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  midst the October excruciating heat, the   
  winds, the preseason flurry of crop field   
  preparations, her is an exciting edition filled   
  with all sort of goodies. We simply drive on.
  The exclusive, exquisite, ultra amazing 
Mercedes Benz 450 GLE is voted online as the winner in 
Zimbabwe’s Car of the Year competition. 

ZIMOCO invites top Nicoz Diamond executives and clients, to 
Donnybrook Raceway for a thrilling day riding, driving the 
Haval H9, Mitshubishi Triton and the P-Series rides.  Check out 
the Zimoco offering monthly different themed promos for 
different brands or service at super low prices! 

We are jealous. The rugged Pik Up Karoo Dusk is launched for 

the select few in South Africa.

Finally!  Common sense! Volvo is cross sharing never -been 
-done -before car safety information and innovation to secure 
gender specific vulnerable female (pregnant) drivers and 
passengers from crash injury.

Delightfully sincere, committed, family man, auto industry 
guru and leader par excellence is yours truly Marius Prinsloo. 
The Managing Director – CFAO Automotive Group Zimbabwe 
(Toyota Zimbabwe and CFAO Motors Zimbabwe) dishes out 
nuggets of wisdom gracing our AUTONEWS maker brand. 

Countdown to the rainy & festive season. 
Slippery roads. Drunk drivers. Don’t be a statistic! Blessings.
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Autonews Maker

autonews maker

Dictionary

auto newsmaker|

/ˈɔːtəʊ njuːzmeɪkə/

a newsworthy person in the motoring industry.

Integrity, wisdom, communicator, self-awareness, gratitude, leaner, influencer, empathy, star, celebrity, respect, superstar, big-name, famous name, household 
name, leading edge, trend setter, disrupter, innovator, big-shot, positive thinker, common sense, luminary, leading-light, leader, focused, mentor, 
prominent, accomplished, goal getter, results-driven, achiever, deliver, talented, team player, intelligence, confidence, accountability, humility, resilience, 
vision

Marius Prinsloo
Managing Director - CFAO Zimbabwe

  eet Marius Prinsloo the Managing Director – CFAO  
  Automotive Group Zimbabwe (Toyota Zimbabwe  
  and CFAO Motors Zimbabwe)
  In a few words describe who Marius Prinsloo is? I am a  
  husband of one wife and father to two beautiful girls.  I  
  am currently the Managing Director for the CFAO 
Automotive Group in Zimbabwe. I have spent the last 30 years in the 
motor industry. My first 9 years were in the assembly plants in South 
Africa, after which my journey into the rest of Africa began.
 What was the path you took to become an MD – CFAO 
Automotive Group Zimbabwe? Early on in my career I realized that if 
I want to move up the ladder, I needed to show commitment, passion, 
and a great deal of common sense. Try and understand another 
before I want to be understood and deliver on the expectations set. I 
had eagerness to know more and learn and reaching beyond just my 
own field of responsibilities, helped me to be noticed. With 
preparedness, there was also a great deal of being in the right place at 
the right time. Grabbing opportunities and making sacrifices, put me 
on the good path. I started off as a student on attachment in the 
South African motor industry, then I moved on to Engineer, General 
Manager and 16 years ago I entered the level of Managing Director.

 What do you feel are the biggest strengths of the Brands 
you represent at the moment? Our top Brand at the moment is 
Toyota. With 36% market share, what more can I say. The Toyota 
strategy for Africa is spot on. It is a Brand with a strong cover across the 
performing segments and trusted the world over. With VW, in these 
parts of Africa, the strength is the Amarok. A very refined vehicle, well 
balanced between comfort, power, and durability. Our newcomer is 
Suzuki. We have high hopes for Suzuki. It is a Brand that offers 
practicality, versatility, fun, affordability, and style.
 Who do you look up to for inspiration or mentorship? 
Throughout my career I was fortunate to cross paths with many 
inspirational and talented people, with all of them  contributing to my 
growth and achievements in different ways and on various levels. It is 
therefore difficult to pinpoint just one person, but my father use to say 
to me “You can’t keep a hardworking man down”.  I often find 
inspiration in those words. As for the relationships that I have  built in 
the last 30 years, I tend to turn to just a handful of trusted and faithful 
people for inspiration and mentorship, depending on the need at the 
time. 
 As the MD what is one decision you wish you did not have to 
make? As a leader, it is difficult to point out only one. There have been 
a few that had the same impact on me. The most difficult decisions to 
make are those involving people. Business decisions are much easier, 
as you can always change direction and anticipate the outcome. 
However when decisions involve negatively affecting people and their 
futures, it is not easy for me to separate common sense human 
resources moves and heart wrenching emotions that plague me. The 
thing is, someone has to do it. I do not like it but I have to make the 
difficult call when necessary.
 How do you keep your team motivated despite conflicts, 
obstacles and economic challenges? I am a firm believer in creating 
an environment where people feel confident and secure to make 
decisions and see either good or bad results without reprisals. Giving 
the necessary acknowledgement and recognition for great work is 
important. Achievement and results of job satisfaction are what drive 
people. Even the frustration of underachieving or not reaching the 
desired result is a good motivator as a driving force. Giving the 
required encouragement and direction, together, collectively  is crucial 
as most people receive correction well and want to do better next time.
 What are the most important attributes of successful 
leaders today? Focus on and understanding the importance of 
human capital. This is an item that does not sit on the balance sheet, 
but is so costly if mishandled. Vision, direction, communication and 
anticipating change together with humility are the most important 
attributes.
 What is the most important risk you took in your life and 
why? Normally when I take risks, it is usually a carefully calculated risk. 
There was one risk though, where I jumped into, quite free fall,  in 
recent years that was beyond calculation. Taking on the challenge to 
run a loss-making entity, in another African country, with the objective 
to get it to a break even position. Unfortunately, I did not achieve the 
set objective before I was reassigned to Zimbabwe. However we 
managed to reduce the losses significantly and I left the place 
necessary systems and tools in place to possibly reach the objective in 
the next 18 months.

M
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 How do you continue to grow and develop as a leader? I 
regularly assess our environment, see what is needed for continuous 
growth and focus on the skills required. Our environment changes all 
the time, especially in Zimbabwe. It is special here. It is therefore 
important to stay on top and intentionally develop the wholistic skills 
needed.
 How do you align and balance the various Brand business 
objectives with your personal vision and goals? Business 
objectives are always to grow, improve and make the most of the 
opportunities presented. As a person I share the same approach. 
Once you have done the Gap analysis between Brand objectives and 
personal vision and goals the puzzle comes together nicely. It is 
important to be objective and flexible to make sure the two move in 

tandem, in a common direction. You cannot be one way at work and 
another way it home. You are in fact the same person. Congruency is 
important.
 What would be your message to the child in school who 
dreams to lead Toyota one day? Believe in who you are and believe 
that nothing is impossible. Put your whole mind to it. Learn and use 
every opportunity that comes along. Work hard, smart and gain as 
much experience as you can.
 What is your favourite car and how come ? Oh wow ! I love 
and honour cars too much to only mention one. I would say :  The 
Legendary Land Cruiser celebrating its 70th Anniversary. The agile, 
comfortable, and powerful VW V6 Amarok and off course : The playful, 
zippy and retro looking Suzuki Jimny.

equipped with active and passive safety features, and that the multi-
media system is Android Auto and Apple CarPlay compatible. The 
exterior takes plenty of design cues from the all-new D-Max.
 While drivetrain details are not yet confirmed, it can be safely 
assumed that the new mu-X will adopt the same 1.9-litre 
(110kW/350Nm) and 3.0-litre (140kW/450Nm) turbodiesel engines as 
the next D-Max. Given buying trends, Isuzu may choose to, again, 
offer the mu-X with the six-speed automatic gearbox only, available in 
both 4x2 and 4x4 guises.
 Isuzu believe the upcoming Isuzu mu-X is a game-changer 
for them. It offers class-leading driver assistance technology, new 
state of the art powertrains, and a luxurious interior designed for 
maximum comfort for seven whole occupants.
 They are steadily on track to launch the next generation Isuzu 
mu-X in South Africa. Vehicle testing was successfully conducted late 
2020, and they continue to test the vehicle under several conditions 
to ensure it is suitably prepared for Southern African conditions.
 When Isuzu brands are launched in South Africa, what a 
pleasure for us .They obviously quickly find their way into Zimbabwe. 
Way to go!!

  suzu South Africa confirmed its new mu-X will be  
  launched come year-end.
  • The mu-X is based on the D-Max bakkie, but local  
  specification is yet to be confirmed.
  • The mu-X rivals the likes of the Toyota Fortuner.

The all-new mu-X is likely to make its local debut early 2022 in 
Zimbabwe. Based on the Japanese automaker's popular D-Max 
bakkie, the SUV is a rival to the likes of the Toyota Fortuner and Ford 
Everest. The second-generation model is looking to continue the 
fight for Isuzu in this very popular segment of the market.
 While pricing and product specifications will be announced 
closer to the launch date, Isuzu SA confirmed that the SUV would be 
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THE ALL NEW W O R L D S  A P A R T

•  Class leading SUV
step up to a new level.

with generous loading capacities
• Functional design 

• TNGA Engineering
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  yundai’s ATOS hatchback  
  has received an added   
  comfort feature, in the form  
  of a 5-speed automatic  
  manual transmission to make  
  this entry-level model in the 
Korean manufacturer’s local range an even 
more attractive choice in its market segment.
 The Hyundai ATOS was launched 
almost two years ago with a new, modern 
look and styling, topping up with an 
impressive list of standard features. At the 
time of its launch, the ATOS was lauded for its 
spacious cabin, impressive ride and handling 
and low NVH (noise, vibration and harshness) 
levels.
 Hyundai has now added the new 
ATOS 1.1 Motion derivative with a five-speed 
Automatic Manual Transmission (AMT) – an 
important comfort feature, especially for city 
drivers.
 The ATOS, which slots into the local 
Hyundai range below the Grand i10, is still 
propelled by the free-revving 1,1 litre 
4-cylinder petrol engine that delivers 
excellent fuel consumption – an important 
consideration on the check  list of consumers 
who shop around in this segment of the car 
market.
 The ATOS’ 1 086 cc engine now 
delivers it 50 kW maximum power at 5 500 
revolutions per minute through a 
transmission that is essentially the same as 
the manual gearbox, but with the difference 
that it shifts the gears automatically.
 The power, as well as the maximum 
torque of 99 Nm which comes at 2 800 r/min. 
compares very favourably with a range of 
competitors in its market segment. The ATOS 
1.1 Motion AMT’s fuel consumption, tested in a 
real-world combined cycle, was measured at 
5,9 litres per 100 km.
 The complete list of features that the 
ATOS offers at a most competitive price has 
been a big selling point for this little 

hatchback. The good looks of the ATOS, with 
its modern stylish “tall boy design”, is another 
aspect of the car that attracts great attention.
 Check this out! Body coloured front 
and rear bumpers and door handles, an 
attractive front grille and 14-inch steel wheels 
with attractive covers complete the exterior 
picture.
 The ATOS is offered in colours 
ranging from Fiery Red to Polar White, Titan 
Grey, Nicobar Blue and Typhoon Silver.
 The body shell – 3,61 m long and 1,64 
m wide – houses a cabin that allows a lot of 
head space and leg room, with good visibility 
and ergonomics that ensures a comfortable 
ride.

The list of standard features includes:
• An infotainment system with a 7-inch  
 touch screen, and with Apple CarPlay,  
 Android Auto and Bluetooth   
 connectivity;
• An onboard computer;
• A multifunction steering with remote  
 buttons for the radio, sound system  
 and Bluetooth-connected cell phone;

• A dedicated USB charging socket  
 that also serves as a connection point  
 for Apple’s CarPlay and Android Auto,  
 as well as an extra 12V power socket;
• An air conditioner;
• Electrically controlled front side  
 windows;
• Stylish, comfortable seats with  
 durable cover materials;
• Central locking;
• Airbags for the driver and front  
 passenger;
• An Anti-lock Braking System (ABS) to  
 keep control under emergency  
 braking, especially on a wet road; and
• ISOFIX child safety seat attachment  
 points on the rear seat bench.

 At the front the ATOS uses 
McPherson struts with a stabilizer bar and 
coil springs for its suspension, and a coupled 
torsion beam axle with coil springs at the 
rear. Its small turning radius of 3,35 m and 
Motor Driven Power Assisted Steering system 
(MDPS) makes it a delightfully easy vehicle to 
manouvre in city spaces.

H
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  he Peugeot 2008 SUV is the 2021 South African Car  
  of the Year, beating 23 finalists in the prestigious  
  competition. The announcement was made by the  
  South Africa Guild of Mobility Journalists (SAGMJ).
  The dynamic and distinctive cross-over held its head  
  proudly above South Africa’s motoring best to take 
the overall title. Along the way it was also honoured with the 2021 
Jurors Excellence Award. It outshone five strong competitors in the 
hotly contested Compact Family category, one of the most 
contested groups in this year’s competition.
 There were six nominees in the category, including 
Hyundai’s Creta crossover, Toyota’s Corolla Sedan, the Volkswagen 
T-Roc, Kia Seltos, and the Mazda CX-30.
 The Peugeot 2008 allows families to escape the ordinary, the 
versatile SUV designed firmly with lifestyle intentions. Next 
generation technology, a selection of powerful, fuel-efficient 
engines and dynamic, appealing styling all contributed to the car 
being recognized for the SAGMJ’s accolade.
 “We’re naturally delighted with the recognition by the 
South African Guild of Mobility Journalists of our exciting 
Peugeot 2008 SUV,” said Leslie Ramsoomar, Managing Director 
of Stellantis South Africa. “We believe the car certainly deserves 
it. It’s been a major success for customers and we’re proud of the 
results it’s achieving thanks to major efforts from our excellent 
Stellantis and dealer teams.”
 The accolade is the second for Stellantis from the SAGMJ 
this year. This new company was recognized in June as the 
most-admired car company in the country.
 With its fluid and robust lines, the all-new Peugeot 2008 
SUV delivers masterful power and efficiency. Its striking front grille, 
horizontal bonnet, and raised ground clearance enhance the 
sophisticated and sharp design. At the rear, the spoiler, gloss black 
rear cluster connecting strip, and chrome exhaust affirm its sporty, 
tenacious personality.

 “The Competition has taken on a whole different 
meaning over the last 18 months,” said Ramsoomar. “Every car 
maker has fought gallantly and is worthy of congratulations, 
especially to the other category winners and all the finalists.”
 There were 23 finalists in the running for this year’s awards 
across nine categories. Stellantis featured twice amongst the 
nominees, the new generation Opel Corsa ranking in the Compact 
category. 

T
��
���������������������������������



DRIVEtorque OCTOBER 2021 | PAGE 8www.drivetorque.com

certain that you are getting genuine parts 
and genuine top notch exclusive services and 
in addition  you also get one-year warranty on 
both labour and genuine parts- Available 
only at Zimoco 
 “We run critical software updates 
whilst your vehicle is being serviced,” 
Cornish said. “That is really, really key. It’s a 
big advantage because you’re not going to 
have car problems or incur significant 
expenses later.” Like smart phones, your 
Mercedes-Benz, Jeep and HAVAL require 
software updates to operate properly, which 
are only available from Zimoco.
 Cornish said, “ Every month we have 
a different themed promo for a different 
brand or service. In October we had a 
special for Mercs the 203, 204, 205 and 212. 
We called it the October Heat Promo. For 
$258 you get a minor service inclusive of 
labour and parts.”  
 The promotion helped demystify the 
notion that Zimoco is expensive. Many 
customers who are driving in for the promo 
can hardly believe that Zimoco is offering 
such a low price.  The promos also cover grey 
imports. 
 “In November we are looking to 
focus on suspension and pre-rains check. 
In December we are going to have a 
special for school buses certificate of 
fitness”, he added.
 “Zimoco is on a Big Drive for driver 
training, Safety and Road etiquette. This is 
for both our Valid Customers as well as all 
our Staff. Sadly, we have lost our good 
name as a Calm and well-Mannered 
Nation as our roads have become rather 
nightmarish to drive.  
 So Zimoco are doing their bit to 
keep us all safe and remain secure and 
polite in our vehicles on our Roads. Zimoco 
also boasts of  a State of the Art -Body 
Repair Centre which repairs all our 
exclusive brands, as well as all other 
popular brands. Our Body Repair Centre 
also offers -Supply and Fitment of Vehicle 
Accessories as well as Vehicle detailing ,” 
concluded Cornish .

  IMOCO is pushing its after  
  sales services offering top of  
  the line support to its   
  customers. 
  With workshops at its   
  Douglas Road and 
Borrowdale branches as well as an agent in 
Bulawayo the company has a considerable 
wide footprint. 
 Traditionally the home of Mercedes 
Benz only, Zimoco has now changed to 
incorporate several other renowned brands 
as it pushes its narrative of specialised service 
for special brands. 
 It has been solely credited for 
establishing the Haval and GWM brands on 
the local market.   
 Apart from the Mercedes, Zimoco 
also distributes the Jeep, Fiat, Alfa Romeo, 
Great Wall Motors, Mitsubishi, FUSO and 
Freightliner.
 Over the years Zimoco has evolved. 
They now have a vehicle for just about 
everyone who takes themselves seriously. 
They are consumer focused. Everyone who 
drives a vehicle from Zimoco feels special for 
they drive a vehicle that is backed by a 
heritage spurning more than five decades.
 Whenever a vehicle has that Zimoco 
sticker it fetches more on that market. It has 

become a symbol of trust.
 Zimoco after sales manager, Bill 
Cornish told DRIVEtorque, “At Zimoco we are 
able to support all our brands. Our 
technicians are highly trained and certified 
by the manufacturers. This way you are 

Z
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  hink men and women face precisely the same risk of   
  injury or death in a car crash?
  Have a rethink. Loading…Rebooting... A University of   
  Virginia research team’s 2019 paper is one of many   
  studies that indicate female car-crash victims face   
  significantly higher odds of serious injury or fatality.
 This particular study looked at detailed injury distributions 
and risk trends in seatbelt-restrained occupants involved in frontal 
collisions.The results unequivocally showed females were at a far 
higher risk of various types of injuries compared with males, despite 
the researchers controlling for factors such as age, height, body mass 
index (BMI) and even the vehicle’s model year.
 While the paper suggests certain biomechanical factors (such 
as bone mineral density) may well contribute to differences in injury 
tolerance, we should point out that the results of laboratory-run crash 
tests influence broader automotive design. Such tests have 
historically been gender blind and have not considered the female 
form at all; indeed, crash-test dummies have long been based on the 
average male form.
 In the same year of the aforementioned research paper, Volvo 
set up the E.V.A. (Equal Vehicles for All) Initiative, sharing more than 
40 years of real-world crash-test data with the rest of the automotive 
industry. Research based on this data has allowed the Swedish 
automaker to come up with better, various new ways of better 
protecting female occupants.

Car manufacturing underway.
Volvo seats, for instance, have been designed to reduce the risk of 
whiplash (a higher-risk injury for females) by half, while the 
introduction of the inflatable curtain airbag has cut the danger of 
head injuries (particularly in shorter women) by as much as 75%. The 
firm also developed the world’s first average-sized pregnant 
crash-test dummy, allowing researchers to identify exactly how the 
seatbelt and airbags could impact a woman and her foetus. This has 
been an absolutely phenomenal oversight in the past. Go figure! It has 
indeed been a man’s world. Safety and all!

So, what does the future hold?
 Well, with the world moving towards electric mobility at a rapid 
pace, it is interesting to note injury claims for electric vehicles (EVs) are 
about 40% lower than crashes involving similar conventionally 
powered models, according to the Highway Loss Data Institute. This is 
likely because of the greater weight of EVs as well as the lower centre 
of gravity owing to the positioning of the battery packs. As an example, 
the fully electric Volvo XC40 P8 Recharge recently earned the 
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety’s Top Safety Pick Plus award.
 Of course, this sort of progress is widely beneficial for both men 
and women, but particularly the latter as females become better 
represented in safety design. It is a similar case with the roll-out of 
autonomous driving features, which have the potential to ultimately 
eradicate the leading cause of serious car crashes: human error (and, 
by implication, distracted driving).
 The future of automobile safety looks promising, whether you 
are a male or female, but especially if you are female. Finally! Evolving 
vehicle safety considerations and configurations to accommodate 
ladies’ definitive custom made requirement. Slowly but surely!
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  igger than a Renegade but smaller than a Cherokee,   
  the Compass steers toward comfort and usability than  
  scrambling up a mountainside. It is ideally most   
  probably for middle and senior managers who want a  
  Jeep but cannot quite afford the Cherokee. 
  The Jeep Com pass borrows much of its looks from 
the Cherokee and Grand Cherokee, which have softer lines than the 
Renegade or Wrangler. Up front, the Compass wears its seven-slot 
grille and headlights well. Along the sides and in back, the Compass is 
more modern—especially with a two-tone roof.
 Under the hood, a 2.4-liter inline-4 mates most often to a 
9-speed automatic transmission—or a 6-speed if equipped with only 
front-wheel drive.
 The inline-4 makes 180 horsepower, which is enough to 
adequately power the Compass around town, but a finicky 9-speed 
keeps it from living at its best.
 Trailhawk models offer off-road must-haves such as a 
simulated low-speed first gear for crawling and a “Rock” setting for 
the terrain selection system in the Compass.
 Every Jeep Compass is well-equipped with a 7.0-inch 
touchscreen for infotainment with Apple CarPlay and Android Auto 
compatibility, Bluetooth connectivity, two USB ports, cloth upholstery, 
and at least 16-inch wheels.
 Popular upgrades include heated seats and steering wheel, 
leather upholstery, an 8.4-inch touchscreen with navigation, and 
appearance trim packages such as this year’s High Altitude and 
Upland editions.
 Its influence from the Grand Cherokee is immediately evident 
from the front. The Compass wears the same seven-slot grille 

borrowed from the bigger SUV chrome. The Cherokee now has a 
derivative of both, but we are partial to the look on the Compass if we 
are pressed
 Inside, the Compass wears more organic shapes and 
toned-down lines. Jeep gathered climate controls and other functions 
below the 7.0-inch infotainment screen, while a chunky knob for 
traction control programs takes up real estate below the center stack.
Like many compact crossovers, the Jeep Compass steers and rides 
well.
 Every Jeep Compass is fitted with a 2.4-liter inline-4 that makes 
180 horsepower and 175 pound-feet of torque. The base transmission is 
a 6-speed manual that is harder to find than Bigfoot. It is standard on 
Sport and Latitude models with all-wheel drive. A 6-speed automatic is 
standard on front-drive Latitude and Limited models, and a 9-speed 
automatic is available with all-wheel drive in Sport and Latitude trims, 
and it’s standard on Trailhawk and Limited models.
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 The 2.4-liter inline-4 is shared throughout several Fiat Chrysler 
Automobiles vehicles, including the Jeep Renegade and Cherokee.
In the Compass, the inline-4 adequately powers the crossover around 
town, but an indecisive 9-speed saps whatever might it can muster. 
The Compass skips some of the low-speed indecision we have found 
in other FCA vehicles, but the busy transmission struggles to 
kickdown for highway passes or deeper stabs at the accelerator.

 The Compass gets an independent suspension on all models 
that soaks up road imperfections. The tough-talking Trailhawk trim 
gets an off-road setup, but it is quite clear that the Compass was 
tuned for on-road comfort more than perhaps off-road prowess.
The base Compass gets 16-inch wheels that we have not sampled, but 
the ride isn’t spoiled by 17-inchers that are standard on Latitude and 
Trailhawk trims. 
 The Jeep Compass is pleasantly uptown in materials and 
execution, with room for four adults. There is reasonable space inside 
the Jeep Compass, especially considering its tight dimensions.
Four adults will fit inside the Compass—five if everyone is a nimble 
gymnast. The Compass has convincing interior materials, but perhaps 
not the confines. The front seats feel narrow and thinly padded, 
according to our rumps. Every Jeep Compass is fitted with a 
height-adjustable driver’s seat, but for power adjustment and a 
height-adjustable passenger’s seat requires extra cash.
 The rear seats should be fine for two adults—three if they are 
coworkers that you do not particularly like. Leg room in the back is 

above average with 38.3 inches. There is plenty of head room for taller 
riders—even with an optional sunroof.
 With the rear seats up, the Compass offers 27.2 cubic feet of 
cargo room, which is in line with the class, but its cargo floor is more 
than 31 inches off the ground, which is taller than most.
The interior materials on the Compass are mostly soft and high-buck, 
with base versions wearing a durable cloth upholstery. Latitude trims 
get a blend of synthetic material and cloth that feels wash and ready, 
and Trailhawk versions get their own leather and cloth buckets that 
can be upgraded to leather. Top-shelf Limiteds get all leather that feels 
thin but also quite good.
 The IIHS gave the small crossover SUV top “Good” scores on its 
entire crash battery, including a “Superior” score for its optional 
front-crash prevention. “Poor” and “Marginal” scores for its headlights 
prevented it from earning a Top Safety Pick award.
 Jeep offers spend-up active safety features such as 
forward-collision warnings with automatic emergency braking, 
blind-spot monitors, adaptive cruise control, active lane control, and 
rear parking sensors on all trim levels except the base version. That lags 
competitors such as Toyota and Nissan, which make the technology 
standard on all trims.
 Aside from active safety features, the Jeep Compass is 
equipped with seven airbags, standard traction control systems, and a 
rearview camera.

Call Zimoco on 0242-885329/30 for a test drive
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continuous metallic lines running 
through the dashboard and into 
the doors. The interior actually 
looks more SUV-like than 
workhorse oriented. The brown 
leather seats add to that feel of 
plushness when you are inside 
this Mazda. However BT-50 has a 
different steering wheel, front 
heated seats and auto dimming 
rear view mirror. This is 
something that you will not find 
in the D-Max.

The Mazda truck also has some 
stitching on the corners of the 
dash, and some padding on the 
center console for the legs of the 
driver.

Overall, it is obvious that Mazda 
made the effort to give the 
BT-50’s interior a more premium 
feel. The soft-touch surfaces are 
extravagant, and on top of that, 
there are certainly more chrome 
pieces.

It is definitely up to par with the 
other Mazda SUV models.

The 2021 BT-50’s interior features 
a dual-zone automatic climate 
control system with rear vents, 
leather seats, a 4.2-inch digital 
gauge cluster, and a tilt and 
telescopic steering column. For 
the higher variants, the BT-50 is 
also getting an eight-way 
power-adjustable driver seat. 

2. 2021 MAZDA BT-50: 
TECHNOLOGY REVIEW
The new BT-50 features more 
tech than its predecessor. For the 
first time ever it has adaptive 
cruise control. Moreover, it has a 
decent amount of driver-assist 
features.

These include lane-keep assist, 
rear cross-traffic alert, a 
blind-zone warning system, and 
even autonomous braking. These 
are not standard across all 

variants though. It is highly 
probable that only the top-spec 
variant will come with these 
features.
The new touchscreen is very 
capable. It comes with a reversing 
camera, rear parking sensors, 
traffic sign recognition, and a 
trailer sway control system.

For entertainment, the new BT-50 
is getting two different 
touchscreen displays depending 
on the variant. The lower-spec to 
middle-spec variants will have 
access to a smaller seven-inch 
unit. 

The top-spec variants, on the 
other hand, will be equipped with 
a larger nine-inch unit.

While differing in size, both 
touchscreens will come with 
Apple CarPlay, Android Auto, 
digital radio, iPod compatible 
USB-audio input ports, and a 
radio data system. The top-spec 
BT-50’s however, will be linked up 
to eight-speakers, and it will also 
come with satellite navigation. 

3. 2021 MAZDA BT-50: 
SAFETY REVIEW
Like most new models, the BT-50 
is awash with safety features. All 
variants are equipped with an 
alarm and engine immobilizer, 
anti-lock braking with electronic 
brake-force distribution, hill 
descent and hill launch assist, 
ISOFIX, brake assist, stability 
control, and traction control.

On the safety side of things, the 
new Mazda branded pickup truck 
is given a total of eight airbags. 
That includes dual front airbags, a 
pair of side airbags, two curtain 
airbags for the front and rear, as 
well as a driver’s knee airbag. 

Lastly, there is the farside driver’s 
airbag, which functions to 
prevent the driver from 

  o you want to be  
  the first to drive  
  the latest Mazda  
  BT50 in   
  Zimbabwe?

  Well hurry to King 
Fisher Auto Motors, a subsidiary 
of Tsapo Group. King Fisher Auto 
Motors are an official distributor 
on Mazda brands in Zimbabwe 
housed at 16-20 Samora Machel 
Ave what used to be FCM Motors 
premises.

With a starting price of USD 
51,500 on the Double Cab and 
USD32,800 on the Single Cab, 
they have limited stocks but more 
are on the way. The BT50 comes 
in 3litre and 1.9 litre engines. Both 
are now available. Today, we shall 
focus on the 3litre.

The BT 50 has updated features, 
more power, and better styling. It 
is vastly different from its 
predecessors because it is no 
longer based on the Ford Ranger 
T6.

Instead, it is underpinned by the 
equally third-gen Isuzu D-Max. It 
is also the first time that the 
BT-50 nameplate features 
Mazda’s Kodo design language.
Mazda’s Kodo design is 

highlighted by the now familiar 
wide Mazda grille, a very reflective 
paint job, coupled with a tasteful 
amount of chrome.

Unlike other Mazda models with 
the Kodo design, the BT-50 has 
more in the way of sharp body 
lines. This is especially apparent 
in its muscular-looking hood.

Apart from the revamped look, 
the 2021 Mazda BT-50 new 
exterior equipment as well. The 
most notable is the automatic 
LED headlamps, which are 
standard. The wheels that it rides 
on, has also enlarged 18-inches, 
although a smaller 16-inch set is 
available.

Like the old model, it comes with 
rain-sensing wipers, 
power-adjustable and foldable 
side mirrors. New features 
include: brown leather trim, 
heated seats and auto dimming 
rear view mirror.

From the rear, you see more hints 
of the D-Max on which it is based
1. 2021 MAZDA BT-50: 
INTERIOR REVIEW
Inside, the new BT-50 
accommodates five occupants. 
As for the handsome looks there 
are redesigned air vents, 
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slamming into the front 
passenger in the event of a crash.
4. 2021 MAZDA BT-50: 
ENGINE AND PERFORMANCE
Like the Isuzu it was based on, the 
new BT-50 also gets a 
considerable power bump. The 
new 3.0-liter 4JJ3-TCX inline-four 
turbo diesel engine can make up 
to 139kW of power and 450 Nm of 
torque. The BT-50 will either 
come with a six-speed manual 
transmission or a six-speed 
automatic transmission.

Like most pickup truck models 
available today, 4x2 or 4x4 
variants are also available. Both 
variants can carry over a ton of 
payload capacity and a braked 
towing capacity of up to 3,500 kg.
The 4x4 variant comes with a 
locking differential

The new BT-50 utilizes a rigid rear 
axle with heavy-duty leaf springs 
for its rear suspension and a 
double-wishbone suspension for 
the front. Strangely enough, the 
new BT-50 gets a drum brake for 
its rear end.

Its front brakes are ventilated 
discs though, so that may be 
enough for most drivers. Note 
however that many of its 
competitors are already 
equipped with disc brakes all 
around.

2021 MAZDA BT-50 
MECHANICAL SPECS

ENGINE
3.0 litre in-line 4 cylinder 16 valve 
DOHC intercooled turbo diesel

TRANSMISSION
Six-speed manual or six-speed 
automatic

DRIVETRAIN
4x2 or 4x4

KILOWATT
140

TORQUE
450

FRONT SUSPENSION
Independent double-wishbone 
with coil springs and anti-roll bar

REAR SUSPENSION
Rigid (live) rear axle with leaf 
springs

BRAKE TYPE
Ventilated disc (front) and drum 
brakes (rear)

WHEEL SIZE
17-inch to 18-inch

PAYLOAD
1,055 kg to 1,220 kg

BRAKED TOWING CAPACITY
3,500 kg

UNBRAKED TOWING CAPACITY
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• Leather-wrapped steering wheel     • Leather-wrapped gearshift knob    • Vanity mirror with light: Driver and 

passenger    • Dual-zone climate control air-conditioner    • Rear centre armrest with cupholders   • Lumbar support 

– Manual adjustable (Driver)    • 8-Speaker sound system    • Tailgate handle & door handles: Chrome plating    • 18” 

Alloy wheels    • Max power (kW): 140    • Max torque (Nm): 450    • 9-Inch display screen    • Exterior mirrors: Auto 

fold, chrome and heated    • Side step: Silver    • Front rain-sensing wipers    • Parking sensors: Front and rear    • 

Auto Headlamp Levelling    • Smart Keyless Entry

ADDRESS
Tsapo Commercial

16 Samora Machel Avenue 

Cnr Chinhoyi Street

Harare

PHONE
(0242) 255202

(0242) 255530

+263 771 328 009

MAZDA BT-50 3.0L DYNAMIC
6AT 4X2/4x4

STRONG & SLEEK
THE ALL NEW MAZDA BT-50



DRIVEtorque OCTOBER 2021 | PAGE 17www.drivetorque.com

well, but in this show truck it has been 
softened by the fitment of plush sheepskin 
seat covers and a full width dash mat, which 
also helps cut down on glare.
 There is plenty of hard plastic yet the 
fit and finish of the various panels is good 
and all the controls are close to hand. The 
angled central dash panel helps in this 
regard, and we like how the optional 6.1-inch 
sat-nav touchscreen is close to the driver, 
located to the right of the banks of switches 
that can be repositioned easily enough, 
courtesy of their CAN-bus, 
'plug-and-play'-style installation.
 The steering wheel itself features a 
leather wrap and has integrated controls for 
the electronic cruise control. It is a basic 
cruise set-up – no radar-based adaptive 
cruise here – and that simplicity flows 
through the truck's features list in general.
 Without the AMT there is not a vast 
amount of tech to talk about – which will suit 
many cost-conscious regional operators, 
whose trucks typically take a real beating, 
just fine.
 That extends to the safety tech too, 
however. Beyond the ECE-R29-compliant 
cab, antilock brakes and LED headlights with 
daytime running lights, it is pretty light in 
terms of advanced safety features – for the 
time being, that is.
 However, future models may be able 
to be augmented with safety gear, like 
airbags and the fully integrated Bendix 
Wingman Fusion suite of safety features – 
electronic stability program, collision 
mitigation, adaptive cruise control, lane 
departure warning and the like – to provide 
an option for operators who require and/or 
desire that higher level of safety equipment.

  his sleeper cab is basically a  
  downsized version of the  
  56-inch sleeper available in  
  the USA. Featuring a number  
  of shared components, it is  
  basically the cab that has 
been in use by International in the USA since 
2002.
 There is also a smaller extended cab 
version, which is basically a day cab but with 
somewhere to put your head down if needed. 
A further Roadshow ProStar in this format is 
being readied as we speak, this time 
complete with nostalgic 'S-Line' decals.
Cummins power
 Powered by Cummins' X15 in-line 
six-cylinder turbo-diesel, the ProStar is 
pitched straight at the 34-pallet B-double 
configuration, but it is finding favour in 
single-trailer applications too. Our test driver 
Paul Munandi  says it is a very flexible truck in 
terms of application, and that flexibility is 
further underlined by its Jost air slider 
turntable, which enables the turntable to 
move forwards or back in 50mm increments 
over a range of 350mm.
 The Cummins engine itself also backs 
up that sentiment. Although we sampled the 
truck with the engine in its standard 
550hp/1850lbft (410kW/2508Nm) rating, this 
SCR-equipped unit (with 90lt AdBlue tank) 
can be tuned from 475hp up to 600hp. Our 
test truck is also fitted with an extra fuel tank, 
giving 1030 litres of capacity.
 The Cummins engine also comes 
with a certain high degree for peace of mind.
Like the engine, the list of other major 
components reads like a 'who's who' of 
trusted North American gear. Our test truck 
is fitted with Eaton's 18-speed Roadranger 

manual transmission – buyers also have the 
choice of the same firm's UltraShift Plus 
automated manual, complete with ADEPT 
fuel-saving technologies – while the axles are 
by Meritor and the rear airbag suspension by 
Hendrickson.
 With a wheelbase of 4700mm, this 
6x4 ProStar has a GCM of 90 tons – although 
that figure can be boosted to 110 ton under 
application, for those intent on heavy 
haulage applications involving dollies and 
4x8 low loaders, for example. In any case, the 
standard GCM will cover a double road train, 
and any number of other configurations on 
the way.
 Our schmick Freighter tautliner 
trailer – around 20 years old, believe it or not – 
is loaded with 20 ton of concrete, bringing 
the running weight to about 40 ton. That's 2.5 
ton off the usual loaded single-trailer weight.
 Paul says the ProStar is pitched more 
at regional and intrastate work rather than 
linehaul, which explains the highly functional 
nature of the cab, which dispenses with 
many of the fancy trims and features found in 
many of today's long-distance warriors. You 
will not find any wood-grain trim here or 
quilted leather. Having said that though, the 
cockpit is not completely devoid of niceties, 
either, it is two decent steps up to the cab but 
the footplates are large and grippy and there 
is a full-length rail to the rear of the cab and a 
sturdy, smaller but higher rail to the front. 
Once behind the wheel, finding a comfy 
position is easy, thanks to the GRA-MAG air 
suspension seat with adjustable armrest, also 
mirrored on the passenger side, and the 
adjustable steering column.
 There is a fairly utilitarian fleet-truck 
feel that matches this truck's target market 

��������������
��������������������

T



DRIVEtorque OCTOBER 2021 | PAGE 18www.drivetorque.com

uncomfortable contact with the surrounding 
walls or seats.
Fuel economy? We did not fill up on this run 
and the ProStar does not have a trip 
computer.  International boasts to have 
invested a heap of effort into honing the 
truck's aerodynamics to cut fuel burn 
significantly.  I guess we will have to wait until 
thorough fleet trials deliver some concrete 
data.

SUMMING UP
After spending some time behind the wheel, 
we came away impressed with the 
International ProStar. We feel it is a 
well-rounded package for its intended 
market. There is certain honesty to this 
workhorse. With Cummins support along 
with a proven list of componentry, it has a 
solid basis from which it can tackle our 
current rather unfortunate but 
less-than-ideal Zimbabwe roads and 
conditions.
International is a long way down the road 
from its halcyon days in this country, but as it 
re-enters this ultra-competitive market the 
ProStar appears like a very solid first step; we 
will be watching its progress intently.

CLEAR VISION
 Mind you, one big safety benefit this 
ProStar has over many rivals has nothing to 
do with electronics. It is its excellent vision 
from behind the wheel. As Paul 
demonstrated when we later pulled in for a 
coffee at a truck stop, I could see him from 
behind the wheel at all points as he moved 
around the front perimeter of the prime 
mover. The sharply raked bonnet and curved 
windscreen simply deliver a view very few 
bonneted trucks can match. This is backed 
up by large and virtually blur-free side and 
spot mirrors.
The ProStar has a relatively narrow optimal 
window in which to operate in terms of 
engine revs, stretching from 1000rpm to a 
little north of 1500rpm. It certainly does make 
the most of what it has got. The truck was not 
even fazed when, on several occasions, I ran it 
down to 1000rpm in top gear and then firmly 
planted my right foot – it simply buries its 
head and gets on with it, slowly building 
speed without the need for a down-change.
There is more engine noise than you would 
experience in many a Euro cab-over – no 
surprises there. I did find the noise levels in 
the ProStar's cab to be entirely acceptable. 

ENGINE: Cummins X15 14.9-litre in-line six-cylinder turbo-diesel

POWER: 410kW (550hp)

TORQUE: 2508Nm (1850lbft)

EMISSIONS: Euro 5 (ADR 80/03)

TRANSMISSION: 18-speed Eaton Roadranger RTLOE-209188

CONFIGURATION: 6x4

FRONT SUSPENSION: Three-leaf tapered parabolic leaf springs 
(6500kg)

REAR SUSPENSION: Hendrickson Primaax-EX air tandem (20,900kg)

FRONT AXLE: Meritor MFS 14-143A wide track

REAR AXLES: Meritor RT46-160GP tandem with power divider and 
cross locks

WHEELBASE: 4700mm

GVM: 24,500kg

GCM: 90,000kg

FUEL TANK: Aluminium, 1030lt total

EMISSIONS CONTROL: Selective Catalytic Reduction

ADBLUE: 90lt

BRAKES: Air/drum with ABS

CAB: Sleeper, 2250mm wide with 2170mm x 700mm bunk
BBC: 3585mm

TRAILER: Tri-axle Freighter curtain sider

TYRES: Michelin X Multi Way 3D 295/80R22.5 (steer) / Goodyear G182 
RSD 11R22.5 (drive)

SAFETY: Bendix ABS with Automatic Traction Control, LED headlamps 
and daytime running lights, front underrun protection, ECE-R29 
compliant cab, Hill Start Aid (with Eaton UltraShift Plus)

Certainly, Paul and I never struggled to hold a 
conversation, and while you do get to revel in 
the deep note of that 15-litre six when you are 
on the gas, while cruising along at a steady 
speed it is actually very quiet.
 The steering requires only a relatively 
light touch at the wheel. The brakes, though 
basic air/drums all round, are entirely 
sufficient to pull this thing up promptly when 
required. The ProStar also comes with a basic 
Jake brake that takes a reasonable degree of 
strain off the service brakes.
While this Sleeper cab is not aimed at the 
linehaul sector, it is roomy enough and has 
enough features to make for a decent night's 
sleep when required. You get a full 
innerspring mattress as standard. This lifts up 
to give easy access to the two outboard 
storage hatches, along with a central floor 
compartment that can potentially house a 
large slide-mounted fridge.
The bunk also benefits from two auxiliary 
power sockets, an overhead light, a reading 
light, two speakers and a privacy curtain, 
along with a small hatch at each end for 
ventilation. It is comfy enough, without being 
luxuriant, and at 6ft 2in (188cm) and 105kg I 
could lie on the bunk without any sticky 

2019 INTERNATIONAL PROSTAR SPECIFICATIONS
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  upreme Panel Beaters is Zimbabwe’s number one  
  auto body repairs company. It was formed nearly  
  three decades ago in 1991. The company recently  
  rebranded itself through the adoption of the   
  first-world business model to suit the demands of  
  21st-century customers.
 In line with the new strategic corporate thrust, the company 
has recently acquired cutting-edge first-world repair technology 
complemented by highly skilled technicians and support staff, 
guaranteeing peace of mind in rapid decisive, and quality repairs.
Their philosophy is premised on quality and service. Their entire 
operations revolve around customer and vehicle care.
 GIVING yourself labels is cheap. “The best, the greatest”: 
Nobody can deny you these self-imposed tags if you feel like spoiling 
yourself with some generous veneration.
 Supreme Panel Beaters, however, never had to resort to 
self-glorification.
 With a reputation spanning over three decades in the 
industry, we dare you to approach any client of theirs to find out if 
they don’t think Supreme Panel Beaters is indeed the “supreme” 
company in the motor recovery business.
 “We have been in the game for more than 30 years,” says 
the eloquent Head Sales & Estimation, Millicent Muzvongi.
 “We have lots of history, and our reputation is built on 
sound relationship with our clients. Our equipment is top-notch, 
and we are always trying to improve. We add value to your 
vehicle.”
 Located in Harare’s industrial hub of Msasa, on the busy 
Mutare Road highway, Supreme Panel Beaters is the first choice for 
distressed drivers – be they individuals, small scale business, big 

enterprises, or other.
 “We cutter for insurance companies, industry, government 
and its arms, the President’s department,” said Tadiwa Mugova, 
Supreme Panel Beaters’ youthful Sales Manager. 
 The premises of Supreme Panel Beaters in Msasa is a 
one-stop shop, offering all services any car owner requires to repair 
their vehicle.
 Their services across the different workshops are too many to 
mention, but what we can assure you is that everything is 
computerised to guarantee you the best possible deliverance, for 
your satisfaction.
 Auto electricians, mechanics, panel beaters, upholstery staff – 
amongst others – are some of the motor experts employed by 
Supreme to ensure unparallel vehicle recovery service in Zimbabwe.
 When you love your car, you want to keep it looking its best 
for as long as possible. Nano coating by Supreme Panel Beaters is the 
way to go.
 Every driver wants their vehicle to be in supreme condition all 
the time. But accidents, and mileage, are inevitable. 
 But do not stress. There is one company that is sure to rescue 
you in such circumstances, and it appropriately named – Supreme 
Panel beaters.
 Supreme Panel Beaters has four packages. The cheapest 
starts from US$700 with a two-year warranty, whilst the most 
expensive offer you a life time warranty at a cost of US$2 500.00
 
 You’ll easily locate them on: 
118 Mutare Road in the Amby area of Msasa in Harare.  
Phone: 263(0242)487963, 480068-69, 480895
Email: sales@supreme.co.zw

S

BEFORE AFTER



Address : 118 Mutare Rd . Beverly East . Msasa . Harare
Phone : +263 (0242) 487963, 480068-69, 480895

Supreme Panel Beaters www.supremepanelbeaters.co.zw

We are celebrating 30 Years of Excellence & 
Success In The Panel Beating Industry!
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  prilia is heading down the  
  same path many   
  manufacturers have   
  treaded for some time now.  
  What we mean is that it is  
  offering a more 
approachable machine at a more 
approachable price. It has also built a 
platform where we now have the RS and 
Tuono sharing many of the same 
components including its 659cc Parallel 
Twin engine. We also know that an 
adventure bike is on the way that will also be 
powered by the new Twin, and we will be 
curious to see just how much more is carried 
over. 
 Of course, the highlight of the entire 
660 range is the 659cc parallel-Twin engine. 
Featuring an 81mm bore, 13.5:1 compression 
ratio, DOHC, four valves per cylinder, and the 
distinct 270º firing order, it oozes character 
as it revs mightily to its 100 hp (at the crank) 

peak and 11,500 rpm redline. We are reliably 
informed that you get a whopping 50 lb.-ft 
of torque at 8,500 rpm, with 80% of that 
available as low as 4,000 rpm.
 The sound that emanates from the 
Tuono 660 alone makes it worthy of its 
name. The new Twin engine has a distinct 
sound of its own that is unmistakably Aprilia. 
What made the new motor interesting 
during DRIVEtorque ride to Mutare was the 
ability to use its power in two different ways. 
You can keep the revs low around its torque 
mid-range, or with its 11,500 rpm redline, you 
can actually keep the motor singing in 
soprano. Unlike many other middleweight 
Twins, you have a little more room 
throughout the rev-range to utilize. 
 The Tuono’s motor does not have 
quite the same low-end torque that some of 
the other middleweight twins have. 
However, that is more of an observation than 
a complaint. A grievance that I do feel is 

warranted though, is a flat spot between 
5000 and 6000 rpm. This was noticeable 
especially when riding through tighter  
roads in second gear. Rolling on the gas as 
you exit a corner, if you do not keep the rpm 
above 6k, you are left waiting for the motor 
to rev back up past that mark before getting 
back into its otherwise normal healthy 
power output. This could perhaps be due to 
emissions requirements?  
 The Tuono’s seat cushion is one of 
the most comfortable we have tested in 
recent years, though every inch of its 
32.3-inch seat height is noticed.
 As with the RS, the swingarm is 
bolted through the engine, and attached to 
it is a rebound- and spring 
preload-adjustable shock (no compression 
adjustment). Up front you have a Kayaba 
41mm inverted fork, also adjustable for 
spring preload and rebound damping, but 
only in one leg of the fork. Braking 
components are the same between RS and 
Tuono, which means two 320mm discs and 
radial calipers and master cylinder from 
Brembo that do a solid job of getting the 
machine slowed down. On the tire front, 
Pirelli outfits the bike with its Diablo Rosso 
Corsa II rubber.
 There are some slight changes to the 
chassis from the RS model which 
complement the Tuono’s street-first duties. 
The most obvious, is the addition of a 
handlebar which brings the riders hands 
further up and back. The footpegs have 
been moved slightly lower and more 
forward and use a rubber insert to quell 
vibration. The Tuono 660 also has more 
room between steering locks, making it 
easier to maneuver. The engine is used as a 
stressed member in the frame and 
incorporates one less mount than the RS, 
resulting in a less rigid chassis for a more 
comfortable ride.

A
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 The Tuono 660 has a reduced triple 
clamp offset, slightly steeper rake, and 
shorter wheelbase compared to the RS 
which adds to its agility.
 On its side, the Tuono 660 feels quite 
stable, though I would have liked to make 
some adjustments to the shock on our ride 
but didn’t have the opportunity. It felt like 
perhaps a bit more preload and additional 
rebound damping could have helped 
smooth out the ride a bit. Hopefully, we will 
have one in our clutches soon to test further.
 The full color TFT display is 
controlled mostly with the left switchgear 
and be connected to the rider’s phone via 
Bluetooth.
 Probably the biggest differentiating 
factor the new Tuono brings to class, 
though, is the full Aprilia Performance Ride 
Control (APRC) suite. This is not a dumbed 
down version of what the flagship models 
use either, it is the real deal. For 2021 the 
APRC package includes three ride modes for 
the street and two for the track. There is a 
separate dash layout for street and track 
modes and only the ride modes associated 
with each layout are available in that layout.  
 In each, Aprilia offers a fully 
customizable ride mode where throttle 
response, engine braking, traction control, 
wheelie control, and ABS can all be adjusted. 
When equipped with the optional IMU, TC 
and wheelie control can be adjusted 
independently. Without it they are tied 
together. 
 In the street setting two modes with 
dedicated parameters are available as well 
as a third user configurable option.
 The two dedicated modes in the 
street layout are Commute and Dynamic, 
with the third customizable labeled 
Individual. Being able to adjust throttle 
response, TC, wheelie control, and ABS is not 
exactly new to the category, although it is 
only seen on the higher performing, more 

expensive machines. However, adding 
adjustable engine braking really lets the 
rider dial in the way they prefer to roll and 
ride. I spent a fair bit of time testing different 
settings during our ride and can report that 
each adjustment made results in an obvious 
change to the character of the motor. Like 
the praise I have lauded over the KTM 
Adventure’s electronics and their actual 
usefulness, the Aprilia Tuono 660’s 
adjustability feels well-thought out and 
purposeful. 
 The quickshifter works quite well, 
though if you are not careful with your toe, 
you can accidentally cause the ignition to be 
cut if you even press the lever ever so 
slightly.
 One of the many options available 
on the Tuono 660 is the six-axis inertial 
measurement unit (IMU). This enables 
cornering-ABS (with different levels of 
intervention), as well as “bending” 
headlights that illuminate corners based on 
lean angle. Another option that you will 
probably want to pop for is the quickshifter. 
Both the quickshifter and IMU are $200 
options. 

 At last count, there are something 
like 15 motorcycles making up this category. 
Displacements range from 645cc to 948cc 
with MSRPs starting at $7500 carrying on to 
nearly double that. Some steadfast models 
have been around for decades garnering a 
cult following along the way, while others 
have stepped into the ring more recently 
and asserted dominance. So, where does the 
Tuono 660 slot into in this sporty slew of 
naked bikes? There are two ways of looking 
at it. Its price tag starts at $10,499 which slots 
the 660 into the top third place according to 
price, but its 659cc Parallel Twin lands it with 
the third smallest engine of the bunch. 

 It then, of course, comes down to 
what you, the buyer, finds most important to 
you. The heart of the matter, is a matter of 
the heart. After our brief introduction, we 
think the Aprilia Tuono 660 will be punching 
above its displacement at the larger, more 
expensive end of the mid-sized naked 
spectrum. Will its technology, performance, 
fit and finish be enough to hold its own 
against the stalwarts of the category? Only 
time shall tell.
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 The T3 logistics is imported into BYD 
Zimbabwe a subsidiary of Tsapo Group. 
 The BYD T3 claimed The New 
European Driving Cycle (NEDC) driving range 
of 300km between charges.
 It uses a 50.3kWh Lithium –ion ‘Blade’ 
battery pack to drive a 70kW and 180Nm 
electric motor. Charging is done through a 
6.6kW onboard AC charger with a claimed 
recharge time of 8 hours, or via a 
40kW-capable DC charger with a CCS 
connector that will charge the van in 2 hours. 
 The roughly Volkswagen Caddy-sized 
BYD T3 measures 4460mm long, 1720mm 
wide and 1875mm tall. It sits on a 2725mm 
wheelbase. It weighs 1610kg in two-seater 
guise and based on its claimed GVM, it 
should offer around 700kg of payload 
including occupants, and stow up to 3.8 
cubic-metres of stuff. That is good innings.
 Top speed is a claimed 100km/h, 
grade-ability is 20 per cent. Its turning circle 
is 11.5 metres. It uses MacPherson strut front 
suspension and rear leaf springs, and disc 
brakes at each end augmented by 
regenerative braking.
 Mr. Mufaro Magumbate of BYD 
Zimbabwe said that he was quite 
comfortable with the T3’s safety credentials. 
He was citing the Blade battery that is 
specifically designed to head-off thermal 
runaway and, by extension, battery fires too. 

For more information on the BYD electric 
vehicles please contact BYD Zimbabwe on 
31 Airport Road Phone (024) 2572887

  elivery vans are absolutely  
  crucial to industry and   
  commerce.
  Sure, we need cargo planes,  
  ships, trailers and lorries and  
  such like. Hang on minute! If 
you really think about it, commercial vans 
bring goods to shops, and increasingly, our 
homes these days.
 For all the huge amount of cargo that 
they can haul, trailers and lorries are limited 
by their size. Not every building or station has 
a wide loading/unloading bay to 
accommodate them.
 So, it is the commercial van that does 
much of the last lap of the relay to the “final 
destination” in transport duties. The van is 
utilized by many SMEs.  Of concern though, is 
that many of the commercial vans available 
today are no longer ideal for companies who 
wish to practice sustainability.
 A China-made electric delivery van 
with 300km of range may be seen in 
Zimbabwe shortly. It is priced  from US$ 
41,114.65  (Excl Duty & VAT. It is one such 
vehicle that you must consider for your 
effective durable delivery fleet.
 Electric vehicles (EVs) have been 
touted as the future of land transport. They 
are silent, emissions-free and offer 
instantaneous performance. What a 
pleasure!
 These powerful traits are found in a 
commercial van like the BYD T3.
Commercial vans spend more time on the 
road than private cars, therefore, their 
emissions-free nature is even more 
imperative.
 Generic conventional vans, with their 
turbo-diesel engines are known to emit 
harmful particles – particularly when they 
have not been properly maintained.
 In addition, diesel-powered vans 
create noise pollution. In residential areas, 
the rattling and roaring (not to mention the 
harmful emissions) lower the quality of life for 
residents, and they do not pay rates for such 
nuisances.
 However, with a van like the BYD T3, 
you do not have to worry about all these.
 An electric van like the BYD T3’s user 
friendly solution, will most certainly create a 
huge demand for its services and become a 
booming business in no time.
 Firstly, maintenance costs shall be 

greatly reduced. An electric motor does not 
require any fluids. It has  no need for oil 
change. That means it does not need 
components, such as oil filters, belt, chains & 
plugs and all that fuss.
 Secondly Electric motors are durable. 
In fact, an electric motor is likely to last way 
longer than the vehicle’s service life. It will 
probably never need to be replaced.
 Thirdly, servicing an electric van is a 
lot simpler than servicing a diesel one. This 
means that the costs and downtime are 
reduced. On average, an electric vehicle’s 
maintenance costs are only a third of a 
vehicle with an internal combustion motor.
 Now multiply this by the number of 
vans in a fleet. Over time, the cost savings are 
substantial.
 The ease of maintenance results in 
less downtime. The more time spent on the 
road, means more business and greater 
revenues.
 If a company’s fleet consists entirely 
of electric vans, they contribute to cleaner air 
and quieter neighborhoods. They help create 
a better environment.
 In Europe they have reduced fuel 
running costs by close to 70%. In Zimbabwe 
DRIVEtorque estimates they could reduce 
your fuel bill by more than 50%.
 The vehicle is made by the Warren 
Buffet-backed giant BYD, and called the T3.
 The T3 was actually launched in its 
home market at the 2015 Shanghai Auto 
Show. It has been updated with BYD’s new 
‘Blade’ battery that uses no heavy metals and 
a non-toxic electrolyte, as detailed here.

BYD T3 electric van 
for all your delivery 

needs

D
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  ongratulations!   
  Makorokoto! Amhlope !  
  Felicitations! 
  The unassailable Mercedes  
  Benz 450 GLE has won the  
  2021 Zimbabwean car of 
the year! The online vote category. 
 The multi award-winning Mercedes 
Benz 450 GLE won the greatest votes by far 
1410 to beat the Isuzu D-Max by 398 votes. 
The legendary Hilux garnered 628 votes
 It has been lapping up awards in 
other countries. In North America it won the 
Umlaut award, This is a global company that 
looks at features available in leading brands, 
naming the Mercedes GLE 450 the 
“Best-in-Test” of the Umlaut’s Connected 
Vehicles Benchmark North America.   
 The Mercedes GLE 450 scored first 
with a score of 846 / 1000 points at the heels 
was the 2020 BMW X5 with 830 points 
ranking second. The Lincoln Navigator was 
placed third with 818 points. The Cadillac 
XT6 came in fourth with 795 points, and the 
Lexus RX450h settled on fifth with 772 
points. The Feature Availability test 
consisted of three categories: Infotainment, 
Navigation and Connectivity.
 Mercedes-Benz 450 GLE has won 
the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 
Award!
 It has clinched many awards 
worldwide, so winning online votes in 
Zimbabwe is standard, within its stride.
 Mercedes-Benz was one of the first 

automakers to offer a luxury SUV with the 
M-Class in the 1998 model year—the 
GLE-Class is that car's modern equivalent. 
Midway through the previous generation, a 
sloping-roof SUV coupe body style joined 
the lineup.
 The GLE-Class got a full redesign for 
2020. This is supplemented by 
high-performance AMG variants for 2021. 
The Mercedes competes in the luxury 
midsize SUV segment it helped popularize 
over two decades ago, alongside the BMW 
X5 and Porsche Cayenne. 
 However, locally, for the 
Zimbabwean Car Of the Year it competed 
against 17 other cars. In its category it beat 
the Landrover HSE 3 litre, Toyota Prado VX-L 
and the Mitsubishi Pajero Sport.

Discover Award-Winning 2020 
Mercedes-Benz GLE 450

STARTING OFF STRONG
 The new Mercedes-Benz GLE 450 
wasted little time garnering a lot of 
attention. The totally new luxury SUV offers 
unrivaled extravagance, state-of-the-art 
tech and an all-around complete driving 
experience which the competition just 
cannot match as yet. Renowned awards, 
include one of its most impressive honors, 
Autotrader’s Best New Car award.
 Learn more on just why did the 2020 
Mercedes-Benz GLE 450 wowed the experts 
at Autotrader, throughout the automotive 

industry, including online voters in 
Zimbabwe.

Impressive Across The Line
 Autotrader developed a wide range 
of criteria to help determine the winners of 
this prestigious award. These standards 
include interior comfort and materials, build 
quality, available features, ride quality and 
much more.
 Backed by elite automotive 
tradition, the new Mercedes-Benz GLE 450 
matches all these requirements and then 
some. Features ranging from heated and 
ventilated front and rear seats to brilliant 
64-color LED ambient lighting combing for 
a truly-one-of-a-kind experience. And, that is 
only the beginning…

Tech Concepts Worth Exploring
Another aspect of the 2020 Mercedes-Benz 
GLE 450, which caught the eyes of the 
experts, was its impressive collection of 
cabin technology.
 Drivers have access to a collection of 
cutting-edge features via the 
Mercedes-Benz User Experience. This suite 
of essential cabin technology includes a 
vivid new touchscreen, Bluetooth® 
hands-free and audio streaming, voice 
control technology and so much more. 
Drivers can also enjoy standard Apple 
CarPlay™, Android Auto®, HD Radio, 
integrated navigation and oh so much more!
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To upgrade their driving experience even 
further, car buyers can opt for a range of 
features such as a Wi-Fi hotspot, SiriusXM® 
Radio, and Burmester High-End 3D 
surround sound audio system and oh many 
extras.

A High Tech Over Safety
 To ensure the highest level of 
occupant security, the new 2020 
Mercedes-Benz GLE 450 enhances driver 
awareness with the most intuitive advanced 
safety technology on the market.
 The midsize luxury SUV earned 
accolades for peace and safety by providing 
state-of-the-art advanced sure safe features 
and driver assist technology in every model. 
These standard safety systems include:
Crosswind Assist
Blind Spot Assist
Active Parking Assist
Trailer Stability Assist and more
 Drivers can also rely on ATTENTION 
ASSIST® — an innovative advanced safety 
feature that helps detect signs of fatigue in 
drivers. With technology like this, it is no 
wonder Autotrader named the 2020 GLE 
450 a Best New Car award winner. 
 Last but not least, the new 2020 
Mercedes-Benz GLE 450 offers exhilarating 
performance unrivaled by the competition 
— one more reason Autotrader praised the 
modern midsize SUV.
 Under the hood, the 2020 GLE 450 
houses a 362-horsepower 3.0L inline-6 turbo 

with EQ Boost technology. Paired with a 
9G-TRONIC® 9-speed automatic 
transmission, it offers a balanced blend of 
power and fuel economy — an ideal ride for 
any motorist.
 For exceptional control in any 
condition, the new Mercedes-Benz SUV also 
offers a standard 4MATIC® fully variable 
all-wheel drive system. Adding to its vast 
collection of versatile performance 
technology is a standard selective damping 
suspension and a sport exhaust system. You 
will not find this kind of experience in the 
new BMW X5 or Audi Q7. 
Some of its features include:
Anti-lock brakes
 ABS brakes automatically sense 
when a tire has stopped rotating under 
extreme braking, and will modulate the 
brake pressure to allow the tire to rotate. 
This increases the vehicles ability to turn 
even though it is braking.

Stability control
 Stability control automatically 
senses when the vehicles handling limits 
have been exceeded and reduces engine 
power and/or applies select brakes to help 
prevent the driver from losing control of the 
vehicle.

Front-impact airbags
 Front-impact airbags for the driver 
and passenger have been designed to 
protect the head during a frontal crash.

Side impact airbags
 Side impact airbags for the front 
seats have been designed to protect the 
torso during a side impact collision.

Overhead airbags
 Overhead airbags are used to 
protect the occupant's heads in the event of 
a side collision or rollover.

Knee airbags
 Knee airbags help to protect the 
occupants lower extremities from serious 
injury in the event of an accident.

Pretensioners
 Seatbelt pretensioners 
automatically tighten seatbelts to place the 
occupant in the optimal seating position 
during a collision.

Anti-whiplash
 Anti-whiplash head restraints 
actively react to rear collision forces and 
cradle the occupants head in an effort to 
reduce the likelihood of a whiplash injury.

Security system
 The vehicle is equipped with a 
means of anticipating and/or detecting 
unwanted vehicle intrusion. The vehicle is 
equipped with an ignition disable device 
that will prevent the engine from starting if 
the correct original manufacturer key is not 
used.
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• New Ranger Raptor Special Edition version of Ford’s 
highest-performing, toughest bakkie features attention-grabbing 
feature highlights and  sportier interior trim
• Fitment of integrated sports hoop adds dynamic flair to the 
muscular styling, lockable Mountain Top black roller shutter enhances 
practicality and security
• Ranger Raptor Special Edition adds further exclusivity to Ford’s 
unique high-performance off-road bakkie, with true Ford Performance 
DNA
  he new Ranger Raptor Special Edition enhances   
  Ford’s thoroughbred bakkie’s commanding exterior   
  and premium interior with the addition of several   
  functional and styling enhancements – from    
  eye-catching decals and red accents to the fitment of  
  the integrated sports hoop and practical Mountain Top 
lockable black roller shutter.
 Developed by Ford Performance as the ultimate Ranger 
model, the Ranger Raptor created an entirely new segment in the light 
commercial vehicle market when it was launched in 2019, featuring an 
ultra-strong chassis, bespoke suspension and tyres, and a Terrain 
Management System to support the thrill-seeking outdoor lifestyles of 
true off-road enthusiasts.
 “The new Ranger Raptor Special Edition adds even more 
dramatic style to this trend-setting model which remains 
unequalled in the popular bakkie segment two and a half years 
after it was launched in South Africa,” says Doreen Mashinini, 
General Manager for Marketing at Ford South Africa. “The unique 
exterior enhancements and cabin updates make our off-road 
performance bakkie even more distinctive and desirable, while the 
fitment of the roller shutter as standard significantly enhances 
practicality and security for our customers.”

HEAD-TURNING ROAD PRESENCE
 Featuring a choice of bold Conquer Grey, Frozen White, 
Performance Blue and Agate Black paint finish, the new Ranger 
Raptor Special Edition adds twin matte black racing stripes – edged 
with red contrast lines – to the bonnet, roof, lower body sides, rear 
wings and tailgate to further emphasize the vehicle’s 
high-performance character.
 Complementing the distinctive racing stripes, the front tow 
hooks are finished in red, while the flared wheel arches, front and rear 
bumpers, door handles and signature Ford-embossed grille feature a 
matte black finish to create an even more imposing appearance than 
the standard Ranger Raptor’s grey exterior details. Also new to this 

exclusive model is the integrated black sports hoop derived from the 
Ranger Wildtrak, which adds further sporting flair to the Ranger 
Raptor’s muscular appearance.
 The standard fitment of the lockable Mountain Top black 
roller shutter, previously seen on the limited-edition Ranger Thunder, 
is a great addition that allows owners to safely secure goods in the 
load compartment, away from prying eyes and protected from the 
elements.
 Inside the Ranger Raptor Special Edition’s double cab interior, 
an even sportier, bespoke feel is delivered with red stitching for the 
steering wheel, seats and door cards which replaces the blue stitching 
used on the normal Ranger Raptor. A Special Edition-only Raceway 
Grey instrument panel adds further exclusivity, also finished off with 
stunning red stitching.

 The sports seats are uniquely designed and trimmed in 
Technical Suede for maximum grip, providing optimum support 
during high-performance off-road driving, while also providing 
exceptional comfort when cruising in town. Emphasizing its sporty 
demeanour, the instrument cluster incorporates distinctive red 
needles for the dials.
 The steering wheel incorporates perforated leather hand grip 
sections, paired with Raptor DNA lightweight magnesium paddle 
shifters for crisp gear changes. The Raptor logo is featured in the bezel 
of the steering wheel and a motorsport-inspired “on-centre” marker – 
a red stripe at the top-middle of the steering wheel – gives you 
confidence to know where the wheels are pointing.
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MUSCULAR DESIGN
 The Ranger Raptor’s powerful stance is unashamedly evident 
with its 51mm taller ride height compared to the standard Ranger, 
along with 283mm ground clearance, 150mm wider front and rear 
track and 850mm wading depth. Its off-road credentials are further 
emphasized by the 32.5-degree approach angle, and ramp-over and 
departure angles of 24 degrees.
 The front fenders are made from durable composite materials, 
while the bumper includes LED fog lamps with air-curtain ducts for 
improved airflow. The flared fenders are designed to accommodate the 
long-travel suspension and beefy LT 285/70 R17 General Grabber AT3 
tyres mounted on 17-inch alloy rims.
 Under the skin, the Ranger Raptor’s muscular theme 
continues with a reinforced chassis frame that consists of various 
grades of high-strength low-alloy (HSLA) steel, and has been specially 
designed to support the Ranger Raptor’s increased track and wheel 
travel.
 In keeping with its outstanding off-road capabilities, the 
Ranger Raptor is equipped with an integrated heavy-duty tow bar that 
improves the vehicle’s departure angle, and includes two heavy-duty 
recovery hooks. An integrated, detachable towbar is fitted, with the 
Ranger Raptor rated for a 2 500kg towing capacity. A pair of sturdy 
recovery hooks are provided at the front of the vehicle too, surrounded 
by a strong 2.3mm thick bash plate made of high-strength steel for 
enhanced underbody protection. 

UNRIVALLED OFF-ROAD PERFORMANCE
 One of the Ranger Raptor’s most important performance 
enhancements is the FOX Position Sensitive Damping (PSD) shock 
absorbers, which were exclusively developed for this model. They 
provide higher damping forces at extremes for unparalleled off-road 
capability, and lower damping forces in more moderate conditions for 
a smoother ride on-road. Front wheel travel is increased by 32 percent, 
and rear travel by 22 percent compared to the standard Ranger.
 The high-performance 2.5-inch (63.5 mm) diameter dampers 
are supported by aluminium control arms, with protruding shock 
absorber towers at the front. A bespoke coil-over rear suspension 
arrangement features an integrated Watt’s linkage that allows the axle 
to move up and down with very little lateral movement. This enables it 
to tackle tough terrain at high speed while providing exceptional levels 
of control and comfort – thus delivering the best of both worlds.

 Also contributing to the Ranger Raptor’s exceptional 
performance on any road surface, the specially developed Terrain 
Management System (TMS) includes an exciting Baja mode, inspired 
by Mexico’s famous Baja Desert Rally, which enables ultra-responsive, 
high-speed off-road performance. In this mode, vehicle systems like 
Traction Control are pared back to allow spirited off-road driving 
without intervention from the vehicle’s on-board systems. Gear 
selection is optimised for maximum performance, and the mapping 
will hold gears longer and downshift more aggressively.
 The Electronic Power Assist Steering (EPAS) is also linked to 
the TMS, providing varying levels of assistance and responsiveness 
according to the specific drive mode selected. The TMS is derived 
from the system used in the Ford Everest 4x4, and features a full 
range of other drive modes including Normal, Sport, 
Grass/Gravel/Snow, Mud/Sand and Rock.

 To ensure that this vehicle has the stopping power to match 
its performance, front braking is handled by twin-piston front 
callipers, increased in piston diameter by more than 20 percent 
compared with the standard Ranger to 51 mm, along with 332x32mm 
ventilated discs. Rear braking performance is also enhanced with 54 
mm diameter rear callipers and 332x24mm ventilated discs in place of 
the dram brakes used on the standard Ranger. Additionally, the rear 
brakes include a separate brake actuation master cylinder and 
booster to increase braking performance.

2.0 BI-TURBO WITH 10-SPEED AUTOMATIC GEARBOX
 As with the standard Ranger Raptor, the Special Edition is 
powered by Ford’s 2.0-litre Bi-Turbo diesel engine that delivers a 
maximum of 157kW of power and 500Nm of torque. This innovative 
powerplant offers high performance and efficiency, thanks to its 
combination of a small high-pressure turbo and a large low-pressure 
turbo that work to provide optimal performance throughout the 
engine speed range.
 Paired with Ford’s impressive 10-speed automatic 
transmission, the package delivers outstanding responsiveness, 
refinement and fuel efficiency. Unique to the Ranger Raptor are 
steering wheel-mounted magnesium paddle shifters that give the 
driver ultimate control over the gear change points and driving 
dynamics.



DRIVEtorque OCTOBER 2021 | PAGE 29www.drivetorque.com

There’s an easier way to

buy and sell
your cars online...FOR FREE!

▶ Lower cost for you

▶ Bigger audience for your ads

▶ Convenient and hassle-free

▶ Reduces overhead

▶ Greater Selection

▶ Better Prices

▶ Streamlined Buying Process

▶ Less Salesman Pressure 

www.ncarndla.com

WHY SELL ON NCARNDLA WHY BUY ON NCARNDLA

C
O

N
C

E
P

T 
A

N
D

 D
E

SI
G

N
 B

Y 
P

IS
TI

S 
B

R
A

N
D

 S
TR

A
TE

G
IS

TS
 A

N
D

 S
Q

U
IR

R
E

L 
C

R
E

A
TI

V
E

 A
G

E
N

C
Y.



DRIVEtorque OCTOBER 2021 | PAGE 30www.drivetorque.com

  he Abarth 595   
  range is refreshed  
  for 2021 model   
  year with updated  
  595 Turismo and  
  Competizione  
models
 •New interiors, new 
colours, and new details for the 
range embody the two souls of 
the Scorpion brand: performance 
and style
 This is one brand we 
hardly know in Zimbabwe but is 
doing well in other countries.
 One of the hottest 
hatches on the market has been 
refreshed, updated, and is more 
exciting than ever with the 

addition of a special edition 
model. The Abarth 595 range 
features new interiors, new 
colours, and new details for the 
Abarth 595 Turismo and 
Competizione hatch and 
cabriolet models with an exciting 
new Abarth Yamaha Monster 
special edition.
 The Abarth 595 Turismo 
and Competizione underline the 
characteristics of the Abarth 
brand with new technology, really 
underlining the Scorpion brand’s 
dual souls of style and 
performance.
 Distinctive but accessible, 
the Abarth 595 offers as standard 
all the equipment needed to 

guarantee the fun and driving 
enjoyment associated with 
Abarth, including a flat-bottomed 
steering wheel, updated 
instrument panel and the 
pressure gauge now lit in white to 
ensure better legibility, while 
polyelliptical headlights and LED 
daytime running lights are fitted 
as standard on the Competizione.
‘Sport’ mode has been renamed 
‘Scorpion’ mode throughout the 
new range aligning it with the 
Abarth logo and in recognition of 
the brand’s founder, Carlo Abarth.  
 Pressing the button on 
the dashboard alters peak torque 
delivery, power steering 
calibration and engine response 
to the accelerator pedal, making 
them sharper and increasing 
driver engagement. The 595 is 
also therefore equipped with a 
high-performance braking 
system specific to Abarth, 
providing maximum safety 
courtesy of the 284mm front 
ventilating discs and the 240mm 
rear discs.
 The Abarth 595 Turismo 
features refreshed interiors, 
including exclusive 
diamond-embossed leather seats 
available in a number of colour 
options, including the new 
heritage brown.
 As part of the upgrade a 
new colour has been added to the 
exterior Competizione palette, 
rally blue. This is a matt colour 
inspired by the Fiat 131 Abarth 
Rally of the 1970s. New 17-inch 
alloy wheels are a nod to those of 
the 1990s Lancia Delta Rally 
Integrale, while a body colour kit 
is specific to the Competizione in 
combination with the new rally 
blue or scorpione black exterior 
paint.

 Inside, in addition to the 
‘Scorpion’ mode selector with its 
new design, a new dashboard 
covered in Alcantara can be 
found, alongside new leather 
seats and gear lever in carbon 
fibre.

ENGINES, TRANSMISSION, 
MECHANICS
 The new Abarth 595 
range is equipped with the 1.4 
T-jet engine, available in two 
output levels. The 595 Turismo 
features 121kW, while the 595 
Competizione enjoys a power rise 
to 132kW, providing the highest 
performance output in the 
Abarth range.

 All variants of the 1.4 T-jet 
engine are paired with a 
five-speed manual transmission 
and both the Turismo and 
Competizione can be fitted on 
request with an Abarth robotized 
sequential transmission with shift 
paddles.
 In addition, all 
powertrains comply with the 
Euro 6B Final regulations.

INFOTAINMENT
 The new 595 range is 
equipped as standard with the 
Uconnect™ system with 7-inch 
high-definition touchscreen 
radio and Apple CarPlay and 
Android Auto™* compatibility.
 Abarth 595 Monster 
Energy Yamaha
 The new Abarth 595 
Monster Energy Yamaha special 
series is designed especially for 
young customers and motorsport 
fans, with a thrilling while 
exclusive product, as well as the 
ultra-high performance of any 
Abarth.
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 Produced in a limited 
edition of 2,000 units worldwide, 
the new special series celebrates 
the partnership between the two 
brands, which has now lasted 
since 2015. A bond based on 
shared values: performance, 
racing, technology and fun.
 Aesthetically inspired by 
the livery of the 2020 Monster 
Energy Yamaha MotoGP’s 
YZR-M1, the exterior of the new 
special series features a dual 
colour blue and black livery 
bearing the “Monster Energy 
Yamaha MotoGP” logo on its 
lower side, just above the “595” 
logo. The special series is finished 
off with the Monster “claw” on the 
bonnet, a sign of the new 
collaboration between the 
Scorpion and the renowned 
energy drink, an “energy boost” 
for the image of the new special 
series. The dark colours are 
contrasted with the “tar cold 
gray” finishes, as seen in the door 
handles and the front and rear 
DAM.
 On the inside, the model 
features the special new Abarth 
sports seats with blue finishes 
and the “Monster Energy Yamaha 
MotoGP” logo on the head 
restraints. The blue lining stands 
out from the black dashboard. 
Thus, mirroring the dual colour 
livery, while the numbered plate 
is placed on the central tunnel.
 The Abarth 595 Monster 
Energy Yamaha is equipped with 
a 1.4 T-jet engine with Euro6B 
homologation, with manual 
transmission, but it can be fitted 
with an Abarth robotized 
sequential transmission with shift 

paddles on demand – delivering 
160 HP (117 kW).
 As standard, it includes a 
racecar inspired flat-bottom 
steering wheel and centering 
stripe on the top part of the 
steering wheel rim, particularly 
useful for sports car driving. The 
“Sport” button controls the 
maximum torque delivery, power 
steering system calibration and 
throttle response, last but not 
least followed by the rumble of 
the Record Monza exhaust with 
active valve. The braking system – 
designed especially for Abarth – 
provides maximum safety when 
decelerating via the 284mm front 
and 240mm rear ventilated discs. 
Also, standard is the Koni rear 
suspension, with Frequency 
Selective Damping (FSD) 
technology to increase road 
holding, handling and stability, 
making it a unique driving 
experience.
 The 7" HD Uconnect™, 
complete with Apple CarPlay and 
Google Android Auto™*, which is 
the best smartphone-mirroring 
solutions for Apple iOS and 
Android, is also included on the 
Abarth 595 Monster Energy 
Yamaha as standard. This 
one-of-a-kind platform comes 
with the Abarth Telemetry 
system built-in, allowing drivers 
to measure their performance. 
Last but not least, this special 
series includes a dedicated splash 
screen, displaying the Monster 
Energy Yamaha MotoGP logo on 
the screen at start-up.
ABARTH’S YEAR OF SUCCESS
 It was a 2020 full of 
satisfaction for the Abarth brand, 

which has recorded major 
sporting triumphs in rallies and 
on the track, as well as 
commercial successes with its 
latest special series.
 Abarth celebrated victory 
for the third year running in the 
FIA R-GT Cup with the Abarth 124 
rally – basically the Gran Turismo 
world championships, driven by 
Italy’s Andrea Mabellini. The 
Italian driver also won the 2020 
Abarth Rally Cup. After winning 
three championships running, 
the 124 remains the car to beat in 
the R-GT class, with over 100 
victories.
 Racing has always been 
the best and the toughest testing 
ground to put engines and 
technology solutions through 
their paces under extreme 
conditions, to increase 
performance and reliability both 
in races and in models in mass 
production, the latter courtesy of 
technology transfer. This is at the 
heart of the Abarth performance 
brand and ultimate experience.
 Despite the complex 
period, Abarth also stood out 

commercially. The launch of the 
two-special series, limited to 2000 
units each, the 595 Scorpioneoro 
and the 595 Monster Energy 
Yamaha helped to boost market 
share around 50% compared to 
2019, as well as over 80% of sales 
being outside Italy. South Africa 
will receive the 595 Monster 
Energy Yamaha in limited 
numbers this year.

THE STING IN THE TALE
 The story behind Abarth 
starts on 31 March 1949 when 
Italian-Austrian engineer Carlo 
Abarth founded Abarth & Co. 
creating the brand that would 
become an authentic legend of 
style and performance with 
record-breaking cars, 
revolutionary tuning kits, and 
memorable races. The famous 
scorpion logo, recognized by 
motoring enthusiasts worldwide, 
was inspired by the founder’s 
zodiac sign. The scorpion 
perfectly embodied the 
philosophy of the newborn racing 
team specialised in "small but 
deadly" cars.
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  he Jeep Renegade is a compact crossover SUV with  
  the chunky details and a boxy shape to drive home  
  the brand’s woodsy heritage. With the Renegade,  
  Jeep persona goes deeper than the surface on  
  rugged Trailhawk trims. It's a capable performer  
  off-road.
STYLING
It’s a good thing that the stylists didn’t tamper too much with the 
Renegade’s styling, though: its blocky shape is still as cute as can be, 
carries proper Jeep styling cues, and certainly stands out in a crowd 
of increasingly blobby crossovers. In short, all the identifiers which 
have distinguished the Renegade through the years are still present.
 The changes applied during the mid-life facelift are modest 
indeed, and comprise the usual bumper restyling and radiator grille 
revisions. It’s still an appealing-looking thing, though, with plenty of 
Wrangler overtones in its styling themes. Particularly endearing are 
the tail lights, which are designed to resemble a jerry-can. This idea 
carries over from the pre-facelift Renegade, but seems more 
accentuated in its latest iteration.

PERFORMANCE
 Apart from the off-road-biased Trailhawk, which uses a larger, 
2.4-litre corporate mill for propulsion, all Renegades use the same 
1.4-litre turbopetrol 4-cylinder with which it was launched.
 Outputs are still class-competitive for its displacement, 
however: 103 kW and 230 Nm is pretty much on par for this engine 
size, and matches the power on offer from the Renegade’s 
competitors. All Renegades from Longitude trim level upwards use 
automatic gearboxes, with the 1.4T engines mated to a 6-speed 
dual-clutch automatic. 
 Performance is, as suggested by the engine’s output figures, 
adequate but not particularly lively. The 0 – 100 km/h dash is 
dispatched in a claimed 11.0 seconds, with a top speed of 181 km/h. 
Space and Comfort
 One upside of the Renegade’s tall and boxy build is cabin 
space, where it’s packaged well enough to comfortably carry four 
average-sized humans. Headroom is especially generous, although 
the cabin feels narrower than it actually is, due to those chunky roof 
pillars. Boot space is also segment-competitive at 351 litres, eclipsing 
(for instance) the Mazda CX-3 but lagging slightly behind the 
Volkswagen T-Cross.
 The driving position is also a bit strange, although not 
uncomfortable: it feels like the pedals are placed further back than 
you’d expect, resulting in the long arm/short leg seating position 
endemic to many Italian cars. Decent steering wheel reach- and rake 
adjustment mitigate this issue to a large degree, but leaves very little 
legroom behind a tall driver if everything is set to compensate for the 
odd pedal placement. 

 Seat comfort is good, though, with no complaints from the 
front seats even after spending a few non-stop hours on the road. 
And, in spite of that upright windscreen, wind noise (and cabin noise 
in general) aren’t intrusive at legal speeds.

 The cabin’s design is pretty nice, with logical control layouts 
and a generally sturdy build. “Easter Eggs” abound, with Jeep logos 
and outlines in evidence everywhere, from the windscreen to the 
door speaker covers. This livens up the ambience somewhat, and 
helps the occupants to forget that the door panels are finished in 
hard and scratchy plastic. 
 Standard equipment is fair for this price point, with a colour 
touchscreen infotainment system with seamless smartphone 
mirroring (upgraded to the latest FCA Uconnect architecture during 
the facelift), navigation, multi-function steering wheel, cruise control, 
automatic climate control and rear parking sensors included as part 
of the Longitude trim level. Front PDC, a rear-view camera and LED 
headlights only appear on the high-trim Limited variant, so it might 
be worth paying that 10% extra for an even more-comprehensive 
features list.

SAFETY
 Six airbags, stability control, ABS, hill-hold assist, and rear 
ISOFIX child seat anchors form the basis of the Jeep Renegade’s 
safety credentials.

FUEL CONSUMPTION
Jeep claims an average consumption of 5.9 ℓ/100 km for a Renegade 
1.4T automatic

THE VERDICT
 The Jeep is competing against time. While it was properly 
class-competitive at launch, its opponents have largely caught up 
(and passed it) in several key areas. That doesn’t mean that it is 
entirely without virtue, but because its segment has moved on, the 
Renegade needs to play catch up. Whilst we await for new jeep 
products, you need to take a look at this collector’s item which is 
decently-equipped for the price, and its styling is still very endearing. 
Call Zimoco on 0242-885329/30 for a test drive 

T
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• Extremely limited numbers of special Pik Up model
• Unique off-road suspension developed for Karoo Dusk

  nspired by the beautiful vistas of the Karoo and  
  requested by ardent Pik Up fans, Mahindra is   
  launching a very special edition of its top-selling Pik  
  Up Karoo S11 Automatic.
  Mahindra has failed to take off in Zimbabwe   
  compared to the presence in South Africa.
The new Mahindra Karoo Dusk S11 Automatic is a striking matt black 
lifestyle-focused double cab model based on the S11 Karoo. It is fitted 
with the best on offer in the Mahindra parts catalogue. It sports a few 
very special additions that are not available to other Mahindra Pik Up 
owners.
 "The Karoo has a special place in South African culture 
which is simultaneously known for the hard and unforgiving 
landscape and the openness of its hard-working inhabitants.
"That is what inspired us with the creation of the original Pik Up 
Karoo. Now we are stepping it up with the S11 Karoo Dusk. It is 
both stunning to look at, and just about ready for anything that 
the road can throw at it," says Rajesh Gupta, CEO of Mahindra South 
Africa.

STANDOUT STYLING
 Starting with the styling – the new Karoo Dusk is an 
unmistakable lifestyle double cab. The model is wrapped in a 
hard-wearing matt black film that makes it unique from any 
production Pik Up on the road.
 As this model is based on the S11 Karoo flagship, it has the 
same styling bar on the rear load bay, the side-mounted steel steps, 
robust over fenders and roller shutter door. These have, however, 
been colour coded to match the dark look of the Karoo Dusk, leaving 
only the highlights on the front fender vents, diamond plated rear 
step and the silver highlights on the alloy wheels to contrast with the 
overall dark design.

 Mahindra has further tasked its designers to create a special 
dark-blue hue for the Dusk decals and distinctive acacia-tree in the 
Karoo logo, which matches perfectly with the black wrap and is 
unique to this limited-edition model.
 Adding to the stand-out design is a special set of 16” 
machined off-road alloys in black with silver detailing in the outer rim. 
The alloys are fitted with special mud terrain tyres from General Tire 
that adds a distinguished aggressive tread profile and an additional 
visual appeal to this unique bakkie.

BUILT FOR THE BUSH
 Relying on the feedback it has received from ardent Pik Up 
fans, Mahindra has added a set of off-road bumpers. These machined 
steel bumpers not only look striking but add bonus functionality for 
technical off roading by increasing the approach and departure 
angles and exposing larger sections of the off-road tyres to the 
rockface when climbing or descending steep off-road sections.

I
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 Both bumpers have been designed with overlanding in mind. 
The rear bumper doubles as a heavy-duty step and is trimmed with 
non-slip diamond plate. It has mounting points for a high-lift jack, 
extra heavy-duty recovery loops and a tow bar with flush-mounted 
electric connection as standard.
 The front-mounted off-road bumper has received special 
attention for this model. Aside from the aggressive profile, it has a 
powder-coated steel bush bar to protect the front headlamps in 
off-road situations.
 The front bumper also has special LED-spot lamps fitted and 
feature recovery loops and jack mounting points. The recovery points 
and Mahindra decals are trimmed in red to stand out against the 
matt black trim.
 While the Karoo Dusk is designed to stand out, its pièce de 
resistance is hidden from view under the body of the Pik Up. Here, the 
engineering team has created a special off-road suspension that is 
completely unique to the Karoo Dusk.
 The suspension features special heavy-duty gas-filled off-road 
shock absorbers, heavy-duty custom-designed leaf springs and new 
suspension bushes. While these upgrades do not change the Karoo 
Dusk’s ground clearance, they ensure faultless performance on dirt, 
rock, sand and mud, while not adversely affecting its road manners.

BEST-IN-CLASS LUXURIES
 Since its launch in early 2020, the S11 Automatic – in standard 
and Karoo guise – has been top-sellers for Mahindra South Africa. This 
is in no small part owing to the incredible value for money offered by 
the flagship Pik Up. The Karoo Dusk limited edition extends that value 
offering even further.
 The Karoo Dusk is fitted with luxury features that include a 
touch-screen infotainment system with in-built reverse camera, 
Bluetooth phone connectivity, Apple CarPlay and Android Auto as 
standard. It is also equipped with cruise control, climate control, a 
multi-function steering wheel and electric windows, to name but a 
few of the luxuries.
 As a version of the Karoo flagship, the Karoo Dusk is also fitted 
with a lockable roller-shutter door on the rubberized rear load bay.
Limited numbers available
 The Mahindra Karoo Dusk S11 Automatic is available in 
extremely limited numbers at dealers across South Africa for 
R549,999.00
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left thoroughly impressed by the P-Series 
they were driven in.
 “Ndomota chaidzo idzi (now these 
are real proper cars), especially in the 
areas where roads are bad,” gushed 
Manyawi. “A comfortable four-wheel drive 
is the best in those conditions. At our 
company, we have the Steed-5, but this 
P-Series is different, it belongs to another 
level. We regularly go to meet our clients at 
the farms. This P-Series will get there quite 
comfortably.”
 Munyaradzi Kativhu, Nicoz Diamond’s 
Head of Business Development, delivered a 
hearty voice-of-thanks at the end of the 
event. Before that speech, Kativhu had 
spoken to us about how Nicoz Diamond’s 
reputation in the insurance sector suits 
ZIMOCO’s standing in the motor industry.
A partnership of the two firms, therefore, is 
only fitting.
 “As Nicoz Diamond, our reach is 
deep and wide,” Kativhu said. “It opens up 
opportunities for ZIMOCO to be visible. As 
Nicoz Diamond, we set the pace in our own 
industry. ZIMOCO are also doing the same 
in their own industry. We most definitely 
want to associate with stuff that’s 
trending.”
 Friday’s occasion was also graced by 
renowned motivational speaker Arthur 
Marara. The Harare-based orator and lawyer, 
wowed the audience with his delivery on how 
success evades people who “run away from 
hard choices.”
 Well now there it is! Paying ZIMOCO a 
visit soon is  not quite a hard choice, is it? Just 
visiting, as a start!

  IMOCO, Zimbabwe’s leading  
  car dealer, is the complete  
  package.
  The relationship does not end  
  when you purchase your  
  vehicle It is a covenantal 
lifelong partnership that set ZIMOCO apart, 
ensuring the vehicle that you buy from 
ZIMOCO is uppermost in the mind of just 
about everyone associated with this iconic 
vehicle distributor.
 To this end, ZIMOCO has engaged 
another market leader, Nicoz Diamond, a 
giant in the insurance industry in Zimbabwe.
At an event filled with glitz and glamour on 
Friday 22nd October 2021 at Donnybrook 
Raceway in Harare,  Nicoz Diamond invited 
insurance industry executives, and some of 
its top clients, to get a fill and a feel of some of 
Zimoco’s flagship models as they tackled the 
4x4 obstacle course. The event was dubbed 
the Gentleman’s Afternoon courtesy of Nicoz 
Diamond. Manly issues were discussed
 The immaculate off-road SUVs on 
show at Donnybrook were the Haval H9, 
Mitsubishi Triton and the P-Series.
 All brands received overwhelming 
endorsement from the Nicoz Diamond crew 
who were driven around the bumpy terrain of 
Donnybrook.
 “This is amazing! Wow it’s just like 
an effortless drive,” said Tanaka Paradza of 
Insurance Services, an agent of Nicoz 
Diamond, who was in the Mitsubishi Triton.  
 “It’s just so polished, and its way 
ahead of it’s time. It’s the best automobile 
engineering I have ever experienced. I will 
definitely recommend it to anyone looking 
for a SUV.”
 Bradley Joseph, a ZIMOCO senior 
executive, disclosed to DRIVEtorque that the 
three vehicles on display at Donnybrook are 
in fact on very high demand in Zimbabwe.
 “Over the past two years, sales 
having been rising every month, the buyers 
being both individuals and corporates, “ 

Joseph declared.
 And according to Paradza, this 
sales success is not only a Zimbabwean 
phenomenon. “I was in South Africa 
recently and this vehicle is selling very 
well,” Paradza said. “The market has 
accepted it. It competes favourably with its 
peers.”
 The beauty of the Friday event was in 
the blend of different personalities with 
varied vehicle tastes, and across the ages.
 A youthful young man, Tafadzwa 
Machingura, of Nicoz Diamond, rode in the 
Haval H9 and was particularly impressed by 
the security it offers. “The ride was smooth,” 
exclaimed the delighted Machingura. “We 
got to a tricky point where we needed to stop 
the vehicle and reverse. The process was very 
comfortable. I thought it was going to be 
pretty rough. I was pleasantly surprised. It 
wasn’t at all difficult.” Having been used to 
much smaller vehicles, Machingura found 
the H9 to be a safe haven and especially in 
emergency situations.  “When you drive small 
cars, yours senses are jolted. Like you are 
being shaken on a scotch cart really.  You 
practically feel everything. When you hit a 
pothole for example, you know it instantly. 
When suddenly you have to break, it rudely 
registers. Your body jerks into alert telling you 
that something isn’t right. But hey not with 
this Haval, it was awesome !”
 Moses Manyawi and Sebastian 
Maonei came to Donnybrook representing 
Glenrand Insurance, a partner of Nicoz 
Diamond.They work with farmers in the 
countryside.
 Glenrand staff often drive deep into 
the farmlands, so the two gentlemen were 
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Full page advert with editorial in 
DRIVEtorque publication

Advert on www.drivetorque.com 
for a month

Advert on DRIVEtorque Facebook 
page for a month

Advert on DRIVEtorque Instagram 
for a month

Product placement for 30 secs on 
DRIVEtorque motoring show on 
Star FM Zimbabwe

Free publicity on Star FM FB page 
with more than 430000 followers

This package includes This package includes

Segment Sponsorship on DRIVEtorque motoring show on Star FM

Sponsorship of DRIVEtorque motoring show on Star FM 

You can choose part of a package or structure your own package according to your needs at a premium of 30%

Rates effective - 10 September 2021 Advertisers please contact Vanessa on: 

Mobile : 0774 074 939
Landline : 0242 850 957 / 870 030
Email :  motoring@drivetorque.com
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GOLD
PACKAGE

130,000

Full page advert in DRIVEtorque 
publication

Advert on www.drivetorque.com 
for 2 weeks

Advert on DRIVEtorque Facebook 
page for 2 weeks 

Advert on DRIVEtorque 
Instagram for 2 weeks

Product placement for 15 secs on 
DRIVEtorque motoring show on 
Star FM Zimbabwe 

60,000ZWL

6,000ZWL

6,000ZWL

6,000ZWL

12,000ZWL
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PACKAGE

ADVERTISING
RATE CARD

THE BEST ADVERTISING PLATFORM FOR EXPOSURE FOR ALL BUSINESSES IN THE MOTORING INDUSTRY

ZWL
90,000

ZWL

70,000ZWL
160,000ZWL
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