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  e are in 2021 folks! It is September gone   
  already! Jacaranda and Flamboyant blooms   
  galore. Of lockdowns, shutdowns and covid-19  
  menace. Yet, life goes on. We drive on. We       
  countdown to the end of a year of resilience. 

In this edition, the thrilling Porsche 718 Spyder delivers some 
awesome exhilaration. BMW is producing two crazy bikes, The 

R 18 B and the R 18 Transcontinental. 

Award Winning Mitsubishi 7 seat Xpander is in the 
motherland.  ZIMOCO extends an incredible hand of 
partnership celebrating St George’s 125th anniversary. The 3rd 

generation Haval H6 is a real wonder. 

A plug-in, hydrogen fuel cell hybrid sports car is Hyundai’s 
vision. Watch this space! The Golden Dragon, Chinese brewed 
leading bus brands takes over the made- in -Europe buses 

after tailor making the bus specifically for Africa. 

Our AUTONEWS maker is Partson Jaure’s whose big car dream 
is now a reality. Sakunda Holdings, handed over a Ford-Ranger 

double-cab to him as the captain of Dynamos.  

A dream ignited at 22 years, a decade ago, on a tour of national 
duty trip to Tunisia. Our follow up on Partson cruising around 
in his Ford-Ranger gift, is definitely in the wings. He is an 
empathetic energetic leader of every individual person within 
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Autonews Maker

autonews maker

Dictionary

auto newsmaker|

/ˈɔːtəʊ njuːzmeɪkə/

a newsworthy person in the motoring industry.

Integrity, wisdom, communicator, self-awareness, gratitude, leaner, influencer, empathy, star, celebrity, respect, superstar, big-name, famous name, household 
name, leading edge, trend setter, disrupter, innovator, big-shot, positive thinker, luminary, leading-light, leader, focused, mentor, prominent, accomplished, goal 
getter, results-driven, achiever, deliver, talented, team player, intelligence, confidence, accountability, humility, resilience, vision

Partson Jaure
Team Captain - Dynamos FC

  t a busy and   
  crowded   
  restaurant in   
  Joina City Mall,  
  central Harare   
  about 9 years ago, 
Partson Jaure sat alone in a 
corner, quiet, munching his chips 
and chicken, a can of Fanta on 
the table.
 His demeanour was 
ordinary, common place, among 
the sea of other diners that 
afternoon. He was a young man 
who looked pretty much and just 
seemed to want to be treated 
liked the rest of crowd. 
 Clearly, it had not quite 
sunk in yet for Jaure. He was no 
longer the regular boy from 
Budiriro who could just walk into 
a packed café, order a meal, eat, 
and leave without drawing 
attention. This was not possible, 
how could it? Goodness how on 

earth did he even begin to think 
that could get away with it just 
like that!
 In the previous year of 
2011, Jaure was part of a Dynamos 
team that won the club’s first title 
in four years. A year later, 
Zimbabwe’s biggest football 
team was challenging for a 
second straight championship.
 Jaure was an incredible 
player. A brave and skilful young 
defender, at 22 . His fresh-faced 
boyish looks charmed fans and 
made him a firm favourite with 
the Dynamos faithful. 
 That day in 2012, 
conspicuous in his club tracksuit, 
a relaxed Jaure was repeatedly 
approached by friendly fans in 
that café. Credit to the Glamour 
Boys star, he greeted and 
received them all with grace 
answering questions, chatting 
and laughing with them like they 

were old acquittances.
 As Jaure was about to 
leave, he noticed yours truly 
sitting alone in another corner of 
the establishment, close to the 
exit. The Dynamos pin-up boy 
quickly walked across to my table, 
briefly sat on an empty chair 
there, as we exchanged 
pleasantries.
 He had recognised me as 
one of three journalists that had 
travelled with Dynamos to Tunisia 
earlier that year when the 
Zimbabwean champions were 
pummelled 6-0 by Espérance to 
suffer their worst defeat in the 
African Champions League.
 That heavy defeat, Jaure 
told me in that eatery, was the 
lowest point of his young career, 
and it depressed him whenever 
he thought about it. 
 I told him not to think 
much about it but that he rather 
learn from it , be positive. It takes 
a team to win. He was a gifted 
footballer destined for greater 
heights. Tunisia debacle is a 
battle lost but the war still can be 
won for him. In as much as Jaure 
felt disillusioned over the team’s 
6-0 loss, we also spoke about 
some happy times on that Tunisia 
trip.
 How right I was, seeing 
how things have turned out for 
Jaure over the years! Jaure is an 
automotive enthusiast. On our 
way from Tunis–Carthage 
International Airport in the bus, to 
our hotel in the small coastal 
town of El Menzar, about an 
hour’s journey, we saw a variety of 
cars, mostly luxurious brands. 
That is when I noticed the car 
enthusiast in Partson Jaure 
manifest. 
 On that drive from the 
airport to the hotel, players spoke 
about this and that – others sang, 
as is the norm with football 
teams. 
 I could clearly hear Jaure, 
sitting just in front of me in the 

bus, spew out information on the 
cars we saw on the road. He 
fervently commented about the 
vehicles we passed on that 
picturesque short trip to El 
Manzar, and the Mediterranean 
Sea below us, and telling his 
teammate Martin Vengesayi how 
one day he would like to drive 
around in a big vehicle.
 “Matso, hona iyo, mota 
hombe ndodzida! (Matso 
(Vengesayi’s nickname), check 
that one, I like big cars!),” he 
would quip excitedly to an equally 
animated Vengesayi.
 Life and time passes by 
and moves petty fast. Jaure, the 
star footballer and car enthusiast, 
is now captain of Dynamos, 
Zimbabwe’s number one football 
club, appointed such in 2020 after 
different stints outside the 
country.
 In 2020, Jaure – fresh 
from being made Dynamos 
skipper – was involved in a fatal 
accident with his Toyota RunX, a 
crash in which he was very 
fortunate to escape alive whilst 
two people lost their lives. 
 No driver wants to be in 
an accident, and for Jaure that 
was a regrettable chapter of his 
time on the road. 
 However, last month, 
Jaure’s  big car dream came 
through. Sakunda Holdings, in 
announcing a new sponsorship 
deals for Zimbabwe’s two biggest 
football clubs – Dynamos and 
Highlanders – handed over 
Ford-Ranger double-cab cars to 
the coaches and captains of both 
iconic clubs.
 Jaure as the captain of 
Dynamos, so he got his big ride, 
his dream big car! One day, we 
shall follow up and share with you 
the experience of Partson 
cruising around in his 
Ford-Ranger gift from Sakunda. 
For this and other quality 
motoring news, keep logged on 
to DRIVEtorque!
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•  The third generation  Haval H6  
 represents great improvements in  
 all departments.

•  A newly-developed 2.0 litre engine  
 impresses with great performance.

•  Very competitive pricing means  
 that the Haval H6 offers extremely  
 good value for money.

  imoco is on a roll with Havals,  
  consistently selling more  
  than 30 a month. They are  
  now a trusted brand on  
  the market. A brand that  
  consumers can trust. Zimoco 
sells Haval and their bakkie brand, GWM.
 They offer excellent value for money, 
and while the previous generation products 
still needed some refining, their latest 
products can truly stand equal among 
German, Japanese, and Korean competitors.
 Their P-Series has upset the bakkie 
market, as has their recently launched Jolion, 
selling out in a matter of weeks.

 ENTER THE H6
 The Haval H6 is an important model 
for the Chinese brand as it is this 
medium-sized SUV that helped cement its 
reputation as a real player in recent years, and 
the third generation aims to take that one 
step further.
 The second-generation H6 was not 
available in right-hand drive, so it was never 
sold in Zimbabwe, meaning that this 
third-generation model represents a 
quantum leap in all departments compared 
to what Zimbabweans experienced before.
 The third-generation H6 is a 
brand-new vehicle and has been significantly 
improved in all areas, including design, 
intelligence, power, safety and comfort. Built 
on the same Lemon platform as the recently 
launched Jolion, it allows for the addition of 

an array of new technology. The platform is 
also considerably stronger while weighing 
less.
 
 HEY, GOOD LOOKING
 The Phil Simmons design is a flowing 
beauty to behold, especially from the front 
bumper and the mesh grille to the 
streamlined waistline. LED lighting is striking 
and effective and, along with 18 or 19-inch 
wheels, model dependent, rounds off the 
premium styling perfectly. The rear lighting 
signature screams premium, with a 
full-length red stripe that lights up the rear 
end as you hit the unlock on the key.
 
 INSIDE STORY
 Inside, is what Haval calls an Oriental 
styled intelligent cockpit. The dashboard 
features two floating digital displays. Behind 
the steering wheel is a 10.25-inch full-colour 
instrument panel, and in the centre console 
is a 12.3-inch super-intelligent touchscreen 
from where the majority of functions are 
controlled, including the infotainment and 
climate control. This centre screen also 
displays the rearview camera and 360-degree 

view when parking and that display is of the 
highest quality I have ever seen; it is even 
possible to notice different coloured bricks on 
paved surfaces.
 The high centre console features a 
rotary gear selector, electronic handbrake 
switch, cell phone tray and cup holder up top 
and a neat storage space below, which helps 
keep valuable items out of sight. Large areas 
such as the dashboard and door panels 
feature leather and soft-touch materials, 
adding to the premium and comfortable 
cabin experience.
 Latest generation technology 
includes adaptive cruise control and traffic 
sign recognition. Traffic jam assist allows the 
driver to engage cruise control in 
bumper-to-bumper traffic, taking the grind 
out of that awful bind. The top of the range 
Super Luxury model gains a heads-up 
display, 15W wireless charging capability and 
intelligent tailgate to the offering.
 Keyless entry and push-button start 
add to the convenience, although I did find 
the placement of the start button to be 
almost slightly hidden away near your left 
knee.

Z
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A negative Ion air cleaner and N95 grade 
filtration system ensures that the air in the 
cabin is cleaner than the polluted air outside, 
and noise vibration and harshness levels are 
vastly improved.
 Rear passenger legroom is excellent, 
and so is the size of the boot at 337-litres. The 
boot can be expanded by folding down the 
rear seats to enable the H6 to accommodate 
a 29er mountain bike without removing any 
of the wheels.

 UNDER THE BONNET
 While the interior and exterior design 
offer significant improvements. Personally, I 
feel that the biggest step forward has been in 
terms of the drivetrain. Under the bonnet is 
an all-new 2.0-litre direct injection 
turbocharged engine. The fruit of an 
in-house design, this engine boasts 150kW at 
6 000rpm and 320Nm between 1 500 and 4 
000rpm, which creates a smooth and linear 
powerband. All models are paired with a 
second-generation seven-speed dual-clutch 
transmission complete with paddle shifters.
 The vehicle is responsive, and power 
delivery is smooth throughout the rev range 

and really offered a rewarding driving 
experience, something often lacking in SUVs 
these days. Gear changes are seamless like 
those of a dual-clutch gearbox should be, in 
fact.
 The engine is so good that you do 
find yourself effortlessly driving faster than 
you should, which negatively affects fuel 
consumption. Having said that, normal 
conditions should see the figure settle well 
below the 10-litres per 100km mark, which is a 
big improvement over the previous models 
that suffered in this department.

 SMOOTHING OUT THE BUMPS
 Comfort was clearly a key priority in 
the design process. From the seats to the 
suspension, H6  does a great job of ensuring 
that customers are transported in comfort. A 
newly adopted McPherson strut 
independent front suspension and multi-link 
independent rear suspension vastly improve 
the handling capabilities, while the centre of 
gravity has been lowered by 20mm. The H6 
offers 170mm of ground clearance, which is 
enough for any dirt road adventuring you 
might want to do.

 A wheelbase of 2 738mm, an 
eight-way adjustable driver seat and four-way 
adjustable front passenger seat, and leather 
seats all around ensure maximum ergonomic 
efficiency and contribute to the comfort 
levels.

 THE LATEST SAFETY EQUIPMENT
 A new generation safety suite 
includes electronic stability control, 
high-definition 360-degree view camera, 
lane departure warning, lane-keeping assist, 
blind-spot monitoring system as well as a tyre 
pressure monitoring. An intricate excellent 
pedestrian protection system with a 
collapsible energy absorption system, six 
airbags, anti-theft alarm and electronic 
immobiliser, are all standard features.

 SUMMARY
 The new Haval H6 is extremely well 
priced for a vehicle of this size, quality and 
level of specification. It competes well 
against a wide variety of vehicles, including 
those that are of similar size, as well as those 
that are smaller, and traditionally compete in 
a segment below, purely due to the 
aggressive pricing of this larger H6.
 There is nothing major that I could 
negatively critique on the H6 on; in fact, it 
delightfully impressed in all departments. I 
am confident that it is going to ruffle more 
than a few feathers in the small and medium 
SUV segments.

 PRICING
 At launch, the new H6 will only be 
available with the 2.0-litre engine, but 
Zimoco is expected to expand the line-up in 
August with additional models, including a 
1.5-litre option.
 All H6 models are sold with a 3-year or 
100 00km warranty. Starting Price is 
US$40800

 Call Zimoco on 0242-885329/30 for 
a test drive
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  rand new 2021 Volvo VNL 860 spec’d for efficiency   
  and comfort. The Volvo VNL 860 was truly designed   
  well. Volvo trucks are built with drivers in mind   
  including options such as work station, refrigerator,   
  leather hot seat, leather wrapped driving wheel,   
  microwave prep, heater parking cabin, and Sirius 
Radio. Volvo trucks will also change people’s heads when they see 
polished wheels, chrome mirrors, and painted exhaust.
 The fully ingeniously crafted exterior provides improved 
airflow, as well as sophisticated lighting that enhances visibility and 
reduces maintenance. Inside, the seats are comfortably improved, 
while the control panel and steering wheel carry effective control and 
driver information with minimal noise.
 Starting with a redesigned, more aerodynamic front end, the 
VNL 860 follows with a panoramic windshield, a new dashboard, and 
the perfect seats to put the driver into secure firm comfort. When the 
day is over, a 77-inch high-ceiling sleeper has plenty of space, storage 
and useful facilities to help the team driver feel at home, away from 
home.
 Where rubber meets the road, the redesigned fin structure 
improves airflow through the wheels of the drive discs and the trailer 
tractor gaps. In order to improve visibility and reduce maintenance, 
Volvo uses LED light for all external lighting.
 All models feature high-light LED/low lights, as well as LED 
lights, signs and parking lights. Premium flashlights also come with 
the “Signature” LED daylight running. At the heart of a new and 
improved instrument block , is a five-inch display driver, with 
improved graphics, working with cavalry control steering wheels to 

provide key operating parameters, as well as access to travel 
information, performance data, and wide-ranging diagnostics for the 
vehicles.
 VNL provides a workspace and a redesigned living space, 
optimized to happily place the driver in great command of his vehicle 
thus maximizing productivity. The seats are engineeredly improved, 
while the control panel and steering wheel carry effective control and 
information for the driver with minimal interference. The man who 
redesigned VNL Knight makes the driver feel at home. An integrated 
telescopic ladder is now integrated into the VNL 760. The big step 
makes it super easy to get in and out of the top bed.
 To improve visibility and reduce maintenance, Volvo uses LED 
lamps for all exterior and interior lighting. All models feature high-light 
LED/low lights, as well as LED lights, signs and parking lights. Premium 
flashlights also come with “Signature” LED daylight running and an 
enhanced traction mode that automatically provides unparalleled 
traction in sharp values or in dangerous conditions. Volvo’s active 
driver helps in continuous operation while the vehicle is moving, 
providing the detection of fixed objects with an equally  fixed car 
brake, which sends voice and visual warnings if metal objects are 
detected in front of a truck.
 Braking assistance activates into action – at speeds greater 
than 15 miles per hour – when the system recognizes a fixed object as 
a vehicle, regardless of whether cruise control is involved or not. The 
driver shall receive a warning of up to 3.5 seconds before an immediate 
collision, and if no action is taken by the driver, Volvo’s active driver 
automatically helps the brakes.

B
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ZIMBABWE

of the most important new features is the 
increased horsepower which is now rated at 
340hp. This power is produced through the 
6-cylinder in-line water-cooled, turbocharged 
and intercooled Weichai WP10 engine.
 The Euro 2 vehicle produces a torque 
of 1 350N.m at between 1 200 rpm and 1 600 
rpm, and a power output of 250kW at 
2200rpm. The engine also features an air 
filter with pre-filter for cleaner operation and 
offers 24V electrical systems with easy access 
to electric relays. The manual 9-speed FAW 
CA9TB160M transmission makes for easy 
driving and delivers direct contact with the 
road giving the driver total control of the 
vehicle.
 The robust chassis is of the straight 
ladder-type; riveted with no bolts or chassis 
flanges. The chassis has been built with the 
highest levels of quality, keeping durability in 
mind. The braking system combined with 
full-air ABS, drum brake with S-cams and 
automatic slack adjusters, and exhaust brake 
all contribute to the ease of driving and safety 
on and off the road. All of this, contributes to 
better performance without compromising 
cost of operation.
 The heavy-duty air-suspension driver 
seat with height adjustable control, movable 
and telescopic steering column, and 
inertia-type driver and passenger seat belts, 
make the driver’s ‘office’ even more 
comfortable. For added convenience, the 
tubeless radial tyres (315/80 R22.5 18PR) can 
be inflated via a tyre inflation pipe directly 
from the air-tank.
 The FAW 33.340FD 6x4 15.5m³ Hub 
Reduction Tipper promises to get good 
support from the market. With remarkable 
interest already received from both the 
construction and mining sectors for various 
applications.
 With the raft of aesthetic, functional 
and comfort improvements already 
mentioned, the FAW J5N range promises to 
be a surefire winner.

 Call 0242 447343 /486019 FAW 
Zimbabwe in Msasa for more information 
on this truck that is not only an economic 
purchase but also delivers on maximum 
efficiency and effectiveness for your 
business. They are also in Bulawayo on 
292263102

  AW Zimbabwe’s extensive  
  heavy vehicle range has been  
  given a new look, in   
  conjunction with improved  
  ergonomics and enhanced  
  levels of driving comfort.
 The new J5N range in question 
comprises the following; the FAW 33.340FD 
6x4 15.5m³ Hub Reduction Tipper, boasting 
impressive off-road capabilities is ideal for the 
Zimbabwean construction market and 
mining applications; the FAW 33.340 FC 6x4 
6m³ mixer, is made for construction; the FAW 
28.290FL 6x4 13-ton Freight Carrier, which is 
perfectly suited to specialised applications, 
such as water bowsers, drop sides and flat 
decks; the FAW 28.380FT 6x4 Truck Tractor, 
promises to deliver exceptional value in the 
medium-haul sector and the reputable FAW 
33.420FT 6x4 Truck Tractor, which caters for 
long-haul operations.
 All FAW models are powered by the 
latest Weichai engines which boast proven 
durability and high performance. The popular 
FAW 33.420FT model is powered by the 
powerful Weichai WP12 engine, while the 
remaining models are all powered by the 
renowned and reliable Weichai WP10 unit.
The new-look FAW range has been designed 
to maximize driver and passenger comfort, 
while offering spacious leg room and a more 
functional interior overall. To this end, the 
layout of components eases driveability, 
while an extended gear lever makes for easier 
shifting. All interior finishes have been 
enhanced in the interests of extended 
durability and more pleasing aesthetics.
 All models have also received 
upgraded gearbox and engine mounting 
systems for improved endurance, coupled 
with an enhanced exhaust braking system for 

improved vehicle control. A greatly improved 
single under-cab air filtration system that 
optimizes engine performance for reduced 
cost of ownership is fitted throughout the 
range, while an improved radiator and 
intercooler system together with the addition 
of aluminium air tanks (with full Wabco 
braking systems) provide for further 
enhancements. FAW mixer trucks now 
feature a new ZF drum reduction unit, while 
the tippers sport an upgraded rear spring 
design for improved stability.
 FAW 33.340FD tips the scales in 
FAW’s favour The FAW 33.340FD 6x4 15.5m³ 
Hub Reduction Tipper boasts some 
significant improvements which all 
contribute to making this one of the most 
cost-effective vehicles in its class, with a 
particularly low CPK (cost per kilometer). One 

F
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  MW has just confirmed  
  the production of two new  
  R 18-based touring models:  
  The R 18 B and the R 18  
  Transcontinental.
 Both models are equipped with 
handlebar-mounted fairing and hard bags, 
but as the names imply, the 
Transcontinental is a full-dresser designed 
for Grand American Touring. The B, short 
for bagger, is a more traditional 
American-style touring machine and is less 
adorned. Integrating new technology not 
previously seen in this segment, BMW’s R 
18 platform and the Big Boxer engine seem 
to have found their stride in this 
application.
 Chassis on either bike are identical 
(spare top case mounts), with the R 18′s 
double loop steel frame modified to fit the 
larger 6.3-gallon fuel tank and an updated 
rear suspension that is automatically 
adjusted i.e. not by the rider. A cantilever 
suspension strut is mounted directly to the 
swingarm and features travel-dependent 
damping and automatic load 
compensation through spring preload 
adjustment; BMW claims this will help 
achieve the best possible ride response, 
even with a passenger. The bikes are 
equipped with nonadaptive nonadjustable 
49mm telescopic forks, and suspension 
travel is 120mm (4.7 inches) both front and 
rear. Alloy cast wheels are equipped with a 
dual-disc brake up front and a single disc 
at the rear, all with four-piston calipers and 
BMW’s Full Integral ABS.
 With the 2022 BMW R 18 
Transcontinental, BMW continues to 
deliberately intentionally move into what 
has traditionally been Harley country.
 As noted with the earlier models of 
R 18, mid-mounted foot controls seem to 
be the only option given the boxer’s large 
cylinders. Transcontinental models will 
come standard with long floorboards, 

while B models will have footpegs a little 
larger than those on the R 18. The R 18 
Transcontinental comes with a large 
two-person seat and heating standard; the 
R 18 B has a slightly slimmer seat while also 
accommodating a passenger.
 Unique among other bikes that we 
have seen in the American-style touring 
genre, both the B and Transcontinental 
models will have the option of Adaptive 
Cruise Control (ACC) with Dynamic Cruise 
Control (DCC) as a standard feature. Note 
that DCC is just a fancy name for what we 
are used to, a system that maintains the 
rider’s set speed even through elevation 
changes. Likewise, ACC is similar to that we 
have experienced on the new Ducati 
Multistrada V4, with forward-facing radar 
sensors allowing the bike to automatically 
accelerate or decelerate to maintain 
distance from a vehicle in front. 
 The new ACC also features a 
cornering control system, which BMW says 
will “automatically reduce the speed, 
giving the rider the right speed for a 
comfortable and safe banking angle.” As 
the banking angle was a point of criticism 

on past R 18 models, we are eager to test 
this in person.
 This large 10.25-inch TFT display 
comes on the new R 18 Transcontinental 
and R 18 B, as well as four round analog 
gauges up top.
 The B and Transcontinental will 
each come equipped with a 10.25-inch TFT 
display, larger than any that we ever seen 
on a motorcycle, and four round analog 
gauges. The same three ride modes from 
the original R 18—Rock, Roll, and 
Rain—carry over. Each bike will also come 
standard with BMW’s Automatic Stability 
Control (ASC) and engine drag torque 
control.
 Speakers on each model are the 
result of a new collaboration between 
British manufacturer Marshall 
Amplification and BMW. The recognizable 
white lettering can be seen on the 
speakers of both the B and the 
Transcontinental, with Gold Series Stage 1 
and 2 upgrade options already available.
Marshall-branded speakers are the result 
of a new collaboration between BMW and 
Marshall Amplification.
 While we saw the R 18 First Edition 
fall out of production in its second year, as 
expected, given the name, BMW is now 
introducing a First Edition R 18 B and R 18 
Transcontinental bearing the same 
trademark black paint scheme with white 
pinstriping. “First Edition” lettering, a 
badge on the seat, and chrome trim set are 
also included with this limited-edition 
package.
 We also see BMW introducing its 
Option 719 line for the R 18, including a 
collection of milled aluminum parts and 
the eye-catching Galaxy Dust metallic 
paint finish. Details on pricing and 
availability have not yet been released, but 
we will be reporting back as soon as more 
information is available.
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  imnat General Insurance launched its first Motor  
  Vehicle Assessment Centre with a head turning  
  simulation of an accident along Leopold Takawira  
  Street in Harare, opposite Parirenyatwa Hospital on  
  Thursday, 9th September 2021. 
  The centre has been established so that its clients no 
longer have to look for quotations when submitting a motor vehicle 
insurance claim, if their vehicle is involved in an accident.
 The centre, the first of its kind, provides vehicle assessment 
services for all Zimnat clients. It is a one-stop-shop for quotations 
and vehicle assessment. This means Zimnat clients no longer need 
to worry about looking for quotations. Zimnat will do this for them 
as part of the service it provides for its motor insurance clients.
It also offers them the use of a courtesy car for two days free of 
charge.
 The launch accident simulation was dramatic, with one of 
the cars involved in the supposed accident hanging down from a 
tree. Zimnat group marketing executive Tatenda Marongwe said 
this was intended to illustrate that no matter what happens or how 
bad the accident, Zimnat will look after its clients and make life 
better for them by taking their car immediately to its assessment 
centre and offering them a courtesy vehicle for use whilst their car is 
being assessed for repairs.
 The Assessment Centre starts assisting its clients from the 
accident scene once they have contacted Zimnat’s toll-free contact 
centre, which is available 24-hours-a-day, to advise it of the accident, 
its location and their details.
 Towing services arranged by the Assessment Centre and the 
courtesy car are complimentary services that will be availed to all 
eligible Zimnat customers. Zimnat will also assess the accident 
damaged vehicles, authorise repairs and oversee the repair quality.
 Zimnat General Insurance chief executive Stanley 
Mazorodze said that the Assessment Centre has been established to 
make life easier for customers by ensuring they are provided with 
the best possible service during the motor insurance claims process.

 “We know that being involved in an accident is a   
 traumatic experience. We want to make the accident  
 insurance claims process as simple and as easy as   
 possible.”

 “We had already simplified it a great deal. We have now  
 further simplified it by taking over from our clients the  
 responsibility for obtaining quotations for vehicle repairs.  
 We have made our motor insurance claims process  
 exceptionally easy by delivering all services under one  
 roof.”

 “We want to make certain that our clients receive the  
 best service and the best quality of repairs for their  
 vehicles when they make a claim through Zimnat,” he  
 said. 

 Mustafa Sachak, the Zimnat group chief executive, said the 
company was continuously looking for ways to make life better for 
its customers. That was why it had become a ‘company of firsts’.  

 “Our purpose, which is to make life better for our   
 customers, propels us to put ourselves in the shoes of our  
 customers, be innovative and introduce firsts in the  
 industry.”

 “The Assessment Centre is the first of its kind in   
 Zimbabwe and we believe its existence will reduce stress  
 for our customers in the unfortunate event of an   
 accident,” he said.

 “We can never tire of living up to our purpose,”   
 commented Ms Marongwe. “Our aim is to make life   
 better for others. This advertising campaign is intended  
 to increase awareness of the many ways in which we can  
 do this even in the unfortunate event of an accident,” she  
 said. 

 Zimnat General Insurance is part of the Zimnat Group, 
which is comprised of Zimnat Life Assurance, Zimnat Asset 
Management and Zimnat Microfinance. The group is associated 
with Sanlam, the largest non-banking financial institution on the 
continent.
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• Seven-seat Xpander has potential to become Zimoco's  
 cash cow.
• The Mitsubishi Xpander uses a 1.5-litre engine that pushes  
 out 77kW and 141Nm.
• Pricing starts from US$30000 and is currently Mitsubishi  
 cheapest model on sale in Zimbabwe.
• Uses a four-speed automatic transmission.

  itsubishi - like Ford and Renault - no longer have  
  sedans in their local line-ups, and the reason for that  
  is relatively straightforward. The five and   
  seven-seater SUV market is booming and   
  automakers are ditching yesteryear philosophies  
  that once proved fruitful i.e. sedans. Instead, they are 
now moving with the times, responding to and giving the market 
what it wants.
 Mitsubishi's last sedan to grace Zimbabwe was the Lancer. It 
came in yellow, blue or green.  Since its discontinuation, the current 
line-up has been overrun by SUVs like the ASX, Eclipse Cross, 
Outlander and Pajero. The Japanese brand has put all its eggs in one 
basket - so to say - with the many bigger-bodied options on sale. The 
latest addition to that fold is the seven-seater Xpander, also 
doubling as the brand's cheapest model on sale at the moment with 
a starting price of US$30 000.
 Zimbabwean vehicle consumers can be compared to that 
strong headed family member who believes in only one way of 
doing things. This sort of means that Zimbos often stick to what 
they know, the tried and tested and sometimes pricier options 
because of long-standing brand allegiances. Zimoco believes 
however, that the locals will warm up to the award-winning 
Xpander.
 In June 2021 alone, the Xpander was Mitsubishi's second 
best-selling model with 65 new units sold - just two units behind the 
established Pajero Sport. These numbers might not take your 
breath away at first glance, but for the Xpander to almost eclipse a 
stalwart, could be a sign of things to come for the brand in the 
future.

 The Xpander is immediately noticeable in the design stakes, 
borrowing the futuristic-looking front part also found on models like 
the Triton and Pajero Sport. The daytime running lights, grille, fog 
and headlights look like one complete piece, which is something 
different. It does not look out of place against a white body colour.
 The interior is pretty basic, with parts like the dashboard and 
door panels of the hard-plastic variety. If you look closely, it also 
features a stitching pattern to emulate a leather trim stitching 
pattern. Mitsubishi follows the principle of 'Omotenashi' for the 
driver and its occupants, and when translated, it loosely means 
attention to detail and anticipating the guests' needs. Standard 
inventory includes electric windows all around, a USB port, three 12V 
sockets and full-automatic air conditioning.
 The Xpander is available with both a four-speed automatic 
and five-speed manual gearbox. Models using the automatic 
transmission come with 16-inch alloys as standard, while the manual 
versions have smaller 15-inch options. Concerning drivability, the 
automatic is a hands-down winner even though the fuel 
consumption figure is slightly higher.
 The naturally-aspirated 1.5-litre engine, pushing out 77kW 
and 141Nm, is surprisingly responsive for a generic automatic and 
performs with minimal fuss whether it makes full use of the seven 
seats or driving solo. 
 The multi-information display screen is not the biggest, but 
what is impressive is that it houses the basics, like your radio and 
Bluetooth connectivity which is really easy to configure.
Xpander is certainly not wanting for space. It has more than enough 
room afforded by the second and third-row seats that have a 60/40 
split. Additional space is further maximized when the third row of 
seats can be folded completely flat.
 With a starting price of USD30000, the Xpander goes up 
against some formidable and cheaper competition like the Toyota 
Rush, Renault Triber, Suzuki Ertiga and Honda BR-V. However, some 
of them lack standard items like daytime running lights, USB points 
and a rear-view camera.

 Available from Zimoco. Call them on 0242-885329/30

M
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• Some rivals include Ford  
 EcoSport, Toyota Urban  
 Cruiser and VW T-Cross.

•  The Sonet is powered by  
 a 1.5-litre petrol engine  
 delivering 85kW and
 144Nm.

  an you    
  remember the   
  original,   
  international   
  second -   
  generation Kia 
Sportage, which hit our shores 
some time back? 
 A few months ago, Kia 
launched its entry-level crossover 
and followed up just this month 
with the updated the base LX 
version. The Sonet is their baby 
crossover. It is one of the B-SUV 
segment's lartgest and most 
spacious vehicles. As always with 
Kia, it comes very well equipped 
and everything works. The 
exterior styling is pleasing and 
makes the Sonet appear way 
bigger than it is.
 
It follows the normal style cues 
under the direction of Peter 
Schreyer; you know the guy who 
penned the Audi TT, including the 
tiger grille and the all the more 
pleasing, neutral lines. It is a 
good-looking car.
 Inside it is difficult to 
fault. The most likely touchpoints 
or surfaces are softish to the feel. 
The steering wheel is quite 
chunky and has the buttons you 
would expect. The ambience is 
delightfully pleasant and fit, and 
the finish is deliciously good. 
There are loads of nooks and 
crannies to keep your stuff in, 
including a shelf for your 
cellphone and a bottle holder in 
the door.
 
 There is an effective 

8.0-inch HD touchscreen 
infotainment system that 
incorporates a reverse camera 
with dynamic guidelines, 
Bluetooth, wireless Apple CarPlay 
and Android Auto. Standard 
features include a large boot of 
392 litres, remote central locking, 
air-conditioning, front and rear 
electric windows and mirrors, six 
speakers, combination cloth and 
leatherette seats, and automatic 
headlights - the whole shebang.

 Power comes from the 
1.5-litre naturally aspirated petrol 
engine delivering 85kW at 6 
300r/min and 144Nm of torque at 
4 500r/min. I got an average of 
8.1-litres/100km. This was mainly 
in town while driving the manual 
version. Expect around 
7.0-litres/100km in general with 
long-term driving. There is a 
choice between a six-speed 
manual gearbox or a 
continuously variable 
transmission (CVT). The Sonet has 
the required safety kit of a 
modern car.
 How about this? 
Ummmm Do you think the Sonet 
has what it takes to oust some of 
the rivals in its segment?
 I always thought of Kia as 
the sportier Korean brand. In the 
case of the Sonet, it simply 
cannot be described as sporty or 
performance orientated. The 
Sonet is a crossover styled high 
riding hatchback geared for the 
mom's taxi and commuting role.  

 For that I think it will be 
quite suitable. That does not 
mean you cannot go camping or 
for a weekend out. However,  you 
do need to plan the overtakes if 
fully laden, especially on the 
Highveld, and one should not 
venture far off the beaten track.
 In summary, the Kia 
Sonet is practical, well equipped 

and spacious for its niche, the 
compact crossover, but not 
particularly exciting to drive, 
although good value for money.
 The competition is huge. 
There is the Toyota Corolla Cross, 
Haval H2, Ford EcoSport, followed 

by the Toyota Urban Cruiser and 
Suzuki Brezza. Hot on their heels 
is the VW T-Cross, newly 
launched Nissan Magnite, Honda 
WR-V, Hyundai Venue, Mahindra 
XUV300, Renault Captur and 
Duster.
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Sport. As you might recall, the Thunder was 
part of our delectable line up in previous 
magazines. Of course, the bi-turbo 2.0-litre 
turbodiesel engine (157kW/500Nm, 10-speed 
automatic) was a gem.  The ride comfort and 
driving characteristics over various road 
conditions impressed us the most.

 RANGER IN 2021
 2021 is effectively the last production 
year of the current Ranger that has been on 
sale since 2011. There is a facelift coming 
around in 2015. Since then, the Ranger saw 
minimal changes, and the suspension setup 
benefitted from mild updates over the years 
to help the bakkie keep its admirable ride 
quality.
 This year, Ford launched the special 
edition FX4 in the first quarter, with the 
Stormtrak (September) and special edition 
Ranger Raptor (October) also on the cards. It 
is assumed that one - or two - special editions 
might be on the cards before the final curtain 
is drawn on this generation Ranger.
 The single-turbo 2.0-litre diesel 
engine (132kW/420Nm) is mated to Ford's 
10-speed automatic transmission, ensuring 
smooth gear changes and lively performance 
when called upon.

  s this Ford's best Ranger ever  
  yet? Take a look at the all-new  
  Zim-bound 2022 bakkie

  Ford today released the first  
  official glimpse of the 
#NextGenRanger, which will be revealed later 
on this year and launched in 2022.
• Ford's all-new Ranger will be   
 revealed later on this year and will  
 debut in 2022.

• The current bakkie has been around  
 since 2011, with a facelift in 2015.

• Keeping the Ranger fresh, Ford has  
 launched several special edition  
 bakkies.

• Amarok and Ford Ranger will share  
 architecture and engines

 Towards the closing stages of 2021, 
Ford will reveal to us its all-new Ranger, with 
the bakkie set to be launched locally in 
2022/3. Details on the new Ranger is still 
sparse at this stage. The video released shows 
that Ford has gone to great lengths in 
putting its upcoming bakkie through its 

paces.
 According to Ford, the 
next-generation Ranger, at its core, "will be 
the ideal bakkie partner for work, family 
and play."
 
The upcoming Ranger will be built at Ford's 
Silverton Plant in Pretoria. This time, it will be 
assembled alongside the all-new Amarok 
that will share architecture and engines with 
the Blue Oval's bakkie.
 Though the current Ranger has been 
in the twilight years of its lifecycle, the bakkie 
has remained an evergreen product for Ford.  
 Almost single handedly, the bakkie 
ensures that Ford counts among the leading 
automakers monthly. It also boasts as the 
second best-selling bakkie in the country.
 What has made the Ranger so 
popular - apart from its good driving 
dynamics and punchy engines - is the fact 
that Ford's managed to churn out special 
edition models. Granted, the bakkies are all 
based on existing models and the 
architecture, Ford adds exclusivity and 
desirability to what the particular bakkie 
line-up offers.
 The most recent of these special 
editions include the Ranger Thunder and XL 

I
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  upreme Panel Beaters is Zimbabwe’s number one  
  auto body repairs company. It was formed nearly  
  three decades ago in 1991. The company recently  
  rebranded itself through the adoption of the   
  first-world business model to suit the demands of  
  21st-century customers.
 In line with the new strategic corporate thrust, the company 
has recently acquired cutting-edge first-world repair technology 
complemented by highly skilled technicians and support staff, 
guaranteeing peace of mind in rapid decisive, and quality repairs.
Their philosophy is premised on quality and service. Their entire 
operations revolve around customer and vehicle care.
 GIVING yourself labels is cheap. “The best, the greatest”: 
Nobody can deny you these self-imposed tags if you feel like spoiling 
yourself with some generous veneration.
 Supreme Panel Beaters, however, never had to resort to 
self-glorification.
 With a reputation spanning over three decades in the 
industry, we dare you to approach any client of theirs to find out if 
they don’t think Supreme Panel Beaters is indeed the “supreme” 
company in the motor recovery business.
 “We have been in the game for more than 30 years,” says 
the eloquent Head Sales & Estimation, Millicent Muzvongi.
 “We have lots of history, and our reputation is built on 
sound relationship with our clients. Our equipment is top-notch, 
and we are always trying to improve. We add value to your 
vehicle.”
 Located in Harare’s industrial hub of Msasa, on the busy 
Mutare Road highway, Supreme Panel Beaters is the first choice for 
distressed drivers – be they individuals, small scale business, big 

enterprises, or other.
 “We cutter for insurance companies, industry, government 
and its arms, the President’s department,” said Tadiwa Mugova, 
Supreme Panel Beaters’ youthful Sales Manager. 
 The premises of Supreme Panel Beaters in Msasa is a 
one-stop shop, offering all services any car owner requires to repair 
their vehicle.
 Their services across the different workshops are too many to 
mention, but what we can assure you is that everything is 
computerised to guarantee you the best possible deliverance, for 
your satisfaction.
 Auto electricians, mechanics, panel beaters, upholstery staff – 
amongst others – are some of the motor experts employed by 
Supreme to ensure unparallel vehicle recovery service in Zimbabwe.
 When you love your car, you want to keep it looking its best 
for as long as possible. Nano coating by Supreme Panel Beaters is the 
way to go.
 Every driver wants their vehicle to be in supreme condition all 
the time. But accidents, and mileage, are inevitable. 
 But do not stress. There is one company that is sure to rescue 
you in such circumstances, and it appropriately named – Supreme 
Panel beaters.
 Supreme Panel Beaters has four packages. The cheapest 
starts from US$700 with a two-year warranty, whilst the most 
expensive offer you a life time warranty at a cost of US$2 500.00
 
 You’ll easily locate them on: 
118 Mutare Road in the Amby area of Msasa in Harare.  
Phone: 263(0242)487963, 480068-69, 480895
Email: sales@supreme.co.zw

S
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Address : 118 Mutare Rd . Beverly East . Msasa . Harare
Phone : +263 (0242) 487963, 480068-69, 480895

Supreme Panel Beaters www.supremepanelbeaters.co.zw

We are celebrating 30 Years of Excellence & 
Success In The Panel Beating Industry!
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  he annual award is judged by 50 female auto writers   
  in 38 countries. The Land Rover Defender has won the  
  top spot as the 2021 Women’s World Car of the Year   
  (WWCOTY), defeating nine other category winners to   
  claim the accolade of the Supreme Winner.
  The overall winner was announced on International 
Women’s Day on March 8. The vehicles are driven and judged by a 
panel of 50 female auto writers in 38 countries over five continents
 The Land Rover Defender also won the category of Best 
Medium SUV. Other winners in different sections  were the Peugeot 
208 for Best Urban Car; Skoda Octavia for Best Family Car; Lexus LC 
500 for Best Luxury Car; Ferrari F8 Spider for Best Performance Car; 
Peugeot 2008 for Best Urban SUV; Kia Sorento for Best Large SUV; 
Ford F-150 for Best Pickup; and Honda e  for Best Electric Vehicle.

 To be eligible, a vehicle must be all-new and sold in a minimum 
of 10 countries. Winners are first announced in their respective 
categories. Thereafter they are then judged for the overall award. The 
judges consider aspects such as performance, comfort, safety, 
technology, and value.
 What is novel is this “The Women’s World Car of the Year is the 
only jury in the world made up entirely of women motoring 
journalists,” said Marta Garcia, executive president of WWCOTY. “This 
gives it enormous value, because its decisions represent the liking and 
preferences of millions of women drivers around the globe.  The thing 
is, quite frankly cars have no gender and are not subject to stereotypes, 
so the winners of these awards are, quite simply, the best cars in the 
world.”
 The award was created in 2009 by Sandy Myhre, an auto writer 
in New Zealand, who is currently the panel’s honorary president.

T
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connected to a nine-speed manual gearbox. 
No output figures were released by Hino 
although the truckmaker mentioned that it 
can support loads of up to 18,620 kg, and pull 
a total gross vehicle weight of 26,000 kg. It 
also has a 320-liter fuel tank and a top speed 
of 108 km/h.
 As stated earlier, the FL 10-wheeler 
comes with improved driver safety and 
comfort. It has full-air dual circuit brakes with 
an anti-lock braking system (ABS), automatic 
brake shoe adjuster, and an air-operated 
spring brake to assist when parking.
 The FL 10-wheeler is also built with 
Hino's Easy Start (ES) technology which 
assists the driver while maneuvering steep 
inclines. It works by maintaining a braking 
force that prevents the truck from rolling 
backward or making other accidental 
movements. 
 Aside from that, the ES also helps 
reduce driver fatigue by allowing drivers to 
rest their feet off the brake pedals and 
automatically releasing the brakes once the 
clutch is engaged. This feature can be used in 
both forward and reverse gears to ensure 
driver comfort. As a final touch, the FL 
10-wheeler has an easy-to-adjust seat 
suspension system that allows for a secure 
and safe ride for the driver.
 Every part of the new truck unit is 
engineered to deliver powerful performance. 
Like its predecessors, the truck bears the 
premium Japanese quality Hino is globally 
known for. This new truck embodies Hino’s 
mission of making the world a better place by 
helping people and goods get where they 
need to go – safely, economically, and 
environmentally responsible

 For more information on Hino 
products, please contact Hino Zimbabwe.
 Hino Zimbabwe is part of the CFAO 
Group of Companies in Zimbabwe and 
operates under the Toyota.

67 Mutare Road, Msasa, Harare
Phone: 0242 495 300/ 25/ 58/ 67 

  here are several features in  
  modern cars that we take for  
  granted. Some of these  
  include touchscreens,   
  airbags, and even anti-lock  
  brakes. Even automatic 
transmissions are available in entry-level cars 
these days. However, not all of those are the 
norm when it comes to trucks in Zimbabwe. 
Some don't even come with air-conditioning.
 But Hino Zimbabwe wants to change 
all that. The Japanese commercial vehicle 
manufacturer has rolled out the new 300 
Series, and it brings the light-duty truck right 
into the modern age. All models have ABS 
anti-lock brakes fitted allowing safe, 
controlled emergency stops.  
air-conditioning is also standard across the 
full model range as well. 
 Perhaps the most significant update 
here is the inclusion of an airbag. While it's 
commonplace in passenger vehicles, it's not 
something usually seen in trucks.  fitted to all 
variants, putting that feature standard in 
select models is a good start in boosting 
safety in this segment. Another worthwhile 
option in the new 300 Series is a six-speed 

automatic transmission.  This give owners the 
option to purchase either manual or 
automatic transmission models depending 
on the application. 
 As for the exterior, the 2021 Hino 300 
Series has a new grille and a front bumper 
with redesigned intakes. The cab's interior 
also sees several updates. The 2021 edition 
features a bigger meter display for easier 
reading, power doors locking and windows is 
also standard  while ergonomically designed 
seats  offer more room and comfort.
 The new Hino 300 Series is available 
in both narrow (5,5 ton GVM) and wide cab 
(6,5 – 8,5 ton GVM) model variants all with 4x2 
drivetrains. There are various configurations 
and body styles to suit the needs of various 
businesses and government agencies. These 
vary from standard drop side and cargo van 
bodies to more specialized applications such 
as dump/tipper trucks, fridge vans, insulated 
vans, buses and water/diesel tanker trucks to 
name a few.
 If you are into heavier loads, then 
consider the Hino 500 series range. At the 
heart of this FL 10-wheeler truck is a powerful 
six-cylinder turbo-diesel engine that is 
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Msasa Main Branch
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Tel: +263 (9) 69881 - 4 

Web : www.hino.co.zw
Toll Free: 0800 4406
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  he Porsche 718  
  Spyder headlines  
  the 718 Boxster  
  range. The sports  
  car is powered by  
  a 309kW 4.0-litre 
petrol engine.
 The 718 Spyder shares its 
underpinnings with the 718 GT4.
Few automakers can produce 
sports cars as well as Porsche. The 
German automaker has been 
rewriting the books since the 
original 911 came to market in 
1964. Of course, the 911 was the 
successor to the erstwhile 
Porsche 356. This car came and 
altered our expectations of a 
production sports car's 
capabilities.
 Come 1996, more than 30 
years since the inception of 911, 
Porsche will introduce its 
first-generation Boxster. The car 
was - and still is - smaller than the 
911, but it would give prospective 
Porsche owners the chance to 
experience the very best of 
German craftsmanship. Of 

course, it came with a price 
advantage over the 911. 
Performance-wise, the Boxster 
lost none of the elements 
Porsche became known for, and 
it shall be improved upon with 
every passing year and each 
generation.
In 2016, the latest iteration of the 
lauded Boxster (soft top) and 
Cayman (hard-top) sports car 
were launched, but Porsche also 
introduced the '718' 
nomenclature to the name.

 WITH AGE COMES   
 EXPERIENCE. 
 While the Porsche 718 
range was introduced locally in 
2016, the car has not yet received 
notable upgrades. Bar light 
updates and cosmetic alterations, 
the sports car is still essentially 
unchanged from the car that 
came to market five years ago. 
The Spyder derivative, though, 
saw its local introduction in late 
2020 and is the model that 
headlines the range.
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 Though some might find 
it strange that this model was 
introduced so long after the initial 
release, it must be noted that a 
halo model like the Spyder is 
normally launched by the 
midway point of a car's lifecycle - 
which is exactly the case here.
 The 718 Spyder brings 
together the experience Porsche 
had accumulated over the years. 
Not just with its 718 family, but 
across the board. Justifiably, it 
warrants its place at the top of 
the 718 hierarchy. Porsche can 
confidently say that "the new 718 
Spyder is a purist machine for 
driving pleasure with a 
lightweight convertible roof 
that can cope with high speeds. 
Thanks to the functional 
diffuser, it is the first model in 
the Boxster family to generate 
aerodynamic downforce on the 
rear axle." 

 NOTEWORTHY   
 PERFORMANCE
 The 718 Spyder is 
powered by one of Porsche's 
fabled engines, the 4.0-litre 
six-cylinder petrol engine. The 
naturally aspirated mill offers 
309kW and 430Nm of torque, 
sent to the rear wheels via a 
seven-speed dual-clutch 
automatic transmission (a 
six-speed manual is also 
available). Like any Porsche, 
power figures are only part of the 
story as the aerodynamic 
attributes come into play 
spectacularly.
 Fitted with PASM 
(Porsche Active Suspension 
Management)7, the 718 Spyder 
sits 30mm lower to the ground 

than its siblings, which further 
enhances the car's aerodynamic 
potential. It ensures that drivers 
have greater confidence through 
sweeping bends, allowing them 
to explore the car's performance 
potential before bringing it to a 
halt.  The Porsche's Stability 
Management (PSM), and you 
have a sports car that astounds 
and rewards with each passing 
kilometre.
 The Porsche 718 Spyder 
can clear 0-100km/h in 3.9 
seconds and run a 300km/h top 
speed. Way to go !!!

 IN SUMMARY
 While the 911 is the 
ultimate Porsche in most 
people's opinion, the 718 family is 
just as impressive. With the 
Spyder - and GT4 we drove in 
2020 - headlining this sports car 
range, the 718 can now run 
together with the very best the 
automotive world has to offer. The 
car takes an already impressive 
winning formula and improves on 
it, making it one of the rarest 
driver's cars available today.
 At USD300K when you 
import it into Zimbabwe, (before 
options), the 718 Spyder is as 
comprehensive sports anytime, 
anywhere dare we say for all time. 
Its primary focus is unadulterated 
driving dynamics, with 
everything else the next 
important thing. Even the 
minimalistic infotainment system 
is testament to a car that 
prioritizes the driving experience.
The question remains, then: Is the 
Porsche 718 Spyder good? You 
bet your bottom dollar it is!
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  othing is gratifying more than living your life, enjoying 
  your hobby and most of all earning a living out of it. As  
  a car enthusiast, I find myself mulling  over certain  
  trends in the automotive world. It’s a fact that people  
  love bakkies. So, when a new one comes out it is  
  bound to grab attention. I was lucky to be invited by 
Mazda Willowdale Motors for the launch of the all new Mazda BT 50.
 What is your favourite bakkie? What is their appeal for the 
majority of people that are not using them as working vehicles? 
Fundamentally, you might as well be driving a motorized trailer. But 
people love bakkies, and admittedly, I sort-of do too. 
It’s another entire vehicle class that’s sold on its potential. Go to the 
job site, tow the boat, carry this and that, escape off-road while 
outrunning all your work stresses, you know, all those recreational 
desires, which we never embark on in Zimbabwe.
 Ultimately, the modern bakkie is projected as the do-it-all 
vehicle. It’s a working-class hero, and that makes it an aspirational 
vehicle to own. 
 These days, there’s realistically no greater middle-class status 
symbol than a new bakkie on the driveway. 
 Congrats! You’re a productive member of society. You recently 
scored that promotion. You’ve got your first house. Young kids to, 
maybe? The oldest just started primary school rugby team.  Life is 
on the up and up. Your employer recognizes your skills and honours 
you with a double cab or a mid-sized SUV.
 If I am talking to you, then the all new Mazda BT50 is worth 
your eyes and mind as you look for a bakkie. It is that bakkie to spoil 
your family and yourself of course. You need a car that can take the 
kids to school, go on holiday, take you kumusha in comfort and 
importantly to brag about to your buddies about over a pint on a 
Friday.
 Manufacturers know this too, as does Mazda. Hence, their 
answer to the modern bakkie question is with the new BT-50, which – 
in Mazda’s words – is built for “dress and jeans”. 
 DRIVEtorque attended the launch of the BT-50 
mid-September 2021, where the new bakkie made a good first 
impression, and recently, Mazda Willowdale Motors gave us the 
opportunity to fully review the top-spec BT-50 Limited.

 THE RANGE
 With nearly a decade between itself and its predecessor, this 
2021 model marks the third generation of the BT-50.

 The first BT-50 was based-off the Ford Ranger, and basically 
looked the same too. The second generation, released for sale in 2011, 
was the same although Mazda and Ford claim that they worked 
independently – albeit from Ford’s factory. However, the result spoke 
for itself, where the body used almost entirely different parts to its 
Ranger brother.
 This third generation Mazda BT-50 is different. The ties 
between Ford and Mazda were cut from earlier in the decade. This 
BT-50 takes on a new lease of life with a partnership from Isuzu.
Yes, the BT-50, is now based on the new 2021 Isuzu D-max.

 There are three trim levels for the BT-50, the base model GSX, 
the mid-range GLX and the top spec Limited. The BT-50 therefore has 
six models in the line-up, in either 2-wheel (2WD) or 4-wheel drive 
(4WD) configurations. 
 Our test vehicle is the most expensive of the bunch, being 
the 4WD Limited at US$65000. 
 Remarkably, the BT-50 range undercuts the equivalent Isuzu 
pricewise. I’m not sure how they’ve managed that, but that’s 
definitely a win for Mazda. 
 The base GSX model comes with a number of features as 
standard, including; you’ll get 17’’ alloys, a 7’’ infotainment with 
4-speakers, reversing camera, Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, 4.2’’ 
LCD dashboard display, automatic headlamps with auto high beams, 
rain sensing wipers, front and rear USB ports, cloth seats and 20 
different safety technologies, including rear cross traffic alert, trailer 
sway control, lane departure warning, blind post monitoring, 
adaptive cruise control, and hill descent control. 

N
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 Spec up to the Limited, you’ll add 18’’ alloys, a 9’’ infotainment 
with 8-speakers, SatNav, heated leather seats, leather steering wheel, 
8-way power adjustable driver’s seat, proximity keys with push button 
start, dual zone climate control, auto-dimming rear-view mirrors, LED 
running lights and auto levelling headlamps, side steps, front parking 
sensors and remote engine start.
 The BT-50 range is powered by a 3.0-litre 4-cylinder 
turbodiesel, pumping out 140kW of power and 450Nm of torque. This 
is paired with a 6-speed automatic gearbox.  It’s the same engine and 
gearbox combination found in an Isuzu D-Max.  
 Braked towing capacity is 3,500kg, while tray payload is up to 
1,085kg (lowest offering is 1,050kg). 4WD models receive a rear locking 
differential, plus the usual switchable 2H-4H and 4L (low-range) 
gearing settings.   

 FIRST IMPRESSIONS
 Let’s not beat around the bush here. This is an Isuzu D-Max, 
with a Mazda face. Don’t believe me? Go park them next to each 
other. The dimensions, the body lines; everything from the A-pillar 
back is all the same shape as the Isuzu D-Max. 
 Although, it’s not simply a case of blatant plagiarism on the 
outside. We’ve mentioned the face, but what about the rest? The 
doors have different exterior carvings on them, as does the tailgate. 
The rear lights are different, and a handful more differences with that. 
There’s enough going for them to look like two original copies, if not 
looking with the trained eye. 
 So, what does that mean? Well, the newest D-max is a decent 
looking bakkie, ergo, the BT-50 looks good too. Our test vehicle came 
in Charcoal grey, which made the BT-50 look quite presentable. It is 
one of the best colours out there.  

 INTERIOR
 Climb inside the BT-50, and you’ll find more copied 
homework. The seats, the dashboard, the steering wheel, the 
instrument cluster and the infotainment, they’re virtually all the same 
as in the Isuzu D-Max. Good? Well, mostly yes.
 As first impressions go, the cabin is great. The design is clean 
and uncluttered and there’s plenty of good quality materials used, 
without heavily compromising on the robustness you’d expect from a 
bakkie. Looking at the inside alone, there’s nothing immediately 
telling you that it’s a bakkie – and that’s a good thing. 
 However, there are a few tricks inside the cabin to give you 
the illusion of quality. For example, the whole dashboard looks like it’s 
trimmed with leather – looks being the key word here. In reality, only 
the instrument surround and the first few inches of the dash have 
leather trim. Beyond that, the dashboard is just a textured plastic

.

 Beyond that line, the rest of the dash is plastic.
 The climate control buttons have a silver finish, suggesting 
they’re made of metal.  You’d be wrong – they’re plastic too, but they 
are nicely dampened. 
 Aside from a few unanticipated plastics, many pieces pass the 
quality test. I should also mention, the dashboard isn’t an exact 
carbon copy of the D-Max. The D-Max has a few extra storage cubbies.
 In the centre is the 9’’ infotainment screen, upsized for the 
GTX and Limited models. Like any system, there’s a learning process 
involved, but the UI is still reasonably intuitive. The screen has decent 
resolution, but the touch responsiveness isn’t quite up to 2021 
standards. However, I have experienced worse in other new cars, plus 
the system appears to work faster with the physical buttons. Aside 
from that, Bluetooth pairing was a breeze, and there’s also wireless 
Apple Carplay.   
 My favourite bit? That’d be the speakers. Mazda always seems 
to get this part right. To my ears, they’re better than the speakers in 
other bakkies of this price segment. The Limited has the 8-speaker 
system, which even includes little speakers housed directly above 
your head in the cabin.
 Although, I did have one gripe with the system. Under its 
default settings, every interaction has an accompanying ‘beep’. This 
includes adjusting the damn volume!  Want to turn it down 10 levels?  
Here’s ten unnecessary beeps to play over the top of your music.  
Fortunately, you can switch this off, but why does this exist in the first 
place? 
 The front seats are lifted from a D-Max, but they do wear their 
own stitching patterns. The 8-way power driver’s seat is nicely 
configurable, but if you’ve got broader shoulders like myself, they 
might feel slightly odd at first. 
 Why? The shoulder bolstering of the chair is quite far forward. 
Due to that, I never felt like I was naturally sitting against the back of 
the chair. I should mention that those who weren’t quite as wide as 
myself sat perfectly happy.

 The rear seats are usually an abysmal place to be in most 
bakkie, but not so in the BT-50. In the rear, there’s plenty of legroom 
for passengers, plus the seat backs aren’t mounted directly to the cab, 
(which many bakkie are guilty of), meaning the seats are comfortable 
too.  It’s more akin to the rear seats of a hatchback, but it’s taller and 
roomier.  
 There’s also a USB port in the back and a hook on the back of 
the passenger’s seat for hanging a bag. Although a small feature, you 
really can’t underrate them. Remember, there’s no boot for groceries 
in a bakkie. 
 The steering wheel is also lifted from a D-Max. There’s few 
complaints to be had, aside from a blank switch on the steering 
wheel. It’s odd to see this on a top-specced vehicle, especially in a 
location where you’ll see it all-the-time. 
 So far, the BT-50 interior has proven to be a pleasant space. It’s 
definitely one of the better-quality interiors which I’ve encountered in 
the bakkie world. It’s also well equipped for the price point. 
However, it doesn’t really feel like a Mazda product. Sure, this isn’t at 
all surprising given what we’ve discussed, but it is still relevant.  
 Recently, Mazda has been blowing us away with the quality of 
their interiors. Drive a Mazda 3, and you’ll be left wondering why an 
Audi A3 costs so much. This BT-50, on the other hand keeps up 
appearances. It is a bakkie after all. 
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SPECIFICATIONS

 THE DRIVE
 As we’d mentioned earlier, underneath the bonnet of the 
BT-50 is an Isuzu engine, a 3.0-litre 4-cylinder turbo-diesel, pumping 
out 140kW of power and 450Nm of torque, paired with a 6-speed 
automatic gearbox.  It’s a robust unit from a manufacturer with a 
good reputation for its diesels.
 The torque is accessed nice and low, from around 1,600rpm to 
2,600rpm. There’s a healthy low-middle range on the BT-50. Power 
delivery is smooth, and reasonably quiet too. 
 It does become a tad noisy and slightly buzzy at the top-end, 
but name a turbodiesel bakkie which doesn’t do this. Importantly, the 
engine doesn’t feel overly exerted when you make demands from it. 
The 6-speed auto transmission was also a highlight. It shifted 
seamlessly between gears, creating no obvious powerband gaps as it 
distributed its power and torque. It does make you wonder why some 
manufacturers think they need more gears than this. 
 An unexpected, yet impressive quality was the fuel economy 
– I know! From a 3.0-litre turbodiesel! On a mix of motorway and city 
driving, we achieved a fuel economy result of 9.0L/100kms. It’s a tad 
higher than Isuzu’s claimed figure of 8.0L/100kms, but many 
turbodiesel bakkie we’ve tested run into the 10.0L/100kms range and 
require a gentle foot to get them any lower. 
 Driving the BT-50 through the streets of Harare was 
reasonably pleasant. The steering is electric – it’s considerably lighter 
than recent bakkies we’ve tested.  The front suspension set-up is 
reasonably soft, paired with excellent tyres, it felt reasonably supple at 
town speeds. It’s actually a reasonably approachable vehicle, and 
shouldn’t intimidate you too much if you’re not used to bakkies.  

 Of course, this is a vehicle with a ladder chassis and rear leaf 

CONS
▶ Loud and intrusive safety technology
▶ Self-cancelling adaptive cruise
▶ No driver’s footrest
▶ It’s an Isuzu D-Max

TRAY PAYLOAD:   1,065kg (Other models  up to  
     1,085kg)
MAXIMUM WADING DEPTH:  800mm
APPROACH ANGLE:   30.4o
TURNING CIRCLE:   12.5m
SMALL:     6-10m / Medium   
     10-12m / Large 12m+
WARRANTY:    3-year/100,000km   
     bakkie
ANCAP SAFETY RATINGS:  5 Star

springs. Start exceeding town speeds and it does start behaving in a 
manner befitting to a conventional bakkie. In short, it’s not the most 
comfortable experience on undulating and potholed roads, but it’s 
still perfectly liveable. It merely goes with the territory of bakkie 
ownership.
 Through some quicker corners, the BT-50 would manage 
itself.  It never really fell out of composure, but did have some earlier 
than expected tyre squeal. 
 Being 2021, the BT-50 is equipped with a whole catalogue of 
safety systems, which helps the bakkie achieve its 5-star NCAP rating. 
The systems generally work pretty well, but like any manufacturer, 
these systems are not without their quirks.  
 In the BT-50, some of these systems are quite sensitive and 
intrusive. The fact that the prompt is also a loud monotone beep, 
makes these systems pretty annoying at times.  A number of new 
Mazda models have a pleasant chime to accompany their safety 
systems, which seems to be another indication that this isn’t a Mazda 
product. 

 VERDICT
 The BT-50 is a pretty enjoyable drive, with the electric steering 
system making it light and easy to steer. As a solid option in the 
bakkie class, the 2021 Mazda BT-50 definitely sits a few notches above 
the competition in a number of areas. 
 If you’re looking for a stylish bakkie, that possesses strong 
safety features and handy driver-assist technologies, you’re going to 
want to check out the new BT-50. Feel free to get in touch with 
Willowvale Motor Industries to discuss the new BT-50 in detail at Cnr. 
Gleneagles/Dangenham Road, Willowvale, Phone: (024) 2620811-8
It is worth considering if you are on the market for a bakkie.

PROS
▶ Engine performance & Smooth transmission
▶ Excellent fuel economy
▶ Nicely appointed interior with a good level of equipment
▶ Value for money – cheaper than the vehicle it’s based off!
▶ It’s an Isuzu D-Max

VEHICLE TYPE:  5-door Double-cab bakkie (4X4)
STARTING PRICE:   $65,000
ENGINE:    3-litre 4-cylinder turbo-diesel
POWER, TORQUE (KW/NM):   140/450
TRANSMISSION:    6-speed automatic
SPARE WHEEL:    Full size (alloy)
KERB WEIGHT:     2,035 kgs
LENGTH X WIDTH X HEIGHT (MM):  5280 x 1870 x 1790
FUEL TANK CAPACITY:    76 litres
FUEL ECONOMY, L/100KM (COMBINED): Advertised Spec – 8.0
TOWING CAPACITY KG, UNBRAKED/BRAKED: 750/3500
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Authorised Mazda Dealers: 

Tsapo Commercial, Amtec Motors, Clover Leaf Motors, Croco Motors, Faramatsi Motors

Phone: +263 242 620811 – 7 | Cell: +263 772 805 699 | Email: sales@wmmi.co.zw
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applications, engine outputs are rated at 
221kW and 400Nm. The E-Pace, power is sent 
to all four wheels via a nine-speed automatic 
transmission.
 Performance is a very brisk affair too, 
with  0-100km/h cleared in 6.9 seconds and 
top speed a claimed 241km/h. It feels lively, as 
well, but that, sadly, comes at a cost.
 Coming off the production line, the 
E-Pace tips the scales at a heady 1 952kg. That 
is 52kg heavier than the entry-level F-Pace. 
Hauling that much weight around affects the 
SUV's on-road dynamics through twisty 
roads, which, in turn, negatively influences 
the brakes' effectiveness. While the steering 
input is direct, the smallest SUV in Jaguar's 
line-up feels a little bulky due to its increased 
weight.
 Perhaps the biggest downside to the 
E-Pace 300 Sport is the poor fuel economy. 
For sure, should you decide to drive the 
performance model in the range, you must 
expect to know your local petrol attendant by 
name.  The rate at which the SUV gulps fuel, 
you would swear that you are driving a V8 
SVR. Jaguar claims an economy of 
7.7-litres/100km, but even with an extremely 
light foot and the driving mode in Eco, it is a 
struggle to dip below the 12-litre mark on our 
fuel run.
 To be fair though, the automaker fuel 
averages are based on ideal driving 
conditions, no aircon use, and travelling at a 
relatively slower speed.  One also needs to 
take into consideration the driver's style on 
the road. Charlen's "light foot" could possibly 
be heavier than mine, for example. You would 
also need to take the average speed driven 
into account as well - 120 - 130km/h on cruise 
control versus 80km/h.
 With that having been said, the 
E-Pace Sport is an absolutely stunning car. 
My mother has always dreamed of owning a 
Jaguar one day. She could not stop staring at 
this one. He just could not get over herself.  It 
is only a given however, that if you are going 
to fork out for a sportier model, you also need 
to factor in a heftier fuel bill if your driving 
style will match the performance dynamics of 
a car.
 DRIVEtorque team is fond of Jaguar 
vehicles, the E-Pace 300 Sport rather a mixed 
bag. On the one hand, it oozes all the traits 
that make Jaguars such special vehicles (this 
Jaguar is not a sports vehicle)  but on the 
other hand its drivetrain and the subsequent 
fuel economy seem to suggest otherwise.

  ith a refreshed exterior,  
  enhanced interior, and a  
  choice of powerful and  
  efficient engines, the new  
  Jaguar E-Pace is more   
  assertive, connected, refined 
and efficient than ever before.

 • Several models make up the  
 line-up, which include the 300  
 Sport derivative.

 • The 300 Sport is powered by a  
 221kW/400Nma petrol engine.

 The brand took off well in Zimbabwe 
but seems to be sneezing, spluttering, and 
misfiring judging by the very few models 
launched in the past few years
 As the smallest SUV in the British 
automaker's portfolio, it slots in below the 
F-Pace and headlining all-electric I-Pace to 
complete SUV offering. It is not a bad looking 
vehicle, this E-Pace, and exhibits a  great 
sense of athleticism.
 The E-Pace 300 Sport, is draped in 
everything needed to make it the 
showstopper in the E-Pace range. These 
include the Caldera Red paintwork, stylish 
20-inch alloy wheels, red brake callipers, Pixel 
LED headlights, and fixed panoramic sunroof. 
Whether most of these items are optional 
extras, they add to the E-Pace's appeal.
 It would seem that the SUV has 
everything going for it, but with the good 
comes the not-so-good.
 When one opens the E-Pace's doors, 
illuminated Jaguar treadplates welcome you 
to the inner sanctuary. In typical Jaguar 
fashion, these signages are the first 
introduction to the automaker's latest 
generation interior that houses a host of 
features, including Jaguar Land Rover's latest 
multimedia system, Pivi Pro.
 Glance and feel over the interior and 

the materials used in the E-Pace 300 Sport 
feels sturdy and solid to the touch. Even the 
steering wheel fits almost perfectly between 
one's hands with the paddles to change 
gears just a stretch of the fingers away.
 Jaguar is quite proud of its new 
11.4-inch HD touchscreen that is three times 
brighter and 48% larger than the one it 
replaces. From here, drivers/owners can 
customize the screen to their liking, moving 
menus around as they see fit. The layout now 
does make navigating through it a breeze, 
with even a want-to-learn tech-strained user 
able to learn the ins and outs of the new 
system.
 Five passengers can fit comfortably 
on the provided seats, with the loading bay 
offering a more than respectable 494 litres of 
storage space.
 As the athlete in the E-Pace line-up, 
the 300 Sport is fitted with a genuinely sporty 
engine. This turbocharged 2.0-litre petrol mill 
is also used in other Jaguar products like the 
F-Pace and F-Type. It has found an ideal 
home in the latter, where it acts as the 
entry-point to the sports car range. In all 

W
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   plug-in,   
  hydrogen fuel cell  
  hybrid sports car?  
  That is Hyundai's  
  vision for 2040.
  Hyundai's not 
putting all of its eggs in one 
electric vehicle basket. The 
Korean company revealed its 
ambitions to popularize 
hydrogen fuel and hydrogen fuel 
cell vehicles by the year 2040. 
Hyundai's plans to achieve this 
goal include rather wild concepts 
for us. This include an 
autonomous tractor-trailer 
capable of traveling more than 
600 miles between fuel stops, an 
autonomous off-road-ready 
rescue vehicle (dubbed RHGV) 
that's designed to provide power 

to vehicles in need of emergency 
assistance in remote areas, and 
an autonomous flying rescue 
vehicle made for fighting fires 
and extricating the lost or  the 
injured individual. It also trotted 
out a number of vehicles that 
strike us as more grounded in 
reality, such as a mobile hydrogen 
station and, our favorite, the 
Vision FK concept.
 
 With an appearance like 
that of a mid-engined Kia Stinger 
in camouflage, the Vision FK's 
hydrogen-fueled hybrid 
powertrain produces 
approximately 671 hp, per 
Hyundai. Pin the accelerator and 
the rear-wheel-drive Vision FK 
rockets to 62 mph in less than 4.0 

seconds, according to the 
manufacturer.
 It is not a plug-in hybrid 
as we know it today. The dual 
electric motors and battery pack 
are co-developed with Rimac, 
and the Vision FK's powertrain 
can be plugged into the wall to fill 
up the battery for a certain 
amount of battery-only range. 
(Hyundai owns a stake in Rimac) 
Exceed the stated standard 
figure and the hydrogen fuel cell 
kicks on, providing juice courtesy 
of a pair of onboard hydrogen 
tanks and a fuel cell stack. 
 It is also capable of 
traveling more than 370 miles 
between fill-ups (or electric 
top-ups). If this is the future of 
hydrogen cars, then we are very 

much here for it.

RIGHT ARROW
 Although Hyundai's 
keeping additional details about 
the Vision FK close to its 
proverbial chest, the reality of 
such a vehicle hitting the streets 
by 2040 strikes us as reasonable, 
given the company's experience 
with hydrogen fuel cell vehicles 
such as the Nexo. 
 It seems the biggest 
barrier to the Vision FK's entry 
into the market is the limited 
hydrogen infrastructure. 
 Then but then again, 
things may change in the 18 years 
until 2040 if or rather when 
hydrogen gains momentum 
worldwide.A
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overall export volume in Africa.
 The 64-seater top of the 
range Golden Dragon bus is no 
exception. It is well suited for 
schools, bus companies, tourism 
sector and anyone who wants a 
bus with great safety, luxury and 
top-notch performance.
 It is mounted on a 
WEICHAI-WP12.400N (EURO III), 
six cylinders, In line, turbo 
charged and intercooled engine 
which displaces 11.59 litres of 
diesel per 100 kms. This monster 
has a power of 294KW/1900rpm 
with a peak torque of 1920 
Nm/1000-1400rpm. This is 
complimented by a 

SOME OF THE ATTRACTIONS

• Front Display 22-inch Fixed LED monitor
• Middle Display 2x19 inch LED monitors with powered docking.
• Reversing Monitor    • 7-inch color monitor
• CCTV Monitoring System Full view cameras inside the bus with vehicle hard disk recorder of 500G
• Stop Alarm   • Speed Governor   • WIFI 
• USB Charger Equipped; Seat to Seat USB Charger  • Cruise Control System 
• Accidents & Damage Prevention Alarm System
• CAN System   • Defroster 
• DIMENSION (MM）: 12000×2550×3770 • WHEELBASE (MM) : 6000
• ANGLE OF APPROACH / DEPARTURE (°) 8°/8°
• FRONT / REAR OVERHANG : 2600/3350 • CURB WEIGHT  : 18000
• YC6M360-30 / ISLe340-30 / YC6L330-30 / L360-30 / WP10.336E30 / ISMe360-30 / YC6L310-30    
 /YC6L350-20
• TRANSMISSION 6 MT  • FRONT/REAR AXLE 6.5T/13T
• SUSPENSION SYSTEM Air Suspension (Options: Front Independent Suspension)
• BRAKE SYSTEM
 Front Disc (Options: Drum Type)/Rear Drum Type (Options: Disc Type) with Retarder
• DOOR ARRANGEMENT: Front Door (Options: Central Door)
• RATED SEAT CAPACITY: Up to 53 • PRICE: US$145 111

Call 0242 447343 /486019 Dragon Buses Zimbabwe in Msasa for more information.
They are also in Bulawayo on 292263102.

FAST-6DS200T six speeds 
gearbox
 The brake system is a 
Pneumatic double circuit air 
brake, front & rear disc brakes. 
WABCO ABS system 
complements the braking 
system.
 It has air suspension, 
front 2 rear 4 air bags. The 
steering is a ZF powered
It rides on 22.5 × 9.00 size wheels.  
 The tyres are 315/80R22.5 
and tubeless. It comes with a 
spare tyre, plus with front & rear 
mudguard. They have wheel 
covers as well.
 With a massive 600L you 
can travel without fear of fuel 
shortages after you have filled up. 
A full tank will give you 5000 kms 
depending on your driving style.
 The driver enjoys comfort 
on a Luxury pneumatic air 
suspension driver seat; with 
three-points automatically 
retractable seat belt. The 
passengers are not left out as 
they relish 60 luxury high-back 
passenger seats with 
three-points automatically 
retractable seat belt, front and 
rear adjustable, net bag at back, 
USB for all passenger seats with 
luxury guide seat with 3-point 
safety belt.
 The doors are of 
aluminum alloy pneumatic 
pantographic. The front & middle 
pneumatic outward-swing doors 
come with a remote-control 
system
It comes with a toilet. 
 The audio-visual system 
has is Hard Disk Player with 
screen and Microphone holder.

  wo decades ago,  
  public    
  transportation in  
  Zimbabwe was  
  dominated by bus  
  brands from   
  Europe and 
Japan. Now, the Chinese bus 
brands seem dominant on the 
roads.
 To better serve local 
customers, Golden Dragon, one 
of Chinese leading bus brands, 
started conducting thorough 
research in Africa in order to gain 
a full knowledge of customers’ 
special needs and requirements.
 When Golden Dragon 

first entered Africa, it made slight 
adjustments with its products 
according to customers’ 
requirements. The after-sales 
service team spent a huge 
amount of time studying local 
operation conditions and the bus 
drivers’ negative driving habits in 
order to train theirs differently.   
 Golden Dragon then 
successfully rolled out a new bus 
model with its engine mounted 
in the front of the vehicle. It also 
trained user friendly patient but 
firm drivers. So far, the number of 
the bus model in operation has 
exceeded 1,000 units, accounting 
for over 70% of the bus maker’s 

����������������������������
�����������������	�

COACHES AND BUSES

T



DRIVEtorque SEPTEMBER 2021 | PAGE 35www.drivetorque.com

� � � � � � �� � �  � � �� � 
 � 
 �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � � �
	 � � � � � ��� 
 � � � � � � ��� � � �� � � � � � � � � � � �    � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � �� �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � �

COACHES AND BUSES

Guaranteed comfort and safety for long distance journeys

COACH & INTERCITY
64 SEATER

MINIBUS X5 SERIES
15 & 18 SEATER
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 Meanwhile, Chaniwa tells this 
magazine that ZIMOCO will support Tamy’s 
new album launch in the next few weeks.
 Apart from St George’s, Chaniwa says 
ZIMOCO is committed to supporting noble 
initiatives of other schools across Zimbabwe. 
 “I mean, the Saints 125th 
anniversary is a milestone,” Chaniwa says. 
“I don’t think there are that many schools 
in Zimbabwe that boost of that age as St 
George’s.  But, basically, we are committed 
to the education agenda. We will continue 
to support other schools in our country 
who need our support.”
 St George’s College has recently 
incorporated girls, firstly at ‘A’ Level – 
following over a decade of academic, 
sporting and other extra-curriculum 
activities. 
 For headmaster Farelly, the 
transformation of this legendary school into a 
co-ed institution has been long overdue.
 “It’s normal,” Farelly says. “We are 
creating young men and young women for 
the world out there. It’s normal that young 
men and young women have to learn how 
to work together from an early age.”
 The Haval H1, the main prize in the 
Quasquicentennial raffle, bears the colour 
red, something of sentimental value to 
headmaster Farelly and his school, whose 
famous red blazers and trademark red 
colours are well known throughout the world.
 “It’s (the car) got the right colour as 
well,” Farelly comments. “We’ve had it for 
the past 125 years! I don’t know how long 
Haval have had it. Not nearly as many!”
 The celebrations, which were set for 
this year, have been disrupted by the 
outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic, so will 
spill into July 2022.
 “It won’t stop this year,” Farelly 
says. “It will roll into next year, so today we 
are also kickstarting the next phase.”
 Farelly, who succeeded former Prince 
Edward Head Kevin Atkinson, remarks how 
the recently announced Covid-19 relaxed 
restrictions have made the 125th anniversary 
more practicable. 
 “Great to get out there, seeing 
people do normal things again!”

  n amazing PARTERNERSHIP  
  between Zimbabwe’s   
  incredible reputable school St  
  George’s sees the school  
  hooking up with the country’s  
  number one car dealer. This is 
exciting news. This is a match made in 
heaven. 
 For over a century now, the Mercedes 
Benz has graced the boys school run. No 
fewer consistent vehicles have dropped off 
boys in St George’s College’s schoolyard than 
the Mercedes-Benz.
 It is fitting, therefore, that St George’s 
College’s 125th anniversary is being 
supported chiefly by ZIMOCO. Zimbabwe’s 
sole distributor of the Mercedes-Benz 
including a variety of other multi-purpose 
motor vehicles has stepped up to the plate.

 How time flies!

 Does it not just seem like yesterday 
when Harare-based St George’s College – one 
of Zimbabwe’s two oldest schools – 
celebrated its 100th anniversary amid much 
pomp and fanfare?
 Well, a further 25 years have since 
whizzed by since St George’s merriment of 
that delightful feat. 125 years of St George’s 
existence! This anniversary is a 
Quasquicentennial, yep, that is what it is 
called! Some of us will be around too for the 
esquicentennial. : the 150th celebration. Alas 
with the cycle of life we shall see the 400 year 
from the “other side”.
 “There aren’t many institutions in 
this country that are as old as us,” gleefully 
beams John Farelly, the head at St George’s.
Popularly known as Saints, the school clocks 
125 years of its existence this year, with 
celebrations galore lined up. Be part of 
history. Participate.

 As expected, several corporates and 
individuals have showed up to make this 
occasion deservedly special.
 So, ZIMOCO has come alongside this 
great school within the US$25 a raffle ticket 
where you can win the first prize, an 
immaculate vehicle, the New Haval H1!
 Other prizes in the competition 
include a family trip to the majestic Victoria 
Falls, a blue train experience, TVs, fridges, 
printers, amongst others.
 Dora Manyika, the events 
co-ordinator, speaks of the awards : “We’ve 
tried to keep the prizes all relevant to the 
family. We would dearly like to extend our 
grateful thank yous to all our allies. They 
have all been very supportive, some of 
them mostly free of charge.”
 Present at the raffle launch was diva 
Tamy Moyo, Zimbabwe’s top female musician 
who earlier this year was brought on board by 
ZIMOCO as the company’s brand 
ambassador.
 Tamy drives around in the 
comfortable Haval Jolion as part of the 
ambassadorship deal. This arrangement has 
thoroughly delighted ZIMOCO.
 “Brilliant, an absolutely fruitful 
move,” crows ZIMOCO spokesperson 
Manfred Chaniwa.
 “Our Jolion sales have doubled over 
the period. People now want to drive that 
car because being driven by Tamy Moyo! 
We have grown that brand from above the 
line to below the line activities. She has 
been a key signing, pretty much as 
Cristiano Ronaldo has been for Manchester 
United!”
 Tamy, who has been a real asset to 
ZIMOCO since penning the ambassadorial 
deal earlier this year, will pick the main 
winning prize at the draw at St George’s 
College on 10 November. 
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Versus

SOME OF THE ATTRACTIONS

• Front Display 22-inch Fixed LED monitor
• Middle Display 2x19 inch LED monitors with powered docking.
• Reversing Monitor    • 7-inch color monitor
• CCTV Monitoring System Full view cameras inside the bus with vehicle hard disk recorder of 500G
• Stop Alarm   • Speed Governor   • WIFI 
• USB Charger Equipped; Seat to Seat USB Charger  • Cruise Control System 
• Accidents & Damage Prevention Alarm System
• CAN System   • Defroster 
• DIMENSION (MM）: 12000×2550×3770 • WHEELBASE (MM) : 6000
• ANGLE OF APPROACH / DEPARTURE (°) 8°/8°
• FRONT / REAR OVERHANG : 2600/3350 • CURB WEIGHT  : 18000
• YC6M360-30 / ISLe340-30 / YC6L330-30 / L360-30 / WP10.336E30 / ISMe360-30 / YC6L310-30    
 /YC6L350-20
• TRANSMISSION 6 MT  • FRONT/REAR AXLE 6.5T/13T
• SUSPENSION SYSTEM Air Suspension (Options: Front Independent Suspension)
• BRAKE SYSTEM
 Front Disc (Options: Drum Type)/Rear Drum Type (Options: Disc Type) with Retarder
• DOOR ARRANGEMENT: Front Door (Options: Central Door)
• RATED SEAT CAPACITY: Up to 53 • PRICE: US$145 111

Call 0242 447343 /486019 Dragon Buses Zimbabwe in Msasa for more information.
They are also in Bulawayo on 292263102.

DRIVTORQUES RATING

OVERALL RATING

PROS & CONS

◀                      ▶

◀                      ▶

◀                      ▶

◀                      ▶

◀                      ▶

                  ◀ 

SPECIFICATIONS

ENGINE POWER

ENGINE TORQUE

ENGINE DISPLACEMENT

ENGINE CONFIGURATION

DRIVETRAIN

TRANSMISSION

TIRE SIZE

WHEEL SIZE

WHEEL TYPE

RUN FLAT TIRES

8.7 / 10

Quiet interior and comfortable ride quality

Abundant cargo and passenger space

Easy-to-use controls

Lackluster power from powertrain

Uncomfortable front passenger seat

Vague steering

203 hp @ 6600 rpm

184 ft-lbs. @ 5000 rpm

2.5 l

Inline 4

All wheel drive

8-speed shiftable automatic

225/65R17

17 X 7.0-in

Painted alloy wheels

Not available

8.2 / 10

Impressive number of standard and optional features

Lots of second- and third-row legroom for the class

Sharp-looking and easy-to-use infotainment system

Not so compact anymore

Significant price increase over 2020 model

191 hp @ 6100 rpm

181 ft-lbs. @ 4000 rpm

2.5 l

Inline 4

Front wheel drive

8-speed automatic

235/65R17

17 X 7.0-in

Alloy wheels

Not available

2021 Kia Sorento
LX 4dr SUV

(2.5L 4cyl 8A)

2021 Toyota RAV4
XLE 4dr SUV AWD

(2.5L 4cyl 8A)
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FEATURES

BLUETOOTH     

NAVIGATION

SATELLITE RADIO

KEYLESS IGNITION

CRUISE CONTROL

ADAPTIVE CRUISE CONTROL

PARKING ASSISTANCE

UPHOLSTERY

HEATED SEATS

COOLED/VENTILATED SEATS

FOLDING REAR SEATS

SUNROOF

FUEL ECONOMY

CITY/HWY/COMBINED

FUEL CAPACITY

RANGE (CITY/HWY)

FUEL TYPE

DIMENSIONS

CURB WEIGHT

GROUND CLEARANCE

OVERALL WIDTH WITH MIRRORS

OVERALL WIDTH WITHOUT MIRRORS

HEIGHT

LENGTH

WHEELBASE

SEATING CAPACITY

CARGO SPACE

FRONT HEAD ROOM

FRONT LEG ROOM

FRONT SHOULDER ROOM

REAR HEAD ROOM

REAR LEG ROOM

REAR SHOULDER ROOM

Standard

Available on other styles

Standard

Standard

Standard

Standard

Available on other styles 

Cloth

Optional

Available on other styles 

Standard

Available on other styles 

27 / 33 / 29 mpg

14.5 gal.

392 / 479 miles

Regular unleaded

3490 lb.

8.4 in.

-

73.0 in.

67.0 in.

180.9 in.

105.9 in.

5

37.5 cu. ft.

39.5 in.

41.0 in.

57.8 in.

39.5 in.

37.8 in.

56.4 in.

Standard

Available on other styles

Available on other styles 

Available on other styles 

Standard

Available on other styles

Available on other styles 

Cloth

Available on other styles 

Available on other styles 

Standard

Available on other styles 

24 / 29 / 26 mpg

17.7 gal.

425 / 513 miles

Regular unleaded

3794 lb.

6.9 in.

-

74.8 in.

66.7 in.

189.0 in.

110.8 in.

7

12.6 cu. ft.

40.3 in.

41.4 in.

59.1 in.

39.1 in.

41.7 in.

58.1 in.
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Full page advert with editorial in 
DRIVEtorque publication

Advert on www.drivetorque.com 
for a month

Advert on DRIVEtorque Facebook 
page for a month

Advert on DRIVEtorque Instagram 
for a month

Product placement for 30 secs on 
DRIVEtorque motoring show on 
Star FM Zimbabwe

Free publicity on Star FM FB page 
with more than 430000 followers

This package includes This package includes

Segment Sponsorship on DRIVEtorque motoring show on Star FM

Sponsorship of DRIVEtorque motoring show on Star FM 

You can choose part of a package or structure your own package according to your needs at a premium of 30%

Rates effective - 10 September 2021 Advertisers please contact Vanessa on: 

Mobile : 0774 074 939
Landline : 0242 850 957 / 870 030
Email :  motoring@drivetorque.com

80,000ZWL

10,000ZWL

10,000ZWL

10,000ZWL

20,000ZWL

GOLD
PACKAGE

130,000

Full page advert in DRIVEtorque 
publication

Advert on www.drivetorque.com 
for 2 weeks

Advert on DRIVEtorque Facebook 
page for 2 weeks 

Advert on DRIVEtorque 
Instagram for 2 weeks

Product placement for 15 secs on 
DRIVEtorque motoring show on 
Star FM Zimbabwe 

60,000ZWL

6,000ZWL

6,000ZWL

6,000ZWL

12,000ZWL

SILVER
PACKAGE

ADVERTISING
RATE CARD

THE BEST ADVERTISING PLATFORM FOR EXPOSURE FOR ALL BUSINESSES IN THE MOTORING INDUSTRY

ZWL
90,000

ZWL

70,000ZWL
160,000ZWL

@DRIVEtorque       www.drivetorque.com

t



Next issue - 28th of October 2021

0778 729 988

motoring@drivetorque.com

www.drivetorque.com

SUBSCRIBE

DRIVEtorque

@DRIVEtorque

@DRIVEtorque

FOLLOW

Subscribe now to get a f ree copy of the fastest 
growing online motoring magazine in Zim via Email or 

Whatsapp.

WE’VE GOT THE 
SCOOP ON ALL THE 
LATEST MOTORING 
NEWS!


