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  Of February , Valentines and all sorts, we   
  witness ZIMOCO throwing a fabulous event for  
  ladies honoured with handmade luxurious   
  chocolates and flowers as they mingled in and  
  amongst the fabulous vehicles. Cheers to 

happy cruising for you throughout this edition. 

Toyota Urban Cruiser is now available locally, plus provides the 
desired small SUV silhouette with delightfully pleasing look. To 
be or not to be, that is the Ford Mustang question for us. A 

treat from Haval: The new generation Steed will replace the 

current Steed 5, Steed 6 & Steed 5e. Check this out! 
Multi-award-winning Hyundai IONIQ 5 is also a movie ‘star’!

Automotive innovation in mining using electrified trucks and 
loaders is the way to in durable environmental protection, 

health and safety for personnel.

Our AUTO NEWS maker is Hilton Mudariki – Zimbabwe’s 
much-admired rugby captain. Having driven in 3 countries, on 
2 continents, he has some great words of wisdom for our road 

users.
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Autonews Maker

autonews maker

Dictionary

auto newsmaker|

/ˈɔːtəʊ njuːzmeɪkə/

a newsworthy person in the motoring industry.

Integrity, wisdom, communicator, self-awareness, gratitude, leaner, influencer, empathy, star, celebrity, respect, superstar, big-name, famous name, household 
name, leading edge, trend setter, disrupter, innovator, big-shot, positive thinker, common sense, luminary, leading-light, leader, focused, mentor, prominent, 
accomplished, goal getter, results-driven, achiever, deliver, talented, team player, intelligence, confidence, accountability, humility, resilience, 
vision

Hilton Mudariki

  uite befitting, Hilton Mudariki – Zimbabwe’s   
  much-admired rugby captain – was on the road  
  Sunday afternoon when we first attempted to  
  interview him for this feature.
  “I hope you are well,” Mudariki responded. “I was  
  out of town with family, I’m just driving back now.”
 At 29, Mudariki can consider himself an experienced driver, 
having driven extensively in three different countries with 
contrasting road networks. He has been on the road, in his homeland 
Zimbabwe where he was born and bred, in South Africa where he 
attended high school and university for Michaelhouse College then 
the University of Johannesburg respectively, and in England where 
he played club rugby for second tier club Jersey Reds.
 A schoolyard hero at Michaelhouse in KZN, a star player in 
UJ’s Varsity Cup team, and a very likeable figure on England’s club 
rugby circuit – scrumhalf Mudariki is now the man tipped to captain 
Zimbabwe to its first Rugby World Cup appearance for the first time 
since 1991.
 In Harare, his hometown, Sports Psychology graduate 
Mudariki drives around in a Mercedes-Benz ML 350, which is 
personally acquired.
 For a top sports star, captain of a revered national team on 
the verge of history, Mudariki compares this scenario between his 
own country and the other two. 
 “I’ve been very lucky to live in South Africa and the UK,” 
Mudariki told DRIVEtorque. “The choice of cars by young 
nationally popular figures over there, they are quite lucky 
because a lot of the companies there are into sponsorships. A lot 
of the guys are able to get a car sponsorship from different 
brands. So that is what I saw during my time in the UK and South 
Africa.”
 Though experienced in driving for his age, Mudariki – who 
names the Range Rover as his dream car – does not quite consider 
himself a motor enthusiast. In fact, he singles out Zimbabwe 
teammate Dudlee White-Sharpley as the biggest car lover in the 
squad.
 The eldest son of Zimbabwean business executive Winnie 
Mudariki, the Sables captain speaks of a privileged but cultured 
upbringing in which moral values of life were inculcated in him as a 
child at a tender age.
 “Growing up, we were told that car maintenance is a big 
thing, and good stewardship in general,” he said. “If you were not 
able to maintain the car, you shouldn’t be driving that car. So 
that’s what we were told about when making major decisions in 
picking certain things, even property. It’s something that was 
spoken about a lot in our family, that, you know, you can do very 
well with property at a later stage in your life when we are done 
with our careers.”

Q
Zimbabwean Rugby Team Captain
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 The Sables skipper’s younger brother, 26-year-old prop Farai 
Mudariki, is also a gifted rugby player, plying his trade in Europe for 
French Pro2 League club USON Levers.
 Older brother Hilton is an easy-going chap – calm and 
calculated with a reassuring demeanour. Tips about safe driving on 
Zimbabwe’s tricky roads therefore cannot come from no less a 
grounded man than him. 
 “I think the most important think to reduce the possibility 
of road accidents is just being aware of your surroundings,” he said.
 “It is dangerously reckless to be on your phone when you’re 
driving. Just being cautious driving slowly is good because our 
roads are bad. We have potholes and with the rains currently at 
the moment, one might miss these potholes. So it’s important that 
we drive slowly in order to reduce the possibility of accidents.”
 Mudariki could become the first player in over three decades to 
lead Zimbabwe into the Rugby World Cup, the last one took place 
before he was even born.
 Zimbabwe will fine-tune for Africa’s final World Cup qualifiers 
in France in July by playing in the second division of South Africa’s 
Currie Cup. A team from Zimbabwe, named Goshawks, will contest the 
Currie Cup First Division beginning mid-March before the World Cup 
qualification squad flies out to France early July.
 “We are very excited about the year ahead, we are so 
looking forward to it,” Mudariki said. “It’s something that has been 
spoken about. It’s been a build-up for us over the last two to three 
years. You know, we’ve been talking about it and finally it’s here, 
the qualification year. We are very excited and also having the 
Currie Cup before that – that is huge, so so big for us because as I 
always say, game time is so important. (It’s) an opportunity for the 
coaches to see new players, work on different game combinations, 
before we get to the qualifiers. We are super excited. It’s going to 
be a difficult challenge. It’s a lot of competition, which is exactly 
what you want in and for a squad.”
 However, in all of this, Mudariki speaks of “patience” in the 
process of getting Zimbabwean rugby back to the big stage, which he 
likens to rugby and sports in general.
 “Patience is very important,” he said. “You know, if I 
compare patience in driving and patience in sports, when you are 
driving you must be patient. It is a process. Sometimes you might 
be in a rush to get somewhere but unfortunately it is necessary 
that you just need to make sure that you plan your life and time 
well or leave earlier. You know, I just look back even to sport, 
patience is very important. Trying to cut training or trying to rush 
back from an injury, you know, something can happen, so you need 
to be patient in that recovery process.”  
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 This is one crossover designed for toughness and driving 
pleasure. It comes with a 2-litre engine. 
 The tough robust design allows you to drive a car that has an 
impactful look and exudes and stronger impression than the 
competition.
 The ASX creates a sense of occasion wherever the road or the 
moment takes you. In the ASX your comfort, convenience and 
appreciation for luxury are thoroughly catered for.
It incorporates the innovative dynamic shield face concept. Its 
horizontal and vertical lines exude strength.

 The front has a beautiful large solid grille and bumper with 
well-placed LED lights. This all makes the car a looker.

SPECIFICATIONS
ENGINE: 2-litre MIVEC Petrol Engine
ENTERTAINMENT: Smartphone Link Display Audio
SAFETY: Seven Airbags
OTHER FEATURES: Forward Collision Mitigation, Lane Departure 
Warning, Blind Spot Warning
INTERIOR: Leather-Appointed Interior, Panoramic Roof
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 And that’s before we even arrive at the nomenclature issue. 
Many years ago, the Eclipse badge was affixed to the rear of a 
performance car. And even though the Eclipse Cross looks the part, a 
naturally aspirated 2.0-litre four-cylinder petrol mated to a CVT 
doesn’t inspire spirited driving. With a claimed output of 110kW and 
198Nm of torque, it felt sluggish even at sea level. Up at power-sapping 
Gauteng altitude, the combination just didn’t work. You either drove 
at a snail’s pace to achieve an acceptable fuel consumption figure, or 
you sacrificed the latter to sustain acceptable momentum. Recently 
Mitsubishi added a new turbocharged engine to the line-up, which we 
hoped would improve the prospect of owning an Eclipse Cross, or, at 
the very least, make it competitive in its segment.
 A turbocharger compresses air into the engine, which makes 
up for the power loss as a result of the above. On paper, the power 
outputs may seem similar but the turbocharged Eclipse’s output of 
110kW and 250Nm is much closer to the actual power you’ll feel 
underneath your right foot.
 And we’re delighted to report that you can actually feel the 
difference. Within 100 metres, it’s apparent the turbo is much more 
effective at turning petrol into power than its naturally aspirated 
sibling. Mitsubishi claims a zero to 100km/h time of under nine 
seconds, which feels about right according to our finely-tuned bum 
dynos.
 The CVT is still the only gearbox available but it works better in 
this application. As we’ve stated before, CVTs tend to be better suited 
to cars with more torque.
 This particular CVT comes as standard with eight 
pre-programmed steps to mimic an automatic gearbox. These steps 
were specifically chosen for this engine and they work well when you 
simply leave the gearbox alone. It has a manual override with paddles 
behind the wheel but they act frustratingly slow to any input. This 
Eclipse Cross may be a step closer to the Eclipse of old but it still isn’t 

a sports car.
 We’d say the Eclipse Cross is comfortable rather than sporty 
but that doesn’t mean you can’t have a bit of fun. The front end is very 
responsive and keen to turn in but that’s about it. The rest of the time 
the Eclipse Cross is the very definition of a harmonious SUV. It’s quiet, 
refined and easy to drive. The seats are comfortable and the 
suspension has no trouble coping with the odd bad surface. We didn’t 
have the opportunity to drive this particular model on gravel but 
previous experience with the Eclipse Cross has shown us it’s a capable 
and comfortable gravel cruiser.
 The turbo is only available in front-wheel-drive format anyway 
so prospective customers would likely not care what its capabilities 
are other than the odd gravel road.
 The Mitsubishi is equipped with everything you could ever 
need and is easy to use thanks to a logical layout of the major controls 
and the inclusion of Apple CarPlay and Android Auto as part of an 
easy-to-use touchscreen interface.
 The quality is good, space is generous and the boot is of 
adequate size.
In fact, the only real gripe we have with this car is the odd placement 
of the rear spoiler/brake light combination as it runs across the entire 
length of the rear window and restricts rearward visibility somewhat.

SPECIFICATIONS
ENGINE: Four-cylinder turbocharged petrol
DISPLACEMENT: 1 499cc
POWER: 110kW @ 5 500r/min
TORQUE: 250Nm @ 3 500r/min
TRANSMISSION: CVT
4WD SYSTEM: N/A
AVERAGE FUEL CONSUMPTION: 7.7 litres/100km (claimed)
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 The 2020 Outlander comes replete with seven seats, a 
comprehensive list of standard features, and a 2.4-litre petrol engine 
mated with a six-speed CVT (Continuously Variable Transmission
 The Outlander is equipped with Mitsubishi’s 2.4-litre petrol 
engine. The non-turbo unit produces 123kW and 222Nm of torque. 
Despite the all-wheel-drive system that adds to driving dynamics, 
Mitsubishi rates average fuel consumption at 8.2-litres/100km. Drivers 
also have the choice to change gears with the steering wheel 
mounted paddles.
 Four driving modes add greater choice. Eco and Normal, says 
Mitsubishi, are more suited to highway and city driving, while Gravel 
and Snow are suited to more slippery conditions.
Outlander offers seating for up to seven passengers, and now comes 
equipped with a tonneau cover for the luggage area when the third 
row of seats are not in use.
 In a bid to stay ahead of the curve, the Outlander is fitted with 

climate control, as well as Mitsubishi's Smartphone-link Display Audio 
(SDA). This system can be operated from the steering wheel, and 
includes Bluetooth and voice control functions.

 Leather seats are standard, and new trim levels have been 
used on the dashboard and door panels. All-round electric windows 
have been fitted, as well as USB ports for rear passengers. Automated 
rain-sensing wipers and auto headlights are also fitted.

SPECIFICATIONS
ENGINE: MIVEC DOHC 16-valve 4-cylinder petrol.
MAXIMUM OUTPUT: 123kW@6000rpm
MAXIMUM TORQUE: 222Nm@4100rpm
TRANSMISSION: 6 Step CVT (Sports Mode)
FUEL: 8.2 L/100km.
SAFETY RATING: Five-star ANCAP (2015)

 You can never go wrong with the Mitsubishi brand. When you 
drive a Mitsubishi, it gives you the feeling of driving towards the 
future. 
 They are masters of technology. If you want to drive your 
ambition, then the Mitsubishi brand is for you. If your desire is to enjoy 
life, then Mitsubishi is your car.
 Mitsubishi is the sixth-biggest Japanese automaker and the 
nineteenth-biggest worldwide by production. This alone shows you 
they are in the game for the long run.
 The all-new Triton has won a number of awards. It is your 
adventure partner. You can take it into the thick bush and Zimbabwe’s 
potholed highways, it will not disappoint. This is a hulk of trucks.
 Its visual appeal has improved tremendously.
It competes favourably pricewise with all other trucks. It has the best 
value for money in the segment. 
 The Triton can easily tow 3,5 tonnes. It is powered by an 
advanced, efficient 2,4-litre diesel engine. 135kW of power and 437Nm 

of torque make easy work of any trailer, load or gravel-covered slope. 
 The all-new Triton looks bolder and more aggressive because 
of its dynamic shield face.
 The engine is mated to a six-speed automatic transmission 
gear box, while the manual remains a six-speed unit.
The suspension is sold and yet comfortable on your back as you hit the 
potholes.
 ZIMOCO is onto something good here. They will give 
competitors a good run for their money.

SPECIFICATIONS
ENGINE: 2,4-litre turbo diesel
MAXIMUM POWER :133kW @ 3 500rpm
MAXIMUM TORQUE : 430Nm @ 2 500rpm
FUEL CONSUMPTION:   8,6 litres/100km
FUEL TANK CAPACITY: 75 litres
TRANSMISSION: Automatic 6-speed
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 This is one sports utility vehicle (SUV) that has legendary 
status in its category. It is also a seven-seater.
 It is a get-up-and-go-anywhere-anytime SUV. It is ready for 
fun adventure and hard work.
 Miners can vouch for its 4x4 capabilities. Fisherman love its 
adventure spirit and you can even tow the heaviest of boats. 
Executives love its tech savvy characteristics.

 It has nine airbags. On the road, a computer monitors the 
conditions and maintains a safe course. Active safety features like 
Forward Collision Mitigation, Blind Spot Warning and Rear Cross 
Traffic Alert are all standard.
 It has evolved over the years and is now a stunner when it 
comes to looks.
 Load your family of seven, tow a boat and take it to Kariba. 
Have the adventure of your life. You can tow up to 3,1 tonnes easily and 
very safely thanks to Trailer Stability Assist.
 For high output and great efficiency, Pajero Sport uses a 

2,4-litre diesel and eight-speed transmission. The Super Select 4WD is 
at your fingertips. When the going gets rough, Off-Road Mode will get 
you back out.
 Use the 8-inch touchscreen to play music, make calls, check 
messages and read maps. For safety, there is also voice operation. 
Download the Mitsubishi Remote Control app to access vehicle 
information, locate your vehicle and more.

SPECIFICATIONS
ENGINE: 2,4-litre four-cylinder turbo-diesel.
OUTPUT: 133kW/430Nm
TRANSMISSION: Eight-speed automatic
FUEL: 8 litres/100km (ADR combined); 9,5 litres/100km (as tested)
CO2: 212g/km (ADR combined)
SAFETY RATING: Five-star ANCAP (2015)

For more information on the Mitsubishi range, please contact 
ZIMOCO on 0242-885329/30

�����������������������
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Never complains about working conditions

Available
Ex-Stock

Engine Type: MIVEC DOHC Intercooled Turbo Diesel 

Fuel System: Common Rail Direct Injection

Max. Output: 133kW@3500rpm 

Max. Torque: 430Nm@2500rpm 

Transmission: 5-speed M/T 

Turning Radius: 5.9m 

Ground Clearance: 220mm 

Fuel Tank Capacity: 75litres

Fuel Consumption: 7.5L/100km (Combined Cycle)

Sam Levy’s Village Showroom:
Shop III, Borrowdale, Harare
Tel : (+263 242) 885 729/30, 885 744/45, 885 748/49/50
Email : Enquiries@zimoco.co.zw
Website : Www.zimoco.co.zw
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Haval which leads in terms of tech in their 
categories. You will usuall  be attracted to the 
guy who drives the latest Merc and uses an 
iPhone as well.
 They say that opposites attract, so if 
you are an introverted person with money in 
your pocket, you might be drawn to the 
Mercedes G-Class. Extroverts tend to stand 
out and enjoy being the life of the party. The 
tall, boxy and loud off-roader will draw all the 
needed attention, whether it is pulling up to 
your favorite nightclub or driving along 
Borrowdale road. It is a rare vehicle with very 
controlled supplies. Only 50 or so are 
manufactured per year to cater for worldwide 
demand. Zimbabwe will get less than 3. We 
are talking of originals not grey imports.

 If you love luxury then the S Class and 
GLS lead the way. There is no further 
discussion on this issue. The GLS proved to be 
a chic magnet in the showroom as 
DRIVEtorque observed almost every woman 
take a look or take selfies next to the GLS.

  ebruary the international  
  month of love is for many  
  frantic people a means trying  
  to find that elusive  Mr. or Mrs.  
  Right. We could say the same  
  goes for cars. It is not easy 
finding the right one. Many have 
personalities of their own. So Zimoco made it 
much easier for females by inviting them for 
a Valentines do at their luxurious show room 
in Borrowdale on the Saturday before the 
formal Valentines. The event saw ladies being 
pampered with handmade luxurious 
chocolates and flowers. To cap it up, Tamy 
Moyo , Zimbabwe’s favourite artist and 
Zimoco’s brand ambassador graced the 
occasion. Ladies (and men) had photo 
opportunities with the diva. Who knows 
maybe some luck guy got a car from one of 
the ladies as a Valentines present or maybe 
one of them went back home and asked for a 
car from Zimoco as her present.
 Back to life’s complexities, buying a 
car and finding a date can be so similar in 
some ways, so if you treat car shopping as you 
do finding a date, you might have a better 
chance of landing the car of your dreams 
from Zimoco.
 Why not choose your next car as you 
would a date? DRIVEtorque, Zimbabwe’s only 
multi media motoring magazine was in 
attendance too.
 A hopeless romantic is someone who 
cannot help but fall love someone who may 
not always reciprocate. If only Zimoco had a 
convertible on display. A convertible has 
attractive styling, is fun to drive, and can 
rekindle the love you once had for a manual 
transmission. Does Mercedes-Benz have a 
convertible? Yes. Mercedes-Benz luxury 
convertibles and roadsters put the joy of 
driving front and center. With hardtop and 
soft-top options, as well as 2-seater and 
4-seater configurations, your perfect vehicle 

awaits you. I am sure Zimoco could take a 
special order since they do not stock them.

 Those who love bad boys had the 
chance to look at the Jeep Wrangler. Some 
ladies cannot resist someone with an 
attitude, someone who likes to make their 
presence known and maybe ruffle a few 
feathers along the way. They imagine 
meeting a guy wearing ripped jeans or chinos 
all ready to take them in a Wrangler for that  
wild adventure to Mana Pools. 
 For those ladies want a partner to 
explore the outdoors, spontaneously travel, 
and venture off the beaten path with, then 
the Jeep Wrangler is the perfect companion. 
This American icon can take you just about 
anywhere your heart desires thanks to its 
capable four-wheel-drive system, high 
ground clearance and advanced off-road 
features.
 If you are one of the first to buy the 
latest gadgets or download the newest 
firmware update, there is a great chance 
you'll love the latest Merc brands or even 
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  lagship sedan gets a nip and tuck, with new headlight  
  tech and an ultra-luxurious A8 L Horch variant that is   
  exclusive to China.
  The Audi A8 has received a subtle facelift for 2022, with  
  new styling features, advanced lighting technology   
  and a top trim reserved for the Chinese market.

• Slatted grille replaced with a bolder mesh pattern on the   
 updated A8
• A8 L Horch to take on the Mercedes-Maybach S-class in China
• Launch of standard A8 L facelift expected next year

 2022 AUDI A8 FACELIFT: DESIGN
 The luxury sedan’s front end has been redesigned with a wider 
grille that now uses a bolder mesh pattern, compared to the outgoing 
car that had a slatted design for the grille. The air intakes at the edges 

of the bumper have been angled slightly to make them appear more 
upright.
 A new S Line package will be available for the first time on an 
A8 in global markets, adding bespoke styling features including 
S8-inspired blades in the side intakes. 
 Optional chrome and black exterior packages have been 
carried over from the pre-facelift model, while the colour range has 
been updated with four new metallic and five new matte shades.
 All new A8 models are available with Audi’s Digital Matrix LED 
headlights, which use around 1,3 million micro-mirrors to split the light 
into individual pixels, similar to a digital projector. This allows the car to 
emit a “carpet of light” into the driver’s lane only. No blinding flashlight 
into oncoming traffic.
 Digital OLED brake lights are now included as standard, with 
proximity sensors that activate them if another car comes within two 
metres of a stationary A8.

F
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END

  ust like its Mercedes-AMG G 63 brothers, the regular   
  G-Class has its front and rear camouflaged. Even   
  though Mercedes-Benz changed all the body panels   
  on this model with the introduction of this generation.  
  In other words, no exterior panel was carried over   
  from the predecessor, so do not expect the German 
company to change the design of the G-Wagon too much.
Only 50 G Class machines are produced yearly creating a shortage. This 
makes it a highly sort after car whether new or preloved. It is a 
collector’s item.
 For example, the headlights seem unchanged at the moment, 
but the front and rear bumpers have minor changes. The front grille 
was also changed with the facelift, and we also see camouflage on the 
rear door, as well as on a part of its spare tire cover.
 A big change is expected on the inside, as the dashboard was 
completely covered in camouflage. The facelifted G-Class is set to 
receive a new steering wheel design, and it is believed to get a new 
multimedia unit.
 While it may come with a massive screen, like the one in the 
S-Class or the EQS, the G-Class is expected to receive Mercedes-Benz's 
MBUX system. While the new generation of the German off-roader was 
launched after the system was already available in the range, it did 
come with an older version of the marque's infotainment system.
 Another important element that is worth noting here is the 
lack of any charging ports on the outside of the vehicle, as well as no 
hybrid stickers, which means that the German company is not 
preparing a plug-in hybrid G-Class, or if it is, this example is not one.
 Evidently, the G-Class has micro-hybrid tech, but it may not be 
offered in full-hybrid trim as its electric brother, the EQG, is set to offset 

J

 2022 AUDI A8 FACELIFT: CABIN AND FEATURES
 On the inside, the cabin is a familiar affair, though Audi says it 
has updated the infotainment system with its latest MIB 3 software.  
There are two 10.1-inch infotainment screens that have been added to 
the rear seats and are controlled by a touchscreen remote in the centre 
armrest. Optional extras include a cooler with a bar compartment, a 
fold-out centre console table and a perfume function.
 The updated A8 splits 40 driver assistance systems over several 
different packages – for example, the “Park” package features Audi’s 
remote park assist, allowing the car to automatically manoeuvre in and 
out of parallel or bay parking spaces without the driver needing to be 
in the car.
 The “City” package includes Audi’s pre-sense 360-degree 
safety system to lift the suspension up in a side impact to protect the 
occupants, while the “Tour” package features adaptive cruise assist to 

automatically adjust its speed.
 Audi A8 L Horch: Audi’s plan to take on the Mercedes-Maybach 
S-class
 Considering that China accounts for 60% of all A8’s sold 
worldwide, Audi has created the new A8 L Horch trim level exclusively 
for the Chinese market. 
 The model is designed to rival other super-luxurious sedans, 
such as the Mercedes-Maybach S-class, which, coincidently, will be 
launched next year. At 5,45m long, the Horch is 130mm longer than 
even the long-wheelbase model – the A8 L.
 The China-focused A8 features new wheels and chrome 
exterior styling, with optional two-tone paint - a first for the A8. The 
interior receives diamond quilting, deep-pile rear floor mats and 
foot-massaging relaxation seats as standard. The Horch is powered by 
the same 3.0-litre V6 found in the standard A8.

 2022 AUDI A8 FACELIFT: ENGINE-GEARBOX OPTIONS
 The engine line-up remains unchanged, with the six-cylinder 
3.0 TDI diesel and 3.0 TFSI petrol producing 210kW and 250KW 
respectively. The TFSIe plug-in hybrid option delivers 340kW - slightly 
more than the range-topping 4.0 TFSI petrol, a detuned version of the 
V8 found in the S8. All engines are connected to an eight-speed 
‘Tiptronic’ automatic gearbox and Audi’s ‘Quattro’ all-wheel drive 
system.
 The 420kW V8-powered S8 performance variant gets 
predictive active suspension, a sport differential and dynamic 
all-wheel steering included as standard. It promises 0-100kph time of 
3.8sec.
 Audi has confirmed that the A8 will not have a full-electric 
variant, with the flagship sedan set to be replaced by the production 
version of the Grand sphere concept as the company transitions to 
being an electric-only brand by 2033.

the emissions of its combustion-engined siblings. The facelifted 
G-Class is expected to be revealed later this year, and it may reach 
showrooms in early 2023.
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  oyota Zimbabwe recently enhanced their offering   
  with a more affordable compact SUV to its line-up in   
  the form of the Urban Cruiser. It is available from   
  Toyota Zimbabwe and its dealer network namely Mike  
  Harris, Motor City Toyota, South East Toyota, Croco   
  Toyota Harare, Croco Toyota Mutare, Faramatsi, Gweru 
Toyota, Kadoma Toyota, Masvingo Toyota, and BR Toyota. The 
diminutive cute car is priced from US$24,500.

 Toyota Zimbabwe has gone about transfiguring its so-called 
‘small car’ line-up over the past year, with the introduction Toyota 
Starlet and now the Urban Cruiser. It meets the growing needs for 
SUVs in the African market. Built to be a fun, affordable and compact 
cross-over vehicle, the Urban Cruiser has been designed to play in the 
city during the week, while taking you on your next adventure over 
weekends.

 As one of the most important vehicle segments within the 
local automotive sector, Toyota Zimbabwe anticipates to dominate 
the compact cross over segment locally. Let us take a look as some of 
the details surrounding the newcomer.
Styling
 Its compact crossover silhouette and mild off-road-ready 
appearance means that as a compact segment contender, those in 
the market for the likes of the Ford EcoSport, the Renault Duster, 
Haval H1 and others, will find the Urban Cruiser appealing.
With wheel arch extensions, black plastic side skirts, roof rails, front 
and rear skid plates as well as the option of two-tone paintwork, the 
‘baby’ Cruiser should appeal to a more youthful market versus the 
other Cruiser models within the line-up.

 INTERIOR AND SPACE
 The interior is designed to offer a comfortable space with 
excellent ergonomics and great exterior visibility. The seats are black 
fabric and the rest of the interior is finished off in hard-wearing black. 
Large door pockets provide convenient storage spaces.
 All Urban Cruiser models come with front and a rear electric 
window, rear Park Distance Control, LED headlights, cloth upholstery, 
electrically adjustable mirrors, keyless entry and start, a 

multi-function steering wheel, air-conditioning and a colour screen 
display that offers smartphone functionality, including Android Auto, 
Apple CarPlay, voice command, Bluetooth, and USB functionality. 
From a practicality perspective, the Urban Cruiser offers 328-litres of 
boot space along with a split-folding rear seat, seating for five and a 
braked towing capacity of 1 100kg.

 It has a rugged-urban-styling appeal to it personified with a 
raised stance, textured side and wheel-arch moldings. The front 
features a large radiator grille along two horizontal slats with Toyota 
insignia, chrome accent strips and LED projector headlamps.
The side profile continues the ‘squared-off ’ look, with short overhangs 
that are further accentuated by the black wheel moldings flowing into 
the lower bumper sections.
 Moving to the rear, large rectangular taillights are 
complimented by a large tailgate garnish embossed with Urban 
Cruiser.

T
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 ENGINE
 There is just one engine within the Urban Cruiser range, a 
1.5-litre naturally aspirated motor that produces 77kW and 138Nm of 
torque, allowing for a claimed fuel consumption figure of 6.2 L/100km 
and a top speed of 165km/h for the automatic and 170km/h for the 
manual models. There are two gearbox options, a 5-speed manual as 
well as a 4-speed torque converter automatic.

 SAFETY
 As standard, the Urban Cruiser comes with 2 airbags, ABS with 
EBD/BAS and ISOFIX child seats anchor point on the outer side of the 
rear seats. It has side protection beams. An alarm and immobilizer 
system are also included in all models.

 VERDICT
 From our research, Toyota Zimbabwe seem to be onto 
something good. South Africa is selling close to 900 units every 
month whilst India is selling slightly over 3000 units per month. We 
will give you more about the vehicle once we have test driven it and 
we will have a better idea of what the Urban Cruiser is like on the road. 
What we can deduce right now is that Toyota Zimbabwe now has a 
well-specified and competitively priced contender in one of the 
fastest-growing automotive segments, which should ensure that the 
product is a sales success.

 SERVICE PLAN AND WARRANTY
 The Urban Cruiser range comes with a 3-year/100 000km 
warranty, with service intervals pegged at 10 000km.

SPECIFICATIONS 
Length:    3995mm
Width:     1790mm
Height:    1640mm
Seating Capacity:   5
Engine Capacity:   1.5 litres
Maximum Outpiut:  77 kw @ 6000rpm
Maximum Torque:   138/4400
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  yundai Motor Company’s all-electric IONIQ 5 has   
  received numerous accolades over the past few   
  months – among others a Best Car of the Year Award –  
  and is also making an appearance in the Sony Pictures’  
  film Spider-Man: No Way Home.
  In its latest achievement the IONIQ 5 received one of 
the Autotrader Best New Cars for 2022 awards in America. The IONIQ 5 
is one of only 12 vehicles, including cars, trucks, and SUVs, to receive 
this important award. The experts at Autotrader examined more than 
300 models, ultimately narrowing them down to a list of 12 new 
vehicles that are a “cut above the rest.”
 The Best New Cars for 2022 comprise 12 vehicles selected by a 
team of experts at Autotrader, who collectively tested and ranked new 
models using a range of criteria. They focused on models that would 
be available for purchase within the next nine months and included 
vehicles they think offer significant value or ground-breaking 
technology.
 Hyundai Motor Group’s (HMG) pioneering all-electric 
sustainable mobility models – the Hyundai IONIQ 5 and Kia EV6 – have 
also taken the top spot at the first-ever “Best Cars of the Year” 
2021/2022 Awards. The joint world champions were singled out for 
quality, innovation, design and state-of-the-art technology.
 Both the Hyundai IONIQ 5 and Kia EV6 won the Best Cars of the 

Year 2021/2022 title by beating new models from established premium 
brands, including the Audi e-tron, Ford Mustang Mach-e and Porsche 
Taycan. Each of the top ten places was occupied by a different brand 
covering six countries spread across the world’s top three 
car-producing continents – Asia, Europe and North America.

 The Best Cars of the Year Awards were initiated to produce an 
unaffiliated, unique and totally democratic view of the “best” vehicles 
on offer around the world. The judges include designers, engineers, 
motorsport pioneers, acclaimed journalists, broadcasters and media 
professionals alongside outstanding vehicle retailers, automotive 
consultants, major event organizers and real-world car buyers.
 As the reigning joint world champions, the Hyundai IONIQ 5 
and Kia EV6 will be the star attractions at the ‘Best Cars of the Year’ 
stand at the British Motor Show from 18 to 21 August 2022 at the 
Farnborough International Exhibition and Conference Centre.
 In its movie debut, the IONIQ 5 is featured alongside the 
all-new Hyundai Tucson in Sony Pictures’ film Spider-Man: No Way 
Home. Hyundai Motor’s global marketing campaign will also include a 
new TV spot promoting the IONIQ 5 with actor Tom Holland as 
Spider-Man, directed by Jon Watts. Spider-Man: No Way Home is the 
first film from a Hyundai-Sony strategic partnership, with additional 
marketing schemes to support future films in 2022.

H
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 The IONIQ 5 – Hyundai’s bespoke electric sport utility vehicle 
(SUV) – features a driving range of more than 480 km and is capable of 
ultra-fast battery charging from 10 to 80% in just 18 minutes. It rides on 
Hyundai’s exclusive Electric-Global Modular Platform (E-GMP) that 
allows for more interior space and optimized performance, and forms 
part of the Hyundai Motor Group’s plan to introduce 23 battery electric 
models and sell 1 million battery electric vehicles (BEVs) worldwide by 
2025.

 The Hyundai IONIQ 5 was launched in 2021 as the first model in 
the company’s IONIQ dedicated battery electric vehicle (BEV) line-up 
brand. IONIQ 5’s modern take on retro design includes Hyundai’s first 
clamshell hood and eye-catching V-shaped positioning lamps. The 
front and rear forms of the vehicle merge together at its doors to 
illustrate the “Parametric Dynamics” design ethos.
 By being based on the E-GMP architecture, the fully electric 
SUV has generous interior proportions thanks to the 3 000 mm 
wheelbase with short front and rear overhangs. Such a combination 
delivers exceptional interior space, dynamic performance, ultra-fast 
charging and an optimal in-car experience, all of which adds to the 
IONIQ 5’s universal appeal.
 In the 2021 GOOD DESIGN Awards the IONIQ 5 was named as a 
winner alongside Hyundai’s new STARIA bus in the transportation 
category. Hyundai Motor also triumphed across several other 
categories, including interactive media, household, mobile 
applications and graphic design.
 “We are greatly honoured to be recognized by GOOD 
DESIGN Awards for these important vehicles and innovations,” says 
SangYup Lee, executive vice president and head of the Hyundai Global 
Design Centre. “This honour speaks to the outstanding work of our 

design dream team, who put their passion and heart into this 
project, and our R&D centre engineers who made this achievement 
together. It also reflects the competitiveness of Hyundai’s design 
identity in the global marketplace.”
 Inside the IONIQ 5, a “Living Space” theme runs through 
interior, most notably embodied by the Universal Island, a moveable 
centre console, and flat floor where the batteries are stored. Many of its 
interior touchpoints, such as seats, headliner, door trim, floor and 
armrest, are made of eco-friendly materials, reflecting Hyundai’s 
commitment to a cleaner and more sustainable future for all.
 The IONIQ 5’s Vehicle-to-Load (V2L) capability has also been 
awarded a 2021 Popular Science “Best of What’s New” Award in the 
automotive category. The distinguished award is selected by a panel of 
expert judges and editors from Popular Science magazine.
 With IONIQ 5’s cutting-edge V2L technology serving as a 
charger on wheels, drivers can now power their electrical devices, 
tailgate parties, camping trips, homes during power outages, and even 
other stranded electric vehicles.

 Other recent awards for the Hyundai IONIQ 5 include:
 The 2022 German Car of the Year (GCOTY) award. As winner in 
the “New Energy” category, the IONIQ 5 took part in the final round of 
the GCOTY, where it competed against the winners of the “Compact”, 
“Premium”, “Luxury” and “Performance” categories. The IONIQ 5 was 
eventually crowned as the overall prize winner.
 Green SUV of the Year by the Green Car Journal. The IONIQ 5 
earned the prestigious honour of being selected as Green SUV of the 
Year by a jury of automotive experts and Green Car Journal staff in 
America.
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cockpit fairing gives the bike a new look with 
a hint of cafe racer, a subtle ‘70s vibe that 
looks stunning in the metal, especially as its 
deep candy red paint catches the sunlight. In 
terms of wind protection, the low screen and 
bikini fairing do not turn the thing into a 
touring bike, but they do offer more shelter 
from the cold morning air than the unfaired 
RS. On track the screen offers something 
useful to tuck behind along the straights to 
avoid your helmet smashing into your nose 
once speeds get up into triple digits.

 2022 TRIUMPH SPEED TRIPLE 1200  
 RR FRONT NOSE PROFILE
 The most significant change to the 
riding position comes from the clip-on 
handlebars, which are just over 5 inches lower 
and 2 inches further forward than the bars on 
the naked model. Combined with the 
footpegs, which have been moved up half an 
inch and back 1 inch, this allows a far more 
forward stance on the bike. It is not full-on 
sportbike extreme, but more a halfway 
measure, somewhere between the regular 
Speed Triple and a Daytona 675. On the road 
this definitely feels more natural once you are 
acclimated; it is easier to hang off through 
the turns and easier to brace through the 
pegs with the throttle cranked wide open. 

 When speed limits or traffic impose a 
period of calm cruising, the position is nicely 
balanced enough to let you spread weight 
between your feet, hands, and backside and 
not feel as if all your weight is bearing down 
through your wrists. At 5-foot-8 and riding in 
Kevlar jeans, the leg position felt absolutely 
fine for a few hours out on the road, though 
some of the taller riders in leathers found it a 
little cramped during the last few miles. Then 
again, it hits a sweet spot somewhere 
between the tuck of a full-on sportbike and 
the sit-up stance of the naked model.

  he Speed Triple 1200 RR may  
  not be the full-on superbike  
  we are all still secretly hoping  
  that Triumph will make.  
  However there is absolutely  
  nothing wrong with the 
performance of this new RR. That is my 
resounding impression of the new, sportier 
Speed Triple as I chased old racing mates on 
the track, popped wheelies out of the slower 
turns, and slid into the chicanes. I mean those 
nasty bends like S in the way. If you are 
watching lap times, then sure, it is never 
going to lap as fast as a 1,000cc sportbike. For 
the sheer pleasure of flowing around a track 
though, it is a belter. Place it on the road 
where it belongs, and it is one of the most 
enjoyable sportbikes money can buy.
 2022 triumph speed triple 1200 rr 
parked on country road.
 When Triumph launched the Speed 
Triple 1200 RS earlier this year, it was more 
than just a gentle model update. It was a 
serious jump in power and technology. The 
177 hp RS might have stopped short of the 
headline-grabbing power of the 205 bhp 
Ducati Streetfighter V4, and KTM’s Super 

Duke may make more torque, but the 
smooth, tractable three-cylinder motor in the 
Triumph makes it an easier ride than pretty 
much anything else in the class. The wide 
spread of power means you can use more of it 
in further time, without the need to 
constantly rattle up and down the gearbox. 
Yet with all this newfound power and speed, 
the Speed Triple RS leans itself more than 
ever to being ridden hard and fast, at which 
point you find yourself wanting a little more 
of a sports riding position to work with. Enter 
the 1200 RR.

 SPEED TRIPLE RR DETAILS AND  
 DIFFERENCES
 The new Speed Triple 1200 RR takes 
the basis of the RS and builds it into what 
Triumph calls the ultimate road sportbike: a 
neat, contemporary cockpit fairing, clip-on 
handlebars, repositioned footpegs, 
semi-active Öhlins suspension, and a set of 
Pirelli Supercorsa SP tires—sportbike 
makeover complete. This shift harkens back 
to the very first Speed Triple back in 1994, 
with its clip-on handlebars, aggressive riding 
position and single round headlight. The 

T
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heavy, even after a fiddle with the adjustable 
rate lever.

 2022 TRIUMPH SPEED TRIPLE 1200  
 RR CORNER LEAN ON RACE TRACK
 A confession: In the last track session 
of the day my self-control started to fail me. I 
was out riding laps with an old racing buddy, 
dicing, sliding the bike about, and generally 
being childish. With each lap things got 
dumber and looser, each of us giggling into 
our helmets and taking liberties into the 
turns. As we rolled down pit lane at the end, 
laughing like idiots, it dawned on me that 
neither of us had felt like we needed more 
bike. In the face of a proper, full-fat superbike, 
the Triumph is a little slower steering, a little 
lazier to fire out of corners, generally not 
quite as sharp. The RR is more than capable 
of partying hard on track and putting a 
massive smile on your face.

 2022 TRIUMPH SPEED TRIPLE 1200  
 RR CORNERING ON MOUNTAIN  
 ROAD
 The final thought with the Speed 
Triple 1200 RR involves a comparison to the 
original 1994 bike. That was a hard, aggressive 
bike in its time, designed so that hooligans 
could tear up the streets. The motorcycle 
world has changed a fair bit since then; 
likewise, Triumph is a pretty different 
company now, and the new Speed Triple RR 
reflects that. It is a stunningly finished, 
exquisite-looking bike that makes everything 
absolutely smooth, enjoyable, and easy. This 
poses a question: Is it too refined? It lacks the 
road-shrinking Starship Enterprise feeling of 
outright speed found in Ducati’s 
Streetfighter V4. Next to the wheelie-hungry 
bar-shaking lunatic that is the KTM 1290 
SuperDuke R, the Triumph feels almost 
sensible.
 This means that either version of the 
Speed Triple is the thinking rider’s choice, a 
bike that is more relevant and more usable 
90 percent of the time. The RR gives you 
everything that is great about the Speed 
Triple RS with a smart, contemporary new 
look and a riding position that asks for fewer 
straights and more corners.

 ON TRACK AND ROAD
 On track the riding position makes 
just as much sense; you can concentrate on 
exploiting the never-ending drive from the 
1,160cc motor without the feeling that you are 
constantly hanging onto the bars. While 
pulling the bike into an apex, you can move 
your upper body around freely and shift off 
the inside of the bike without a great big set 
of wide handlebars getting in the way. During 
pure track use, I did find my boots touching 
down early, but not to the degree that it 
spoiled the fun. Just be ready for a slight 
increase in the toe slider budget.
 Aside from the obvious styling and 
ergonomic differences, the biggest 
technological change over the RS is the 
inclusion of Öhlins’ Smart EC 2.0 
electronically adjustable semi-active 
suspension package. The semi-active aspect 
of this system refers to electronic control of 
compression and rebound damping 
adjustment in the fork and shock while 
riding. This works within a number of preset 
modes offering more comfort or more 
dynamic performance, continuously 
adjusting and optimizing damper settings as 
the bike is ridden. The system also offers a 
degree of customization which lets you select 
changes to aspects of the bike’s handling, 
e.g., corner entry, braking, corner exit, and 
then modifies the damper settings and 
programming to suit. Switching between the 
riding modes gives a noticeable difference in 
both comfort and how much the bike pitches 
under braking or acceleration.

 2022 TRIUMPH SPEED TRIPLE 1200  
 RR OHLINS SUSPENSION DETAILS
 Between the perfectly smooth roads 
of Ronda and the newly resurfaced race track, 
we did not get an opportunity to see just how 
far the range of this suspension extends. I 
would like to get it onto some more bumpy, 
technical roads and see just how much scope 
the semi-active damping has.
 Almost every element of the Speed 
Triple feels finely balanced; the chassis is 

nimble enough to hustle the tight sections of 
the road without feeling twitchy or 
overaggressive. The engine has a huge 
spread of available power, letting you ride the 
wave in third gear through corners that 
would have you up and down the box on 
other bikes. There is enough horsepower for 
serious progress, but never so much that the 
chassis (or your brain) feels overwhelmed.

 2022 TRIUMPH SPEED TRIPLE 1200  
 RR RACING AT TOP SPEED ON RACE  
 TRACK
 The riding position is sporty without 
being uncomfortable and the electronics 
package offers enough support to keep you 
safe without stepping too hard on the toes of 
fun. Except, that is, when it resets from track 
mode every time you park; that bit has a 
touch of the fun police about it. The only 
other tech complaint is the feel from the 
front brake; there is loads of power. There was 
never a problem getting the bike stopped, 
but lever feel is a little too soft and a little too 
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������������������������������� but the slick and responsive automatic is a 
great companion if you are likely to spend a 
lot of time in traffic and want to give your left 
leg a rest.

 That said, if you really enjoy your 
driving, there are sharper alternative coupes 
in terms of handling – the Mustang’s big, 
weighty V8 up front hurts its ability to dart 
into corners and the Ecoboost model does 
not feel that much more agile. Ford’s optional 
(but expensive) adaptive MagneRide 
suspension does a good job of stopping the 
Mustang’s body roll too much in bends, and 
improves the Mustangs comfort on battered 
roads in its softest setting, but ultimately it 
never reaches the level of comfort you will 
experience in alternative coupes.

 At least going for a Ford Mustang 
ensures that you are treated to lots of 
standard equipment. Even the Ecoboost 
model gets things like 19-inch wheels, LED 
headlights, adaptive cruise control, electric 
front seats, climate control and a heated 
steering wheel. Stepping up to the V8 adds a 
sports exhaust system, black alloy wheels and 
beefier brakes.

 So, there is plenty to love about the 
Ford Mustang. Its iconic styling for starters, 
plus the fact that it offers ridiculously 
addictive V8 performance and noise for 
comparatively little money is a bonus. You 
will just have to put up with the Mustang’s 
average comfort, handling and quality.

  his is one car that never  
  made it to Zimbabwe.   
  DRIVEtorque is not sure why  
  but it might be due to the  
  pricing.
  There is absolutely no doubt 
that the Ford Mustang offers you a lot of car 
for your money versus alternative coupes 
such as the Audi A5 or BMW 4 Series. How 
Ford manages to offer such value is less of a 
mystery especially when you get into and 
spot the hard-black plastics used all over its 
interior. In short, if you are used to Audi or 
BMW levels of quality, you will be 
disappointed.
 There are positives to be found, 
though. The hooded dashboard and three 
circular air vents are throwbacks to iconic 
Mustangs of old, for example, and a 12.0-inch 
multi-function digital instrument binnacle 
helps make the cabin feel more modern, 
although it isn’t as visually impressive as the 
one you’ll find in the Audi A5.
 Unfortunately, the directions on the 
Mustang’s standard 8.0-inch sat-nav screen 
are hard to follow at times, so it is better just 
to use the more intuitive maps on your 
smartphone via the standard-fit Apple 
CarPlay and Android Auto. The system’s 
onscreen buttons are relatively small, too, 
making them hard to hit on the move.
 Despite these modern luxuries, the 
view you get over the sprawling bonnet is 
very much old-school Ford Mustang; and, 
from the spacious front seats, you get a more 
commanding view of the road than in some 
crossovers.
 However, if you are expecting 
crossover levels of rear-seat space, you will be 
disappointed: adults will find it tight on long 
journeys, and even small children can feel 
cramped. On the upside, while the boot’s 
high lip makes it tricky to load and unload, 
the coupe Fastback has a healthy 408-litre 
capacity, so you will get a pushchair or large 
suitcase plus extras into there with no 
problem.

 No Mustang would be complete 
without a rumbling V8, so you will be pleased 
to hear that Ford offers a huge 5.0-litre one 
with 450hp. Together with its standard active 
sports exhaust, there are few finer sounds in 
the world of motoring. It will sprint from 
standstill to 62mph in a little over four 
seconds if you are in a hurry. Expect it that 
you will use lots of fuel, though, for while 
30mpg is possible at a motorway cruise, that 
will quickly turn to less than 20mpg on a 
winding B-road.

 The Mustang’s V8 engine rumbles 
like a sumo wrestlers’ stomach that is a year 
into the Breatharian diet.
 You do not have to choose the V8, 
though – there’s also a 2.3-litre four-cylinder 
Ecoboost petrol engine that is just a second 
slower to 62mph and returns better 
combined-fuel economy than the V8’s official 
32.1mpg. The trouble is, the 5.0-litre V8 is so 
central to the Mustang’s appeal that you 
would be bonkers to let your head do the 
talking. Ultimately, the Ecoboost just 
somehow feels and sounds inferior.

 With both engines, you can have 
either a six-speed manual or a 10-speed 
automatic gearbox. The former is good 
enough to make it worth considering if you 
are after a more engaging driving experience, 

T
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  hinese number one bakkie in Southern Africa has   
  been rejuvenated. After decades of service to the   
  Southern African there is more good news. Fleet and   
  business customers, as well as leisure and lifestyle   
  customers seeking a utility vehicle that truly is a   
  versatile workhorse, Haval Motors SA (HMSA) is happy 
to announce that a new and upgraded version of the effervescent 
Steed range will be available in GWM dealerships across the country 
from mid-December and again after the festive break. Deliveries to 
dealerships will resume early in January 2022. The new generation 
Steed will replace the current Steed 5, Steed 6 & Steed 5e. Haval is 
represented locally by Zimoco.
 As is commonplace with the bestselling Chinese Bakkie brand 
in Southern Africa, there is no “skimping” on technology and safety 
when it comes to this value proposition working bakkie. Overall 
changes include specification upgrades, design changes & engine 
power delivery improvement to name but a few upgrades. The vehicle 
remains on the same tried and trusted chassis as the outgoing Steed.
There will be two grades available  - the “S” grade which is a workhorse 
level specification & the “SX” which is a mid-grade specification level.  
 Both the Single and Double Cab Facelifted Steed share the 
same diesel engine paired with a 6-speed manual transmission. The 

petrol Steed powerplant will be discontinued in lieu of the greater 
diesel powerplant gains in terms of performance and fuel economy.
 In December last year, the AA released NCAP results that did 
not bode well for the Steed even though the very base model was 
tested. The vehicle in question was the entry level without Airbags or 
ABS. Taking this extremely seriously, the R&D and product planning 
teams both domestically and in China, jumped to action and in just 12 
months later we bring you a vehicle that is not only updated, but 
moreover even safer than ever before. With the launch of this new 
generation Steed, we are delighted to announce that all our Steeds 
now come with dual airbags and ABS as standard equipment across 
the range.
 The model line-up for the 2022 Steed is split as follows, Single 
Cab will be available in 2.0 S 4x2 6MT; 2.0 S 4x4 6MT; 2.0 SX 4x4 6MT, 
again only in diesel derivatives. The Double Cab offering is 2.0 SX 4x2 
6MT and 2.0 SX 4x4 6MT.
 What’s different? Starting with the exterior, the new Steed 
offers a new front grille and bumper. The bumper is also colour coded 
and there is an addition of an outer tie down. The interior features a 
black luxury trim change with the overall look and feel of the outgoing 
Steed 6 interior. The S & SX grade will feature the same single din 
AM/FM radio with USB port is available on the radio deck itself.

C
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CURRENT STEED

Power (kW@rpm) Torque (Nm@rpm) Power (kW@rpm) Torque (Nm@rpm)

105@4000 305@ 1800-2800 110@4000 320 @ 1400 - 2800

NEW STEED

END

KEY SPECIFICATIONS BY GRADE
“S” GRADE:
• Power Steering
• Outer tie down Hook rail
• Remote Central Locking
• Dual Front Airbags
• Radio AM/FM with USB
• Power adjustable mirrors + Electric windows
• Manual Aircon
• 16” Steel Wheels
• Electronic 4WD (2H, 4H & 4L modes): 4x4 Model Only

 Note: * - Upgrade vs previous Steed version without Airbags  
 & ABS +EBD

“SX” GRADE (IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE SPEC ON S GRADE)
• Front & Rear Fog lamps
• Rear Bumper & Rear park Distance Sensors*
• Guard Rail (Single Cab only)
• Partial Leather seats & Steering
• 16" Alloy Wheels + Tyre Pressure Monitor*

• ABS + EBD
• Power adjustable mirrors + Electric windows
• Auto Aircon (Double Cab Only)
• Chrome plated Front Grille & Door Handles

 Note: * - Upgrade vs previous

 As you can see the new Steed is packed with updates and 
technology plus increased levels of safety across the range. That is 
what you can definitely expect from SA’s most loved Chinese bakkie 
brand.
 In terms of engine performance, the numbers do not lie, and 
the increases are clear. Engine output is increased by 5kw & 15Nm on 
the new range in comparison with the outgoing model, with the 
torque being delivered earlier in rev range @1400rpm some 400 Rpm 
lower than before so turbo lag is greatly reduced while throttle 
response and power improvements leading to a more linear curve.

It will carry a service warranty of 3 years/100 000 km.
Steed, the original work horse just became even more attractive!

  he automotive industry and mining are intrinsically   
  linked, even though it may not seem so obvious. The   
  mining industry heavily relies on fossil fuels for its   
  day-to-day operations but could take advantage of the  
  latest automotive advances to reduce its carbon   
  footprint. With growing concerns over climate change, 
many countries are aiming to replace petrol and diesel cars with 
electric versions. The mining industry could do the same; by replacing 
their trucks, loaders, and other equipment with electrified 
equivalents, they can save much more than the environment.

 ELECTRIFICATION
 As of 2016, there were 2 million electric cars globally, and this 
figure is expected to rise to 41 million by 2040, representing 25% of the 
market. It is not just cars that can be electrified; trucks and loaders 
essential to the mining industry can also be swapped.
 Essential to electric vehicles are lithium-ion batteries. The 
rising demand for lithium is increasing the number of mines 
worldwide. As a result, the price of batteries has dropped by 80% and 
is likely to decrease even more as electric vehicles become more 
prevalent. However, advances need to be made in terms of the range, 
energy, and power capability of lithium-ion batteries, which will, in 
turn, lead to further price drops, thus making the technology more 
viable.
 Furthermore, electric vehicles are better for the environment 
and the health and safety of workers. Electric vehicles do not release 
harmful particulates and gases such as nitrogen oxide that diesel 
engines do. Long-term exposure to these particulates and gases can 
cause breathing difficulties, resulting in lung inflammation and 
asthma. These conditions can be exacerbated in enclosed and 
underground spaces such as mines. However, this becomes a non- 
issue of a problem if loaders are electrified.

 AUTONOMY
 Another obvious change in the automotive industry is the 
move towards autonomous vehicles; it is estimated that by 2030 up to 
70% of new cars could have autonomous features, with 15% expected 

to be fully self-driving.
 In the mining industry, such self-driving vehicles could not 
only help reduce a mine’s carbon footprint but could improve the 
safety of workers. Many fatal accidents, both on the roads and in 
mines, can be attributed to human error. Autonomous mine vehicles 
reduce this risk.
 Autonomous driving capabilities will likely become the norm, 
even in low-end vehicles. The increased connectivity of today’s world 
can allow data flow between vehicles and the wider infrastructure, 
help monitor traffic on mining sites, provide diagnostic and analytical 
tools, and advanced driver assistance systems.

 MINING PROCESSES
 Switching to electric vehicles might be good for the 
environment, but it is going to have a major impact on how the 
mining industry operates. Many of the components required to build 
a vehicle, such as steel, are provided by the mining industry. 
Furthermore, electric vehicles will increase the demand for different 
minerals such as cobalt; indeed, half of the global demand for cobalt 
can be attributed to electric vehicles. There has also been a significant 
increase in the number of lithium and nickel mining projects as these 
minerals are also required for batteries and magnets.
 As the world looks to electrification to improve air quality, the 
demand for key minerals is growing. However, the scale of growth is 
huge and is likely to overshadow supply. The mining industry will have 
to innovate to ensure it can effectively and cheaply meet demand; 
low-cost, rapid techniques will be needed to decrease price and 
optimize extraction to increase output.

 CONCLUSION
 The electrification and automation of mining vehicles are 
estimated to be a $15 billion market by 2028. Investing in innovation 
via technology can be costly and time-consuming but is essential to 
creating longevity in productivity gains. As countries and industries 
are making ambitious commitments to phase out petrol and diesel 
vehicles, the electrification of mining vehicles has an interesting role 
to play.
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displays a different theme for each selected 
drive mode, with animated mode changes 
when the driver scrolls from one to the other.
Smarter, Intuitive Connectivity with SYNC 
4Aiii
 At the heart of next-gen Ranger’s 
technology story is the SYNC 4A 
communications and entertainment system. 
This system offers wireless Apple CarPlay™ 
and Android Auto™ smartphone connectivity 
and displays the latest features used to make 
the SYNC4A system easier to navigate. If the 
customer has cellular coverage, SYNC 4A can 
provide real-time information like fuel 
pricing, traffic alerts and more.

 BIG SCREEN
 Whether the next-gen Ranger is 
equipped with a 10.1- or a best-in-class 12-inch 
infotainment screen, there’s a customisable 
split-screen setup with an 
information-on-demand panel always 
available at the bottom of the screen. This 
displays key information, like navigation, the 
user’s connected smartphone and more.
The team chose a large-format tablet screen 
because it allowed for a good depiction of 
navigation while still leaving room at the 
bottom of the screen for things such as 
climate and entertainment controls.

  ord knows customers want a  
  pickup with a smart,   
  functional interior with a  
  high-level of well-integrated  
  technology. And next-gen  
  Ranger is the smartest 
Ranger yet! It has an enhanced user 
experience that means owners can transition 
seamlessly from home or work to their 
vehicle.
 From the new-generation SYNC®i 4A 
infotainment system to large-format screens 
that behave more like smartphones, and 
digital instrument displays replacing analog 
clusters, next-gen Ranger pushes the 
boundaries of what a smart truck should be 
with its customer-focused technology.
“Customers had an overwhelming 
response to the next-gen Ranger’s new 
interior design and the technologies our 
teams had integrated on the inside,” said 
Graham Pearson, Ranger vehicle program 
director. “Once again, Ranger will re-define 
the segment with a premium interior that 
clearly shows people don’t have to 
sacrifice interior comfort or technologies 
just because they desire a truck.”

 SEGMENT-DEFINING SMARTS
 Next-gen Ranger integrates Ford’s 
latest connectivity and driving technologies 
for a seamless connected experience 
whether customers are using their truck for 
work, family, or play.
 An 8-inch colour, reconfigurable, 
digital instrument panel allows more 
information to be presented to the driver 
than an analog system. Additionally, the 
large-format, 10.1- or 12-inch infotainment 
screens, featuring Ford’s cutting-edge SYNC 
4A communication and entertainment 
system, have helped declutter the dashboard.
Ranger’s electric parking brake and first-in 
class e-shifter bring a more tech feel to the 
interior and allow greater accessibility and 
space to drivers.

 The next-gen Ranger also takes 
lighting to the next level with full LED 
lighting for both front and rear, as well as 
zone lighting.
 The FordPass™ii app enables owners 
to use their smartphone to organise things 
like service scheduling, remote start, vehicle 
location, vehicle health alerts, remote locking 
or unlocking, and activating the heating or 
cooling to the previously set temperature.

 DIGITAL DISPLAY
 Next-gen Ranger has done away with 
a physical instrument cluster for things like 
the speedometer, replacing them with an 
8-inch digital instrument panel that can be 
customised. These displays boast a start-up 
and farewell animation and a digital 
speedometer and tachometer. The graphics 
also feature realistic body-style avatars.
 Depending on the variant, owners 
can toggle between layouts showing 
information such as driver-assist 
technologies, tachometer on or off, and extra 
gauges. There’s also a ‘calm view’, which 
removes information on demand from the 
display.

 As next-gen Ranger features on- and 
off-road driving modes, the instrument panel 

F
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 PREMIUM SOUND
 The B&O®vi sound system in the 
next-gen Ranger went through rigorous 
static and dynamic acoustic testing. The size 
and placement of the 10-speakers was 
purpose-designed and specifically placed to 
fill the cabin with rich, emotional audio and 
maintain both power and clarity even over 
the roughest terrain. The speaker grilles 
boast the iconic B&O radiating hole design 
blending beautifully with the rest of the 
Ranger’s interior. The 660-watt amplifier and 
the enveloping soundstage, created by 10 
speakers, are balanced by intelligent digital 
signal processing for a total sound 
experience, ensuring you never hear just a 
single speaker.

 KEEP YOUR COOL
 Next-gen Ranger also features a new 
climate control system with a compressor 
featuring variable-stroke technology. This 
technology improves refinement through 
reduced compressor cycling and reduced 
engine load resulting in fuel efficiency gains. 
Owners will be able to access the climate 
controls via SYNC 4A or hard buttons at the 
base of the screen. A new sensor is able to 
measure cabin temperature and humidity to 
quickly adjust modes and blower speeds to 
maintain a comfortable cabin in all weather 
conditions. For the first time on Ranger, rear 
console-mounted registers are available, 
improving cabin comfort for those in the 
back seats.

 QUOTES
 “We’ve not only made the next-gen 
Ranger smarter, but we’ve enhanced the 
user experience. Whether it’s being able to 
control certain vehicle features from your 
smartphone via the FordPass™ii app, or 
the inclusion of new-generation 
infotainment, we’ve improved the 
interface between driver and vehicle.”
Chris Clarke, connectivity applications 
supervisor:
“The new SYNC®i 4A screens are a huge 
change for Ranger, and the addition of the 
latest-generation SYNC 4A system delivers 
the sort of experience that customers 
expect from their smartphones. It’s got 
more computing power and better 
machine learning, and it’s more intuitive 
for users. More than that, we’ve been able 
to declutter the dashboard and make 
accessing vehicle settings both easier and 
quicker.”

 FORD POWER-UP UPDATES
 The next-gen Ranger also will be 
fitted with an embedded factory-fitted 
modem allowing connectivity on the go 
when linked with the FordPass App, so 
customers can stay connected to their truck. 
Ranger also is designed to evolve over time. 
In the future, customers will be able to secure 
Ford Power-Up updates, which offer 
enhancements from updating the SYNC 4A 
software, to upgrades that improve the 
vehicle’s quality, capability and convenience 
without the need to schedule a service.

 DIGITAL OWNER’S MANUAL
 No more searching through 
hundreds of pages. Next-gen Ranger drivers 
will be able to access a digital owner’s 
manual, useful how-to videos, plus in-depth 
information on vehicle features and a whole 
lot more – all available through the SYNC 4A 
touchscreen.

 FEWER BUTTONS, MORE   
 CAPABILITY
 Many of the traditional driving mode 
controls have been moved from the dash and 
centre console to their own dedicated display 
on the SYNC screen.
 For example, with one button press, 
drivers can go to Ranger’s dedicated off-road 
screen where they can monitor the driveline, 
steering angle, vehicle pitch, roll angles and 
other controls. The cabin climate and 
entertainment can be controlled via the 
SYNC screen, with additional physical 
controls mounted just below the screen for 
quick and easy adjustments.

 LOOK ALL AROUND
 The screen is linked to a 360-degree 
camera to make parking a breeze in tight 
urban spaces or to assist when negotiating 
particularly tricky terrain while out exploring. 
The system allows the driver to see what is in 
front of or behind the vehicle as well as a 
top-down view of the area around the vehicle, 
including blind spots, for added confidence.

CHANGE GEAR
The team fitted the higher variants of 
next-gen Ranger with a first-in-class, 
short-throw e-shifter and electric parking 
brake for a more high-tech feel. This change 
not only allows for greater accessibility for 
drivers, but also provides the opportunity for 
increased advanced driver assist systems 

(ADAS)v, like fully automated parking assist.
 KEEP IT CHARGED
 Next-gen Ranger now allows 
customers to keep their smartphone 
wirelessly charged and connected to SYNC 
4A via a charging pad at the base of the 
centre console. Smartphones also can be 
charged via a cable to a USB port or with the 
available 12V/240V sockets and the 400W 
inverter that bring power to the box.

 LET THERE BE LIGHT
Another segment-first feature for Ranger is 
the new exterior zone lighting system, which 
can be controlled via the SYNC 4A screen or 
the FordPass app on smartphones. This zone 
lighting consists of headlights, puddle lamps, 
number plate lights and cargo box lights. 
These lights can be controlled as a ‘zone’ or 
altogether, which means owners do not have 
to work, camp, or do anything while in the 
dark.

 IN THE PALM OF YOUR HAND
 The FordPass app helps connect 
Ranger owners with their new truck more 
than ever before. It allows them to remotely 
check all sorts of things on their next-gen 
Ranger like the fuel level, odometer, vehicle 
location and more. It can also be used to 
activate the zone lighting, remotely lock or 
unlock the vehicle, and even remote start to 
pre-condition the vehicle’s cabin on a hot day 
or warm it up and defrost the windscreen on 
a cold winter’s day, activating the heating or 
cooling to previously set temperatures. For 
peace of mind, during a remote start, the 
Ranger remains locked and cannot be driven 
away without a valid key being detected.
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• The GWM P-Series was launched in Zimbabwe in 2021.
• John Muswere shares his ownership experience after driving   
 the bakkie for 3 months.
• The P-Series is powered by a 2.0-litre diesel engine.

  n 2021, Zimoco launched its new P-Series bakkie. Its   
  arrival was highly anticipated by Zimbabweans   
  looking for an alternative to the Toyota Hilux and Ford  
  Ranger's likes. They wanted something in the league   
  of the Hilux or even better but without breaking the   
  bank.
 One of those avid fans is DRIVEtorque reader John Muswere. 
He had contacted us last year, saying he had placed his order and 
would keep us posted with some feedback once he took delivery of his 
new vehicle.

 Here's what he has to say:
 “I have now had the GWM P-Series LT 4x4 D/C for 3 months 
and have clocked 2500km, including a trip from Harare to Victoria 
Falls and back, including another from Harare to Nyanga and 
back. In addition, I have done a little rough roading in local Game 
reserves around Hwange. I used it to pick up a new heavy steel 
workbench for my Garage, and tow a boat to Kariba.
 As a highway cruiser, it has performed extremely well. The 
adaptive cruise control functions incredibly well, keeping a set 
distance between you and the vehicle in front of you and 
matching speed perfectly, including braking to match vehicle's in 
front, then gradually accelerating again when the road clears. The 
lane guidance assist, lane centre keeping and blind-spot 
monitoring functions, as well as comprehensive climate control, 
make long drives a pleasure. It is comfortable, powerful and 
surprisingly economical. 
 In Economy mode at 130km/h, it averages 9.8-litres/100km, 
which is surprising for a vehicle this size. In fairness, on a long 
road, it is more like driving a large, well-equipped sedan than a 
bakkie. It will endeavour to keep vehicle speed as close as possible 
to what I set in Normal mode. It is more conservative with 
downshifts in the Economy mode, allowing speeds to drop by 
10km/h below the set speed before selecting the next gear.
 Initially, it takes a little getting used to, as the lane 
guidance assist tries to autocorrect your driving habits. If (for 
example) you approach the near side lane markers through a 
sweeping right turn, it will indicate on the display that you are 

drifting out of your lane and nudge you to correct that. I 
discovered that if you put it into calibration mode, and then take a 
drive using your normal driving style, it learns and adapts very 
well, making the subsequent corrections less intrusive. Of course, 
I turn this feature off around town for it is definitely designed with 
long-distance driving in mind.
 Another unusual twist I discovered (not sure if this is a 
good thing or not ) is that the full touchscreen controls remain in 
effect even while driving, which is great for the passenger, but the 
driver should not actually be taking his attention off the road to 
use it. In mitigation, all functions can be controlled from the 
steering wheel.
 The multi-function driver’s dashboard is as comprehensive 
as the centre display when doing things this way, without 
removing any critical feedback such as speed, fuel consumption, 
distance, time, etc. The driver dashboard being fully digitised 
simply reshapes to provide any additional information required, 
and the ergonomics in that respect are very good. Another feature 
that takes a little getting used to is full 360-degree camera 
assistance for both reverse and forward parking. The ability to 
turn it from front to rear or side at will is handy for maneuvering 
tight spaces.
 The centre console display (as I discovered this quite by 
accident) can also provide full HD video playback and 
multi-format music playback, either from a Bluetooth device, a 
USB stick or an SD Card. This function is also still available while 
driving (again not sure one should have full screen video on the 
centre console while in motion, but it is useful for passengers.)”

 OFF-ROAD
 I have not been on any particularly challenging off-road trails, 
in all fairness.  I did do a little of a hill climb in a local game reserve over 
a small 4x4 only track, and it performed flawlessly. I did not need to 
engage low range, or any of the diff-lock functions.  I did not need to 
change to manual mode and use the paddle shifts either. I hope to try 
a few more challenging 4x4 routes on a trip to the KNP later this year. 
The eight-speed ZF transmission is very smooth and appears to adapt 
to driving style over time, the TOD system does its thing without fuss, 
and I have not had a single instance where I felt it was in the wrong 
cog.
 I made several trips moving my business to new premises, 
towing a double axle 4M trailer fully loaded, along with the bakkie 
loading bay being fully loaded as well. I noticed that the only 
difference was the box selecting first gear to initially pull away in 
instead of usually starting in second gear unladen. Once in motion, 
you can barely notice you are actually towing anything, and the 
blind-spot monitoring and rear traffic crossing alert still worked 
perfectly even with the trailer attached.
 Overall, I am very happy with the vehicle so far. It seems to be 
able to do everything it claims to do and does it extremely well. I have 
had no issues, but should anything crop up, the warranty and service 
plan is very comprehensive. So I am good to go. It is awesome!
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  n unveiling the   
  new-generation PEUGEOT  
  308, Peugeot is writing the  
  latest chapter in the long  
  story of this popular model.
  Stand out exterior styling 
features start with an assertive vertical grille 
proudly framing the famous Lion badge, a 
superbly sleek bonnet, and LED running 
lights, the New PEUGEOT 308 is better than 
ever. An elegant family hatch with the most 
connected and safest range of technology 
and styling enhancements yet.

 ENHANCED INTERIOR DESIGN
 Both externally and internally, every 
detail, has been meticulously developed on 
the 308 Allure.
 Displaying the very latest PEUGEOT 
design language, the New 308 Allure does 
not fail to make a statement.
 Inside the 308 Allure you will find an 
attractive and plush interior enhancing the 
benefits of the PEUGEOT i-Cockpit® layout 
with its trademark compact steering wheel.

 Addressing mounting demand for 
seamless in-car connection capabilities, the 
i-Cockpit® of the new 308 Allure includes the 
Mirror Screen, which duplicates your 
smartphone on the vehicle’s 9.7” capacitive 
touchscreen.  This is a triple-play system 
compatible with Mirrorlink®, Apple CarPlay™ 
and Android Auto protocols.
 The touchscreen also offers rapid 
access to key functions at the fingertips of 
the driver - from dual zone climate control to 
cruise control and all multi-media functions.
The new PEUGEOT 308 Allure is both modern 
and stylish in design whilst offering 
passengers comfort and refinement on the 
move.

I
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 SMART SLEEK AND ELEGANT EXTERIOR
 The PEUGEOT 308 Allure is instantly 
impressive with its perfectly balanced proportions. 
The car exudes a powerful sense of robustness and 
vigour which it owes much to a body design that 
fits closely with the underlying mechanics.
 The sleek new bonnet caps the vertical 
grille, with the central LION badge and the 
PEUGEOT name sculpted into the upper trim. The 
car has a real twinkle in its eye, with the 
headlamp-integrated halogen lights and LED 
running lights producing a distinctive front light 
signature.
 The muscular front bumper aptly suggests 
an impressive cornering capability, and its three 
generous lower apertures ensure effective engine 
cooling. Side recesses accommodate the foglamps.
 The rear lamps show the proud three-claw 
signature night and day bringing the new 308 
Allure’s look into line with the rest of Peugeot’s 
SUV range.  With its short front and rear overhangs 
the new PEUGEOT 308 upholds its reputation for 
excellent manoeuvrability.

 DRIVER ASSISTANCE SYSTEMS AND   
 CONNECTIVITY
 Extended driver assistance on the new 
PEUGEOT 308 Allure extend some of the 
latest-generation systems which include driver 
Attention Alert, Advanced Breaking System (ABS), 
Electronic Stability Program (ESP) and Traction 
Control System (ASR), Electronic brakeforce 
distribution (EBFD), Emergency brake assist (EBA) 
with emergency brake flashing hazard lights, 
automatic drive-away locking, central locking and 
dead locking, anti-theft alarm and super locking (2 
pips) systems, child lock system, unfastened 
seatbelt warning, and ISOFIX.

 ENGINE PERFORMANCE AND DRIVE
 A strong balance of ride and handling with 
the focus being on long-distance cruising comfort: 
low noise levels, a supple ride and excellent 
stability make this model the best choice for 
everyday use.
 This second generation 308 is up to 140kg 
lighter than its predecessor, which ensures strong 
performance and exceptional fuel economy – 
further helped by PEUGEOT’s advanced PureTech 
petrol engine.
 Peugeot’s class-leading engine technology 
is also highlighted in this vehicle with the 
award-winning 96kW PureTech engine. (The 
PureTech engine has won Engine of the Year for 
four consecutive years).
 The blend of performance and economy is 
impressive with a top speed of 204km/h, returning 
a consumption figure of 5.1 / 100km making the 
PEUGEOT 308 Allure the ideal car to zoot around 
town or enjoy long distance family adventures. 
 Exhaust emission controls on the engine 
are designed for efficient pollution reduction; 
high-precision injection control on the 1.2L 
PureTech 130 Stop&Start engine enhances 
combustion efficiency: exhaust gases pass 
through a catalytic converter followed by a 
passive-regeneration particle filter.
 Francisco Gaie, Managing Director at 
Peugeot Citroën South Africa commented: “The 
New PEUGEOT 308 Allure is now more 
competitive than ever. Safety and technology 
are part of the PEUGEOT DNA and this vehicle 
won’t disappoint. The new styling and premium 
interior offer a unique package – it’s a definite 
all-rounder.”
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options. They will use International’s A26 and 
Cummins’ X15 diesels, and can be had with 
manual, automated and automatic 
transmissions. Both vehicles are now 
available for order, with production slated to 
start in mid-January and deliveries starting 
one to two months afterward. The new model 
will replace the current HX, which has been in 
the lineup since 2016.

 EXTREME DUTY CAB
 The new HX’s steel cab comes from 
the LT highway tractor but is reinforced in 
areas of high stress to take the rigors of on- 
and off-road travel. Certain parts are 
fashioned of high-strength steel, and “that’s 
how we save weight,” David Hillman, 
vocational segment manager, said during a 
virtual news conference on Nov.16. 2021. All 
steel is galvanized, and the structure is 
e-coated with a chrome-zinc phosphate 
material to guard against corrosion, and then 
painted in several steps. The inside floor can 
be ordered with a Line-X coating to shrug off 
salt, moisture and other contaminants 
dragged in on drivers’ boots. Line-X does the 
same thing for pickup beds, for which the 
material was developed. The new HX cab 
comes with a 10-year warranty against 
perforation from corrosion.
 Restyled hoods for the axle-forward 
and axle-back versions are made of DCPD, for 
dicyclopentadiene, a composite material said 
to be stronger than fiberglass to better resist 
cracking over the life of the truck. Hoods are 
made in three pieces for economical repairs 
and replacements after minor collisions, and 
they slope down for superior forward 
visibility. Both hoods aquired new character 
lines and the axle-forward’s hood was 
purposely styled to look like the long-nose 
9900i, International’s on-highway model that 
was withdrawn several years ago, Hillman 
said. Bumper-to-back of cab dimensions are 
120 inches for the axle-forward model and 119 
inches for the axle-back.

  ext-gen International HX  
  series trucks and tractors  
  have larger steel cabs and  
  composite hoods. The   
  set-forward axle HX520  
  (shown) has 120-inches from 
front bumper to back of cab and is standard 
with Cummins’ X15 diesel. Set-back axle 
HX620 has 119-inch BBC and comes with 
International’s A26 diesel while the X15 is 
optional. Sleepers in 53- and 76-inch lengths 
are available. Both versions are wired with 
Diamond Logic electrical systems with 
programmable switches that can operate lift 
axles, body controls and accessories.
 The HX, International Truck’s 
vocational model, is going into 
next-generation form with new composite 
hoods and a larger steel cab featuring interior 
refinements. International executives say the 
revised HX, for heavy extreme, is designed 
around drivers and aimed primarily at the 
construction market. They also say their 

overall intent is to improve their share of 
vocational-truck sales.
 The new HX series is the first product 
released under the company’s Navistar 4.0 
strategy and its Project Compass initiative, 
which focuses on flexible, modular design to 
meet customer needs and deliver what they 
say is the best support and service in the 
industry.
 “The new HX series represents our 
most comfortable, durable, technologically 
integrated and driver-focused severe 
service truck ever,” said Mark Stasell, vice 
president of vocational truck business for 
Navistar, the brand’s corporate parent. “It 
is the physical representation of our 
Navistar 4.0 strategy – putting the 
customer at the center of everything we 
do.”
 The new series is available in a 
set-forward steer-axle HX520 and a set-back 
axle HX620, in tractor and straight-truck 
versions, and with 53- and 76-inch sleeper 
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International HX
 For improved maneuverability on 
streets and job sites, the new HX is available 
with dual steering gears and advanced 
anti-lock braking systems that result in 
superior turning, traction and control. The HX 
series continues to offer high-strength 12½- 
by half-inch single-rail frame rails delivering 
3.5 million resisting-bending moment, or 
RBM, to withstand very heavy loads. 
Double-channel frames are also available 
with RBM ratings of more than 4 million RBM. 
Frames and cross members are huck-bolted 
for permanent resistance to loosening and 
undue wear. Frame-rail tops and back-of-cab 
areas are kept clear for easy body mounting. 
A wide range of factory-installed lift axles are 
available, as is a front tow pin rated up to 
150,000 pounds.
 The axle-back HX620 is standard with 
the 12.4-liter International A26 diesel, with 
ratings of up to 500 horsepower and 1,750 
lb-ft. of torque. Cummins’ 14.9-liter X15, with 
up to 605 horsepower and 2,050 lb-ft., is 
optional. The axle-forward HX520 is standard 
with the Cummins X15. 
 Eaton Fuller manual transmissions, 
Eaton Ultrashift automated manual 
transmissions and Allison 4000 series 
automatics are available. Automated and 
automatic transmissions are operated with 
International Truck’s stalk shifter. which saves 
space and allows drivers to keep their eyes on 

the road and job. Hendrickson’s HaulMaxx 
HMX-EX rubber-block rear suspension is a 
featured product. Front axles rated at up to 
22,000 pounds and rear tandems and 
tridems with up to 78,000 pounds capacity 
are available.

DIAMOND LOGIC ELECTRICAL
 “The new HX will come with 
Diamond Logic electrical systems for 
integrated and programmable operation 
of lights and accessories. Body controls 
can be controlled by in-dash switches 
instead of add-on, floor-mounted boxes,” 
Hillman said. The new HX series will be 
supported through On Command 
Connection, the company’s real-time remote 
diagnostics system, offering a 
comprehensive portfolio of connected 
vehicle services.

 Fleet customers and individual 
owners will be able to access the “health” of 
their trucks for easy management of 
maintenance and repair. This system allows 
International Truck and its service network to 
predict parts needs, so dealers have inventory 
on shelves , ready , where and when needed. 
International 360 allows seamless 
communication with the International 
service network for maintenance and repair 
of all makes and models.

 The new International HX Series also 
comes with functional dual external air 
cleaners, both for styling and for increased 
filtration capacity which is critical when 
running in dusty environments. All marker 
lights are LEDs, which provide superior 
nighttime visibility and safety while reducing 
the frequency of repair. The new model is 
easily customizable with optional 
stainless-steel visors, bright-finish mirrors, 
and additional stainless-steel options.
 Inside, the focus was on the driver, 
Hillman said, and the extreme-duty cab 
improves safety, comfort and productivity. 
Overall cab size has been increased. 
Compared to the current model, the cab has 
a more effective HVAC system for comfort 
and larger power windows for improved 
visibility. The expanded cab also comes laid 
out Elite and Diamond Elite trim packages. 
Diamond Elite includes a new line of 
premium heated and ventilated seats, 
allowing drivers to stay focused and 
comfortable, Hillman said. Integrated driver 
assist features from Bendix also help improve 
a driver’s awareness and safety.
 “The cab interior is the driver’s 
command center, so every inch needs to be 
attuned to their needs,” Stasell said. 
“Designed directly from driver feedback, 
the new HX Series is built to be the most 
driver-oriented vehicle in your fleet.”
 Extra-strong frames of the new 

INTERNATIONAL TRUCKS
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Model   Big Bud 16V-747
Length   8,680 mm (341.7 in)
Width   6,350 mm (250 in)
Height   4,260 mm (167.7 in)
Weight (shipping) 43,090 kg (94,997 lbs)
Fuel tank capacity 3785 liters (1000.0 US gal.; 832.6 Imp. gal)
Cabin type  Cab (standard)

ENGINE
Engine model  Detroit Diesel 16V92T
Engine type  Four-stroke, liquid-cooled, V
Cylinders  16
Fuel type  Diesel
Displacement  24.1 L, 24,122 cm2, (1,472.0 cu·in)
Bore and stroke 123.0 mm X 127.0 mm (4.84 in X 5 in)
Compression ratio 17.0:1
Horsepower  973.6 PS (715.9 kW; 960.0 HP) at 2,100 rpm
Torque   3390.0 Nm (345.7 kg·m, 2498.4 ft·lb) at 1,200 rpm
Starter   Electric
Oil capacity:  61.5 L (65 US. qt, 54.1 Imp. qt.)

Coolant capacity:  56.8 L (60 US. qt, 50 Imp. qt.) 

TRANSMISSION AND CHASSIS
Chassis    4×4 articulated 4WD
Steering type   Articulated power
Brakes Pneumatic
Transmission model  Twin Disc
Transmission type  Power shift
Gears    6 forward and 1 reverse
Tyres
Front tires   Ag: 35×38
Rear tires   Ag: 35×38 

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
Hydraulic type   Load sensing
Hydraulic capacity  567.8 L (150 US. gal, 124.9 Imp. gal.)
Pressure   2000 psi (137.9 bar)
Pump flow   60 gpm (227.1 lpm)
Total flow   65 gpm (246.1 lpm)

Company building back in 1977.
 The Big Bud 16V-747 is equipped with 
a 24.1 L (1,472.0 cu·in) V16 diesel engine and a 
power shift transmission with 6 forward and 1 
reverse gears.
 The Big Bud 747 four-wheel-drive 
tractor uses the Detroit Diesel 16V92T engine. 
It is a 24.1 L, 24,122 cm2, (1,472.0 cu·in) V16 
turbocharged diesel engine with 123.0 mm 
(4.84 in) of the cylinder bore and 127.0 mm (5 
in) of the piston stroke. The compression ratio 
rating is 17.0:1. This engine produced 973.6 PS 
(715.9 kW; 960.0 HP) at 2,100 rpm of output 
power.
 The Big Bud 16V-747 is equipped with 
articulated power steering, pneumatic 
brakes, Cab (standard), and 3785 liters (1000.0 
US gal.; 832.6 Imp. gal) fuel tank.

  n 1977 the Big Bud 747 tractor  
  was built in Havre, Montana.  
  The tractor was built by Ron  
  Harmon and the crew of the  
  Northern Manufacturing  
  Company. The tractor was 
built to produce 760 horsepower using a 
16-cylinder Detroit Diesel engine. The tractor 
measures 27 feet long, 20 feet wide, and 14 
feet tall. The tires were specially made by 
United Tire Company of Canada and are 8 
feet in diameter. When the 1,000-gallon fuel 
tank is full the tractor tips the scales at over 
100,000 pounds.
 It was originally designed for the 
Rossi Brothers, cotton farmers in Bakersfield, 
California. The Rossi Brothers used the tractor 
for deep ripping. They owned and operated 
the 16-V747 for 11 years.

 After leaving the cotton farm of the 
Rossi Brothers the Big Bud found its way to 
Indlantic, Florida. The second owners, 
Willowbrook Farms, also used the tractor for 
deep ripping purposes. Willowbrook Farms 
retired the Big Bud and left it to rest.
 In 1997 the Big Bud found its way 
back home to Montana, only 60 miles from 
where it was built. The Williams Brothers of 
Big Sandy, Montana purchased the tractor 
and brought it to their farm in Chouteau 
County. The Williams Brothers use the tractor 
for cultivation purposes, pulling an 80-foot 
cultivator. The tractor can work more than 
one acre per minute, at speeds up to 8 mph. 
Except its new paint job, chrome stacks, and 
a whopping 900 plus horsepower - the Big 
Bud looks pretty much like it did when it 
rolled out of the Northern Manufacturing 
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Full page advert with editorial in 
DRIVEtorque publication

Advert on www.drivetorque.com 
for a month

Advert on DRIVEtorque Facebook 
page for a month

Advert on DRIVEtorque Instagram 
for a month

Product placement for 30 secs on 
DRIVEtorque motoring show on 
Star FM Zimbabwe

Free publicity on Star FM FB page 
with more than 430000 followers

This package includes This package includes

Full Page in DRIVEtorque publication

Segment Sponsorship on DRIVEtorque motoring show on Star FM

15 mins on DRIVEtorque motoring show on Star FM

Leaderboard Banner (728x90px)

You can choose part of a package or structure your own package according to your needs at a premium of 30%

Rates effective - December 2021 Advertisers please contact Vanessa on: 

Mobile : 0774 074 939
Landline : 0242 850 957 / 870 030
Email :  motoring@drivetorque.com
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Next issue - 31st of March 2022
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