-of-mind, all Triton models 
feature speed sensing auto door 
lock and crash detection door 

Mitsubishi Triton S/Cabs
available Ex-Stock from Zimoco

Drive your Ambition
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Never complains about working conditions

Available
Ex-Stock

Engine Type: MIVEC DOHC Intercooled Turbo Diesel 

Fuel System: Common Rail Direct Injection

Max. Output: 133kW@3500rpm 

Max. Torque: 430Nm@2500rpm 

Transmission: 5-speed M/T 

Turning Radius: 5.9m 

Ground Clearance: 220mm 

Fuel Tank Capacity: 75litres

Fuel Consumption: 7.5L/100km (Combined Cycle)

Sam Levy’s Village Showroom:
Shop III, Borrowdale, Harare
Tel : (+263 242) 885 729/30, 885 744/45, 885 748/49/50
Email : Enquiries@zimoco.co.zw
Website : Www.zimoco.co.zw
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SPECIFICATIONS
• ABS with EBD

• Four-wheel drive

• Stability & Traction   
 control

• Hill-start assist

• 7 Airbags

• Climate control

• Multifunction steering   
 wheel

• Touchscreen    
 infotainment system with  
 Apple CarPlay and   
 Android Auto

• Adaptive cruise control

• Lane departure warning

• Keyless entry/start

• Tailgate assist

• LED headlights

LOOKING to add Zimbabwe's 
favourite bakkie to your garage? 
Here is what you need to know 
about the evergreen Toyota Hilux.
Is the Toyota Hilux a good car? 
The Hilux arrived in the late 1960s 
and since then has created a 
fantastic reputation for reliability 
and affordability. It has cemented 
its place as Zimbabwe's favourite 
bakkie.

Who is the Toyota Hilux a good 
car for?
With 42 variants available locally, 
there is literally a Hilux for all 
requirements. That being said, 
business owners, active people, 
family adventurers and those 
who require space will find the 
Hilux appealing.

Is the Toyota Hilux good for dog 
owners?
With a hard-wearing interior and 
a large rear loading bay, the Hilux 
can load as many pooches as you 
need, without the guilt that they 
may make the vehicle dirty since 
bakkies are designed to be used 
for such things.
Is the Toyota Hilux good for new 
drivers?
It is not the first car that springs 
to mind when thinking about a 
first car, yet you cannot go wrong 
with a new Hilux Legend if it is 
possible for you to drive one. 

Is the Toyota Hilux a good 
family car?
With a double cab option coupled 
with a massive rear loading bay, 
the Hilux can be used as a safe 
and spacious family vehicle.

Is the Hilux a 4x4?
There is the option of a 
four-wheel-drive system, 
complete with a low-range 
transfer case across the Hilux 
model range, making it capable 
off the beaten path.

What is it like to drive? 
The Toyota Hilux has evolved over 
the decades, from a workhouse to 
something that can be used for 
both work and play. This has 
cemented the Hilux as 
Zimbabwe's best-selling vehicle 
for many years.

Reviewer's opinion:
"While the normal Hilux 
(currently) are not the prettiest 
things out there, they are 
genuine capable machines. 
Whether you are mounting a 
kerb at a shopping centre or 
scrabbling over a mountain, the 
Hilux is guaranteed to handle 
whatever you throw at it with 
hardly a shrug or a rattle."

What is the Toyota Hilux like 
inside? 
The interior of the Hilux model 
ranges from utilitarian to fairly 
luxurious, depending on which 
model you have chosen. Either 
way, there is a solidity to the way 
the product has been designed at 
built that makes you feel as if it 
will stand the test of time. 
Style. The Hilux range can look 
incredibly basic in chassis cab 
guise or luxurious and 
well-trimmed and specified in 
the flagship Legend RS guise.

All you need to know about

the  Toyota Hilux
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Underwritten by Econet Insurance (Pvt) Ltd

It’s that time 
again, renew 
your motor 
vehicle from 
anywhere!
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TOYOTA HILUX
Hilux Double Cab 2.8 GD6 4X4 LEGEND RS AT
MAXIMUM POWER (KW @ R/MIN)    150@3000-3400
MAXIMUM TORQUE (NM @ R/MIN)    500@1600-2800
FUEL CONSUMPTION (L/100KM)   8.0
STARTING PRICE:      US$77159

FORD RANGER
2.2 TDCi Double Cab Base 5MT 4×2 HR
MAXIMUM POWER (KW @ R/MIN)    88@3700
MAXIMUM TORQUE (NM @ R/MIN)    285@1500-2300
FUEL CONSUMPTION (L/100KM)    8.6
STARTING PRICE: FROM     US$69752 (FORD RANGER
       3.2D XLTA/T 4X4)
VW AMAROK
Volkswagen Amarok 2.0 BiTDI 132 kW Auto Highline
MAXIMUM POWER (KW @ R/MIN)    132@4000
MAXIMUM TORQUE (NM @ R/MIN)    420@1500-2000
Amarok Double Cab “Extreme” 3.0 TDI 190 kW 4MO
MAXIMUM POWER (KW @ R/MIN)    190@3250 – 4500
MAXIMUM TORQUE (NM @ R/MIN)    580@ 1400-3000
FUEL CONSUMPTION (L/100KM)    10.5
STARTING PRICE:      From US$72343

ISUZU D-MAX
D-MAX 250 HO Double Cab HI-RIDE Auto
MAXIMUM POWER (KW @ R/MIN)    100@3400
MAXIMUM TORQUE (NM @ R/MIN)    320@1800 – 2800
FUEL CONSUMPTION (L/100KM)    8.1
STARTING PRICE:      From US$61000 (ISUZU  
       D-MAX 300 LX A/T 4X4)

NISSAN NAVARA
Navara 2.3D SE 4X2 DC MT
MAXIMUM POWER (KW @ R/MIN)    140
MAXIMUM TORQUE (NM @ R/MIN)    450@1500-2500
FUEL CONSUMPTION (L/100KM)    7.0
STARTING PRICE:      From US$69515

MITSUBISHI TRITON XTREME
Mitsubishi Triton  2.4 DI-DC A/T 4×4
MAXIMUM POWER (KW @ R/MIN)    133@3500
MAXIMUM TORQUE (NM @ R/MIN)    430@2500
FUEL CONSUMPTION (L/100KM)    8.3
STARTING PRICE:      From US$60,500

MAZDA BT50
Engine 3.0 litre in-line 4 cylinder 16 valve DOHC intercooled turbo diesel
MAXIMUM POWER      140 kW
MAXIMUM TORQUE      450 Nm
FUEL CONSUMPTION (L/100KM)    7.6
STARTING PRICE:      From US$ USD 51,500 

GWM P SERIES
MODEL:       GWM P-Series DC 2,0TD L 4x4 8AT
ENGINE:       2,0-litre, four-cylinder, turbodiesel
MAXIMUM POWER:      120 kW/3600 rpm;
MAXIMUM TORQUE:      400 N·m /1500-2500 rpm.
FUEL CONSUMPTION:     9,4 L/100 km 
TRANSMISSION:      Eight-speed automatic
PRICE:        From US$38,000

BAKKIE SALES in Zimbabwe continue to show resilience in what was a turbulent year in 2020. Hilux leads the sales, followed by Isuzu, Ford 
Ranger and then the new kid in town Mitsubishi Triton. Triton sales are doing very well for a new model on the market.

DRIVEtorque highlights some of the more popular double cab bakkie brands for sale in the country, including the price for the entry level, and 
flagship model, while also highlighting their ability under the hood. 

Prices are our estimation. For correct up to date pricing please contact the dealership

Take your pick. There is the power and price. Enjoy.

Zimbabwe’s most-loved bakkies compared:
price and power
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Exceeding Customers’ Expectations
service advisor. These are experts 
when it comes to servicing your 
vehicle. They will give you 
invaluable counsel. 

Most modern vehicles are now 
equipped with a service interval 
indicator on the dash that will 
notify you when it is time for your 
scheduled maintenance. If you 
drive your vehicle more than the 
average person, or occasionally 
push it to extremes, the service 
indicator may appear sooner.
 
In order to make sure your 
ownership experience is as 
gratifying as possible; DRIVUS 
world uses Genuine Parts and 
Branded After- market parts as 
recommended by OEMs should 
the need for replacements arise. 
Each Genuine Part is designed, 
engineered and tested for 
optimum performance, safety, 
robustness and reliability 
according to respective vehicle 
manufacturer. 

DRIVUS worlds' professionally 
trained technicians have the skills 
to get your vehicle into top 
condition. Clients are now 
moving over to DRIVUS World 
because they correctly diagnose 
and repair vehicles. They 
experience a very low return rate, 
probably the best in the 
automotive industry. Clients 
spoken to by DRIVEtorque, 
praised DRIVUS World for their 
ability to diagnose a problem 
there and then and most of all, for 
the ability to fix the problem.

Mr Godwin Kwenda the 

Managing Director for DRIVUS 
World said vehicle owners must 
come to their workshop for all 
their repair and servicing needs. 
He urged people not to 
compromise the performance 
and well-being of their vehicles 
by going to bush mechanics or 
siyaso who do not have 
diagnostic equipment and 
requisite repair skills. “Our car 
repair experts will get your 
vehicle serviced as quickly as 
possible and most importantly 
in the correct manner that 
meets manufacturers’ 
standards. We will 
communicate with you at every 
stage of the process”, he 
concluded. Godwin is a 
well-respected technical person 
in the automotive industry 
having worked on leading brands 
and has trained and mentored 
leading mechanics in the country. 
He is also a well-known trouble 
shooter for vehicles that present 
seemingly impossible challenges.

DRIVUSs World has a host of 
repair and recovery options for 
your vehicle, including a tow 
truck available for drivers 
anywhere in Zimbabwe. They are 
a fully mechanised workshop 
with a fully-functional recovery 
service. They can pick up your car 
for repairs and return it wherever 
you are in Zimbabwe.

To schedule your next 
appointment, do come to 
DRIVUS World workshop at 124 
Simon Mazorodze Road, Harare. 
Or you can call on 
(0242)621723/739 or
0778 144 072

DRIVUS World has over the years 
established itself as Zimbabwe’s 
service centre of choice. It 
excited, executed and has 
exceeded customers’ 
expectations. The service centre 
will take in reputable brands. The 
DRIVUS team of qualified 
experienced technicians is able to 
give you advice on maintaining 
your vehicle to save you money. 
The DRIVUS workshop personnel 
have unrivalled knowledge and 
experience in vehicle repair 
sticking to the strict standards set 
by the respective manufacturers 
of these brands. There are no 
shortcuts.

DRIVUS benchmarks itself with 
leading workshops in South 
Africa and the world over.
The DRIVUS World certified 
technical team comprises of 
individuals who have worked on 
Ford, Toyota, Nissan, Isuzu, 
Mazda, Land Rover, Nissan , Chev, 
Kia and others. They tried and 
tested experts long before they 
joined DRIVUS World. This is for 
your convenience. It means that 
you do not have to split your fleet 
according to manufacturer for 
maintenance or repairs. You can 
take all your cars to their one-stop 
shop. There are incredible 
discounts from the economies of 
scale that they enjoy on pricing of 
parts and more. It is a win-win.

If you own any of the said brands, 
there is no better place than 
DRIVUS World for your vehicle. 
They will give your car a thorough 
check up. They commence a 
routine maintenance or repairs 
programme for your vehicle. Their 

workshop is equipped to 
international standards with 
original equipment manufacturer 
tools of the trade. It compares 
with most the world over.

Their trained Service Advisors and 
technicians have unrivalled 
experience, knowledge, and skills 
on the brands they work on. What 
is more is that all Approved 
Service Centres use 
state-of-the-art equipment in up 
-to-date workshop environments. 
On top of the assurance of 
qualified technicians entrusted to 
work on your car, there are extra 
benefits to using DRIVUS World. 
It has become one of the busiest 
workshops in the automotive 
industry. It attracts top skills to 
their workshops. 

DRIVUS World believes in 
recruiting talented technicians 
who are passionate about the 
customer. It is not just about the 
vehicle. It is more importantly 
about the people. The must 
always be prepared to upgrade 
their skills in an ever-changing 
world of technology. This parallels 
with continuing staff 
development in people skills. 
DRIVUS World believes in 
rewarding its technicians 
handsomely. A happy technician 
translates into a happy customer. 
This is why the repeat business is 
very high. 

All services should be carried out 
according to the distance or 
time-based intervals that is 
prescribed by the manufacturer. 
If in doubt please visit DRIVUS 
World service centre and ask for a 
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When you trust the wrong mechanics,
you will still pay even after “repairs”.

info@drivus.co.zw
service@drivus.co.zw
www.drivus.co.zw

24-126 Corner Simon Mazorodze
& Manchester Road . Southerton
Harare . Zimbabwe

0778 144 072
0719 144 072
0772 917 708

Choose the right 
service specialists!

The quality of parts 
is the future of 
your vehicle.
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The car has a 2800mm wheelbase 
and flat floor can turn the 
backseat into a roomy lounge. 
The e6 is pretty darn spacious. 
With a 2800mm wheelbase and a 
nearly flat rear floor, this MPV’s 
backseat lets three adults stretch 
out with ease. There is also a 
handy pair of USB ports for 
charging phones on the go.

The e6 offers a very useful 580 
litres of boot capacity. 

Range anxiety will be the last 
thing on your mind in this electric 
MPV. The BYD e6’s 71.7kWh 
battery is supposedly good for 
just over 500km, depending. It 
can take you to Bulawayo from 
Harare without bleeping on the 

way.

With over 500km of travel, that 
means that you could easily use 
this e6 for approximately 10 days 
before needing to juice up its 
Blade batteries if you are driving 
in the city.

Charging the e6 is fairly quick, 
too. With a 40kW AC charger, the 
BYD e6 can be fully recharged in 
just about 2 hours. Using a 60kW 
DC charger, the e6 will only need 
1.5 hours to recharge.

The BYD e6 has excellent range, 
but in return for this, you have to 
live with its relaxed performance. 
The electric motor, which is good 
for 70kW and 180Nm, has to 
propel 1930kg. That is over two 

BYD the Chinese automaker is 
the largest electric vehicle (EV) 
manufacturers in the world. 
Founded in 1995, BYD, which 
stands for “Build Your Dreams, 
also offers electric commercial 
vehicles and forklifts, too.

It is represented in Zimbabwe by 
BYD Zimbabwe a member of 
Tsapo Group.

The all new E6 is a sleek and 
attractive five-seater 
multi-purpose vehicle (MPV). It is 
also a relatively large one at that. 
The e6 is larger than a Renault 
Scenic. In fact, it is even bigger 
than the seven-seater Citroen 
Grand C4 Spacetourer.

The cockpit is neat and 
ergonomic with an easy to 
operate infotainment.

Overall build quality feels better, 
and the cabin feels a lot spacious. 
Interestingly, the latest e6 utilizes 
an analogue instrument panel 
unlike its predecessor, which has 
a digital cluster.

The important thing here is 
ergonomics. The new e6’s panel is 
in front of the driver and is much 
neater than the old e6’s cluster, 
which is in the centre of the 
dashboard and rather cluttered.

Other neat touches include a 
flat-bottom steering wheel, clean 
centre console and numerous 
storage points. BYD clearly put 

some thought into the user 
experience and it shows.

It offers Bluetooth connectivity 
but it does not have Apple 
CarPlay or Android Auto, which 
offer more seamless connections. 
DRIVEtorque suspects that this 
will be on the next model.

That is why you still need to sync 
it to your phone’s Wi-Fi 
connection in order to use Google 
Maps.

More impressive, on the other 
hand, is the e6’s remote start 
function. Pressing a button on 
the key fob switches the car on 
and runs the air-conditioning 
system. This is pretty handy if you 
usually park outdoors.

The BYD E6 is a view of the future
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their General Manager Mufaro 
Mugumbate.

“BYD Zimbabwe is leading the 
Electric Vehicle adoption 
agenda in Zimbabwe and has 
done so by introducing the first 
EVCA or Electric Vehicle Centre 
in Africa right here in 

Zimbabwe where we not only 
sell electric vehicles, but also 
service and maintain them,” he 
added.

For more information on the BYD 
electric vehicle please contact 
BYD Zimbabwe on 31 Airport 
Road Phone (024) 2572887

SPECIFICATIONS
MOTOR     AC Permanent 
magnet synchronous

MAX POWER     70kW

MAX TORQUE     180Nm

BATTERY CAPACITY     71.7kWh

POWER TO WEIGHT   
48.7hp per ton

GEARBOX     
Single-speed automatic

0-100KM/H     
18 seconds (estimated)

TOP SPEED     130km/h

CONSUMPTION AS TESTED     
15.1kWh/100km (combined)

MAX RANGE     500km

PRICE     From US$  44,698.21  
(Excl Duty & VAT)

tons with passengers and their 
belongings.

Due to its inertia, the e6 is slow off 
the line. Do not fret.  It is all good 
once you get going. 

The e6 has quiet and gentle 
manners. The electric motor is 
very subdued even under hard 
acceleration, and the ride quality 
is better than expected. The BYD 
e6 dispenses with woolly surfaces 
without breaking a sweat.

This is thanks to the MacPherson 
strut and multi-link rear 
suspension setup, which also 
contribute to the car’s easy 
handling characteristics.

It may lean considerably around 
corners, but the e6 remains 
progressive and predictable, 
which might make it less 
intimidating for a first-time EV 
owner.

ELECTRIC PROPOSITION
The BYD e6 currently starts from 
US$ 44,698.21  (Excl Duty & VAT).
This makes it quite appealing. 
Most of the missteps, such as the 
lack of Apple CarPlay and 
electrically folding wing mirrors, 
and that strange single air vent 
for the backseat passengers, can 
be overlooked.

You get huge space, good 
refinement and frankly, 
stupendous range. Anyone who 
says that the range “is still not 
enough” does not know what 
they are talking about.

If you have a family of five and 
wish to get on the electric 
bandwagon, the e6 would not be 
a bad place to start.

“BYD is a futuristic company, 
and we have brought the future 
to Zimbabwe. We are providing 

cost-effective sustainable 
solutions in the transport and 
logistics sector through 100% 
electric vehicles for individuals 
& corporates, 100% electric 
trucks and forklifts for 
industries & mines and 100% 
electric tricycles for SME’s and 
the agriculture sector,” said 
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Guidelines for buying a
good second-hand bakkie

same model line-up.

It will thus share the same front 
wheel-drive passenger car 
substructure and suspension 
layout, and have the same 
advantages and disadvantages.

The road springs may be slightly 
stiffer to carry the extra load and 
cope with rough roads.

Such a vehicle is usually more 
comfortable than a one-tonner, 
but is unlikely to be tough 
enough for farm duties.

In contrast, most one-ton bakkies 
are designed as workhorses. The 
body is usually mounted on a 
separate steel chassis, and the 
suspension, gearbox and rear axle 
are built to last longer than those 
of an average car.

In the interest of longevity, the 
engine is detuned: it develops 
less power per litre than the same 
unit fitted to the car.

Luxury features, such as those 
fitted to double cab versions, are 
of secondary concern. A one-ton 
bakkie is thus a wise choice for a 
hard-working vehicle, but the 
purchase and maintenance costs 
will be higher than those for a 
half-tonner.

TURBO OR NOT TURBO?
Unblown petrol or diesel engines 
(engines not fitted with a 
turbocharger) make excellent 
power units for workhorses.

The Toyota Land Cruiser 70-series 
pickup is the only unblown diesel 
engine bakkie still available new, 
but you may find some older 
unblown Japanese bakkies in the 
marketplace.

The addition of a turbo, which 
increases the power and torque 
output in proportion to the boost 
pressure, changes the picture. 
Turbos run at about 200 000 rpm 
at full boost, and the impeller in 
the exhaust manifold and part of 
the shaft becomes red-hot.

The combination of heat and 
high speed means that special 
bearings have to be used.

These cannot function properly 
unless very clean 
high-performance oil is used. 
Engine oil must be changed at 
the recommended intervals; the 
casual attitude towards service 
intervals that an unblown engine 
can tolerate will not do for a 
turbocharged engine.

On older turbocharged engines, 
drivers were advised to let an 
engine idle for a minute or so 
after a hard workout to let the 
turbo and its shaft cool down.

This was done because the oil 
supply to the turbo bearing was 
cut off when the engine stopped.
Many modern engines have a 
special oil supply that does not 
depend on engine rotation, but 
letting a turbo cool down is still a 
good idea.

After months of searching for a 
second-hand bakkie, you 
suddenly find yourself in 
someone’s yard looking at a 
potential buy. It sits there 
gleaming in the sun, the price is 
tempting, and it seems a great 
buy, but is it really? Jake Venter 
can help you decide.

TIPS FOR BUYING A GOOD 
SECOND-HAND BAKKIE
Take the bakkie for a test drive, 
checking that the idling and the 
acceleration are smooth. There 
must be no suspicious rattles or 
knocks. Ensue the handling is 
normal, and the brakes stop the 
vehicle safely.

 Afterwards, inspect the exterior, 
interior and underside of the 
bakkie carefully, looking for any 
damage, rust or signs of repair. 
Take a look at the engine too, 
focusing on the belts and hoses. 
It is a good idea to bring a friend 
with you: two pairs of eyes are 
better than one. 

Finding a good second-hand 
bakkie is more difficult than 
finding a good pre-owned car.

Bakkies usually work harder than 
cars and are therefore subject to 
more wear and tear.

They are often also driven by 
employees, and its human selfish 
nature not to steward other 
people’s property well.

DO YOUR HOMEWORK

The first thing to decide is what 
type of bakkie do you want. Do 
you require a one-ton bakkie, or is 
a half-ton unit sufficient for your 
needs?

Do you want a petrol or a diesel 
engine? Would you prefer a 
manual or an automatic 
transmission? Each of these 
options has advantages and 
disadvantages.

A number of websites list the 
second-hand models on the 
market. They will enable you to 
compile a list of average prices 
and the availability of potential 
purchases.

The Internet can also give an idea 
of the reputation of various 
models.

Type in sentences such as “Model 
X advantages and disadvantages” 
to get both sides of the picture. 
And make a list of the features 
you like and that you do not like, 
in case you forget to check for 
them while inspecting a bakkie.

Magazine road tests can be a 
useful source of information, but 
do not pay too much attention to 
the published fuel consumption 
figures. Consumption depends so 
much on driving style and usage 
that these tell you very little.

ONE-TON OR HALF-TON?
A half-ton (sometimes 
three-quarter-ton) bakkie is 
usually based on a sedan in the 



DRIVEtorque AUGUST 2021 | PAGE 36www.drivetorque.com

vibration. If this is excessive, the 
drive-train or engine mounting 
may be worn out.

A manual clutch should not slip, 
and gear changes should be 
smooth, regardless of whether 
the transmission is manual or 
automatic. Look in the rear-view 
mirror for signs of smoking while 
accelerating and coasting.

Try to drive over a dirt road. The 
suspension should not make a 
knocking sound, and jolts should 
not lead to continued bouncing. If 
this does occur, the shock 
absorbers are most likely worn 
out.

If the bakkie tries to turn sideways 
when you accelerate on 
corrugation, the shocks are 
definitely worn out.

Brake hard on a solid surface to 
see if the bakkie stops promptly 
and without making a noise. 
When you come to a stop, keep 
your foot hard on the pedal for 
about 30 seconds.If the pedal 
goes down slowly there is a leak 
in the braking system.

The steering wheel should turn 

without making a noise, and if 
you let go of the wheel on a level 
road the car should go straight 
for at least 300m and then slowly 
move to the left; most roads are 
cambered that way.

MAKE SURE THE BAKKIE FEELS 
SECURE WHILE CORNERING.
After the drive, examine the 
exterior and interior of the 
vehicle, as well as underneath it 
for signs of damage, rust or repair. 
The tyres may be worn, but they 
can be replaced. Make sure that 
all the accessories work.

Open the bonnet and check the 
condition of the belts, hoses and 
battery.

Look at the colour of the water; 
dirty green or yellow indicates 
that an anti-freeze is present. 
Check the auto transmission 
fluid; it should be cherry-red. If it 
is very dark, the auto 
transmission is in need of a 
service.

Do take a friend with you. Even if 
your friend is not a mechanic, 
he/she may notice something 
that you may likely miss.

Another problem associated with 
turbocharged engines is that the 
high torque delivery at low 
engine speeds tends to invite 
drivers to stay in a high gear and 
accelerate at full throttle from 
low speed without changing 
gear.

This habit, called lugging, causes 
the crankshaft to shake itself like 
a wet dog, which increases 
drive-train and engine stress to a 
level that may eventually lead to 
failure 

Turbocharged bakkies are fun to 
drive and can be highly 
economical at small throttle 
openings, but my personal 
(conservative) opinion is that a 
new turbocharged bakkie should 
not be kept past the end of the 
warranty period.

A second-hand turbocharged 
bakkie should not even be 
considered unless you know its 
owner personally  and the 
vehicle’s service history.

MANUAL OR AUTOMATIC?
A manual transmission wastes 
less energy to friction than most 
auto transmissions, but some of 
the latest dual-clutch automatics 
come very close to matching 
manual units in this respect.

The clutch unit on a manual 
transmission normally requires 
replacement every four years or 
so, depending on the driver’s 
habits. Most automatics, in 
contrast, have a long life if the 
transmission fluid condition is 
monitored from time to time.

Automatics have another major 
advantage: lugging is impossible, 
as the transmission changes to a 

lower gear before the engine 
even starts to feel the extra stress. 
An automatic transmission can 
thus be an engine saver, and it 
should be your choice if your 
bakkie is driven by somebody 
else.

Second-hand 4WD bakkies 
should be regarded with 
suspicion. If they have spent a lot 
of time off-road, the drive-train 
may be worn out.

Avoid bakkies that are fitted with 
dual-mass flywheels instead of a 
normal single flywheel and 
clutch. These units have such a 
poor service record, and are so 
expensive to repair, that a major 
parts supplier sells normal clutch 
kits to replace failed dual-mass 
units.

TEST DRIVE BEFORE BUYING
A test drive is essential. Observe 
whether the engine starts easily, 
and idles smoothly. With modern 
fuel injection these qualities are 
commonplace, but with an older 
carburetor and distributor setup, 
a difficult start and rough idle 
points to a lack of proper 
servicing.

LISTEN FOR ANY ODD NOISES.
Neither engine, gearbox, final 
drive nor exhaust should make 
any undue noise. Unfortunately, 
only an expert on the particular 
model will be able to tell you 
whether any of the noises spells 
trouble. Find one and possibly 
take them with you or send an 
audio recording.

ROAD TEST AND IMPRESSION
The bakkie should accelerate 
strongly and smoothly through 
the gears, but you should also lug 
the engine to bring out some 

CONSIDER USING A
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Full page advert with editorial in 
DRIVEtorque publication

Advert on www.drivetorque.com 
for a month

Advert on DRIVEtorque Facebook 
page for a month

Advert on DRIVEtorque Instagram 
for a month

Product placement for 30 secs on 
DRIVEtorque motoring show on 
Star FM Zimbabwe

Free publicity on Star FM FB page 
with more than 430000 followers

This package includes This package includes

Segment Sponsorship on DRIVEtorque motoring show on Star FM

Sponsorship of DRIVEtorque motoring show on Star FM 

You can choose part of a package or structure your own package according to your needs at a premium of 30%

Rates effective - 1 August 2021 Advertisers please contact Vanessa on: 

Mobile : 0774 074 939
Landline : 0242 850 957 / 870 030
Email :  motoring@drivetorque.com

68,000ZWL

8,500ZWL

8,500ZWL

8,500ZWL

17,000ZWL

GOLD
PACKAGE

110,500

Full page advert in DRIVEtorque 
publication

Advert on www.drivetorque.com 
for 2 weeks

Advert on DRIVEtorque Facebook 
page for 2 weeks 

Advert on DRIVEtorque 
Instagram for 2 weeks

Product placement for 15 secs on 
DRIVEtorque motoring show on 
Star FM Zimbabwe 

51,000ZWL

5,100ZWL

5,100ZWL

5,100ZWL

10,200ZWL

SILVER
PACKAGE

ADVERTISING
RATE CARD

THE BEST ADVERTISING PLATFORM FOR EXPOSURE FOR ALL BUSINESSES IN THE MOTORING INDUSTRY

ZWL
76,500

ZWL

59,500ZWL
136,000ZWL

@DRIVEtorque       www.drivetorque.com
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Next issue - 30th of September 2021

0778 729 988

motoring@drivetorque.com

www.drivetorque.com

SUBSCRIBE

DRIVEtorque

@DRIVEtorque

@DRIVEtorque

FOLLOW

Subscribe now to get a f ree copy of the fastest 
growing online motoring magazine in Zim via Email or 

Whatsapp.

WE’VE GOT THE 
SCOOP ON ALL THE 
LATEST MOTORING 
NEWS!


