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  Seasons’ greetings!  Ladies and gentlemen it   
  has been an absolute pleasure celebrating life  
  with you each month of this year with an   
  exciting, invigorating and sometimes even   
  infuriating edition of DRIVEtorque. 2021 has 
not spared any of us a turpsy turvy life, death, loss grief and 
mourning. Courage is not the absence of fear but the 
determination to carry on in spite of that fear.
 In this year’s final edition, Toyota's all-new Land Cruiser 
300 has arrived in Zimbabwe, in no time at all customers 
swooped up all  that landed. In the comparison segment the 

SUV, 7 Seater ,Toyota Fortuner tops the pack.
 The new XM is the most potent BMW M by far! Farming 
season is upon us, get the correct information to how to 
choose a great tractor. There is more to excavators than just 
earth moving gadgets.

 Our AUTONEWS maker Tamy does it again, as Zimoco’s 
ambassador , she now cruises around in an immaculate Jeep 
Compass.
 During this holiday please do not slacken safety 
measure as you mix and mingle among friends and kin. 
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Autonews Maker

autonews maker

Dictionary

auto newsmaker|

/ˈɔːtəʊ njuːzmeɪkə/

a newsworthy person in the motoring industry.

Integrity, wisdom, communicator, self-awareness, gratitude, leaner, influencer, empathy, star, celebrity, respect, superstar, big-name, famous name, household 
name, leading edge, trend setter, disrupter, innovator, big-shot, positive thinker, common sense, luminary, leading-light, leader, focused, mentor, prominent, 
accomplished, goal getter, results-driven, achiever, deliver, talented, team player, intelligence, confidence, accountability, humility, resilience, 
vision

Tamy Moyo  -

  2022 is off to a really great start for me!” These are,  
  in fact, the words of songstress Tamy Moyo, on  
  receiving a very pleasant surprise from ZIMOCO,  
  Zimbabwe’s best car dealership. 
  A great deal of people in Zimbabwe today desire and  
  deserve to feel in a similar excited way.
 Tamy is the ZIMOCO’s esteemed brand ambassador. ZIMOCO 
is the only distributor of the Mercedes-Benz, Jeep, GWM Haval, Fiat 
and Mitsubishi passenger and commercial vehicles in the country.
 She has thoroughly enjoyed her role since her appointment in 
June 2021, and the feeling of a mutual fruitful relationship is reciprocal 
from ZIMOCO.
 The Ndibereke hitmaker, has hogged the airwaves with her 
Afro rhythm vibes since she emerged onto the scene as a teenage 
singing sensation some years back. Tamy made headlines months 

ago when she became the first person in Zimbabwe to drive the comfy 
Haval Jolion, courtesy of ZIMOCO. 
 Six months later, Tamy has swapped the Haval with the 
immaculate Jeep Compass, another hit in the ZIMOCO showroom. It 
costs a cool US$60 000! 
 The 23-year-old diva could not hide her elation over the 
surprise Festive Season gift from the best in the motor industry: who 
could possibly conceal such great joy!
 “It’s such an incredible experience,” said Tamy after going 
through the paces with the sparkling new Four-wheel drive.
 “It’s a very learned vehicle. It has the same features as the 
Haval, very cultured. It’s quite spacious and cute. I’m yet to fully 
experience it. I will take this as an exciting new challenge.”
 The award-winning and well-travelled singer, who is also an 
actress, is excited to spend the Christmas period in style, cruising in her 
Jeep, surrounded by family and friends.
 “Christmas! Oh yes! I’m definitely going to spend it with 
loved ones. It’s been two years of isolation due to Covid-19,” she 
said. “I’m glad to have this vehicle. It will allow me with to go 
around with ease and experience family time with other people.”
 Tamy is hugely grateful for the continued partnership and 
trust of ZIMOCO, who honoured  her the privilege of being the first 
person in Zimbabwe to drive around in the Haval. 
 “I was the first one to drive it,” she said. “I realise now just 
how young I was. I’m proud to have inspired other young people to 
drive it. I used to drive smaller cars. Keeping on scaling up is great. 
I’m one person who can get used to routines. Driving bigger cars 
got me out of my comfort zone. I think I’m very privileged and 
blessed for the partnership with ZIMOCO. I’m just grateful to God 
that they chose me.”
 Coming together with ZIMOCO has been the perfect tonic for 
Tamy at this stage in her career. Her star has been rising in music since 
the two parties penned the deal earlier this year, both are confident of 
taking their brands to the next level. 
 “It has just been an incredible experience,” she said. “A lot 
more people pay attention to the (music) brand, they ask, ‘what’s 
Tamy about? Oh, can we check out your music? Oh, you work with 
ZIMOCO?’ Before, you were kind of stuck in your own musical 
world. There has been more reach as an artiste and as an 
individual due to ZIMOCO.”

“

Singer & Actress
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Manfred Chaniwa, the ZIMOCO Business Development Manager, said 
the choice of the Jeep Compass as Tamy’s next ride was deliberate. 
 “Basically, it’s a middle-of-the-ground vehicle,” said 
Chaniwa. “It’s for the young and funky. Next year, the focus for 
ZIMOCO will be on the Jeep product range.”
 Chaniwa gave the company’s thumbs-up to Tamy’s impact on 
their brand, disclosing an upsurge of Haval sales since the partnership 
was sealed this year. 
 “We are looking at 130 units of the Haval sold over the past 
nine months,” he said. “She (Tamy) is a brand. We are going to be 
looking at a whole product range, and she will surely be involved in 
all that.”
What about of the Jeep Compass, Tamy’s new baby? How has this 
relatively new model been performing on the market?
 “It’s doing well,” said Chaniwa. “We are trying to grow the 
market base: your executives, middle management, the young, 
and others. It’s something that is exciting for people in that 
market.”

���

��������������
malism and expanding on it with a combina-
tion of ‘aged’ leather, copper and carbon fibre 
with a plush-looking quilted velvet featuring 
on the seats.
 M fans have high expectations when 
it comes to performance and the XM would 
seem set to deliver on that. It also represents 
the performance division’s transition into the 
electrified age. It is well able to run for around 
50 miles on battery power alone. Pure electric 
cars bearing M’s touch are also coming to 
market soon, in the shape of the M50 version 
of the i4 and a 600 horsepower M60 variant of 
the iX.
 As a standalone model the XM is, 
however, something different and will oper-
ate in a very exclusive league, where luxury, 
performance and electrification intersect 
with the more traditional idea of how a 
performance car should be like. It is still a big 
emotional leap for long-time fans of cars like 
the M3 and M4. This one emotive jump 
though, that BMW will hope, is powerful 
enough to dedicated fans for them along for 
the ride.

  he new XM is the most  
  potent BMW M model ever. It  
  packs a powerful visual punch  
  to match the 750 horsepower  
  of its hybrid-boosted petrol  
  engine.
 With its close links to motorsport 
BMW M, is best known for high performance 
saloons and coupes evolved from standard 
models like the 3 Series and 5 Series. Genera-
tions of fans have enjoyed these iconic cars 
over the years. The M3, M4 and M5 all very 
much playing to a traditional petrol head 
crowd. Which is why the new Concept XM 
makes such a powerful and, perhaps, contro-
versial statement, coming as it does on the 
performance division’s 50th anniversary and 
the only the second car it has ever built from 
scratch.
 For starters it is an SUV. It is also 
hybrid powered. This is less about saving fuel 
and more about increasing power thanks to 

its combination of a big V8 petrol engine with 
an electric motor for a combined output of 
750 horsepower and 1,000Nm. This is near-hy-
percar power, all contained in the body of a 
big, luxurious SUV. The ‘Concept’ part of the 
name would usually suggest it is just a bit of 
blue-sky thinking on the part of M but BMW 
has confirmed a production version that will 
be coming in 2022. Given the bold design 
direction taken by the all-electric iX, we 
would not bet against the XM looking pretty 
much as it does in these images.
 Going by social media reaction 
long-time BMW fans are less than thrilled 
about the brand’s new corporate look and the 
giant grilles worn by the likes of the 4 Series, 
X7 and iX. The XM doubles down, the promi-
nent ‘kidney grille’ dominating the front end, 
the wild contours running over the body and 
roof are highly distinctive while sculptural 
LED lights wrap around the rear end. Inside it 
is just as bold, taking the iX’s luxurious mini-

T
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resembling a diffuser. A slight 
disappointment, though, is that the wheel 
size and design have not changed at all; the 
twin-five-spoke 19-inch design is nice, but it is 
the same one you used to get with the 3.0 V6 
diesel version way back in 2016.

 WHAT IS NEW INSIDE?
 One of those areas I mentioned 
earlier, where newer Jags are not quite up to 
scratch, are the interiors. And, oh boy, have 
they thrown out all the stops to remedy this! 
The F Pace dashboard is entirely new, with an 
excellent split design finished here in red and 
black (tan is also an option) with contrast 
stitching.
 Dashboard design is entirely new; it 
gets plenty of leather and aluminium trim.
 There is far more brushed aluminium 
trim just about everywhere – namely the AC 
vent surrounds, the window switches (no 
longer sited on top of the door sills), the 
centre console, the speaker grilles, seat 
memory buttons, the AC controls, most of the 
steering wheel and the control stalks and 
huge shift paddles behind it. 

WHAT WE LIKE 
- Luxurious interior
- Stunning exterior
- Driving dynamics

WHAT WE DON'T LIKE
- Road noise
- Low-speed ride
- Fiddly touch-panel switches

2021 JAGUAR F PACE FACELIFT:
WHAT IS IT?
  race, pace and space – that  
  is how the old Jaguar adage  
  goes, right? The good news is  
  that most modern Jags fit  
  this bill. They are bewitching  
  to behold, enthralling from 
behind the wheel, and especially in the case 
of the F-Pace, roomy on the inside. However, 
that adage does not factor in a few other 
areas important to luxury car buyers. This is 
where recent Jaguar cars have fallen short of 
their rivals. With this 2021 facelift of the 
F-Pace, however, they seem to have 
addressed a few of those big problems. Let us 
take a look!

 WHAT IS NEW OUTSIDE?
 When it comes to the F-Pace’s 
exterior design, I am reminded of another 
popular phrase “if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it”. 
Way back in 2015, Ian Callum and his team 
managed to deliver an SUV that was a 
true-blue Jaguar, with all the requisite styling 
cues and a truly rakish, sporting form factor. 
It was also also was spacious and practical, 
which you would expect for an SUV at its 
price.
 Styling changes include revised 
headlights and tail-lamps, larger grille and 

tweaked bumpers.
 Just as well, then, that the facelift 
does not mess with the core formula. It 
simply adds a few superfluous touches that 
simply accentuate it. The headlamps are now 
slimmer, high-def adaptive LED units and the 
‘single J-blade DRL’ signature from before 
has evolved into a ‘double J-blade’ (ironically, 
BMW now does something similar with its 
headlamps). The grille is larger and speckled 
with dark metallic studs, while there are large 
air intakes to feed the radiators down in the 
bumpers.
 At the rear, the tail-lamps have 
evolved into a wonderfully thin and 
minimalist interpretation of the rounded 
elements of the old; now with two ‘bumps’ 
instead of one, mirroring the Double Js at the 
front. Further tidying up the rear is a new 
bumper with no visible exhaust outlets, and 
instead just a neat blacked-out insert 

G
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than ‘25t’ – today.
 'P250' four-cylinder turbo-petrol 
good for 184kW and 365Nm.
 As before, it is mated to ZF’s 8-speed 
torque converter automatic, but there seems 
to have been some improvement to its 
responses, shift speed and smoothness. 
Where previously JLR’s applications of this 
gearbox felt inferior to other brands that use 
it, now it appears to have been tweaked to 
work much better.
 The engine remains rev-happy and 
not overtly turbocharged in its feel, which 
gels nicely with the F-Pace’s fun-to-drive 
nature. It sounds good too (to say nothing of 
the ‘enhancement’ played through the 
speakers in Dynamic mode) but then it is also 
not the most refined petrol engine out there 
when you need it to be.
 No adaptive dampers but the F-Pace 
still rides and handles well.
 Speaking of Dynamic mode, it is one 
of four selectable modes, and the good news 
is they all genuinely feel different from one 
another. Comfort and Eco are 
self-explanatory, and the fourth is Rain, Mud 
and Snow, which uses Land Rover’s off-road 
software tech (including low-traction launch 
mode) to help you in the rough.
 As it has been since the 3.0 V6 version 
was discontinued, there is no air suspension 
on offer; JLR has now used that as a 
differentiator from the F-Pace’s sister car, the 
Range Rover Velar, which costs more. There 
are no adaptive dampers either, but if anyone 
can pull off a great ride and handling balance, 
it is Jaguar.
 F-Pace is very agile for it is size and 
weight. As before, the F-Pace is a tremendous 
handler, with agility that belies its size and 
weight. The steering can feel a tad heavy at 
low speeds, but it is not too bad. The payoff 
definitely occurs once you go faster. It is a 
similar story with the ride, which can feel a 
touch firm and lumpen, especially as the 
chunky tyres roll over broken roads. The 
payoff comes at high speeds where it simply 
smothers everything you roll over. Both those 
compromises can be lived with, but a bigger 
annoyance is road noise, which is a constant 
companion in the cabin of this all-aluminium 
SUV.

 SHOULD YOU BUY ONE?
 The F-Pace is available in a single, 
fully loaded R-Dynamic trim, irrespective 
of which engine you choose. This is not a 
huge price jump from the previous version, 
and it also continues to slot the Jaguar 
perfectly between the lower segment of 
the X3 and GLC, and the higher segment of 
the X5 and GLE.
 Its size and spec fit that gap 
perfectly too, but after the facelift, the 
F-Pace feels greater than the sum of its 
parts. The new interior has transformed it 
from merely a good looking and great 
drive SUV to the luxury item it always 
should have been, and which its price 
demands. So, if the F-Pace was not on the 
radar in your search for a medium-size 
luxury SUV, it certainly should be now.

 In fact, it looks like, Jaguar has raided 
Range Rover’s parts bin, and that is not a bad 
thing indeed. An unfortunate side effect, 
however, is that there are a lot more 
touch-sensitive switches – mirror, steering 
and AC controls to name some – which are 
quite needlessly fiddly to use. The old rotary 
gear selector is gone, and in its place is a 
small, stubby selector with stitching meant to 
resemble the seam of a cricket ball. It feels 
great to just lean your wrist on while driving, 
but that is not advisable.  It shifts up and 
down with the lightest of touches.
 Stubby gear selector replaces rotary 
selector. Quality on just about every surface 
or touch point is vastly improved from the 
previous car, to the point that it feels like a 
new-generation model on the inside. Even 
the leather used in the upholstery feels softer 
and richer, and speaking of which, the seats 
are now a tad comfier, and offer lumbar 
support adjustment, which was missing 
earlier. Look pretty hard and you will find 
some traces of the old F-Pace, like the 
basic-looking glovebox release, and the 
hard-to-reach rear-seat power-recline switch, 
which is straight out of a 1990s Ford.
 Seat cushioning feels tad less firm; 
rear occupants get two independent climate 
zones.
With that, on to the rear seat, which like the 
ones in the front, feels a tad less firm in the 
cushions now, and as before, there is a 
surprising amount of space on offer here. 
Creature comforts include two separate rear 
zones for the climate control and a huge 
panoramic sunroof, which unlike before is a 
single piece of glass and does not open. 
Curiously, however, there are no rear USB 
ports; just a 12V socket for charging.

 FEATURES AND TECH
 While there are no USB ports at the 
rear, it is good that Jaguar has offered both, a 
USB 3.0 and a Type-C port up front, to cater to 
both needs; however, there are just those 
two. That aside, you do get a good amount of 
equipment, with things like high-definition 
adaptive LED headlamps, a new-gen digital 
instrument cluster that is clear and very 
customisable, auto headlamps and wipers, 
12-way powered front seats with driver-side 
memory, four-zone climate control, a 
powered tailgate, a panoramic glass roof, 

360-degree cameras with a high-res display, 
wireless phone charging, a powered tailgate 
and configurable ambient interior lighting.
 Facelifted F-Pace gets new Pivi Pro 
system with a 11.4-inch touchscreen.
 Features we would have liked to see, 
however, are heated or cooled seats, powered 
steering-column adjustment and perhaps 
some window blinds for the rear passengers. 
Plus, the Clearsight rear-view function from 
the I-Pace that shows a camera display in the 
rear-view mirror would have been a really 
cool add-on.

 Worth highlighting is Pivi Pro – JLR’s 
new infotainment system that debuted in the 
Land Rover Defender. Like the rest of the 
interior, it is a whole new world compared to 
the old InControl Touch system, and finally 
puts Jaguar up there alongside the best in 
the infotainment business.
 New digital instrument cluster is 
clear and very customisable.
 It uses an 11.4-inch touchscreen, and 
while some rivals offer a larger number in 
that respect, note that this screen uses a 16:9 
aspect ratio (like a TV) rather than a slimmer 
one (like a smartphone) so there is more 
usable surface area. It is also gently curved, 
which is a nice touch, and it sits slightly proud 
of the dash, rather than inset like the old one, 
bringing it a few precious centimetres closer 
to your fingertips.
 The screen is high definition, it slides 
through slickly and responds to a very light 
touch. Moreover, the interface is cleanly 
designed with easy-to-understand 
iconography and clear typography that looks 
truly modern and cool. You can get detailed 
real-time driving data, as well as graphics for 
drivetrain functionality. It supports Apple 
CarPlay and Android Auto (albeit not 
wirelessly), intelligent voice commands, and 
has an onboard e-SIM.

 HOW DOES IT DRIVE?
 The one area where things have not 
changed at all is the powertrain. You can have 
the F-Pace with either a 2.0-litre turbo-petrol 
or turbo-diesel engine, and while the petrol is 
the same 184kW, 365Nm unit as before, the 
diesel is an upgraded 200hp, 430Nm unit 
with mild-hybrid tech. We are driving the 
petrol version – now dubbed ‘P250’ rather 
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size of the machine is characterized by its operating weight (we are 
talking about a 10-tonne excavator for example). There is a wide 
range of sizes available, of less than one ton for the smallest models 
with up to more than 100 tonnes for excavators used in surface 
mining.
 You must choose an excavator adapted to your particular 
needs. A model that is too small might be in adequate to meet the 
needs of the work to be done. A design that is too large might just 
be too cumbersome and unnecessarily expensive. The weight of 
the excavator gives an overall idea of the size of the machine. It is 
important to ensure that the arm must reach the maximum 
distance at which it will have to work. In their technical 
documentation, most manufacturers provide a chart representing 
the kinematics of the arm and therefore the maximum heights and 
depths it can reach.
 Another important factor is the engine power which 
supplies the hydraulic unit which powers the arm and any tools 
mounted on it. It is more or less correlated with the size of the 
machine but this can vary. A more powerful engine will be able to 
carry out more difficult jobs.
 Most excavators have diesel engines, though in recent years 
we have seen the emergence of some hybrid diesel/electric engines 
equipped with energy recovery systems. This equipment is 
therefore subject to the anti-pollution standards in force in the 
countries where it is be used.
 After establishing the main characteristics of the machine, 
you need, the choice of an excavator can also be made based on 
criteria such as the ergonomics of the driving position, the comfort 
or work assistance equipment or the noise level.

  n excavator, also called a hydraulic excavator, boom   
  excavator or power shovel, is a machine made up of a   
  wheeled or tracked carrier frame on which a swiveling  
  turret rests that connects the operator’s platform,   
  engine, hydraulic systems and arm.
  The arm roughly imitates the movements of a human 
arm and allows the use of different tools. The most common is an 
attachment to dig the ground, but an excavator can also use rock 
breakers, pincers, grapples, handling forks, demolition tools, etc. This 
versatility makes the excavator an essential piece of equipment for 
earthworks on construction sites, but also for the handling of bulk 
materials, demolition, mining and quarrying including forestry.

HOW TO CHOOSE AN EXCAVATOR?
 There are two main families of excavators : those equipped with 
wheels and those equipped with tracks. Both of these configurations 
have their advantages and disadvantages. You will have to determine 
which of these ones is best suited to your needs.
 You do need to determine if you need a “standard” excavator or 
a particular configuration. There are not many structural differences 
between the varied excavators, even from one manufacturer to another. 
The excavator is a versatile machine and it is often sufficient to change 
its required tool for the work that needs to be done. There however are 
some configurations adapted to particular conditions, for example: 

 • Demolition excavators have arms that have been   
  extended to reach the top of the buildings with their   
  demolition tools and their cab is generally protected   
  from falling materials and can be tilted upwards to allow  
  the operator to see where he or she is working.

 • Zero tail swing excavators can be pivoted without   
  protruding from the ground area of the machine,   
  allowing them to work near walls without the risk of   
  touching them. 

 • Walking excavators are equipped with articulated “legs”  
  that enable them to work on steep or rough terrain.
 
 • Multi-function excavators have an arm with additional  
  joints to increase the range of possible movements and  
  therefore the versatility of the machine.

 • Road-rail versions are intended for movement on rail   
  networks
 
 • Amphibious models are for working on bodies of water  
  etc.

The main selection criterion for an excavator is its size and power. The 
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competitors. It remains one of the first, and 
best safety devices fitted on cars, alerting you 
if a vehicle is passing by you, preventing 
collisions. There’s also the usual active 
lane-keep assist to pull you back over if you 
stray across lanes but, as with all cars, this is 
too sensitive and is better disabled, as is 
active brake assist which is also too sensitive 
in identifying possible forward collisions and 
pre-tensing the seat belts, pinging and 
waving at you and – ultimately - grabbing the 
brakes on your behalf. In another Mercedes 
last year, this nearly caused a huge collision.  
 But if you want it all, it’s there for the 
taking. You also get variable cruise control 
and our car came with the parking package, 
which includes a 360-degree camera.

  our chance of owning a  
  Mercedes Benz is on the  
  horizon. You can spec it up to  
  your liking and according to  
  the depth of your pockets.  
  Zimoco are now taking orders 
for the 2022 Mercedes Benz C Class
All-new Mercedes-Benz C-Class draws down 
tech, luxury and a sense of refinement from 
its big brothers
 The ubiquitous Mercedes-Benz 
C-Class has suffered from its global 
popularity somewhat over the years, gaining 
an image as a holiday taxi, and losing ground 
in the desirability stakes in Zimbabwe to the 
grey imports luxury cars as buyers crave a 
genuinely sporty drive. The new C-Class, 
however, is in a league of its own, packed with 
excellent tech and design, and running on a 
decent range of engines.

 REASONS TO BUY:
• Fantastic touch-screen
• Efficient diesel engine
• Best in class smart interior

 Running costs for a Mercedes-Benz C 
Class. Mercedes cars come with a high price 
tag reflecting their premium nature.   
 Ownership costs will vary depending 
on what engine you choose - there are two 
diesels and two petrols, and a choice of 
plug-in or mild hybrids. Zimbabwe will get 
petrol only. It comes with an awful lot of car in 
terms of space, comfort, acceleration, 
class-leading technology (via a massive 
touch-screen) and fuel economy. Just watch 
the insurance and VED/’road tax’ costs as you 
go up the engine/power range. But, rest 
assured, a top-level C-class will be all the 
Mercedes you need.

 RELIABILITY OF A MERCEDES-BENZ  
 C CLASS
 The C-Class is a perennial top 
performer in owner satisfaction surveys by 
industry indexes such as JD Power and 
Warranty Direct.

 SAFETY FOR A MERCEDES-BENZ C  
 CLASS
 The C-Class comes with blind-spot 
assistance as standard, which isn’t the case 
for some of its competitors
 Most premium cars now come with a 
raft of safety aids on board, making it hard to 
award notable point differences here. The 
C-Class comes with blind-spot assistance as 
standard, which isn’t the case for some of its 
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against the dash. Importantly, functions such 
as the windscreen wipers and lights are still 
operated by buttons, which strikes us as 
preferable to Tesla’s insistence on having 
everything on the screen. Standard features 
on all versions include wireless smartphone 
integration (big tick), heated seats 
(generous), wireless phone charging (big tick 
again), rear-view camera and that 
all-important blind-spot monitor. On top of 
all that, the sat-nav is super clear and 
informative and you can scroll across a 
curved gallery of DAB radio stations or phone 
music. Options include a crystal-clear 
head-up display containing lots of 
information, music streaming and 
augmented-reality sat-nav directions which 
use a camera at the front of the car to put the 
directions on the road ahead of you.

 POWER FOR A MERCEDES-BENZ C  
 CLASS
 The C-Class feels like a luxurious 
proposition to drive or be driven in, with no 
sense that you are in the entry-level saloon of 
the range
 The 195kW at your disposal will dazzle 
you with plenty of surge on overtake, and yet 
it returns 4 litres/100kms even with a heavy 
right foot. You can also choose a C200 or 
C300 (both petrol). The C-Class feels like a 
luxurious proposition to drive or be driven in, 
with no sense that you are in the entry-level 
saloon of the range. That wasn’t necessarily 
true of this car’s predecessors, but Mercedes 
has found its way again, with truly premium 
interiors, great tech and handsome styling. 
We’re back on board.
 As an optional feature that buyers 
can specify, the Mercedes-Benz C-Class can 
come with rear-wheel steering. This will help 
create a tighter turning circle at low speed 
and enhance the maneuverability at higher 
speeds. It does so by turning the rear wheels 
in the same direction as the front ones.
 Visit Zimoco today and place your 
orders. Spec it to your liking.

 HOW COMFORTABLE IS THE   
 MERCEDES-BENZ C CLASS?
 The new C-Class has more elbow and 
knee space, and rear passengers get a bit 
more headroom, too
 Mercedes’ interiors used to languish 
at the bottom of the German Three, with 
old-fashioned gathered leather on the doors, 
glossy wood, poor graphics on fiddly displays 
and an air of faded glory. No longer. The 
brand has been rocketed into the 21st century 
and has shot over the heads of its 
competitors in the process. Our test car came 
with a stunning mix of tan and black leather 
inserts on the seats, all tightly stitched, and a 
pretty, light-silver carbon-fibre effect on the 
dash. The ambient lighting is 
second-to-none, with a wide range of colours 
to choose from around the vents, doors, 
footwells and dash. The Comfort setting 
offers heated and supported seats in a variety 
of electronically controlled positions. The new 

C-Class has more elbow and knee space, and 
rear passengers get a bit more headroom, 
too. All in all, it feels like an E-Class and, dare 
we say it, not too far off an S-Class in the 
highest AMG Premium Plus trim.

 FEATURES OF THE    
 MERCEDES-BENZ C CLASS
 Functions such as the windscreen 
wipers and lights are still operated by 
buttons, which strikes us as preferable to 
Tesla’s insistence on having everything on 
the screen
 Mercedes used to lag behind the 
smart set-ups inside BMW and Audi models, 
but it has suddenly overtaken them with the 
new generation of cars and, dare we say it, 
the Mercedes touch-screen is a step up from 
that of Tesla which, until now, has held the 
wow factor with its huge tablet. Mercedes’ 
screen is huge but, unlike Tesla’s, it is angled 
upwards towards occupants and floats 
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  reat Wall Motors has big plans for the Tank brand,   
  continuing to expand its range of body-on-frame   
  SUVs. At the 2021 Chengdu Auto Show in China, Tank   
  introduced not one but two new models - Tank 400   
  and Tank 500. The second model was previewed with   
  a teaser sketch of how it has been a month. It is now 
officially launched after the company renamed it: from Tank 600 to 
Tank 500.
 The tank can be considered as one with a very good reputa-
tion and hard to find a car. That is all the information the tank can 
proudly put out. Since the news of the Tank 600 came, the racers paid 
attention to it, and then the Tank 500 was changed. Now tank 500 has 
given us official interior images - this is not breaking news but, this 
yacht set interior in blue & ivory is simply wonderful.
 In terms of design, the Tank 500 is quite impressive with its 
traditional 4×4 ratio. It comes with a large grille surrounded by 

chrome, a bulging bonnet and muscular fenders above large diameter 
wheels.
 The SUV measures 5,070 mm (199.6 inches) long, 1,934 mm (76.1 
inches) wide and 1,905 mm (75 inches) high, with a wheelbase of 2,850 
mm (112.2 inches). This makes it larger than its main rival, the Toyota 
Land Cruiser Prado. In fact, it is even slightly longer than the Land 
Cruiser 300 Series with the same wheelbase.
 Like the aforementioned models, the Tank 500 is based on a 
body-on-frame chassis and comes with a coil spring suspension setup 
and locking front and rear differentials. As you would expect, the Tank 
500 is quite capable off-road with a ground clearance of 224 mm (8.8 
inches), an impressive wading depth of 800 mm (31.5 inches) and a 
decent off-road angle (approach angle 29.6 degrees and 24-degree 
departure angle).
 The cabin looks more impressive with premium design 
features. On the center console, there is a 14.6-inch screen for the 
infotainment system, combined with a 12.3-inch instrument cluster 
behind the steering wheel. The materials used for the upholstery and 
the controls, seem to be of high quality, while the color combination 
looks like what you would expect from a luxury automaker. Other nota-
ble features include a Volvo-inspired gearbox selector on the overhead 
center tunnel, Rolls-Royce-inspired stars on the dashboard, and an 
analog clock between the air vents. The Tank 500 has three rows of 
seats that can accommodate up to seven people.

 The extreme contrast has moved more than a tough racer. 
Everyone is excited to discuss Yacht blue which is so stylish. Who would 
have thought that a tank with a tough exterior but with an inside with 
exquisite many hidden meanings? 
 In the early years, yacht blue was an optional interior color only 
available to Porsche, even now it is only available in high-end 
Mercedes-Benz models, plus color combination with ivory white.
 The combination of a watch with a tank LOGO in the center 
and a large number of extremely solid metal plates is the finishing 
touch, both the visual and the actual textures are quite fetching 
enough.
 Under the bonnet is a turbocharged 3.0-litre V6 petrol engine 
that comes with a 48V mild-hybrid system. It produces 260 kW and 
500 Nm of torque, which is sent to all four wheels through a 
nine-speed automatic transmission developed by Tank.
 The same engine serves as the basis for the company's hybrid 
system with a combined output of 380kW  and 750 Nm of torque, 
although it is uncertain whether this powertrain, can be used in the 
Tank 500 or is still offered exclusively in the larger 700 and 800 models. 
In the future, the Tank may also offer less powerful variants of the 500, 
equipped with 2.0-litre petrol and 2.4-litre diesel engines.
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 Designers have added a box step to 
the rear corners of the new bakkie, 
addressing an issue that many will be familiar 
with: loadbox access. Limber and agile kids 
easily clamber in and out of a double-cab's 
loadbox, but age, discomfort and injury add 
risk to the enterprise for most adults.

 Accessing the new Ranger's loadbox 
is made a lot easier and safer with the box 
step. There is no more risk of slipping on a 
mud-covered rear tyre. Neither is there 
getting your leverage and lower limb position 
wrong, risking potential ankle, knee or lower 
back injury. This feature was long overdue. 
The box step is sure to trigger some 
observation and introspection from rival 
double-cab bakkie designers. It is a simple 
and long-overdue feature in the double-cab 
bakkie market.

• The all-new Ford Ranger is a   
 revolution rather than an evolution  
 over the outgoing bakkie.

• The new Ranger's cabin features  
 more technology and gizmos while  
 the cargo bay has more loading  
 width.

• The all-new Ranger will be available  
 with a V6 turbodiesel engine.

  fter months of teasers, Ford  
  has finally revealed its all-new  
  Ranger. By far the most  
  crucial product that Ford  
  produces, and for markets  
  like Zimbabwe, the new 
Ranger will generate significant interest 
among followers of the Blue Oval brand.
 As most expected, the new Ranger 
looks like a three-quarter scale Ford F-150. 
The overall design is a radical departure from 
the T6 Ranger, with the new wide frame grille 
and slim-line C-Clamp headlights. The 
tailgate stamping and rear lights are 
significantly enhanced, and the bakkie has a 
much wider appearance - which is not merely 
a design illusion.
 The Ranger has grown by 50mm in 
width, and much of the additional size is not 
merely cosmetic. Ford's designers have 
repacked the Ranger's load box to carry a 
full-width pallet between the rear wheel 
arches.

 BIG SCREENS INSIDE
 The Ranger's cabin architecture 
benefits from enhanced infotainment tech 
and switchgear. Two new vertically 
orientated screen options, measuring 10.1- or 
12-inches in size, are available. OTP updates 
will feature in the bakkie's ownership 

experience, and screen luminosity has been 
calibrated to be clearly legible, even in direct 
midday sunlight.
 Listening to bakkie owners, Ford 
designers have retained physical dials and 
buttons for most HVAC controls. Anybody 
who has tried to adjust HVAC via a 
touchscreen on a corrugated gravel road will 
know the ergonomic frustration. Instead of a 
rotary dial gear selector, there is also a 
traditional shifter on the automatic 
transmission Rangers. Ford's design team 
had experimented with the latter, but focus 
groups rejected the idea. As is the case with 
F-150, Ford Ranger drivers prefer the legacy 
shifter to rest a hand on when driving.
 There is no more need to watch your  
step The Ranger's simplest design feature 
might be its least noticeable, but it is perhaps 
the most useful.

A
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 WHAT ABOUT THE V6?
 Most of the familiar Ford bakkie 
engine family is retained for the new Ranger, 
with the 2.0-litre single- and bi-turbodiesels. 
Specific markets, mainly North America, will 
continue to be serviced by the 2.3-litre 
EcoBoost turbo petrol option.
 Where Ford might have a unique 
product offering with the new Ranger is its 
3.0-litre V6 turbodiesel. This will see a return 
of six-cylinder power for the Ranger - 
something the T6 lacked. Volkswagen has 
proved that Zimbabwean bakkie buyers have 
an appetite for powerful V6 engines. The new 
Ranger will offer greater overtaking, towing 
and sand driving performance with the 
Powerstroke V6 turbodiesel.
 Ford has not confirmed final engine 
outputs for any of the new Ranger 
powertrains, but there is little doubt about 
the performance potential of that new V6 

turbodiesel. In other Ford applications, such 
as the F-150, the Powerstroke 3.0-litre V6 
boasts 186kW and 597Nm. Gearboxes? Again, 
it is much the same, with some evolutionary 
upgrades. The core automatic transmission 
will be Ford's 10-speed automatic.

 Expect many accessory options - 
for custom builds. Ford has worked in a joint 
venture with renowned off-road accessories 
specialist, ARB, to develop a range of bolt-on 
bits for the new Ranger. The bakkie's bumper 
and front section have been specifically 
shaped for ease of fitment regarding 
accessories, with Ford encouraging its new 
Ranger customers to customize the bakkie.
 Ford's new Ranger will be built locally 
for both the domestic market and export 
customers. Want one? Stand in line. Ford 
should have them rolling off the line at 
Silverton the second half of 2022.
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P Series and its many features withstand the test of time? Will it, in 
five years, be just as efficiently functional as now, or will it succumb 
to the negative stereotyping around products coming from China?
Driving experience
 DRIVEtorque claims : "GWM has hit the sweet spot with 
their new P-Series bakkie in Zimbabwe. Deep down in the heart, 
everyone desires to own a bakkie - and a good one at that, but 
the segment-leading Toyota Hilux and Ford Ranger is simply out 
of reach for most people.”

 At first, one would think a Chinese bakkie would not hold 
up a good fight against the bakkie kings, yet in recent months, the 
automaker is moving numbers challenging the Ranger and Isuzu's 
D-Max. Now here is a bakkie, packed to the rafters with conveni-
ence goodies simply as standard kit and with a much friendlier 
price.
 Besides the fact that it is almost luxurious in the cabin, 
spacious, and has a comfortable yet capable, suspension setup 
making any road undulations almost unnoticeable for rear passen-
gers, it is the advanced tech I truly like most.
 Just a couple of the highlights include the retractable 
rear-step in the tailgate that makes climbing into the loadbay so 
easy. And then the nifty safety camera tech when you come you are 
about to turn at a stop street or traffic light. The camera not only 
shows you how close you are to the kerb but also your immediate 
surroundings. I am very keen to hear from our readers what the 
reliability is like in the long run, but this bakkie seems one of the 
most underrated vehicles of the year, for sure.

 IN SUMMARY
 The GWM P Series has been quite a revelation in the local 
market. Gone are the days that you have to pay an arm and a leg for 
a half-decent bakkie with enough tech and features you can write 
home about. With its aggressive pricing and impressive list of 
features, it has garnered the interest of Zimbabweans from all 
walks of life, and it shows positively in how consumers receive the 
bakkie.
 One thing GWM has thought about is the stepladder that 
has been incorporated into the tailgate lid. Not only does it ease 
entry and exit, especially for the ladies, but it enhances the P Series 
as a well thought out bakkie.
 The P Series line-up comes standard with a three-year or 
100 000km service plan and a warranty of the same period.

Call Zimoco on 0242-885329/30 for a test drive

• A year after its local launch, the GWM P Series has become a   
 favourite among bakkie buyers.
• The P Series impresses with its extensive list of standard   
 features.
• The range-topping P Series 4x4 automatic retails for under   
 US$56000

  lmost a year after its local launch, here in Zimbabwe,   
  the GWM P Series has become a popular bakkie in the  
  local bakkie market. With its highly aggressive pricing  
  and technology-laden specifications, the bakkie drew  
  the interest of keen Zimbabweans looking to invest in  
  the most popular body style in all of the land.
 Just last month alone, the P Series sold 20 plus units, making it 
one of top-selling bakkies in the country. This is, of course, no easy feat, 
given that our people are usually dead set on purchasing from brands 
that they are familiar with. Case in point: Toyota (Hilux), Ford (Ranger), 
Nissan (Navara), and the likes. But the GWM? That one is rather strange. 
It does start making some good sense when you take time to think 
about it.

 PERCEIVED VALUE FOR MONEY
 The P Series line-up consists of 16 models, headlined by the 
double cab LT 4x4 automatic model. Retailing for US$56 000, the bakkie 
is fitted with all the bells and whistles associated with a top model. It is 
better equipped than many of its more expensive rivals. At the price, the 
bakkie is cheaper than both the Ranger 2.2 TDCi double cab 4x4 XLS 
auto and Hilux 2.4 GD-6 double cab 4x4 Raider auto - its direct rivals.
 Neither Ford nor Toyota can match GWM for what they have put 
forth, and consumers have picked up on that; hence the impressive sales 
run that the P Series have been on since launching in Zimbabwe. The 
perceived value you receive is immediately noticeable when you enter 
the cabin. There is a decent blend of soft-touch materials and plastics, 
but there is no sense that GWM took any shortcuts.
 Then, of course, you have the added benefit of it being fitted 
with a varied host of tech and features. The P Series double cab LT 4x4 is 
equipped with a surround-view camera with park distance control, lane 
departure warning and assist, leather seats with the fronts featuring 
heaters, and climate control. These are only a few items on the impres-
sive features list. However, while impressive, accessing many of these 
features require users to delve into the extensive - and sometimes 
confusing - menu list. It takes a little patience and a while to get used to 
it, and the driving aids revert to their default settings when the bakkie is 
switched off.
 A concern the test team had with the bakkie was the long-term 
usability of the many technologies. Though impressive now, how will the 
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STARTING FROM US$35,500 
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• Zimbabwe's favourite vehicle receives a major facelift, as well   
 as improved off-road capabilities.
• Toyota's all-new Land Cruiser 300 has arrived in Zimbabwe   
 with customers taking all units that landed so far
• The 3.3-litre diesel engine is one of two new engines debuting  
 in the SUV.
• the 300's ride quality has been improved over the model it   
 replaces.
• It is set to remain a champion in its category

  n 2007, the automotive landscape changed with the   
  introduction of the then-all-new Land Cruiser 200. The  
  SUV impressed from the off and quickly garnered a   
  reputation for being top-class at bundu bashing while  
  retaining the luxury and creature comfort as Toyota's   
  headlining product.
 14 years later, the big Cruiser is replaced by an all-new model 
and a whole new family of engines, along with the '200' being 
replaced by the '300'. The new model features a fresh design 
all-round, improved interior with all the bells and whistles, and contin-
ues to ride on an enhanced version of Toyota's celebrated TNGA archi-
tecture.
 Following the launch of the brawny Land Cruiser 300, we got 
behind the wheel of the headlining GR-S 3.3D model for a couple of 
days. The SUV impressed on several levels and a few highlighted areas 
could be improved on when the time for a new facelift rolls around - 
even if it comes in another seven years times.

 LUXURY INTERIOR
 The Land Cruiser GR-S 3.3D is the top diesel model in the 
range, surpassed only by the GR-S 3.5T. In the GR-S, the buttons in the 
Land Cruiser 300's interior is elegantly placed, yet it seems like a 
homage to the practicality of the Cruisers of yore.
 Between the front seats, two massive cupholders can hold the 
largest drink McDonald's has on offer with ease, while the fit and 
finish throughout the cabin is remarkably good. The leather on the 
doors' inner sills has been stitched with meticulous care, with 

soft-touch materials in all the right places.
 The audio system features 14 JBL speakers, and the 12.3-inch 
colour touchscreen has DVD playback. Perhaps the biggest boon is the 
heating and ventilation for front and middle-row passengers. The two 
extra seats in the loading bay are electronically operated. The Land 
Cruiser 300 has a total load volume capacity of 1 967L.

 POWERFUL ENGINE, IMPECCABLE PASSENGER COMFORT
 The new 300 is powered by a choice of two engines, one being 
the 3.3-litre V6 turbodiesel in our test unit. Power is an impressive 
225kW, while the torque is even more impressive at 700Nm. It trans-
lates to the 2 620kg Sub hauling off the line with urgency, all without 
compromising passenger comfort. Even on uneven surfaces like 
gravel, the Cruiser has nerves of steel. This can happen thanks to Toyo-
ta's Kinetic Dynamic Suspension System (KDSS) that links the wheels 
via hydraulically-supported stabiliser bars that work an absolute 
charm.

I
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 What we noted, though, was that the 18-inch tyres felt under-
sized for a vehicle of the 300's size. While passenger comfort was 
impressive and road imperfections soaked up without fail, the tyres do 
not exert the necessary confidence to explore the Cruiser's capabili-
ties. The brakes, too, feel a tad too small for application in the new 300, 
with this requiring a moment bringing the bulky wagon to a halt.
 The 10-speed automatic gearbox is a real treat, though, and 
cogs to the next gear with confidence and surety. The ample gears 
also assist with the fuel economy, with Toyota claiming 8.9-li-
tres/100km. On its 110L fuel tank capacity (80L + 30L), a theoretical 
range of 1 236km is possible.
 Toyota's GR Sport models are the rage right now. It has 
brought back some serious street cred to the Japanese automaker 
which has shown a strong focus on hybrid vehicles of late. 
 But man oh man, do I love a burly SUV!  Therefore the new 
Land Cruiser 300 is right up my alley. It is incredibly spacious. It has 
always demanded instant respect on the road with its assertive 
styling. Toyota's latest offering takes all these advantages to a whole 
new exciting level. My sprog loves a super SUV too, and just could not 
get enough of the vast roominess in the rear seats. She said it was 
almost as big as a living room.
 The V8 engine might be replaced with a new 3.3-litre V6 
engine, but when you have 225kW and 700Nm of torque at your 
disposal, there really is nothing much to complain about. Moreover 
because it is a Gazoo Racing model, it is draped with all sorts of sporty 
accents.
 Having said all that, probably the biggest highlight for me is 
the fuel consumption. Toyota claims fuel consumption to be 8.6-li-
tres/100km on a combined cycle. I managed to average about 9.3-li-
tres which is still impressive from such a mammoth vehicle. If I had 
the means to be in the market for an LC 300, this is definitely the one 
that I would go for.

  Are you one of the many Zimbos that do not have a   
  clue on how to check your tyre size? Or maybe you   
  just cannot quite remember or figure out what all the  
  different numbers and letters mean? Checking your   
  tyre size can be confusing, so we have created just a   
  simple step-by-step guide just for you.

WHERE CAN I FIND MY TYRE SIZE?
Most manufacturers follow an industry-standard method of 
indicating tyre size with a series of letters and numbers. You will be 
glad to hear that no matter which manufacturer made your tyre, its 
size can be found embossed or printed on the tyre sidewall. These 
numbers indicate the size, type, and performance of the tyre.

 TYRE SIDEWALL - How to read tyre sizes
 Now that you have located the series of letters and numbers 
on the side of your tyre, let us read it together. For example the tyre 
size is: 205/55 ZR17 94Y.
 TYRE WIDTH
 The first number represents the width of the tyre in 
millimetres from one sidewall to the other, meaning this tyre’s radial 
width is 205mm.
 TYRE HEIGHT
 After the slash is the height/profile ratio as a percentage of 
the width of the tyre. In this case it would be 55. This number is 
calculated by dividing the tyre’s section height by the tyre’s section 
width, so if the tyre has an aspect ratio of 55, the tyre’s height is 55% 
of its width.
 TYRE TYPE
 Next are the letters ‘ZR’ which indicates the type of tyre 
dependent on how it was constructed. The 'Z' before the 'R' just 

means that this tyre has been adapted for speeds above 149mph. On 
this occasion, the ‘R’ specifically refers to the tyre being a radial type, 
which is generally the most common type of tyre you’ll see on the 
roads these days. However, alternative letters can be used to indicate 
other types of tyres - B (Bias-ply) and D (Diagonal construction).
 RIM DIAMETER
 Following the letter ‘R’ is the number ‘17’, which tells us the 
size of the wheel rim diameter stated in inches. Therefore, for our 
example, the tyre will fit over a rim that is 17 inches.
 LOAD INDEX
 The ‘96’ indicates the load index, which is the maximum load 
that the tyre can support when inflated properly.

 TYRE SPEED RATING
 Ending the sequence is the letter ‘W’ which relates to the 
tyre speed rating. In our example, the speed rating indicates a 
maximum speed of 168 MPH (270 kilometres per hour).

A
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unique competencies to the top-selling segment in Zimbabwe’s 
new bakkie market.
 Nature’s temperament can throw a lot at you, and the 
Gladiator has the credentials to handle it. Rubicon makes light work 
of boulder-strewn trails thanks to front and rear lockers. Mojave–the 
first-ever Desert-Rated Jeep® Brand vehicle–turns unforgiving 
dunes into playgrounds with standard FOX 2.5-inch internal bypass 
shocks and a rear locker that works at higher speeds.
 The Jeep® Gladiator comes equipped with impressive 
technology like the available Uconnect® system with 8.4-inch 
touchscreen, GPS and Voice Command.
 The pickup truck is reimagined with authentic Jeep® Brand 
style and a level of open-air freedom that has never been seen in a 
truck. When it comes to the look of adventure, this is it.
 With available intuitive technology, rugged materials, 
refined details and thoughtful storage that will surprise you, this 
cabin is designed for total comfort and convenience.
 Available Blind Spot Monitoring and Adaptive Cruise 
Control with Full Stop are just two ways Gladiator helps you 
anticipate the journey ahead. Discover over 80 standard and 
available safety and security features in total.
 The All-New 2021 Jeep® Gladiator delivers Best-in-Class 
towing and payload with a maximum towing capacity of up to 
3479kgs and a maximum payload of up to 770 kgs. 

  ring more on every adventure thanks to the    
  Best-in-Class towing bakkie, the Jeep Gladiator which  
  we suspect could be on its way to Zimbabwe in 2022,   
  courtesy of Zimoco.
  Yes, the 2021 Jeep Gladiator is a fine pickup or bakkie.  
  The Gladiator doubles down on everything that buyers 
love about the venerable Jeep Wrangler SUV – terrific off-road ability, 
bold styling, and open-air driving – with the added practicality of a 5-foot 
truck bed.
 Jeep is the American brand most associated with off-roading 
vehicles, adventure-based SUVs, and durability. When the world found 
out that Jeep would be taking on the task of blending its 
mountain-climbing Wrangler with the design of a truck, most 
questioned whether it could be done.
 Jeep premiered the Gladiator truck and everyone found out that 
it could be done, and done well. Here is why the 2022 Jeep Gladiator 
might just be both the most capable and most comfortable truck in the 
segment.

 The 2021 Jeep Gladiator does not sacrifice comfort for   
 ruggedness.
 When the 2021 Jeep Gladiator first graced the scene, most 
experts knew it would be Jeep’s rugged addition to the truck segment. 
What surprised experts maybe most about the Gladiator is not its 
capability or capacity for adventure.
 The Jeep brand managed to make a capable, but also 
comfortable midsize truck. Not just a feat for an off-roading vehicle, the 
Jeep Gladiator’s quality of comfort may just become the standard in 
which the truck segment to reach.
 In the U.S. News’ analysis of the most comfortable trucks of the 
year, the 2021 Jeep Gladiator steals the show as a newcomer. Out of 13 
trucks in the segment, the Gladiator pulls into the 
third-most-comfortable position, falling behind only two other trucks.
As these two trucks have decades-long experience with crafting quality 
trucks, the Gladiator’s entry is impressive. Even as the newest (and most 
capable) truck in the ranks, its comfort and interior quality outshine the 
rest. Comfortable to drive, ride in, and trail blaze with, the Gladiator is 
truly making waves in the midsize truck segment.
 The Gladiator is a late starter in this battle but brings Jeep’s 

B



DRIVEtorque DECEMBER 2021 | PAGE 21www.drivetorque.com

ensured the Gladiator came with additional cool features its fans 
would appreciate, like a fold-down windshield, removable 
top/doors, and extra driving modes for going off-road. 
The folks at Fiat Chrysler Automobiles paid attention to detail when 
they came up with the Jeep Gladiator.
Against Competition
We like the Ford Ranger and the VW Amarok for their powerful 
turbocharged engine, their tech-heavy list of standard features 
(especially on upper trim levels) and their impressive fuel economy 
ratings. We admire the Hilux legendary status. We cannot ignore 
the Isuzu’s undying spirit.  These brands will have a hard time 
competing with the Gladiator. The Ranger's poor ride, limited 
interior cargo space and subpar off-road performance are big 
drawbacks.
If the 5 we parked in an open space in a row, we bet the Jeep 
Gladiator will get more likes and attention. It has more authenticity 
and charisma than the rest

SPECIFICATIONS

ENGINE TYPE
DOHC 24-valve V-6, aluminum block and heads, port fuel injection

Displacement 220 cu in, 3605 cc

Power 180kW @ 6400 rpm

Torque 353nM @ 4400 rpm

TRANSMISSION
8-speed automatic with manual shifting mode

CHASSIS
Suspension (F/R): live axle/live axle

Brakes (F/R): 13.0-in vented disc/13.6-in vented disc
Tires: Bridgestone Dueler H/T 685, 255/70R-18 113T M+S  

DIMENSIONS
Wheelbase: 137.3 in

Length: 218.0 in

Width: 73.8 in

Height: 73.1 in

Passenger volume: 2945 litres

Curb weight: 2183 kgs

ACCELERATION AND RANGES

0 to 100 km/h: 7.3 sec

Braking, 120 to 0 km/h: 60metres

Highway range: 740kms

Fuel Economy range:
8kms/litre (depending with your driving style)

 17-INCH ALUMINUM WHEELS 
 Expressive design. Dynamic stance. Gladiator Sport S is outfitted 
with 17-inch tech silver aluminum wheels that are visually stunning 
standing still and even more impressive in motion.  

 THE INTERIOR
 Available Uconnect® 4 with 7-Inch Touchscreen, Apple CarPlay® 
Support and Android Auto™ Integration. The available Uconnect® 4 
with 7-inch touchscreen puts the info you want right where you need it. 
The simple Uconnect interface gives you access to Apple CarPlay® 
support or Android Auto™ integration, allowing you to use your 
smartphone capabilities with ease while on the go. 
 An available weatherproof 115-volt power outlet is located in the 
bed of the Jeep® Gladiator. It features a 400-watt inverter, ideal for 
plugging in a slow cooker while camping.
 The interior of the 2021 Jeep Gladiator is not like most other 
midsize bakkies. It is actually more luxurious than most bakkies
The Jeep Gladiator earned a top spot on U.S. News’ list of most 
comfortable trucks with a great interior score of 8.5/10. Calling the 2021 
Jeep Gladiator “unlike any other compact truck,” U.S. News experts say 
that its “interior is attractive and functional, with two rows of 
comfortable, adult-friendly seating and an easy-to-use infotainment 
system.”
 There is comfortable roomy seating for up to five passengers, 
with plenty of head and legroom for everyone, as well as great visibility 
for the driver. 
 The interior of the Gladiator is not just spacious and comfortable, 
but well-appointed and handsome as well. Standard features on the 
interior of the Gladiator include a 5.0-inch touchscreen infotainment 
system, USB ports, and a folding soft top with a sunroof.
It looks wildly attractive, “but being functional is a high priority for this 
truck, which is why drivers can find all of the controls they may need 
within easy reach.” And as the Gladiator is designed for durability, the 
interior is even been designed to be water-resistant.
According to Roadshow by CNET, the 2021 Jeep Gladiator “is currently 
the best off-road truck you can buy with class-leading towing of 
3470kgs.” The same experts give the Gladiator an overall score of 8.6/10, 
ranking highest in performance and features categories. Although the 
Gladiator comes with a higher-than-average starting price for its 
segment, it just may worth every bit its price.
It features the same standard engine found in the Wrangler, a 285-hp V6 
that provides plenty of power for towing, hauling, and traversing any 
terrain. The five-foot truck bed certainly is not large, but still functional 
enough for most jobs.
Unlike most vehicles, the Gladiator comes standard with a manual 
transmission, although an automatic transmission is available. And Jeep 
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had with either a 7 or 8-inch infotainment 
system depending on the variant, while the 
Ford Everest can be had with 8-inch 
infotainment across its lineup. Both vehicles 
come with Apple CarPlay and Android 
functionality for all of their respective 
variants. Where they begin to differ is when it 
comes to the sound system. The Ford comes 
with a 10-speaker sound system with a 
subwoofer and power amplifier, while the 
Toyota comes with a 6 to 9-speaker sound 
system depending on the variant. 
 A notable feature of the Everest 
Titanium which is absent in the Fortuner is 
the addition of a 220v wall socket to the 
vehicle. This gives the Ford SUV an advantage 
especially for those looking to turn it into a 
mobile office or as an emergency source of 
power for their devices. 

Winner: the Everest

  battle between two popular  
  tech-packed 7-seater diesel  
  SUVs.
  When it comes to 7-seater  
  diesel SUVs, while a few  
  vehicles do come to mind, the 
Toyota Fortuner and Ford Everest easily slot 
to the top as the best picks. These vehicles 
offer space and high-tech features that have 
raised the bar for the competition. This is 
especially true for the Fortuner as it has 
recently acquired a major update that has 
given the SUV more features that put it on 
par with its Blue Oval-badged rival.

 EXTERIOR COMPARISON
 On the outside, two distinct design 
paths can be seen when comparing the two 
models. The Ford Everest has a more rounded 
and rugged design, while the Toyota 
Fortuner in its LTD grade comes with a 
sharper, sleeker, and more athletic 
appearance. Despite their own design 
choices, both vehicles are still two capable 
off-roaders, as each SUV sports a ground 
clearance of 225mm.
 Another similarity between the two at 
least in their higher variants is the choice of 
opting to go with LED lighting elements. 
These can be seen in the headlights, 
taillights, and daytime running lights for all 
variants. It is important to note, however, that 
the Everest comes with LED projectors, while 
the Fortuner comes with Bi-Beam LEDs. 
 Where the two start to differ slightly 
is in the wheel options. The Ford Everest from 
the get-go can be had with 18 to 20-inch alloy 
wheels, while the Toyota Fortuner, on the 
other hand, can be had with 17 to 18-inch alloy 
wheels. This gives the American-branded 
SUV a slight edge over its Japanese 
counterpart when it comes to wheel sizing.
 An important note to remember is 
that if you are a fan of customizing your 
vehicle, Toyota Philippines does offer the 
Fortuner with a TRD kit. If you want to make 
your vehicle look unique and stand out from 
the rest this could be a point of contention 

when considering other vehicle options. 

Winner: the Fortuner

 INTERIOR AND TECH COMPARISON
 On the inside, the cabin of either 
7-seater SUV has not changed much, apart 
from a few new interior accents and 
accessories. The dashboard layout of both 
vehicles remains the same, however, the 
infotainment systems have changed. Seating 
material is also similar on both vehicles as 
leather is the go-to choice for all variants of 
the Everest. For the Fortuner, however, 
leather seating material is only reserved for 
its higher variants, while the G to V grades 
only comes available with a cloth seating 
material.
 As far as infotainment systems are 
concerned both vehicles are on relatively the 
same footing. The Toyota Fortuner can be 

A

VS

Toyota Fortuner Interior

Ford Everest Interior

������������ 
	������������������������������



DRIVEtorque DECEMBER 2021 | PAGE 24www.drivetorque.com

makes up for the lack of this feature with a 
semi-auto active park assist function that is 
present in its Titanium 4x4 variant. 

Winner: the Fortuner

 PRICING COMPARISON
 As far as pricing is concerned both 
vehicles are pretty similar, however, a few 
distinct characteristics have stood out when 
it comes to their standard retail prices. The 
top of the range Toyota Fortuner with a price 
of US$80000 gives the vehicle a lower barrier 
to entry when compared to its Blue Oval rival, 
however, its LTD variant presents itself as a 
more expensive option compared to the 
top-of-the-line Everest.
 On the other end of the spectrum, 
the Ford Everest comes with a higher barrier 
to entry as it comes with a price range of 
US$86000 top of the range. While its 
entry-level model is more expensive when 
compared to the Fortuner. If you want to 
know more about the price list of the Toyota 
Fortuner or about the price list of the Ford 
Everest, you can head to our website for more 
information or call the dealerships direct. 

Winner: the Fortuner

VERDICT
2021 Toyota Fortuner
When it comes to these two 7-seaters SUV, 
both are evenly matched trading blow for 
blow in certain areas, however, we still 
have to award a winner. The victor 
ultimately is the Toyota Fortuner. The safer 
vehicle tops, as it comes with a 5-star 
ASEAN NCAP rating compared to the 4-star 
rating that its Blue Oval competitor has. It 
also comes with a lower barrier to entry for 
those who want to get a 7-seater turbo 
diesel SUV from the popular Japanese 
brand, while its top of the line variant is 
considerably more expensive than that of 
the Ford Everest. The features that it does 
carry though do justify its price. While not 
as powerful as the Everest in terms of 
horsepower, the Fortuner does go equal 
with it in terms of torque and for a 7-seater 
SUV that is also a capable off-roader this is 
the more important figure to match.

 POWER COMPARISON
 Under the hood is where the two 
7-seater SUVs become distinctly different. 
The Ford Everest comes out with a slight 
advantage over its Japanese counterpart. It 
makes more power and comes with more 
engine options. The Blue Oval SUV in its 
highest variant with its 2.0-liter BiTurbo diesel 
motor produces 210hp and 500 Nm of torque 
making it one of the more powerful in its 
class. Going down a variant and its 2.0-liter 
single turbo engine variants make 178hp and 
420 Nm of torque. Moving further down to its 
entry-level trend variant, it makes 158hp and 
385 Nm of torque from its 2.2-liter turbo 
diesel motor. Transmission options for the 
2.0-liter motors come in the form of a 
10-speed automatic, while the 2.2-liter engine 
comes with either a 6-speed manual or a 
6-speed automatic transmission. This gives 
the interested buyer a good range of motors 
to choose from depending on their budget.
 Moving over to the Toyota Fortuner, 
and it comes available with two engine 
options. The Japanese 7-seater SUV comes 
powered by either a 2.8-liter or a 2.4-liter 
turbo diesel engine. The 2.8-liter has been 
upgraded to now produce 201hp and 500 Nm 
of torque, while the 2.4-liter powerplant still 
makes 150hp and 400 Nm of torque. 
Transmission options are still the same for 
the new Fortuner as it still utilizes a 6-speed 
automatic transmission or a 6-speed manual 
for its entry-level variants. 
 An interesting note is that the 
entry-level Fortuner comes with 15 Nm more 
torque than its Everest counterpart. However, 
the Blue Oval’s SUV comes with 10 more 
horsepower than its Japanese equivalent. 
This is something you might want to look into 
if you are interested in purchasing any of 
these two 7-seater diesels fed SUVs.

Winner: the Everest

 SAFETY COMPARSION
 As far as safety is concerned both 
vehicles have just about the same safety 
features. Both 7-seater SUVs were able to 
score a 5-star rating for adult occupancy on 
the ASEAN NCAP crash tests. However, where 
the two differ is when it comes to the little 

people: child occupancy safety security. The 
Ford was only able to get 4 out of 5 stars for 
this category, while its Japanese rival was 
able to get a score of 5 out of 5. As for airbags 
the Ford Everest comes with seven as 
standard for all variants. 

 The Toyota Fortuner, in terms of 
safety, on the other hand, differs depending 
on the variant. For its lower trim levels, the 
Japanese SUV gets 4 airbags as standard, 
with them being positioned in front of the 
driver, front passenger, and at the driver’s 
knees. The higher variant grades, on the 
other hand, get 7 bags as standard. This puts 
both vehicles on almost the same footing 
without considering the additions of Toyota 
Safety Sense and Ford’s own driver-assist 
features.
 When it comes to driver-assist 
features, both SUVs are about the same. Both 
come with a pre-collision assist system, 
autonomous braking, adaptive cruise control, 
lane keep assist, and automatic high beam. 
The Fortuner does have an advantage when 
it comes to its reverse camera as its higher 
models also come with a 360-degree 
function. While the Everest does have a 
rear-view camera, it does not however come 
with a panoramic view function. It does 



DRIVEtorque DECEMBER 2021 | PAGE 25www.drivetorque.com

 The choice of horsepower of a tractor 
is a crucial decision that is dependent on the 
size of your farm as well as the variety of tasks 
to be done. At present, there are 2 types of 
ratings used by the manufacturers to 
measure the power of the tractor 
– Engine horsepower
– PTO horsepower

 4. The Engine:
 It is important to note that your 
tractor is only as powerful as the engine 
within it. The engine determines the 
horsepower of the tractor and the kind of 
work that it can handle. This is why the 
engine is an important factor while deciding 
to buy a tractor.

 5. Buying a new tractor vs. a second  
 hand tactor:
 One of the decisions to be made is 
whether to buy a new tractor or a used one. 
There are concerns that a majority of used 
tractors have diminishing returns and are 
quite high on price. In comparison, buying a 
new tractor comes with a host of benefits in 
terms of configurations, sizes, safety, fuel 
consumption, etc.

  he tractor is one of the most  
  prized possessions for a  
  farmer. Buying a farm tractor  
  is an extremely important  
  decision. It is crucial to know  
  the vital factors to consider 
before buying your first tractor. Your 
hard-earned money must be invested wisely.  
 Take an ample amount of time and 
research well on which tractor model to buy 
as to enhance farm productivity. It is prudent 
to consider the following factors while 
choosing the right tractor for your farm.
 Today, the importance of technology 
and modernization in agriculture cannot be 
overstated. A host of machinery and farming 
equipment are available today, which make 
farming tasks easier, more profitable while 
considerably reducing human efforts and 
accidents. One such machinery available is a 
tractor. Tractors are among the apparatus 
being used today in modern farming for 
plowing, tilling, planting seeds, spreading 
fertilizer, lawn care, and much more. Tractors 
come with an advantage in farming as they 
are versatile, easy to operate, and durable.  
 However, choosing the best tractor 
for your farming needs can be complicated, 

especially if you have no experience with this 
endeavor.

 1. Take consideration of your   
 property:
 First of all, see the size of your farm 
and then, choose the tractor accordingly. For 
instance, large-scale farms require tractors of 
more horsepower (45-70 HP) as there are a 
variety of farm tasks to perform such as 
tilling, spraying, mowing, etc. whereas, for 
smaller size farms, tractors of about 35 HP 
may fit for agricultural purposes.
 The choice of your tractor should 
align with your property needs. Acquiring 
your preferred tractor ought to be 
cost-effective, taking into consideration the 
present and future needs within your 
property.

 2. Your Budget:
 It is important to note that tractors 
can cost you a considerable amount, making 
it a significant investment. You need to have 
a defined budget to guide you to get what 
you are looking for in a tractor.

 3. Horsepower:

T
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Mechanical transmission

 A mechanical transmission is more 
power-efficient than hydrostatic 
transmission. However, the hydrostatic 
transmission provides the freedom to select 
any ground (or engine) speed between zero 
and the maximum, and thus, it is more 
efficient in terms of operation.

 12. Resale value:
 The brand of a tractor that you buy 
should be easy to sell even after many years 
of use. You would not want to buy a tractor 
that you cannot dispose of easily whenever 
you decide to. As such, it is recommended 
that you buy your tractor from a 
manufacturer that holds a top spot in the 
market. This will not only ensure that you get 
good service but also a better resale value.

 6. Hydraulics:
 Please note that the work of a tractor 
involves a lot of turning and lifting. The 
hydraulic system is what makes this possible. 
The hydraulic fluid transmits energy through 
the hydraulic system and makes it possible 
for a tractor to move and work. The hydraulic 
fluid is also responsible for lubrication and 
control heat transfer. Therefore, before you 
take a tractor home, ensure that the 
hydraulic system is functioning optimally.

 7. Utility:
 While buying your first tractor, be 
clear of the usage. Different agricultural tasks 
require different machines. Rather than 
upgrading and turning out heavy on your 
pockets, make a list of tasks and choose the 
tractor wisely. Tractors of variable horse 
powers require tractor implements to be 
attached for getting the desired job done on 
the land.

 8. Look out for the right hitches:
 It is most likely that you will use your 
tractor alongside other equipment. If this is 
true, then you need to look out for a tractor 
that has the right kind of hitch type for your 
work. There are different types of hitch 
attachments that are designed to raise or 
lower any attached equipment with ease or 
are designed to use with forklifts and 
front-end loaders.

 9. Lift capacity:
When choosing to buy a tractor, you need to 
be careful with the lift capacity as it can be 
very tricky. Tractors are available with 
different lift capacities such as arm lift 
capacity, static lift capacity, full height lift 
capacity among other types. Additionally, 
each tractor comes with different hydraulic 
flows and pressures. Therefore, it becomes 
extremely important, and is advisable that 
you buy a loader and tractor from the same 

manufacturer for compatibility.

 10. Comfort and Safety:
 Look for the comfort and safety of the 
tractor while buying. Few common things on 
which you can focus are:
• Sufficient space between pedals and  
 fenders
• Proper design of the operator’s  
 platform
• Seat adjustability and steering wheel
• Accessibility of controls from a  
 normal range of reach
• Fine condition of handholds
• Visibility of panel lights

 11. Transmission:
Basically, there are 2 types of transmissions:

Hydrostatic transmission
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engine, but they are far from boring. Even the 
best internal combustion engines have to 
spin at a few thousand RPM before they give 
their best, but an electric car? It is all there 
from the moment you get on the throttle. 
That level of performance – available in even 
the most modest electric cars and capable of 
reaching frankly nauseating levels in some 
higher-end EVs – means electric cars are a 
whole new breed of beast.

 MYTH SIX: SOMETHING BETTER  
 WILL COME ALONG
 Are electric cars really the solution, or 
will something better come along?
 The stars are certainly aligning for 
EVs. Manufacturer investment means we are 
getting more choice, and more innovation, 
than ever. Pushes from the government and 
regulators mean we are heading towards a 
more expansive and accessible infrastructure 
than ever. Will another contender, perhaps 
hydrogen fuel cell cars, surprise us? But 
whatever the answer ends up being – we’re 
headed into an exciting new chapter in 
automotive history.

 MAKE THE SWITCH
 It is a matter of time before you think 
of making a switch here in Zimbabwe. 
Thousands of drivers worldwide are looking 
to make the switch and buy their first electric 
car – but where would you possibly start? 
DRIVEtorque will  definitely guide you when 
the time comes

  RIVEtorque takes apart  
  some of the biggest crazy  
  myths surrounding electric  
  cars. We look at such as how  
  much they cost to how green  
  they really are. Get some fun 
EV facts to tell your friends!
 We have heard a lot of this lately: 
electric cars are boring, they cost too much, 
the range still is not up to scratch. Is any of 
that actually true?
 If you are unsure about the 
infrastructure or wondering if they are really 
that green – then you will get some of your 
answers here. It goes without saying that 
countries with power outages do leave a lot 
to be desired and electric cars may not be on 
the cards just yet.

 MYTH ONE: THE RANGE IS NOT  
 GOOD ENOUGH
 Range anxiety is the worry that your 
electric car will run out of power before you 
reach your destination.
 Modern electric cars have a range of 
around 200 miles, and the average driver 
travels around 20 miles a day, so on the 
surface you are more than catered for – but is 
that enough though?

 MYTH TWO: THEY COST TOO MUCH
 A quick glance at the sticker prices 
will show you petrol or diesel cars still cost 
less to buy than electric ones. However, once 
you take the lower cost of running an electric 
car, reduced tax and other perks into 
consideration, you can end up with a very 

different story. You may need to compare the 
total cost of owning an electric car to a petrol 
model for a reliable outcome.

 MYTH THREE: THE CHARGING  
 INFRASTRUCTURE IS NOT GOOD  
 ENOUGH
 In a petrol, diesel or hybrid, you know 
you are never far from a fueling station and 
that you can (usually) get topped up in 10 
minutes. With an electric vehicle, there is the 
fear that you will not be able to charge it 
when you are out and about, or that you may 
get stranded on a long journey because the 
infrastructure along the highway is not quite 
ready. Is this really the case though in these 
days? How will you cope if you cannot 
regularly charge at home?

 MYTH FOUR: THEY ARE NOT   
 ACTUALLY ENVIRONMENTALLY  
 FRIENDLY
 We know electric cars are better for 
air quality and tailpipe emissions, but how 
does their carbon footprint measure against 
an ICE vehicle once we take production and 
fuel into consideration?
 The surprising answer is that, while 
producing an electric car does result in a 
larger carbon footprint, their impact shrinks 
over time and, after a few years, your old ICE 
vehicles end up having the worst impact 
overall. Confused? Don’t be.

 MYTH FIVE: THEY ARE BORING
 Electric cars may lack the dramatic 
thunderous soundtrack of a roaring V8 
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the L model's positioning is unusual. The L is about 4 inches longer 
than most 7-seater SUVs, yet Jeep is also offering a full-size 
three-row Wagoneer. The brand is confident that there will not be 
any overlap between the two—well, we shall see. Regardless, this 
new WL model is at least as likable as any of the Grand Cherokees 
we have enjoyed over the years—it earns the seven slots in its grille.

 PERFORMANCE AND FUEL ECONOMY
 The Grand Cherokee is offered with a choice of three 
powertrains. Regardless of what is fitted, an eight-speed automatic 
transmission is standard. Basic Grand Cherokee models are RWD, 
while available 4WD and AWD systems will be offered to complete 
the drivetrain options.
 The entry-level engine is a 3.6-liter V-6 producing 216kW 
and 353 Nm. We expect fuel economy shall be similar to the 
outgoing model, which was rated at 13l/100kms. This engine is 
paired with RWD as standard and will be compatible with the 4WD 
systems.
 A 5.7-liter V-8 will be available as the upgrade engine. It 
makes 263kW and 530 Nm of torque. Cylinder deactivation 
technology should help it achieve around 16l/100kms like the 
last-gen model. AWD or 4WD will be standard with the V-8.
 Finally, the Grand Cherokee 4xe is the lineup's first PHEV 
and features a 2.0-liter turbocharged inline-four and an electric 
motor on the bell housing. It makes a combined 278 kW and RWD 
is standard while 4WD is available. It is the same powertrain combo 
that comes in the 2021 Jeep Wrangler 4xe, so we expect fuel 
economy to be close to its combined 49 mpg-e rating.

  t is indeed a big deal when a new Grand Cherokee   
  comes around. After all, this SUV has the world’s most  
  awards.
  This iconic SUV smashed its way onto the scene in 1992.  
  It scooped hundreds of awards because it is simply an  
  intoxicating cocktail marriage of power and luxury.   
 Powerful engines allow drivers to go anywhere safely, while 
top-of-the-line comfort features ensure that the ride in a Grand 
Cherokee is always delightfully enjoyable. With endless 
engine/powertrain combinations and interior options, the Grand 
Cherokee can suit any driver and in any terrain.

 NOW THERE IS AN ALL NEW 2022 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE.
The current fifth generation "WL" Grand Cherokee was introduced for 
the 2021 model year in long-wheelbase form; this Jeep is offered for the 
first time with three rows of seats with an option of two-rows.
 As enjoyable as the last-gen WK2 Grand Cherokee was, it 
suffered from one undeniable flaw: age. After its decade-long run, the 
WK2 model has finally been discontinued to make way for the 
redesigned WL Grand Cherokee. We believe very strongly that Jeep has 
a hit on its hands.
 How so? At the most basic level, choice. Although previous 
Grand Cherokees were all two-row, five-seat SUVs, this new one is 
available in three-row, seven-seat L configuration. That means it can 
better compete against some of the best-selling SUVs around and gives 
it new appeal for families. You will be impressed by its on-the-road poise 
including its articulation and traction off-road.
 Off-road prowess was a priority for the Grand Cherokee's 
engineering team. Jeep offers three different 4WD and AWD systems for 
the Grand Cherokee, each equipped with an active transfer case to 
improve traction. An air suspension that delivers 11.3 inches of ground 
clearance is standard on all but the base trim level. The Grand Cherokee 
Trailhawk trim level is the most off-road capable grade in the lineup, 
equipped with standard all-terrain tires, the air suspension, anti-sway 
bar disconnect, skid plates, tow hooks, an integrated off-road camera, 
and rear electronic limited slip differential.

 Plus, the new Grand Cherokee looks really good. It is handsome 
rather understated with a slightly menacing visage. Although the WK2 
Grand Cherokee was almost—but not quite—luxurious, the WL model 
crosses that barrier in its high-end trims. Regardless of specification, the 
new Grand Cherokee is offered with tons of technology and driver assist 
features. Jeep even says a hands-off level-two autonomous driving 
system will be available, which would allow the Grand Cherokee to steer, 
accelerate, and brake by itself provided the driver remains ready to 
intervene (lane centering will only be available on certain highways).
 Clearly this new Grand Cherokee is a competent machine, but 
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view of the rear seats. A 19-speaker McIntosh premium audio 
system is optional or included depending on trim.

 TRIM LEVELS
 The 2022 Jeep Grand Cherokee will have the following trim  
  levels:

1. 2022 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo
• EXTERIOR: 17-inch alloy wheels, LED headlights and   
  taillights
• INTERIOR: Cloth seating upholstery, 8.4-inch infotainment  
  touchscreen, 10.3-inch digital gauge display
• CONVENIENCE: Adaptive cruise control, lane-keep assist,  
 rear parking sensors, front-door hands-free keyless access,  
 capless fuel filler

2. 2022 Jeep Grand Cherokee Limited
• EXTERIOR: Silver-painted 18-inch alloy wheels, LED fog  
 lights
• INTERIOR: Heated second-row seats, heated    
 leather-wrapped steering wheel, leather-trimmed seating  
 upholstery, single-color ambient lighting
• CONVENIENCE: Auto-dimming rearview mirror, remote  
 engine start, automatic high-beams

 3. 2022 Jeep Grand Cherokee Trailhawk
• EXTERIOR: Front tow hooks, trim-specific grille
• INTERIOR: Vinyl and leather seats with suede inserts
• PERFORMANCE: All-terrain tires, air springs, semi-active  
 damping, sway bar disconnect
• CONVENIENCE: Off-road camera, nine-speaker sound  
 system

4. 2022 Jeep Grand Cherokee Overland
• EXTERIOR: 20-inch black-accented alloy wheels,   
 trim-specific front and rear bumpers, front tow hooks,  
 premium LED headlights, power-folding side mirrors,   
 dual-pane moonroof
• INTERIOR: Perforated leather seating upholstery,   
 color-adjustable ambient lighting
• PERFORMANCE: Height-adjustable air springs, electronic  
 adaptive dampers, hill descent control, Quadra-Trac II 4WD
• CONVENIENCE: Hands-free motion-activated rear liftgate,  
 rain-sensing windshield wipers, hands-free keyless access  
 on every door

5. 2022 Jeep Grand Cherokee Summit
• EXTERIOR: 20-inch polished alloy wheels, gloss   
 black-painted roof
• INTERIOR: Quilted leather seating upholstery, massaging  
 front seats, 10.1-inch infotainment touchscreen
• PERFORMANCE: Quadra-Drive II 4WD
• CONVENIENCE: 360-degree camera system

 Oh the joys of the global village and the internet! Traveling 
abroad is no longer quite unnecessary . You do not have to wait to 
see a vehicle locally anymore in order to place an order. Everything 
is now literary at the touch of a button. DRIVEtorque is reliably 
informed that people have already started placing their orders with 
Zimoco.

 IS THE GRAND CHEROKEE ALL-WHEEL DRIVE OR    
 FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE?
 Seeing that it is a Jeep, you would expect the Grand Cherokee to 
distribute power to all four wheels. Although the entry-level model is 
rear-wheel drive, the Grand Cherokee will offer choices between 
all-wheel drive and four-wheel drive systems.
 The basic AWD system is called Quadra-Trac I, which is an active 
setup that distributes torque as wheel slip is detected. Quadra-Trac I can 
send full torque to the front or rear axle as conditions demand.
 Proper 4WD will begin with Quadra-Trac II, which has a 
two-speed transfer case with a 2.72:1 low-range gear ratio. Quadra-Trac II 
can allocate power between the front and rear axle depending on wheel 
slippage.
 Quadra-Drive II increases the Grand Cherokee's 4WD capability 
with an electronically controlled rear limited-slip differential. The 
high-tech system can preemptively calculate low-traction situations 
and distribute torque accordingly.

 SAFETY AND DRIVER ASSIST FEATURES
 A full range of driver assist and active safety features are offered 
on the 2022 Grand Cherokee. These include automatic emergency 
braking, adaptive cruise control, lane keep assist, blind-spot monitoring, 
intersection collision assist, and rear cross-traffic alert. The Jeep even 
has a hands-free Level 2 autonomous driving system available. Other 
techy features include a night vision camera and semi-autonomous 
parallel parking system. The Grand Cherokee is equipped with eight 
standard airbags.

 PASSENGER SPACE AND INTERIOR ROOM
 The Grand Cherokee provides seating for five passengers 
between its two rows, while the Grand Cherokee L seats six or seven 
passengers depending on whether second-row captain's chairs are 
fitted. Headroom and legroom measurements for the first two rows are 
similar between the models.
 In the Grand Cherokee, front-row headroom measures 39.9 
inches. Its more than what competition offers with about an inch but yet 
the Jeep comes with a sunroof. Second-row headroom also goes to the 
Jeep, which provides 39.4 inches, whereas the mot competition is in 
mid-38 inches. The 2022 Grand Cherokee includes front legroom 
advantage, offering 41.3 inches.

 CARGO SPACE AND TOWING CAPACITY
 With the second-row seats upright, cargo space in the Grand 
Cherokee measures 37.7 cubic feet. Folding the second row down 
increases cargo capacity to 70.8 cubic feet
 Grand Cherokee models with the V-6 engine are rated to tow up 
to 2812kgs. Those with the V-8 increase towing capacity to 3266 kgs. 
Even 4xe PHEV models will be able to tow up to 2722kgs.
 TECHNOLOGY
 Jeep's Uconnect 5 infotainment interface is included in all Grand 
Cherokee models, running on a touchscreen measuring 8.4 or 10.1 inches 
depending on trim level. Wireless Apple CarPlay and Android Auto are 
standard, along with Amazon Alexa functionality. Bluetooth connectivity 
works with two devices simultaneously, and an onboard Wi-Fi hotspot is 
available. Over-the-air updates ensure the infotainment and available 
built-in navigation system have the newest data.
 The Grand Cherokee is standard equipped with a 10.3-inch 
digital gauge display. A wireless charging pad is offered, and the Grand 
Cherokee has six USB type-A and type-C ports. Premium technology 
features include a digital rearview mirror, head-up display, 360-degree 
view camera system, and headliner-mounted cameras that provide a 
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Thank you for entrusting us with your 
brands. We wish you a merry 

Christmas and a prosperous 2022.

To our valued clients

www.drivetorque.com @DRIVEtorque
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Full page advert with editorial in 
DRIVEtorque publication

Advert on www.drivetorque.com 
for a month

Advert on DRIVEtorque Facebook 
page for a month

Advert on DRIVEtorque Instagram 
for a month

Product placement for 30 secs on 
DRIVEtorque motoring show on 
Star FM Zimbabwe

Free publicity on Star FM FB page 
with more than 430000 followers

This package includes This package includes

Full Page in DRIVEtorque publication

Segment Sponsorship on DRIVEtorque motoring show on Star FM

15 mins on DRIVEtorque motoring show on Star FM

Leaderboard Banner (728x90px)

You can choose part of a package or structure your own package according to your needs at a premium of 30%

Rates effective - December 2021 Advertisers please contact Vanessa on: 

Mobile : 0774 074 939
Landline : 0242 850 957 / 870 030
Email :  motoring@drivetorque.com

212,500ZWL

12,500ZWL

12,500ZWL

12,500ZWL

25,000ZWL

GOLD
PACKAGE

275,000

Full page advert in DRIVEtorque 
publication

Advert on www.drivetorque.com 
for 2 weeks

Advert on DRIVEtorque Facebook 
page for 2 weeks 

Advert on DRIVEtorque 
Instagram for 2 weeks

Product placement for 15 secs on 
DRIVEtorque motoring show on 
Star FM Zimbabwe 

152,000ZWL

10,000ZWL

10,000ZWL

10,000ZWL

17,500ZWL

SILVER
PACKAGE

ADVERTISING
RATE CARD

THE BEST ADVERTISING PLATFORM FOR EXPOSURE FOR ALL BUSINESSES IN THE MOTORING INDUSTRY

ZWL
200,000

ZWL

175,000ZWL
125,000ZWL

500,000ZWL
50,000ZWL

@DRIVEtorque       www.drivetorque.com
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Next issue - 31st of January 2022

0778 729 988

motoring@drivetorque.com

www.drivetorque.com

SUBSCRIBE

DRIVEtorque

@DRIVEtorque

@DRIVEtorque

FOLLOW

Subscribe now to get a f ree copy of the fastest 
growing online motoring magazine in Zim via Email or 

Whatsapp.

WE’VE GOT THE 
SCOOP ON ALL THE 
LATEST MOTORING 
NEWS!


