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  s we end the first quarter of 2022 , the all new   
  Honda FIT arguably Zimbabwe’s favourite user  
  friendly car focuses on a new design borrowing  
  from the Japanese 'Yoo no bi' custom that   
  recognises the  perfected appealing beauty in 
everyday items and ergonomically satisfying to use for specific 

purpose.

For your reading pleasure, The Bakkie Bonanza treat 
comprises of the Mitsubishi Triton Single Cab, GWM Steed 5 
Single Cab Hard Worker and  the P Series big business Cab 

Bakkie. 
Next-Generation Ford Everest to die for, bold outside, a 
sanctuary on the inside and engineered for pure adventure 

delight.
Check out the amazing Hyundai Tucson : not only an evolution 

but a fantastic revolution
The Chinese JAC Motor’s, 58-year history exporting to more 
than 40 countries, gives us the T8, its most advanced pick-up 

providing increased stability, safety and comfort. 
 

AUTOWOLD unveiled the all-new second-generation mu-X 
seven-seater, 8 airbag SUV and it is making waves.

The new Ferrari Omologata is a treat, a clear descendent of 
Ferrari’s great GT tradition spanning decades of successful 

history.
From Highfields Zimbabwe to high end luxury vehicles, 
footballer Tino Kadewere graces our edition as the AUTONEWS 

maker.

DRIVEtorquers please do take due precaution as the cross 
boarder travel restrictions have been lifted.
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Autonews Maker

autonews maker

Dictionary

auto newsmaker|

/ˈɔːtəʊ njuːzmeɪkə/

a newsworthy person in the motoring industry.

Integrity, wisdom, communicator, self-awareness, gratitude, leaner, influencer, empathy, star, celebrity, respect, superstar, big-name, famous name, household 
name, leading edge, trend setter, disrupter, innovator, big-shot, positive thinker, common sense, luminary, leading-light, leader, focused, mentor, prominent, 
accomplished, goal getter, results-driven, achiever, deliver, talented, team player, intelligence, confidence, accountability, humility, resilience, 
vision

Tino Kadewere - �����������������
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G
  rowing up in Highfield, one of the oldest African   
  residential town areas in Zimbabwean capital city of   
  Harare, Tino Kadewere never stopped dreaming of a   
  better life despite the daily challenges related with his  
  deprived upbringing within an extended township   
  family.
 Perhaps dreaming has something to do with what we will call 
the “Highfield spirit”, a determination embedded in the rich history of 
this iconic place, nestled on what used to be vast farmland in the  days 
of colonial rule. 
 Many years ago during white minority governance, when 
people of colour had not been permitted by the system to penetrate 
the luxurious low-density suburbs of the city, Highfield was home to 
the country’s most prominent blacks, the who’s who of the 
community: politicians, musicians, entrepreneurs, sports stars.
 Lots of names of celebrated Zimbabweans with Highfield 
roots, or those that have resided there at some given time, come to 
mind: The country’s late  state president Robert Mugabe, the late 
world-famous Zimbabwean music great Oliver Mtukudzi, the country’s 
first black cricket captain Tatenda Taibu, business moguls James 
Mushore and Nigel Chanakira to name but a few …

 There are many more we could talk about. This history dates to 
many decades ago when the township was established and took in its 
first residents, many of whom were young professionals or ambitious 
entrepreneurs who were eager to earn respect for themselves and 
their community, in a country whose apartheid segregator policies 
classified all other races above the majority black citizens. 
 So the offspring of the earliest Highfield settlers also learnt to 
aspire for the finer things in life, as limited as opportunities were for 
black Zimbabweans in that era. They worked very hard. 
 Tino Kadewere was raised as such, given that his late father, 
Onias Kadewere, was also a popular footballer who had himself grown 
up on a strong diet of the Highfield way of life. 
 He passed on in 2004, leaving behind four sons, all brothers, all 
good sportsmen, and, interestingly, all car fanatics. The best known of 
the four brothers is of course Tino, one of the discoveries of 
Zimbabwean football over the past 10 years. 
 Today, 26-year-old Tino is a rich footballer, earning thousands a 
week at French club giants FC Lyon following a move there in January 
2020 worth over $2.5 million. True to form, like most highly-paid sports 
stars, the penchant for cars has not escaped Kadewere.
 The ever-smiling and affable forward has invested quite a 
fortune on his vehicles, which are some of the most eye-catching in the 
parking lot of Lyon’s training ground.  
 In 2020 after Zimbabwe clawed back from 2-0 down to Algeria 
to draw the all-important tie 2-2 in the successful bid to qualify for the 
Africa Cup of Nations, Kadewere flew back to his base in France and 
spoiled himself in celebration. 

 He bought a brand new Range Rover SUV, which cost nearly 

$100 000. The former Harare City player posted a picture of himself 
with his lovely wife Sharon, showing off the all-aluminum unibody in 
the garage of their posh mansion. 
 It is said that Kadewere’s fleet of cars are worth over a 
whooping US$500 000! The Range Rover is his favourite car since he 
was a young boy. Other cars that he owns include a BMW 318i as well 
as a VW Jetta.
 Back home in Zimbabwe, Kadewere has transformed  the lives 
of his family members. Everyone in the extended family enjoys the 
kind of luxurious lifestyles they never imagined, all this, thanks to the 
God-given talents of their son, brother and cousin. 
 Tino’s love for cars has seen him ship home quite a few 
immaculate vehicles, which his brothers and cousins drive around in 
and around Zimbabwe, or uses himself when he is on off-season break.
 With a current market value of US$7.15 million, expect 
Kadewere to spoil himself  with more cars. 

 The Warriors forward has recently been linked with a move 
from France to the English Premier League, the richest domestic 
competition in world football.
 Premiership stars are well-known for their carefree spending 
on expensive cars, and that includes Kadewere’s fellow countryman 
and international teammate Marvelous Nakamba.
 In a recent issue of this magazine, we featured Aston Villa 
midfielder Nakamba, whose most expensive vehicle is a $400 000 
Lamborghini Aventador. 
 As for Kadewere, a move to the EPL will without doubt also 
increase his appetite for the best that money can buy. 
 So much for a life of opulence and comfort. From a Highfield in 
ghetto background, to a high field in lifestyle in the true sense of the 
word. 
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• The Range Rover is all-new for 2022
• Range Rover SV coming in 2023 with ultra-high-end features   
 and trim
• All-wheel steering is standard
• Range Rover plug-in hybrid (PHEV) is due in 2023 with 320kW  
 and a range of 100kms
• Battery-electric Range Rover will arrive in 2024

  uxury SUVs are a dime a dozen these days, but few   
  carry the Land Rover Range Rover name recognition.   
  The premium sport utility has coddled celebrities,   
  world leaders, and well-heeled families for decades.   
  Land Rover gives the Range Rover an overhaul for the  
  2022 model year to keep its star shining bright, 
bringing new styling inside and out, updated tech, and new 
powertrain options.
 Land Rover offers the new Range Rover in standard- and 
long-wheelbase configurations and three primary trim levels: SE, 
Autobiography, and First Edition. Land Rover’s Special Vehicle 
Operations will have a hand with a new SV trim that will arrive in 2023 
with ultra-luxe interior features and exclusive design touches.
 In proper form, Land Rover notes that the fifth-generation 
Range Rover’s design features “breathtaking modernity,” but most 
people will view it as an evolution of the SUV’s iconic shape. According 
to the automaker, the form owes its familiarity to three main lines: The 
SUV’s gently sloping roof from front to back, a strong beltline (where 
the doors meet the windows), and a rising sill line (rocker panels). 
 The effect is immediately familiar but more modern and 
better refined than previous Range Rovers. The new SUV also features 
a stronger boat tail shape thanks to its slim taillights and tucked rear 
bumper.

2022 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER SWB INTERIOR DASHBOARD
While on the outside it may appear that the Range Rover is not much 
of a step forward, improvements made to the cabin through chassis 
refinements, tech updates, and feature additions are more than 

���������������������������������������
noteworthy. 
 Land Rover says that its goal with the 2022 Range Rover is to 
minimise stress, distractions, and sound. The cabin features speakers 
built into the headrests of all seats that join a total of 35 speakers to   
provide a noise-cancelling signal. Adaptive air suspension 
pre-emptively adjusts to changing road conditions using the Range 
Rover’s navigation system.

L
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 The SUV rides on a new MLA-Flex platform, which helps it 
maintain body control and deliver a smoother ride. The new 
architecture offers standard- and long-wheelbase configurations for 
the Range Rover, the latter of which is offered in an ultra-plush 
5-seater setup for the first time. 
 Power-assisted doors are another first for the Range Rover, 
and front-seat occupants can control all four doors from the vehicle’s 
infotainment touchscreen.
 When the Range Rover SV arrives, its interior will feature 
several upgrades over the standard model. Land Rover says that 
plated metals, ceramics, mosaic patterns, and near-aniline leathers 
will be available. The automaker will also offer non-leather premium 
materials on the 24-way power seats with massaging functionality.

UNDER THE HOOD - FIND THE BEST LAND ROVER DEALS!
Three powertrain options are on offer for the 2022 Range Rover. 
Joining the existing mild-hybrid V6 and twin-turbo V8 is a new 
extended-range PHEV model. 
 It uses an inline 6-cylinder engine, a 38.2-kWh battery, and a 
105-kW electric motor. The system delivers 100kms of all-electric 
driving and a combined 320kW.

 The base engine is a turbocharged 3.0-liter inline-6 with a 
mild-hybrid system that delivers 291kW and 550Nm of torque. The 
twin-turbo 4.4-liter V8 offers 385kW and 750Nm of torque. The Range 
Rover SV will come standard with the twin-turbo V8.
 All new Range Rovers will come with standard all-wheel 
steering, which helps manoeuvre the big SUV in tight spaces and 
improves high-speed stability. Land Rover notes that a full-electric 
Range Rover is on the horizon for the 2024 model year.

SAFETY SYSTEMS - FIND THE BEST LAND ROVER DEALS!
The 2022 Range Rover is available with safety features that include:

 • Head-up display
 • Blind-spot warning
 • Rear cross-traffic alert

 • Lane-keeping assistance
 • Adaptive cruise control
 • Driver-condition monitoring
 • Parking aids
 • Traffic sign recognition
 • 3D Surround-view camera

 No Land Rover models have been crash-tested by either the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) or the 
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). This is because of their 
low-volume sales and the expense behind testing every vehicle, every 
model year.

INFOTAINMENT AND TECHNOLOGY - FIND THE BEST LAND ROVER 
DEALS!
Jaguar-Land Rover has invested considerable effort into improving its 
Pivi Pro infotainment software, and the results are impressive. The 
new Range Rover runs the software on a 13.1-inch touchscreen with a 
13.7-inch configurable digital gauge cluster. 
 The new screen provides haptic feedback when it registers a 
touch input, which Land Rover says will reduce distraction and make 
the system more intuitive.
 Voice controls allow input for music, phone, navigation, and 
more, and the system can receive over-the-air updates to add new 
features and refine existing functionality over time. The SUV is 
available with a rear-seat entertainment system with dual 11.4-inch HD 
touchscreens.

OTHER FEATURES INCLUDE:
 • Wireless Apple CarPlay and Android Auto
 • Amazon Alexa
 • Qi wireless charging
 • SiriusXM satellite radio

 The list of Range Rover competitors reads like a who’s who of 
high-end luxury SUVs and includes the BMW X5, Lexus GX, 
Mercedes-Benz GLE, Porsche Cayenne, and Volvo XC90.
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Rear Suspension System with Rigid elliptic leaf spring are mounted 
upper the rear axle for Triton, together with shock absorber. Provides 
comfortable riding and stable driving by suspension optimization 
and shock absorber tuning.

DUAL SRS AIRBAGS
Dual SRS airbags supplement the seatbelts with pretension and 
force limiter by providing driver and passenger protection from 
frontal impact.

The 4x2 is priced from USD28 000 whilst the 4x4 is starts at 
USD35000 at Zimoco. The 4x4 is Triton single cab is available ex 
stock. 

SPECIFICATIONS
Engine Type:   MIVEC DOHC Intercooled Turbo Diesel 
Fuel System:   Common Rail Direct Injection
Max. Output:   133kW@3500rpm 
Max. Torque:   430Nm@2500rpm 
Transmission:   5-speed M/T 
Ground Clearance:  220mm
Fuel Tank Capacity:  75litres
Fuel Consumption:  7.5L/100km

MITSUBISHI TRITON SINGLE CAB BAKKIE (AVAILABLE EX-STOCK)
Engine, Aluminum Alloy Block, 2.4 L Common Rail Direct Injection, 
4-cylinder DOHC 16 v, Variable Turbo Charger, Intercooler, maximum 
output power of 133kW at 3,500 rpm and maximum output torque of 
430 Nm at 2,500 rpm. 20% improvement in fuel economy from 
previous model.

VG TURBO
Variable Geometry Turbo, Optimized compressed air intake to be 
related with engine speed operation, Variable turbo charger which 
control and generate compressed air intake and exhaust ratio 
effectively to continue high torque output for all speeds operation of 
engine (Both High speed and Low speed). 

HIGH QUALITY STEEL CHASSIS FRAME
The new Triton uses a chassis frame with superior durability and 
toughness. The new development for more effective reinforcement 
has increase to resist bending including larger body mounting 
between chassis and frame to provide all driving condition, pick up 
carry and freight.

TOUGH SUSPENSION
Independent-Double Wishbone with Coil Springs with Stabilizer Bar.

���	���	���
�����������
��

���

 ����������
����
������

Bakkie
Bonanza



DRIVEtorque MARCH 2022 | PAGE 9www.drivetorque.com

but we have requested a test drive of the 2022 Steed to assess the 
bakkie along our 100km combined cycle fuel loop in Johannesburg. 
Ensure  that you are subscribed to our newsletter, that way you do 
not miss that road test coming up soon. The Workhorse has been 
designed to tackle challenges head-on, so leave the hard work to the 
new Steed 5 Facelift.

MORE AND MUCH MORE
GWM Steed S models come with Power Steering, ABS and EBD, 
Outer Tie-Down Hook Rail, Remote Central Locking, Dual Front 
Airbags, Radio with AM/FM with USB port, Power Adjustable Mirrors, 
Electric Windows, Manual Aircon, and 16-inch Steel Wheels. 
 GWM Steed SX models come with the above spec as well as 
Front and Rear Fog Lamps, Rear Bumper and Rear Park Distance 
Sensors, Guard Rail for the Single Cab, Partial "Leather" Seats and 
Steering Wheel, 16-inch Alloy Wheels, Tyre Pressure Monitor, Auto 
Aircon (Double Cab Only) and Chrome-plated Front Grille and Door 
Handles.

SPECIFICATIONS
Transmission type:   6 (manual)
Power maximum (kW):  110
Power peak revs (r/min): 4000
Torque maximum (Nm): 320
Torque peak revs (r/min): 1400-2800

GWM STEED 5 SINGLE CAB BAKKIE (AVAILABLE EX-STOCK)
The Hard Worker
Introducing the new GWM Steed 5 Single Cab Facelift. With hard 
work in mind, we have created the ultimate workhorse tool to assist 
in growing your business from strength to strength and to move you 
and your family from A to B in style and comfort. Based on a rugged 
ladder-frame chassis and featuring a double-insulated load bin with 
several tie-down points, the Steed 5 Facelift is ready to handle the big 
jobs so that you do not have to. All Steed 5 Single Cab Facelift models 
now vaunt a more refined and polished look with the upgraded 
bigger grille. Additional features include remote control locking, 
radio and USB, two low tone speakers, electric windows, electric 
adjustable side mirrors, and electric height adjustable headlamps. 
With this tough, feature-packed workhorse you could just about take 
over the world!

PERFORMANCES 
The numbers do not lie in terms of engine performance, and the 
increases are apparent. Engine output is increased by 5kW and 15Nm 
compared to the outgoing model, with the torque being delivered 
earlier in the rev range at 1400rpm some 400rpm lower than before, 
so turbo lag is significantly reduced.
 The 2022 Steed range offers 110kW at 4000rpm and 320Nm of 
torque between 1400rpm and 2800rpm. GWM has not provided 
official fuel consumption figures for the upgraded engine just yet, 

on and off the road.

INTERIOR
The cabin of the P-Series is in our opinion one of the best 
value-for-money interiors ever featured in a single cab. Unlike other 
brands which pay a little less attention to their cabins, the P-Series 
has certainly pulled out all the stops to make sure their driver and 
passenger remain comfortable. Stepping inside you can expect a 
range of features such as a 9-inch touchscreen interface 
infotainment system that offers both Apple Carplay and Android 
Auto as well as a reverse camera, that comes in handy when 
manoeuvring this massive bakkie. 
 Its seats also proved to be quite comfortable and although 
we can critique the cabin’s not-so-great sound system, it is important 
to remember that this is perhaps one of the best value for money 
single cab on the market. 

SPECIFICATIONS
Power maximum (kW):  120
Torque maximum (Nm):  400
Engine size (l):   2 Litre
Turbo:     Yes
Towing Capacity:   1100
Fuel Tank:    78 litres Diesel
Transmission:    Manual 

GWM P SERIES CAB BAKKIE (AVAILABLE EX-STOCK) 
The Big Business Bakkie
When you Seeing the P-Series single cab in person, its gigantic size 
will baffle you. The load bin is massive. Seriously the folk needing to 
move big things will never go wrong with the P-Series single cab.  
Outside, the P-Series proves to be quite stylish too with the front 
coming with a black meshed pattern grille. On the road, its instantly 
recognizable with its large 17-inch alloy wheels guaranteed to 
capture all bystander’s attention. There are some things to fault its 
exterior however as the parts do feel like it is made from lower 
quality. This is where that value for money decision really comes to 
play as although it looks large and mighty in person, will it be durable 
when it comes to doing the heavy lifting?

PERFORMANCE
At first, the P-Series may not look as intimidating as one would 
expect but trust us, its 2.0-litre turbocharged diesel engine more 
than delivers. Producing a neat 120kW of power and 400 Nm of 
torque, the P-Series proves that it can certainly handle its own on the 
road. The only big critique however must be its turbo delay, which is 
not exactly consumer-friendly given how massive its single cab is. 
The single cab does only come in a 6-speed manual transmission, 
which may seem a bit intimidating at first but proves to be quite 
delightful to handle. Overall, its drive packed quite a decent amount 
of power and despite its larger-than-life statue, was quite enjoyable 
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Germany’s Auto Motor und Sport magazine 
and “Best Design Concept” at the 
prominent international Red Dot Design 
Awards.
 The New 500 is proudly produced in 
Italy in the - completely new - Mirafiori plant 
in Turin, a centre of excellence for the 
production of electric vehicles, where the 500 
is back after 50 years. The Mirafiori plant is 
part of the FIAT Ecosystem that sees the New 
500 in the centre. The Ecosystem is 
composed of the V2G “Vehicle-to-Grid” - the 
largest electrified hub in Europe - thanks to 
that the BEV vehicles can store electricity 
which can then be fed back into the city grid 
in the event of higher demand from users. 
The Stellantis & You Torino, a place created to 
“shake up” the market: the new face of 
mobility.
 And to complete the FIAT Ecosystem, 
the new Casa 500 and La Pista 500 were 
inaugurated few weeks prior.
 Casa 500 is not a conventional 
museum, it is a journey into FIAT’s future, 
starting off from its roots: The Dolce Vita, the 
Italian spirit. La Pista 500 is the largest roof 
garden in Europe and has a deeply symbolic 
value, as does making it a green lung for the 
city and the people.
 Launched in March 2020, the New 
500 has already collected  over 20 
International awards from 6 countries.
 The New 500 is the first most sold car 
with 24% of market share in the city car 
segment in Europe, leader in the EV city car 
market in 13 countries and the most sold in 
the entire EV market in Italy. In addition, after 
the launch in Europe, Israel and Brazil, the 
New 500 is on its way to becoming the first 
global, “all-in”, all-electric, city car.

• The New 500 won the award by Le  
 Moniteur Automobile, a Belgian car  
 magazine.
• It has been named “Best Car 2021” in  
 the small electric car category.

  oted for by readers of the  
  well-known Belgian   
  magazine, the New 500 has  
  been praised for its advanced  
  technical specifications, the  
  choice of several body 
variants and its iconic design.
 The New 500 has received its 19th 
award in Belgium as “Best Car 2021” in the 
small electric car category voted by the 
readers of Le Moniteur Automobile, one of 
the most important automotive media 

outlets in Belgium.
 Presented for the first time by the 
magazine, this award reflects the preferences 
of its readers, who resoundingly voted in 
favour of the iconic Fiat model. Readers of Le 
Moniteur Automobile have praised the 
model's iconic design, as well as the wide 
range of body styles on offer (hatchback, 
cabrio and 3+1), confirming the New 500 as a 
real object of desire.
 The award adds to the many trophies 
hauled in by the New 500; these already 
include “Green Car” at the French 
Automobile Awards 2020 and Driving 
Electric’s “Car of the Year and Best Small 
Electric Car”. On top of these prestigious 
international acknowledgments, it has also 
received the “Best Design 2020” award from 

V
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  ormula One F1 - Bahrain Grand Prix - Bahrain    
  International Circuit, Sakhir, Bahrain - March 20, 2022   
  Ferrari's Charles Leclerc celebrates on the podium   
  after winning the race with second place Ferrari's   
  Carlos Sainz Jr. 
  Ferrari ended a 45-race winless streak on Sunday to 
start Formula One's new era with a flourish and a one-two finish in 
Bahrain that sent the sport's oldest and most glamorous team back to 
the top.
 Charles Leclerc's pole to flag victory, with fastest lap, was a first 
for the Maranello team since Singapore 2019 when four times world 
champion Sebastian Vettel led Leclerc in a one-two.
"Mamma Mia!" exclaimed the Monaco driver after crossing the line to 
trigger wild celebrations and the sound of the Italian anthem.
 While Leclerc became the first from the Mediterranean 
principality to lead the championship, Spanish team mate Carlos 
Sainz made sure the team secured maximum points from the 
evening.
 "Ferrari is back and it’s properly back, with a one-two and 
where the team should have been the last two years," said Sainz, 
who passed world champion Max Verstappen's stricken Red Bull 
before it retired.
 "The hard work is paying off and we are there."
 Ferrari have not won a title since 2008 and slumped to a 
40-year low of sixth overall in 2020 before moving back up to third last 
season.

F

 "A big, big congratulation to Ferrari," said Mercedes' seven 
times world champion Lewis Hamilton, who joined the pair on the 
podium.
 "So happy to see them doing well again. They are such an 
historic, epic team. It's great to see Carlos and Charles up there as 
well."
A delighted Leclerc, who was also voted 'Driver of the Day' by fans, said 
the team could not have hoped for a better day.
 "The last two years have been incredibly difficult for the 
team and we know this was going to be a big opportunity," he said 
after his third career win.
 "Now it's starting in the best way possible... we couldn't 
hope for better. It's incredible to be back at the top."
Team boss Mattia Binotto said the one-two was a relief, and a big 
boost, but also an unexpected outcome on a day that ended in a 
nightmare for Red Bull with Sergio Perez also failing to see the 
chequered flag.
 Verstappen had challenged Leclerc for the lead while Perez 
was heading for the podium before mechanical issues sidelined both.
Binotto -- in one of the hottest of hot seats in world sport -- said the 
closing stages of the race, with a safety car deployment 10 laps from 
the end, had almost given him a heart attack on the pit wall.

�	�������������������������������



DRIVEtorque MARCH 2022 | PAGE 12www.drivetorque.com

headlamps are at the heart of the vehicle’s 
striking visual signature and are standard in 
all Tiggo 8 Pro vehicles.
 The headlights connect to the rear 
lights through the shoulder line, which runs – 
in very unusual fashion – in a continuous line 
from the front to the rear of the SUV.
 Other unique design elements in this 
new Movement Design Tiggo 8 Pro include 
subtle but striking satin chrome finishes 
across the lower air intake, which double as a 
strike plate, the fog lamps, grille, windows 
and lower door section.
 Add to these two load-bearing 
continuous chromed roof rails and a 
panoramic sunroof (added to the Executive 
model) and it is clearly a first-class SUV.
 To round off the design, Chery has 
added LED rear lights with dual fog lights 
and a high-mounted central stop light, 
illuminated threshold sills and 18” alloy 
wheels with a chrome and black design.

• Luxury is standard across the range
• Seven leather seats make Tiggo 8 Pro  
 ideal for business and family travel
• Award-winning 1.6 TGDI engine with  
 7DCT transmission standard
• You can truly have your cake and eat  
 it too.

  ith the launch of the Chery  
  Tiggo 8 Pro, Chery is showing  
  Southern Africans that the  
  world has changed - for the  
  better.
  Gone are the days of quoting 
a list price that excludes all but the most 
basic accessories. Chery takes a full set of 
luxuries as its starting point and then builds 
from there. When it comes to the flagship 
model range, it is First Class all the way.
 Well received the world over
 South Africa is the first right-hand 
drive country in the world to receive the 
Tiggo 8 Pro, and it arrives shortly after its 
debut in other large markets such as South 
America, Russia and the Middle East. Pity 
though, Cherry is not well advertised in 
Zimbabwe

 In Chile, the latest country to launch 
the Tiggo 8 Pro, the launch drew the 
attention of media, customers and 
celebrities, and sales have started 
exceptionally well with Chery ranked as one 
of the five most popular and best-selling 
brands in the country.
 In Russia, where the Tiggo 8 Pro has 
been on sale for a number of months, it is not 
only one of the best-selling luxury SUVs on 
the market, but it was selected as the Most 
Technological SUV and the Most Popular 
Medium-sized SUV in the 2021 SUV of the 
Year Awards.

A striking new design language

EXTERIOR DESIGN
The Tiggo 8 Pro, while clearly sharing the 
family genes first shown by the Tiggo 4 Pro, is 
the first vehicle to demonstrate Chery’s 
next-generation design language.
 Called “Movement Design”, the new 
design mixes bionics and aesthetics to create 
a vehicle that has a fluid design that hides its 
size, while maintaining a striking presence. 
This design also aims to incorporate the 
human and technological elements into one, 
as is best seen in the luxurious interior.
 From outside, the striking 
three-dimensional grille is inspired by the 
stars in the galaxies. It features very tasteful 
chrome “stars” in a black sky, which draw your 
eye into the grille and clearly accentuate its 
design and depth.

 Two fully automatic matrix-LED 
headlamps with dual daytime running lights 
– called Tiger Eyes – flank the grille. These 

W
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 The Tiggo 8 Pro further has 
auto-locking on drive, remote car locking and 
automatic window closing, tyre pressure 
monitoring (TPM), hill assist and downhill 
ascent control (HAC) an anti-theft alarm and 
keyless entry with a push button start as 
standard.
 To further enhance the driving 
experience in the Executive model, Chery has 
added a comprehensive, intelligent safety 
package as standard. This uses an array of 
complex sensors to offer Lane Departure 
Warning (LDW), Automatic Cruise Control, 
Automatic Emergency Braking (AEB), Traffic 
Sign Recognition (TSC), Intelligent 
High-beam Control (IHC), Blind Spot 
Monitoring (BSD), Front Collision Warning 
(FCW), an emergency Brake Override System 
(BOS) and a Door Open Warning and 
Prevention (DOW) system as standard.

CHERY POWER
The Chery Tiggo 8 Pro is powered by one of 
Chery’s award-winning turbo-petrol engines 
with direct injection and intelligent control.
 The 1.6 TGDI was lauded in the China 
Heart engine competition for its high-tech 
design, which allows the engine to reach 
previously unheard-of levels of efficiency that 
benefit both power and fuel consumption.

 As fitted to the Tiggo 8 Pro, the 1.6 
TGDI delivers a maximum power output of 
145 kW at 5 500 rpm and a solid 290 Nm 
across a notably wide powerband between 2 
000 rpm and 4 400 rpm. The engine is mated 
to a seven-speed dual-clutch transmission 
(7DCT) that delivers power to the front 
wheels.
 To best utilise the power and smooth 
engine characteristics, Chery has tuned the 
electric power steering system for improved 
feedback and has added Standard, Eco and 
Sport driving modes. The steering further 
offers Eco and Sport driving modes, where 
the feedback and feel of the steering system 
adjust to the driver intent.

1-MILLION REASONS TO BUY
The Chery Tiggo 8 Pro will follow the example 
set by its smaller sibling, the Tiggo 4 Pro, and 
offers a comprehensive 10-year / 
1-million-kilometre engine warranty. Only the 
original owner is afforded this warranty and it 
is not transferrable. A 5-year / 150 000 km 
general warranty that is linked to the vehicle 
is standard, as is a 5-year comprehensive 
roadside assistance plan.
 Chery will also offer customers a 
comprehensive 5-year / 60 000 km service 
plan as standard with its flagship Tiggo 8 Pro.

INTERIOR DESIGN
Inside, all major controls have been digitised 
in three separate screens. The first is the 
instrumentation panel, which is a large 
horizontal 12.3” high-resolution screen. The 
screen not only displays the necessary 
vehicle information, but dynamically adapts 
to the driver’s needs and can display much of 
the infotainment and mobile phone 
information as well.
 A second screen – 8” wide – takes over 
all climate-control functions. It is worth 
noting that the climate control system is fully 
automatic, dual-zone and fitted with an 
N95-grade air purifying system as standard. 
Executive models further receive a third air 
conditioning system for the rearmost seats.
Mounted in the centre of the dashboard and 
forming the heart of the vehicle controls is 
the infotainment system. This 10.25” 
high-definition floating multimedia display 
takes care of the audio controls, display from 
your mobile phone via Apple CarPlay and 
Android Auto and the image from the reverse 
camera.
 Speaking of the infotainment system 
and central console, all Tiggo 8 Pro models 
offer wireless charging, intelligent voice 
control and crisp clear music through a SONY 
sound system with 8 surround sound 
speakers as standard.
First class space and luxury
 In step with its first-class positioning, 
the cabin of the Tiggo 8 Pro is a truly 
luxurious place to be.
 All seven seats are leather clad on the 
Distinctive model, and should you opt for the 
Executive model, the trim is upgraded to 
black and brown leather with a modern 
diamond-stitched pattern.
 All Tiggo 8 Pro models have a six-way 
electrically adjustable driver’s seat with 
memory setting, and in the Executive model, 
the front passenger also receives four-way 
electrical adjustment and electrically 
adjustable lumbar support.

 It is worth noting that the seats have 
been ergonomically designed and feature 
high-density cushioning to offer the best 
support. This is especially true for the two 
front seats that are shaped to offer greater 

hip and upper-body support.
 The rear seats in both models can fold 
completely flat in a 60:40 configuration.
 Aside from the ample space, Chery 
has ensured that all the creature comforts are 
taken care of. This includes adjustable rear 
seats, three USB ports throughout the cabin, 
a 12V charging port in front and a coat rack 
and armrest in the rear.
 To round off the first-class interior, 
Chery has added ambient lighting and, in the 
Executive model, privacy glass.

NO COMPROMISE ON SAFETY
First class travel implies the best of all worlds 
and this is equally true when it comes to 
safety.
The Chery Tiggo 8 Pro has six airbags as 
standard across the range. These airbags are 
all omnidirectional and have been designed 
to create the maximum protection to all 
occupants. Chery calls this innovation its 
Guard Ring, which keeps occupants safe at all 
times.
 Also standard across the range is the 
full list of safety features usually expected in 
far more expensive SUVs. This includes 
Traction Control (TCS), Roll Stability Control 
(RSC), ABS brakes with Electronic Brake 
Force Distribution (EBD) and Emergency 
Brake Assist (EBA) and of course ISOFIX child 
seat anchors.
 For help at parking speeds, the Tiggo 
8 Pro has rear park distance control (PDC), a 
rear-view camera with dynamic guides and a 
360-degree parking view from its cameras 
mounted in the nose, rear and sides of the 
vehicle.
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  uilt tough and capable on the outside, next-gen   
  Everest’s sanctuary-like interior provides occupants   
  with a comfortable, safe, high-tech and inviting cabin  
  designed for daily duties and long road-trips
  Depending on the market, Everest offers a choice of   
  durable powertrains that includes a new 3.0-litre 
turbodiesel V6, its proven 2.0-litre turbodiesel engines and, from 2023, 
the 2.3-litre EcoBoost petrol engine for select markets
 Ford outlines its “always-on” commitment to customers, with a 
host of services centered around convenience on their terms, for an 
ownership experience designed to make their lives easier
The next-generation Ford Everest makes its global debut today, 
blending adventure-ready capability with exceptional comfort and 
customer-focused technology in a rugged, refined and fun to drive 
SUV.
 Engineered to excite, the next-gen Everest has been built for 
the adventurous – with capability at its core. Inside, premium levels of 
craftsmanship have created a quiet and refined sanctuary for up to 
seven occupants, while class-leading technology and safety make 
every journey more memorable.

RUGGED OUTSIDE, A SANCTUARY WITHIN
Everest’s wider track and longer wheelbase enabled designers to 
create a more progressive, muscular appearance. Ford’s global design 
DNA is reflected in the C-clamp headlamps and strong horizontal 
upper grille bar. The front end also has a mix of horizontal and vertical 

����� ��������������������	���	���
����	�������
�������������������	��������������������������������

B
elements, which add to the stable appearance.
 On the sides, there is a strong shoulder line front to back, while 
the wider track results in a more dramatic swell over the wheels, 
enhancing the strong and modern look.
 What customers requested on the interior was a different story. 
Inside, they wanted a sanctuary.
 Designers also put a tremendous amount of thought into the 
function and feel of the interior, taking inspiration from modern 
homes and bringing in plush materials, premium finishes and ambient 
lighting all in areas where customers can appreciate them the best.
 Everest’s sense of spaciousness is amplified by the full-width 
coast-to-coast instrument panel and centre console with dual 
cupholder recesses, plus dash-mounted ‘pop out’ cupholders for front 
seat occupants. High-series models are equipped with integrated 
wireless charging, a svelte new leather trimmed e-Shifterii and an 
electric parking brake. Depending on the variant, heated and 
ventilated 10-way power adjustable memory function seats are 
available for the driver and 8-way for the passenger. Heated seats are 
also available for the second row, depending on the variant.

CUSTOMER-FOCUSED TECHNOLOGY
In addition to a more refined and comfortable interior, Ford focused on 
incorporating the latest connectivity and technology features into the 
next-gen Everest. Depending on trim level, Everest comes with 8- or 
12.4-inch digital instrument panels that replace the traditional 
analogue clusters. Everest also features large, high-resolution portrait 
10.1- or 12-inch touchscreens.
 Next-gen Everest is loaded with Ford’s latest SYNC® 4Aiii 
system, which comes customer-ready with its voice-activated 
communications, entertainment and information systems. 
Additionally, there is an embedded factory-fitted modem, allowing 
customers to connect to Everest when linked with the FordPass™  
FordPass enhances the ownership experience with features like 
remote start, vehicle status check, and remote lock and unlock 
functions via your mobile device
 The portrait-orientated screen also is linked to a 360-degree 
camera with split-view display to make parking a breeze in tight urban 
spaces or to assist when negotiating particularly tricky terrain while 
out exploring. In addition, customers can control Everest’s new exterior 
zone lighting system via the touchscreen or the FordPass™ which 
means they do not have to park, work, camp or do anything in the dark.
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NEW AND PROVEN ENGINE LINE-UP
Everest customers told Ford that they wanted more power and torque 
for towing, carrying heavy loads and off-roading, so the team selected 
Ford’s proven 3.0L turbodiesel V6 engine and refined it for the Everest. 
It is one of three turbodiesel engine options available at launch, 
depending on the market.
 While the new 3.0L turbodiesel V6 spearheads the line-up, 
next-gen Everest gives customers a choice of engines to suit their 
lifestyles, including Ford’s proven Single-Turbo and the Bi-Turbo 2.0 
inline four-cylinder diesels and a 2.3L EcoBoost petrol engine. 
Depending on the model, either a six-speed automatic or Ford’s 
efficient 10-speed SelectShift automatic will be available.
The Single Turbo diesel engine delivers power, torque and fuel 
economy, while the Bi-Turbo engine is a sophisticated, performance 
variant for customers who want more power but need to maintain fuel 
economy.
 For petrol lovers, the powerful, direct-injection 2.3L EcoBoost 
four-cylinder engine delivers a broad, flat torque curve with maximum 
torque throughout the rev range. This proven EcoBoost engine 
underpins a range of Ford products globally and will be available on 
Everest in select markets from 2023.

ENGINEERED FOR ADVENTURE
A 50mm increase in next-gen Everest’s track helps deliver a more 
controlled ride on-road, while tweaks to damper settings allowed the 
team to inject more fun and control into the Everest’s ride, both on- 
and off-road.
 Want to do some exploring? Next-gen Everest is ready to go, 
with a choice of two four-wheel drive systems, underbody protection 
and off-road selectable drive modes plus rear locking differential, two 
functional tow hooks upfront, and upfitter switches for accessories.
 The two 4WD systems available are: A two-speed electronic 
shift-on-the-fly transfer case, also known as a part-time 4WD system; 
and an advanced, permanent four-wheel drive system that uses an 
electronically controlled on-demand two-speed electromechanical 
transfer case (EMTC) with selectable drive modes.
 Depending on the market, Everest also is available with 
two-wheel drive.

 Where available, Everest’s dedicated off-road screen displays 
vehicle information and a front camera view of the terrain ahead, with 
predictive overlay guidelines designed to help the driver negotiate 
obstacles. With a single button press, the driver can view their driveline 
and diff-lock indicators, steering angle and guides, and vehicle roll and 
pitch angles.
 Next-gen Ford Everest has a water wading ability up to 800mm 
and a maximum braked trailer towing capability of up to 3,500kg 
(braked)vi, while space in the engine bay allows for a second battery to 
power aftermarket accessories.
 The new integrated or stand-off roof rails are more than just a 
design detail; they are engineered for adventure. The Everest rooftop 
can now support static loads of up to 350kg and dynamic loads of up 
to 100kg, providing increased versatility that enables it to carry bikes, 
canoes, cargo pod or roof-top tent. A universal mounting system allows 
customers to equip their vehicle with a range of accessories.

CONFIDENCE-INSPIRING DRIVER ASSIST TECHNOLOGIES
Everest comes loaded with new and enhanced driver assist 
technologies and safety features that are designed to take the stress 
out of driving and help drivers to remain focused.
 With Active Park Assist 2.0ix, next-gen Everest can help the 
driver fit safely in tight spaces at the press of a button. The system 
takes care of the steering, gearshifts, acceleration and braking to 
navigate into parallel or perpendicular parking spaces with ease. It will 
also steer itself out of a parallel parking spot when prompted.
 Next-gen Everest’s matrix LED head lamps, available on 
selected models by market, offer greater visibility thanks to a raft of 
clever features, including auto dynamic levelling and 
speed-dependent lighting that can adjust the intensity of the beam in 
front of the vehicle depending on the vehicle’s speed. The head lamps 
also offer both static and dynamic bending capability as well as 
glare-free high-beams, which help provide maximum visibility for the 
driver without dazzling other road users.
 New to Everest is Ford’s adaptive cruise control system, 
available in three versions depending on market and model.

 Adaptive cruise control with stop and go allows drivers to 
maintain a pre-set speed and distance from the car ahead and will 
even bring the car to a complete stop if required.
 Adaptive cruise control with stop and go and lane centering is 
able to detect lane markings and help keep the vehicle centred in the 
lane.
 Intelligent adaptive cruise control also adds speed sign 
recognition that can automatically adjust vehicle speed to the posted 
speed limit.

New and enhanced driver assist and safety features available in 
the next-gen Everest also include:

∙ New: Lane-keeping system with road-edge detection, which 
helps keep the Everest from drifting from the carriageway on rural 
roads.

∙ New: Evasive steer assist, designed to operate at city and 
motorway speeds, which uses radar and a camera to detect 
slower-moving and stationary vehicles ahead and provides steering 
support to enable drivers to maneuver around a vehicle if a collision is 
imminent.

∙ New: Reverse brake assist helps drivers to reverse into 
parking spots and other tight spaces by providing audible and visual 
warnings. It can detect a vehicle crossing or a cyclist or pedestrian 
behind the vehicle too. The system can even bring the Everest to a 
complete stop if the driver does not react in time.

∙ New – Blind spot information system with trailer coverage 
monitors blind spots around the vehicle and trailer and alerts the 
driver of any perceived hazards. The system supports trailers up to 2.4 
metres wide and 10 metres long.

∙ Enhanced – Pre-collision assist with intersection 
functionality, which can automatically apply the brakes to avoid or 
mitigate the effects of accidents if the driver is turning across the path 
of oncoming traffic and the system determines an imminent collision.
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  erman (but Indian built) A2 class single is a friendly,   
  classy and affordable introduction to motorcycling…   
  and BMW.
  Entry-level roadster is updated for 2022 but remains a  
  friendly, affordable introduction to bikes which BMW   
  no doubt hope will ‘PCP-snare’ you into the brand…

DESIGN
Updated for 2021 but originally launched in the UK in 2016 (with mixed 
results), BMW’s entry-level, A2-compliant roadster has a lot going for 
it, at least on paper. At under US$8000 (thanks to having a fairly basic 
spec being built in India by partner TVS, who now also own Norton) it 
is BMW’s most affordable bike. This therefore, is a potentially vital 
machine for introducing bikers to the brand. (The thinking being: get 
into bikes on a G310R on a PCP deal and BMW’s excellent, 
comprehensive ‘Rookie to Rider’ program and you will be hooked into 
the brand for life.) It is also decent looking and easy to ride for a novice 
bike, which, is not something to be underestimated. However while its 
German design is OK and its Indian build quality difficult to criticize, 
the G310R is also rather basic and crude. Its performance and ride fail 
to convince. It is so soft that we would expect many buyers will want 
to upgrade after just a few months. As a novice entry into BMW, 
though, it undeniably does its job.

RIDING POSITION
The G310R is a single-cylinder, lightweight, naked roadster aimed at 
novices so you would definitely expect it to be easy to get on with and 
manage with an upright, comfortable riding position – and it is. A raw 
novice will find it unintimidating and easy to control, as will smaller 
built women riders, who we expect it is largely aimed at, as a target 
market. In that respect, there is nothing to criticize. It does also have 
to be said, however, that the G310R is also conspicuously smaller, and, 
well ‘cuter’ than many rivals which can make it seem a little cramped 
for larger or taller riders and makes it more tiresome over distance as 
the riding position is less roomy and relaxing. If you are under, say, 5’7”, 
you will love it!

PRACTICALITY
Although easy to ride, unintimidating and, well, a BMW, the G310R 

does have its limitations when it comes to practicality. Yes, it’s a 
‘doddle’ to get on with and its diminutive size makes it brilliant when 
wriggling through traffic around town – but that is pretty much your 
lot. Those small proportions and its underwhelming performance 
limits its appeal on the open road, the lack of weather protection 
means distance work of motorways are a no-no and its no off-roader, 
either. That latter criticism is not as obtuse as it sounds. BMW also 
does a G310GS – a ‘mini GS’ if you will – based around the same engine 
and chassis but with roomier proportions, a fairing and some dirt 
pretensions which is far better at all of that, so if practicality’s what you 
desire, you do not have to look too far from the stable.

PERFORMANCE & BRAKING
Although updated for 2021 primarily to meet the new Euro5 emissions 
regulations by way of a ride-by-wire throttle and a ‘self-boosting 
anti-hopper’ clutch, the performance from the fairly weedy 34bhp, 
just 313cc single is unchanged, which makes you wonder if BMW 
should not have gone further. For gentle riding and as an introduction 
to bigger bikes, it is adequate. Delivery is smooth and predictable and 
the controls are all slick. Away from town though on faster roads, it is 
shown a clean pair of heels by faster A2 bikes such as Honda’s 
acclaimed CB500 series (which have 47bhp). 

G



DRIVEtorque MARCH 2022 | PAGE 18www.drivetorque.com

As a learner and as a city bike, you will not have many complaints. It is 
when you start to want more than that is where we suspect it will 
become an issue. The brakes, too, comprising a single front disc but 
with snazzy, four-piston, radial mount caliper from Bybre, the same 
brand that now supply BMW’s bigger bikes, are certainly adequate, 
especially considering the G310R’s light weight, but otherwise are 
unremarkable.

RIDE & HANDLING
Again, as with much else about the G310R, the ride and handling of 
BMW’s baby flatters to deceive, in other words: they seem the part at 
first but are ultimately slightly underwhelming. The front forks are 
good looking 41mm inverted telescopics (which are unadjustable) 
with a preload-only adjustable rear monoshock. So far, so routine. 
Again, novices will have few complaints, giving a controlled, fairly 
plush ride and neutral, intuitive steering. Beyond raw novice level, 
however, its limitations are quickly exposed, delivering a slightly 
boingy, squishy ride if thrashed down some country lanes and with 
little of the controlled precision of, say, a KTM Duke 390. I repeat, it is 
not at all bad, especially for raw novices who do not know/or want any 
better. More experienced riders will ultimately be slightly 
disappointed.

RUNNING COSTS
The G310R may be BMW’s cheapest offering – but it is still a BMW for 
which there is a price to pay. In all honesty, the current new price of 
around US$6000 is truly impressive, being a full US$1400 LESS than, 
say, Honda’s CB500F. On top of that, it’s a BMW, which has 
near-legendary residual values. While the third consideration is the 
G310R’s slightly soft performance, which will not make any excessive 
demands on consumables such as tyres, chain life, brake pads and so 
on. The fly in the ointment? First, that all accessories (and some paint 
schemes) cost extra and second that the G310R hasn’t quite proved 
the success hoped for, which means its residuals are worse than most 
BMs. But those niggles aside, it’s cheap to run – you should even get 
over 70mpg fairly easily.

RELIABILITY
When originally launched back in 2016 there were concerns over 
quality as the G310s were the first BMWs built in India, by partner 
company TVS. This was borne out slightly when initial production was 
delayed slightly for not meeting BMW’s standards. In reality, few of 
those concerns have been proved to have merit. There were a couple 
of recalls of early examples concerning the sidestand switch but these 
have now been rectified and, with this ‘second generation’ example 

we’ve little reason for concern. Yes, the quality of fit and finish in some 
areas is not quite up to that of BMW’s more premium machines, but 
we would expect that given the price.

EQUIPMENT
BMWs are famous for being fairly basic in standard trim but with lots 
of extra-cost accessories available – as a price. The same is true – if not 
even more so – of the fairly basic, budget-priced G310R. The dash is a 
fairly small LCD digital affair, switchgear is uninspiring and the mirrors 
are basic as well, but up to the job. The 2021 upgrade has also brought 
LED headlight and indicators to join its LED taillight and there are new 
graphics and colours, too, but if you want anything else you will have 
to pay extra for it.
Expert rating: 3/5

WHY BUY?
The G310R has been conceived very deliberately as a novice-friendly, 
A2-compliant entry point into the BMW range which, along with the 
German’s brand’s clever ‘Rookie to Rider’ scheme it certainly delivers. 
In other words, as a marketing device, it is brilliant. It is also a BMW, 
with all the kudos that brings and is very impressively priced. If that is 
enough for you, great . It also has to be said, however, that there are far 
better (albeit sometimes more expensive) A2 bikes available, with 
more performance, better handling, sharper specifications of all three. 
If you want an affordable, entry-level BMW, it does the job, but if you 
want more versatility, get the G310GS version (if not something else 
entirely).
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is up.
 In 2017 Iveco unveiled its NP (natural 
power) range using compressed or liquified 
natural gas to power its engines. The options 
include a Cursor 8 270, 300 and 300hp, a 
Cursor 9 400hp followed by a Cursor 13 
460hp.

TRANSMISSION
Within 12 months of the launch, Iveco 
became the first western truck manufacturer 
to make its new ZF 16-speed automated 
gearbox, dubbed ‘EuroTronic’, standard on 
the Stralis range, with operators who wanted 
a manual box having to pay a US$1400 
surcharge. In fact, the 540 was only available 
with an auto. Eventually the 12-speed auto 
supplanted the 16-speed version. For Euro-6 
the name EuroTronic was initially retained 
but in 2016 Iveco utilized ZF’s development 
and gave the gearbox a new name; Hi-Tronix, 
which also brought Hi-Cruise, Iveco’s 
predictive cruise control system that uses 
GPS to make proactive gear changes and 
initiate eco-roll.

CABS
The full-width Stralis Active Space (AS) cab 
began life as a one-size fits all. Incorporating 
a flat floor with 2.0 metre standing room it 
created vast internal space. Soon after a 
narrower 2.3m version of the cab named 
Active Time (AT) was the replacement for the 
EuroTech. In 2005 Iveco offered a luxury 
flagship Executive Space (ES) with a trim level 
to match its name. The cab underwent an 
external revamp and name change in 2012; 
the AS cab became Hi-Way, AT was renamed 
Hi-Road and the day-cab low-roof version 
was rebranded Hi-Street. Both the Hi-Way 
and Hi-Road are available with high and low 
roof options.

  eralded by Iveco as ‘the  
  most technologically   
  advanced vehicle available’,  
  Stralis stuttered through its  
  infancy before eventually  
  catching up with its 
competitors with improved build quality and 
better reliability.
 Using SCR-only technology and 
leading the way in alternative fuels with a 
new gas-powered engine, Stralis continues to 
gain new admirers.

ENGINES
Replacing EuroTech and EuroStar, Stralis 
began life with the tried and tested Euro-3 
Cursor 10 six-cylinder 10.3-litre engine 
offering 400 and 430hp, and Cursor 13 
six-cylinder 12.9-litre lump with the 480hp 
and an all-new 540hp. Iveco bypassed Euro-4 
and went straight to Euro-5 using selective 
catalytic reduction (SCR). The Cursor 8 
six-cylinder 7.8-litre was added as a 360hp, 
Cursor 10 options included 420 and 450hp 

while the Cursor 13 engines had a choice of 
500 and 560hp. For Euro-6 Iveco moved from 
unit injectors to common-rail injection, 
retained its faith in SCR and beefed up the 
two smaller engines. 
 The Cursor 8 was replaced by a Cursor 
9 six-cylinder 8.7-litre lump, which offered 
330, 360 and 400hp; the Cursor 10 was 
succeeded by the Cursor 11 six-cylinder 
11.1-litre engine with a choice of 420, 460 and 
480hp. Cursor 13 remained unchanged with 
the 500 and 560hp. In 2016 Iveco tweaked its 
engine line up; the 310hp became the new 
entry level for the Cursor 9, and the Cursor 13 
got a hike in power with a new 510 and 570hp.  

 Iveco rowed back on its SCR-only 
solution for Euro-6, by introducing 8% 
exhaust gas recirculation (EGR) for the Cursor 
11 480 and Cursor 13 570hp engines and 
called it ‘Smart EGR’. It was added as part of 
XP (extra performance), a strategy to improve 
mpg, as a ‘fuel economy enabler’ by burning 
NOx inside the engine when the temperature 

H
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Spend too much up front and it will be lost on 
the residual values. Despite being an equal of 
its competitors in the marketplace in terms of 
technology and performance it has poor 
market perception and the prices reflect that. 
To get value for money you might have to 
consider running it longer than you might 
with something Swedish. On the upside, if 
you want a good quality second-hand motor 
then any Euro-6 Stralis represents a good 
deal.

WHY BUY?
Iveco’s Stralis was a vast improvement on 
what went before but poor build quality 
meant its impact was not the great leap 
forward the Italians were hoping to achieve. 
This led to poor market perception and even 
though it is competitively priced in the 
showroom Stralis still struggles with residuals 
because of the quicker depreciation. 
However, get a decision maker behind the 
wheel and they quickly realize Stralis is a 
good, solid, versatile option thanks to a 
strong engine line up, complemented by 
options for alternative fuels, a smart 
transmission and a quiet, comfortable cab. 

COMFORT AND STORAGE
From the outset Iveco struggled to lose its 
reputation for producing a plasticky interior, 
even though AS and AT was fitted with 
improved materials, and more resolute 
designs for lockers. However, what you saw 
was all you were likely to get; battleship grey 
with a blue seat trim. Despite the austere 
appearance it was a much-improved working 
area for the driver, with a comfortable 
high-back seat and a set of switches to 
control the electric windows built into the 
driver's door armrest. Launched in 2005 ES 
proved a short-lived high-end option with 
metallic paint, a chrome finish, two-tone 
interior, air-con, remote locking and 
roof-mounted air horns as standard. The 2013 
overhaul brought the cab in line with the 
modern era with a new dashboard with 
soft-touch plastics combined with more 
storage and a thicker mattress, a 
touch-screen with links to driver and vehicle 
performance and evaluation tool.

SAFETY
What made Stralis different was a new 
multiplexed wiring system to control 
electrical components allowing it to do ‘fault 
diagnosis’ quicker and more reliably. Iveco 
moved to electronically-controlled disc 
brakes plus traction control system as 
standard. Operators reported operational 
issues with the early electric wiring. Iveco 
worked to improve the quality and go some 
way to setting the standard for what electrics 
could do in a working cab. Iveco has 
continually added to its roster of safety and 
‘driving assistance’ functions with electronic 
braking and brake assistant systems, 
electronic stability program, and hill-hold to 
stop the vehicle from rolling back after the 
brake pedal is released.

HANDLING
Pick of the range is the Stralis XP 480, the top 
offering off the Cursor 11 engine. It has an 
impressive 2,300Nm torque from 970rpm 
through to 1,500rpm. It can cope admirably 
with undulating terrain as well as the tougher 
climbs. It has a willingness to lug, if you let it, 
but conservative transmission software 
prefers to change down the gearbox when 
under pressure. The focus is on ‘up and over’ 

rather than being in the sweet spot going on 
an ascent. On the A-roads the engine and 
transmission work tirelessly on the driver’s 
behalf rapidly changing gears for sharp 
climbs, using eco-roll and activating the 
engine brake; all in the name of creating a 
consistent speed.

RUNNING COSTS
The arrival of XP in 2016, which is a new 
fuel-friendly long-haul version of Stralis, is 
welcomed but living up to Iveco’s claim that 
XP improves fuel efficiency by 11% is a 
challenge. Although pricey, the CNG/LNG 
powered engines also help reduce day-to-day 
running costs. Gas is cheaper, cleaner and 
matches diesel mile-for-mile and does not 
require AdBlue. The Italians are pushing this 
concept hard with several alternative fuel 
suppliers.

PRICE AND RESIDUALS
Up front Iveco Stralis represents a decent 
deal; across the range the price tag is 
competitively priced. Like any competitor, if 
you throw in the extras the price will climb 
accordingly. And this is where you have to 
question what you want and what you need. 
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• Advanced hybrid powertrain delivers optimum efficiency and  
 performance
• Contemporary design is an evolution of the iconic Jazz   
 silhouette
• Class-leading interior space and outstanding practicality
• Suspension enhancements deliver a dynamic driving    
 experience
• Comprehensive suite of advanced safety features
• The introduction of Honda SENSING

  he all-new Honda FIT provides an effortless driving   
  experience with efficient and responsive performance  
  delivered by an advanced 1.5L DOHC petrol engine,   
  shared with the latest Honda Ballade. The all-new FIT   
  range, which replaces the Jazz nameplate in South   
  Africa, will also be the first model to introduce Honda’s 
new e:HEV hybrid technology, marking the return of Honda Motor 
Southern Africa (HSAF) to the Hybrid market. This next-generation FIT 
Hybrid will feature Honda’s impressive e:HEV two-motor hybrid 
powertrain technology delivering a compelling blend of strong 
performance and impressive efficiency to complement its class 
leading levels of interior comfort and usability.
 To revolutionise the essence of its compact city car, Honda 
focused on a new design philosophy, encapsulated in the Japanese 
notion of 'Yoo no bi'. This recognises the beauty that exists in everyday 
items, which have been perfected over time to make them even more 
appealing and ergonomically satisfying to use for their specific 
purpose.

A COMFORTABLE FEEL-GOOD INTERIOR
The philosophy of 'Yoo no bi' continues in the clean, minimalist interior, 
wrapping utility, practicality and functionality in a simple, uncluttered 
ergonomic cabin. To introduce the car’s pleasing utility, durable 
materials and contemporary, soft-touch dashboard materials are 
applied throughout the cabin.
 The uncluttered, user-focused dashboard incorporates a slim 
instrument panel that sweeps horizontally across the cabin. The 

deletion of the dashboard visor further reflects the key focus on driver 
visibility, enhancing the sense of exceptional spaciousness. With 
Honda placing ultimate usability at the core of the design ethos, the 
central HMI 9-inch touchscreen (standard on Elegance and Executive 
grades) and 7-inch full TFT instrument cluster which is standard across 
the range, are simple and easy to read. Convenience features and 
controls are intuitive by design, contributing to a stress-free driving 
experience. Adding to the refined ambience, the flat, wide centre 
console armrest is height-aligned with the door armrest, echoing the 
interior comfort levels of larger, premium cars.
 The new ultra-thin A-pillars improve horizontal visibility from 
the previous generation model’s sixty-nine degrees to a class-leading 
ninety degrees. This, along with the hidden windscreen wipers and flat 
dashboard, allows unobstructed views and natural light to flow into 
the cabin through the panoramic windscreen and front quarter glass. 
This creates a sense of spaciousness for occupants, enhances the 
airiness in the cabin and contributes to the interior's bright, open feel.
The luggage capacity (with rear seats up) starts from 309 litres (298 for 
HEV) and increases to an impressive 1210 litres (to the roof with the rear 
seats down) (1199 for HEV).

T
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 Also key to maximising cabin room is the positioning of the 
fuel tank in the centre of the chassis beneath the front seats, which is 
unique in this class. This enables the FIT to retain the exceptionally 
versatile rear Magic Seat configuration that offers both fold-flat or 
flip-up seat flexibility, offering optimum versatility to accommodate 
cargo of various shapes and sizes. The packaging and overall design 
also permits a wider tailgate opening and new stepless flat floor that 
makes loading and unloading the boot easier than ever.
 Front seat occupants also benefit from Honda's newly 
developed body stabilising seat frame featuring a new premium mat 
structure for additional support and an increase of 30mm in seat 
padding thickness for extra comfort. These changes enhance comfort 
levels and provide greater lumbar support to minimise fatigue.
Adults in the second row also travel in increased comfort thanks to the 
redesign of the Magic Seat structure allowing the hinges to be moved 
outside of the passenger hip points. Class-leading rear leg space of 
986mm – made possible by the torsion beam suspension lay out – and 
an increase of 24mm in seat padding thickness also adds to the 
enhanced comfort levels.

ALL NEW INFOTAINMENT SYSTEM
The all-new Honda FIT offers one of the most compelling infotainment 
packages in its segment, combining intuitive technology with 

seamless in-car connectivity.
 The simple-to-use LCD touchscreen interface is designed to 
minimise driver distraction; operation time for the most regularly-used 
controls is reduced by 58% compared with the previous model, 
providing a safer and more ergonomic experience. The system 
interface is navigated using familiar smartphone-style usability, with 
swipe controls to scroll through pages and lists. The display can be 
configured to suit any usage requirements, incorporating 
customisable shortcuts to frequently used functions and audio 
sources.
 The comprehensive suite of in-built apps can be 
supplemented by smartphone mirroring, enabled by Android Auto 
and Apple CarPlay, with the latter available via wireless connection.
 The car's interior designers paid great attention to detail when 
creating the uncluttered dashboard and interface. In response to 
consumer demand, Honda has reinstated physical controls for key 
functions, with tactile, precise-feeling dials for heating and ventilation 
settings.

POWERFUL E:HEV HYBRID TECHNOLOGY
With the introduction of the all-new Honda FIT, Honda Motor Southern 
Africa aims to re-enter the local hybrid market, where Honda was once 
a major player, for the first time since the discontinuation of the Honda 
CR-Z in 2016.
 The base FIT petrol models are equipped with Honda’s new 
1.5-litre DOHC i-VTEC petrol engine generating a power output of 
89kW @6600rpm and torque of 145Nm @ 4300rpm. This new 1.5-litre 
powertrain is more powerful and efficient than the outgoing model 
while returning a fuel consumption figure of just 5.5L/100km and a 
CO2 emission figure of 132 g/km.

EXCEPTIONAL DRIVING DYNAMICS FOR AN EFFORTLESS DRIVING 
EXPERIENCE
Building on the Jazz's driving dynamics and responsive performance, 
Honda has enhanced the car’s chassis, suspension and body rigidity for 
exceptional agility and best-in-class ride comfort in the FIT.
 The ratio of higher tensile strength steel has risen by 80% for 
the new generation model, helping to reduce weight and improve 
safety performance in the event of a crash. Static bending is improved 
by 6% while static torsion is improved by 13%.
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 The adoption of a new aluminium die-cast rear damper 
mount structure improves the driving experience. While further 
suspension improvements, such as new spring material and reduced 
friction-bush design, plus the rear torsion beam suspension layout, 
also support the outstanding ride comfort and driving enjoyment.
 The front suspension geometry has a low front roll centre to 
enhance stability, which helps the FIT feel precise, natural and agile 
when taking a corner. Its agility is further augmented by an electric 
power-assisted steering system and steering ratio improvements, 
which deliver accurate feedback to the driver and provide more 
natural direction-changing behaviour.
 The low friction suspension components combine with the 
long wheelbase to provide an impressive base level of stability by 
naturally reducing pitching motions. Sophisticated damper systems 
also contribute to a more comfortable ride for all occupants, and 
minimise the transmission of vibrations from the road into the cabin, 
contributing to the car's refined composure.
 Powerful stopping power is ensured by an all-disc braking 
system featuring 262mm ventilated front discs and 239mm solid discs 
at the rear. Electronic brake systems include: Vehicle Stability Assist, 
Brake Assist System, Hill Start Assist and Automatic Brake Hold.
 Honda’s all-encompassing approach to NVH management 
ensures minimal cabin intrusion of engine, road and wind noise. 
Increased insulation and sound deadening material reduce road noise 
from road surface variations, improving cabin ambience. The cabin 
and floor panel are separated to reduce resonance through the car's 
structure, and sound insulation has been added around the 
dashboard. Noise from the engine has also been reduced through the 
use of resin material to the engine mount to insulate the engine bay.   
 The sound absorbing materials and thicker glass contribute to 
a significant reduction in noise intrusion to the cabin over the 
previous Jazz model.
 Additionally, the improved body stiffness and the use of 
higher tensile strength steel affords new structural technologies to 
allow for the new thin A-pillars, complemented by the aerodynamic 
door mirror design, rear spoiler and new alloy wheel design. These 
aerodynamic features minimise airflow noise, helping to reduce drag 
and improve refinement.

COMPREHENSIVE SUITE OF HONDA SAFETY TECHNOLOGIES
The all-new FIT incorporates as standard a suite of premium active 
and passive safety technologies designed to make driving both easier 
and safer.
 The FIT incorporates Honda's proprietary Advanced 
Compatibility Engineering™ (ACE™) body structure technology that 
forms the foundation for excellent passive safety performance, 
enhancing occupant crash protection. A network of connected 
structural elements distributes crash energy more evenly throughout 
the front of the vehicle, reducing the forces transferred to the 
passenger compartment.
 Passive safety is as important to Honda as active safety to 
protect occupants in the event of an accident. FIT owners and 
occupants are protected by six airbags, comprising front, side and 
curtain SRS airbags.

 Enhanced Honda SENSING active safety technology, available 
exclusively on the FIT Hybrid model, offers a broad range of driver 
assistance features and driver aids as standard. This new and 
improved Honda SENSING system incorporates a newly-developed 
wider-angle, higher definition front camera that is able to detect a 
more comprehensive range of road surfaces and traffic 
characteristics, including enhanced night-time operation. The latest 
generation of Honda SENSING safety systems offers increasing safety 
in a wider range of situations compared to the current generation 
systems on models such as the CR-V and Civic.

THE ENHANCED HONDA SENSING SUITE OF TECHNOLOGIES 
INCLUDES:
 ∙ Collision Mitigation Braking System (CMBS) with   
 improved night-time operation to also detect pedestrians   
 when there is no street lighting. The system also alerts the   
 driver when it detects a cyclist turning into the road. In   
 addition, the system now also applies the brakes when the FIT  
 cuts across or turns into the path of an oncoming vehicle   
 thanks to the new front wide-view camera.

 ∙ Adaptive Cruise Control (ACC) manages the distance  
 to the car in front automatically by continuously adjusting the  
 speed, allowing the car to follow traffic at highway speeds.

 ∙ Lane Keeping Assist System (LKAS) prevents the   
 vehicle from drifting into adjacent lanes by detecting lane   
 markers on the road
 ∙ Road Departure Mitigation (RDM) system assists the   
 driver to not stray from the road. It alerts the driver if it detects  
 that the vehicle is approaching the outer edge of the road, an  
 oncoming vehicle, or drifting into another lane without   
 indicating.

 ∙ Auto High-Beam (AHB) switches High Beam head   
 lights on/off automatically depending on oncoming /    
 preceding vehicles (cars, trucks and motorcycles), bicycles and  
 environmental brightness so not to blind other road users.

 ∙ The driver is also able to operate and determine how   
 much driver assistance information is displayed on the   
 seven-inch TFT liquid crystal display (LCD) instrument   
 binnacle.
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  hen the wet weather breaks and the sun begins to   
  shine, folks tend to hit the road. But not so fast   
  DRIVEtorquers, the roads are full of potholes! While the  
  skies might be blue overhead, the roads could very well  
  be full of dangerous potholes.
  Potholes are an international menace. Sometimes 
referred to as the bane of all drivers, potholes often emerge after a 
rainy day, or when the road has been pounded by heavy duty vehicles 
or neglected over time. With a little extra driving care, you can figure 
out how to deal with these hazards, saving a ton of wear and tear on 
your car as well as your fragile nerves.

 Here is a little on how potholes happen. Water works its way 
into cracks in the road's surface. When the weather gets cold enough, 
the water may freezes and expand. The tarmac will then bubble up 
due to the swelling water. Normal road traffic over these vulnerable 
spots subsequently leads to the formation of potholes, which 
translates into torrid fun for everyone.

POTHOLE DRIVING 101
Your best bet is simply to keep an eye out for potholes. Exercise vehicle 
sympathy. If the road is clear, when you avoid a pothole, you avoid 
damage to your vehicle, and potential accidents. 
 By driving slower, and refraining from tailgating (always a 
good idea), you will reduce the risk of slamming into a dangerous 
pothole. 
 Yet even the most cautious of drivers hits a pothole now and 
again. Here are a few tips to minimize damage:

• Do not speed up. It is not possible to “fly over” a pothole.

• Slow down if you see an unavoidable pothole. By reducing  
 your speed, you will reduce the amount of scars that you   
 and your car will suffer.

• Again, do not tailgate. If the driver in front of you slams into  
 a pothole (or just misses one), you will need time to react in  
 order to take evasive action.

• Watch out for puddles (or frozen patches of water) on the   
 road. They just might be hiding a pothole.

• Grip the steering wheel firmly when driving over a pothole.  
 The wheel might jerk about when your tires dip into the   
 hole. It is super important to maintain control of your   
 vehicle and keep it as steady as you can.

• Never brake into a pothole. Let the car take the impact of   
 the pothole, not your brakes.

• Do not veer off to the side. If you cannot avoid a pothole,   
 reduce your speed, and drive as straight as possible.

Make sure your car is aligned. Correct wheel alignment is a gift when it 
comes to handling your vehicle in normal conditions—and especially 
so when driving over potholes. Proper wheel alignment will also help 
your tires last a lot longer. 

W
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in our product stable. With its powerful 
new 2.0-litre turbo-diesel powerplant, it 
definitely will increase our share of this 
competitive market segment," says 
Karl-Heinz Göbel, Chief Executive Officer of 
JAC Motors Southern Africa.

POWERFUL NEW 2.0-LITRE TURBO-DIESEL 
ENGINE
The newly engineered, highly responsive 
2.0-litre common-rail turbo-diesel engine 
features an intercooler and Electrical Variable 
Geometry Turbocharger (EVGT), delivering 
104 kW @ 3 600 rpm and 320 Nm torque 
between 1 600 to 2 600 rpm.
 The powerplant is paired to a 6-speed 
manual transmission that effortlessly reigns 
in all the torque available throughout its 
powerband. The smooth transmission of 
power to the wheels ensures a relaxing 
driving experience. The average fuel 
consumption of the new 2.0-litre 4x2 is 8.7 
L/100 km (combined cycle) and will give you 
an approximate range of 900 kilometres on 
its 76-litre tank.
 "The reliability and durability of JAC 
Motors' products are excellent and serve as 
a primary motivator in our worldwide sales 
approach, with customers and big 
transport fleets vowing for these incredible 
attributes," says Göbel.

CONTEMPORARY DESIGN
The eye-catching design of the T8 
complements its workhorse aesthetic. Its 
striking appearance, consisting of neat 
creases, design curves and a stylish front 
fascia, makes it stand out from its rivals.

• The T8 is the most advanced pick-up  
 developed by JAC Motors.
• Powerful new engine and safety  
 features to suit lifestyle- and   
 workhorse needs.
• Contemporary design aimed at  
 leisure-orientated double-cab buyers.
• Luxurious appointments for a   
 comfortable and relaxing drive.

  he T8 is the most advanced  
  pick-up ever developed by  
  JAC Motors in its 58-year  
  history. It is based on JAC  
  Motors' eighth-generation  
  international platform that 

provides increased stability, safety and 
comfort. It is manufactured in China and 
exported to more than 40 countries.
 The T8's global launch in 2019 has 
boosted the Brand's growth, further 
enhancing its competitiveness in the 
international market. Its sales contribute 
significantly to JAC Motors' third-place 
ranking on the 2020 pick-up export list in the 
Chinese auto industry.
 The new eye-catching T8 2.0L CTi will 
now lead JAC Motors' charge in the rapidly 
growing leisure-orientated double-cab 
market segment. The new T8 2.0L CTi line-up 
comprises a 4×2 and a 4×4 derivative.
 "The T8 double-cab is the bestseller 

T
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sprayed with an anti-scratch and 
corrosion-resistant truck bed liner. The T8 has 
a maximum Towing Mass (Braked) of 2 000 
kg.

OFF-ROAD CREDENTIALS
The T8 4×4 features a reliable ESOF 
electronically-controlled time-sharing 
four-wheel-drive system from BorgWarner. 
With the press of a button, the driver can 
switch between two-wheel drive (2H) and 
four-wheel drive (4H) up to 80 km/h.

 The T8 4×4 also offers a low-speed 
four-wheel drive (4L) selection and a torque 
amplification mode, enhancing off-road 
ability. The 2H, 4H and 4L functions can be 
selected through buttons neatly located on 
the dashboard. An electronically-controlled 
rear diff-lock ensures that no obstacle is too 
big for the powerful T8.
 A customized black off-road style bar, 
off-road rear step bumper and off-road side 
steps complement the rugged look of the 
4×4 derivative. The T8 has an approach angle 
of 29.6⁰, a break-over angle of 23.5⁰, and a 
departure angle of 22.4⁰, with 220 mm 
ground clearance.
"The eye-catching T8 double-cab is the 
perfect lifestyle bakkie. It will appeal to 
families who love adventurous outdoor 
activities, of which there are many of in our 
beautiful country," concludes Göbel.

MODEL LINE-UP AND PRICING
The company introduced its pick-ups and 
light-duty range of trucks in the local market 
in 2017. Since then, the Brand has grown its 
footprint to 60 dealers across Southern Africa 
to support its sales growth.

 The front of the T8 adopts a 
large-area hexagonal black grille, connected 
to the stylishly designed Xenon headlamps 
with built-in LED Daytime Running Lights. 
Fog lamps are integrated into the front 
bumper. The JAC badge is boldly embedded 
in the grille, contributing to the T8's overall 
rugged design.

 The T8 features bold black wheel 
arches, running boards and a style bar to 
round off its rugged appearance. Attractive 
two-tone 18-inch alloy wheels with a 
floral-inspired design and 265/60 R18 tyres 
perfectly fit the contemporary look of the T8. 
The unique 'Double C' LED tail-light design 
enhances its eye-catching appearance and 
makes it easily noticeable at night. It also 
features rear fog lamps.
"The latest design elements from JAC 
Motors' international design centres in 
Italy and Japan give the T8 a striking 
appearance. With its attractive styling and 
good equipment level, the T8 offers 
outstanding value to prospective 
double-cab buyers," says Göbel.

STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS
Safety is the quality DNA Element of JAC 
Motors. This philosophy sees a host of active- 
and passive safety features included, such as 
dual Airbags, a Traction Control System (TCS), 
Vehicle Dynamics Control (VDC), Electronic 
Stability Control (ESC) and Hill-start Hold 
Control (HHC).
 The T8 features disc brakes in the 
front and rear, with an Anti-lock Braking 
System (ABS), Electronic Brake-force 
Distribution (EBD), Brake Override System 
(BOS), Hydraulic Brake Assist (HBA) and a 
Tyre Pressure Monitoring System (TPMS), all 
ensuring the driver's and passengers' safety.
 The T8 is well-equipped and features 
luxurious interior appointments such as a 
multi-function steering wheel, adjustable 
steering column, cruise control, 
air-conditioner, leather seats and electric 
windows. It also features a multi-information 
display instrument cluster, a reverse camera, 
rear park distance sensors, remote keyless 
entry and central locking with auto door 
locks.

 Standard fitment includes an 
upmarket nine-inch touchscreen 
infotainment system with Bluetooth and 
Apple CarPlay/Android Auto smartphone 
connectivity. To round off the comfortable 
cabin and keep the driver and passengers 
connected, a USB- and 12V power socket are 
neatly placed in a closable compartment in 
the centre console.

CHASSIS CONFIGURATION
The T8 features a double-wishbone 
independent front suspension with coil 
springs, resulting in superior handling and 
passenger comfort. It can better suppress 
body roll with stronger lateral rigidity, 
especially when the vehicle is laden or 
encountering severe off-road conditions.
 The T8 supports a robust ladder 
frame suspension, including rear integral 
bridge support. It is 5 325 mm long, 1 880 mm 
wide, and 1 830 mm high, with a wheelbase of 
3 090 mm. The turning radius of the T8 is 6.2 
metres, making urban- and off-road driving 
easy.
 The T8's payload is 900 kg, and the 
double-skinned load-box measures 1 520 mm 
× 1 520 mm × 470 mm. The load-box is 
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  otor graders or alternatively called road graders,   
  graders or maintainers are absolutely necessary   
  equipment at any construction site. Typically, they are  
  self-propelled machines that have long adjustable   
  metal blade positioned between the front and rear   
  wheel of the equipment. The motor grader models 
have three axles with the engine and cab situated above the rear axles 
at one end of the vehicle and a third axle at the front end of the vehicle 
with the blade in between. Generally, motor graders are employed for 
creating smooth and flat surface after using bulldozers and scrapers.
Motor graders come in a variety of forms and sizes and they can be 
found on every major construction site all over the world. Since, there 
are many models of motor graders found in the market, buying the 
right one that suits all your job requirements demand careful attention 
and comparison. Thus, it goes without saying that buying a motor 
grader is a very complicated task taking into consideration many 
important factors.

 Below are the few things that you need to know before buying 
a new motor grader that gives you best results...

1.  Your exact requirement: Since buying motor grader is a costly 
affair, you need to have a clear understanding of what it can and 
cannot do and whether it is the right equipment for the job that you 
are planning to perform with it. Various types of motor graders can be 
used for performing similar but different grading tasks. So, before 
buying any type of motor grader, you need to know your exact 
requirement and determine the purpose for which you will be using 
the motor grader. Generally, motor graders are used for making 
smoother surfaces, fine grade, levelling soil, shifting small amounts of 
dirt, preparing the topmost layer for laying asphalt on top of it, 
removing snow and debris and to set native soil foundation pads to 
finish grade prior to the construction of large buildings. Simply put, 
motor graders can be used for construction work, forestry and mining 
applications.

2.  The engine power: A powerful engine can help any 
equipment to work the best. Hence, before buying any motor grader 
model, you need to look at its engine power. Generally, the engine 
power of the motor grader defines the type of work it can do and has 
an impact on the cost too. Most graders that can be found in the 
market today are equipped with engines that provide horsepower 
ranging from 100-200 horsepower.

3.  The equipment price: One of the most important things to be 
kept in mind while purchasing a motor grader is price. Well, most of 
the rates at which the motor graders are available on purchase are 
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highly competitive, yet you need to ensure that you buy the motor 
grader which fits well within your budget and does all the tasks that 
you want it to do.

4.  Manufacturer details: It always makes sense to buy a motor 
grader model that is designed and manufactured by a well-known, 
reliable and reputable manufacturer that offer machines with unique 
features at reasonable prices. Get a Grader that is ideal for spreading 
and grading of earthwork in different types of roadwork across the 
nation. The equipment must be designed to provide optimal output at 
affordable cost with its simple yet rugged design. 

5.  Supplier who gives after-sales service: Post-sales service is 
often one of the primary components that can ensure long-term ROI 
of your purchase. Hence, it is important to choose a supplier that offer 
good after-sales support in terms of onsite visit and the like. Always 
choose a supplier who is ready to help during or after business hours.

6.  The maintenance cost: It is important to know about the 
maintenance cost of the equipment that you are planning to buy as 
motor graders are highly subjective to wear and tear. If the 
maintenance is done properly, then the component lifecycle is 
extended, resale value remains high and downtime is rarely a concern.

7 . New or second-hand motor grader: Last but not least, you 
need to decide whether you wish to buy a new or second-hand 
equipment. If your budget is not such that you can buy a new motor 
grader, then you can definitely opt for a second-hand motor grader.   
 Many suppliers of heavy-duty machines sell their old graders 
for affordable prices. In fact, you can easily find a  good second-hand 
motor in great working condition at an excellent price. However, just 
pay attention to the frame i.e., always check the frame and make note 
of any metal reinforcements placed over or even behind a repaired 
crack and look for wear (the amount of wear will depend on the type of 
environment in which the mini grader was operated) in the 
articulation point. In addition to it, check the hydraulics of the machine 
thoroughly and for that look at the ground beneath the machine. This 
way, if there are any fluid leaks, you can find them there. Also, take a 
good look around the machine. Further, observe the cylinders, lines 
and hoses closely within the engine compartment, circle drive 
housing, etc.

Be informed and make a wise decision!
So, before making the final purchase decision, look at the machine’s 
capabilities to perform the task you wish it to perform. Consider the 
price, manufacturer and the supplier as well. Thus, look carefully before 
you leap to buy the specific motor grader for your jobsite.
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Underwritten by Econet Insurance (Pvt) Ltd

Here’s what you get 
when you register for 
Moovah PAYD

 A distress call when your 
car crashes
 Free access to Vaya 
ambulance services
 AAZ vehicle towing
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rich surfaces, ensuring a progressive look 
without compromising on Tucson’s rugged 
SUV heritage. It is the first Hyundai SUV to be 
developed according to the company’s 
“Sensuous Sportiness” design identity.
“The mission of ‘Sensuous Sportiness’ is to 
elevate the emotional qualities of 
automotive design. We want our 
customers to feel moved. With the all-new 
Tucson, we are introducing its ultimate 
evolution and a definitive statement about 
Hyundai’s unstoppable forward 
momentum,” says SangYup Lee, senior vice 
president and head of the Hyundai Global 
Design Centre.
 “Tucson’s advanced, experimental 
design is true to its pioneering spirit and 
raises the game in the industry’s most 
competitive segment.”
 Prominent geometric patterns 
known as “parametric jewels” appear 
throughout the SUV’s design, giving it a 
progressive character. The most prominent 
display of these is on the vehicle’s front grille, 
where Parametric Hidden Lights provide a 
strong first impression. When the lights are 
off, the front of the vehicle appears covered in 
dark, geometric patterns, with no distinction 
between the signature LED Daytime 
Running Lights (DRLs), which are seamlessly 
integrated into the grille.
 Thanks to new half-mirror lighting 
technology, when the DRLs are switched on, 
the dark chrome appearance of the grille 
transforms into jewel-like shapes, bringing an 
eye-catching element to an otherwise sleek 
appearance.
 The new Tucson’s side profile conveys 
an impression of powerful forward motion. 

  yundai’s all-new,   
  fourth-generation Tucson  
  SUV has arrived in the   
  local market with a   
  revolutionary and ambitious  
  new look that follows the 
company’s “Sensuous Sportiness” design 
identity, and larger dimensions to offer a 
spacious, luxurious interior and a superior 
drive.
 In terms of design, the all-new Tucson 
is not only an evolution, but a revolution. It is 
no wonder that it was chosen to make its 
Hollywood debut in Sony Pictures’ 
Spider-Man: No Way Home film.
 Since its first launch 16 years ago, the 
Tucson has become Hyundai’s best-selling 
SUV with 7 million sales globally. In South 
Africa, the 1st-generation Tucson was one of 
the models that placed the Hyundai brand 

squarely on the map. Its popularity 
continued, because 15 346 units of the 
previous, 3rd-generation Tucson were sold 
locally.
 “We have had significant success 
with the Tucson in South Africa – it soon 
became the mainstay of our range after its 
local introduction in 2004. The new Tucson 
is another step up both in build and design 
quality, with a superior ride,” says Stanley 
Anderson, sales and operations manager at 
Hyundai Automotive South Africa.

DESIGN
The all-new Tucson represents a revolution 
for Hyundai in design terms. Overall, it 
features a bigger and wider body than its 
predecessor. Its muscular stance combines 
sharp angles and dynamic proportions with 

H
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heated front seats, and ventilated front seats 
for the Executive and Elite derivatives.
 Apple CarPlay and Android Auto cell 
phone connectivity, a standard feature across 
the range, allows customers to mirror the 
functionality of their Apple and Android 
smartphones in a simplified and convenient 
manner. This feature is available wirelessly 
with the 8-inch Display Audio.

 Other infotainment and connectivity 
features on the all-new Tucson include a 
premium sound system for an enhanced 
listening experience, a wireless charging pad 
in the centre console, and front and rear USB 
ports for even more convenience, particularly 
on long journeys.
 The Elite variants are equipped with a 
panoramic glass sun roof.

SAFETY
With advanced driver-assistance systems and 
a wide-ranging active safety package, the 
all-new Tucson delivers even more peace of 
mind for Hyundai customers.
 The new Tucson is fitted with a 
six-airbag system: front and side airbags for 
the driver and front passenger, and curtain 
airbags which also offers protection for rear 
occupants. The outer seats on the rear bench 
have ISOFIX latching points for fitment of 
child protection seats.

The long hood and level roofline coupled with 
a long wheelbase and short overhangs reflect 
a ready-for-anything dynamic character.

 Parametric jewels also feature as a 
prominent design element on the side of the 
vehicle. Chiselled surfaces create a striking 
contrast between the car’s sleek silhouette 
and its cab-forward stance, suggesting 
forward motion even when standing still. 
Taut athletic shapes seamlessly merge into 
angular wheel arches.
 On the rear, wide tail lamps with 
parametric hidden light details continue the 
design theme. The new Tucson’s rear bumper 
also integrates parametric pattern details 
with a three-dimensional effect, coupled with 
a sporty trim. It is also the first Hyundai 
model to apply a hidden rear wiper, which sit 
under the spoiler.
 Customers can choose from seven 
exterior colours, Shimmering Silver, Silky 
Bronze, Phantom Black, White Cream, 
Crimson Red and Deep Sea.
Interior
 With a range of new convenience 
features, Hyundai offers even more comfort 
for all-new Tucson customers.
 For the first time in a Hyundai vehicle, 
the all-new Tucson’s hidden type Multi-Air 
Mode technology consists of a combination 
of direct and indirect air vents for air 
conditioning and heating to create a gentler 
air flow. When this mode is activated, the air 
is dispersed to the new multi-air slots in the 
front, in addition to the normal air vents.
 The overall volume of moving air 
remains the same and is therefore just as 
effective at changing the temperature, but 
the dispersion of the moving air reduces 
direct air contact with passengers. This mode 
can be switched on and off based on the 
preference of the driver.
 The three-zone climate control now 
caters to passengers in the rear seats in 
addition to occupants in the front of the 
vehicle. In addition, ventilated and heated 
seats in the front provide further comfort for 
the driver and front passenger alike in the 
Elite derivatives.
 The all-new Tucson is 150 mm longer, 
15 mm wider, and the wheelbase is 85 mm 
longer than the previous generation, making 
it more spacious than ever before. As a result, 
rear passengers enjoy additional legroom. 
Meanwhile, boot space has been increased, 
offering 539 litres of luggage capacity with 
the seats up and up to 1 860 litres with the 
seats folded. The rear seat-backs of the 
all-new Tucson can be folded forward in a 
60:40 ratio.
 Entering the all-new Tucson’s 
sophisticated and spacious interior is like 
walking into a neatly organised room where 
everyday concerns disappear. Inside, space, 
technology and information intersect 
harmoniously. Featuring sensuous design 
elements inspired by waterfalls, twin silver 
trim lines emanate from the centre console 
to the rear doors accenting premium 
materials in complementary neutral tones.

 The seamless integration of 
segment-leading technology provides 
all-new Tucson customers with an advanced 
and fully customisable digital experience. The 

new Audiovisual Navigation (AVN) touch 
screen fills the centre of the vehicle. 
Hyundai’s designers dispensed with physical 
knobs and buttons, so all AVN, heat, 
ventilation and air conditioning functions are 
controlled via touch, making it the first 
Hyundai model to feature a full touchscreen 
console.
 High-quality soft-touch materials 
appear throughout the interior, lifting the 
look and feel to a new level, while new 
indirect air vents start from the doors and 
flow to the centre console.

 The evolution of Tucson’s interior 
layout led to a lower instrument display and 
removal of the gauge cluster housing around 
the 10.25-inch digital cluster, enhancing the 
feeling of openness inside. The broad ridge of 
the dashboard blends seamlessly with the 
doors, wrapping around front occupants.  
 These futuristic features provide an 
even more progressive feeling and bring new 
levels of high-tech design value to customers.
The Premium derivative features a cloth seat 
covering, while the Executive and Elite 
variants have artificial leather seats.

COMFORT AND CONVENIENCE
The all-new Tucson is equipped with a range 
of comfort features, including Multi-Air Mode, 
three-zone automatic climate control and 
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experience. This automatic transmission 
adds ratio range at both the top and bottom 
of output speeds allowing for extra thrust 
off-the-line and a quieter, more fuel-efficient 
trip on the interstate.
 A multi-disc and individually 
controlled hydraulic channel torque 
converter improves responsiveness by 
expanding the direct connection band, while 
a downsized oil pump and double ball 
bearings minimize frictional losses.
 All four variants are driven through 
the front wheels. Four drive modes – Eco, 
Smart, Normal and Sport – are available, with 
selection by a switch on the middle console 
behind the gear lever. The Smart driving 
mode offers a blend of economical driving, 
switching to Sport mode when the system 
senses the driver’s urgency.

RIDE AND HANDLING
The all-new Tucson has been developed and 
tested in Europe. It has undergone 
accelerated durability tests and dynamic 
testing on the most demanding race track in 
the world, the famous Nürburgring 
Nordschleife. This is in addition to rigorous 
public-road testing throughout Europe, from 
the coldest winter testing conditions in 
Sweden to trailer testing in the Alps and hot 
weather testing in the south of Spain.

 The conventional suspension 
dampers use new valve technology that 
offers more tuning flexibility for an improved 
ride. A MacPherson strut on the front and 
multi-link suspension on the rear ensure 
good levels of comfort and handling.
 The increased torsional strength of 
the new Tucson’s body structure also ensures 
a very stable and surefooted ride, while it also 
ensures improved safety for the vehicle 
occupants in case of a collision.
 Drivers who select “Sport” mode will 
experience a sharper steering feel and a 
greater sense of precision when driving on 
more challenging roads.
 Hyundai has developed a wide variety 
of tyre options for the all-new Tucson, and 
three aerodynamic wheel choices: A 17-inch 
alloy for the Premium derivative; an 18-inch 
alloy for the Executive variant, and a 19-inch 
alloy for the Elite.

 The all-new Tucson is also equipped 
with the latest Hyundai SmartSense active 
safety and driving assistance features for 
even more assurance. The Hyundai 
SmartSense active safety and driving 
assistance features in the new Tucson 
include:

IN THE EXECUTIVE DERIVATIVE:
Blind-spot Collision Warning (BCW): 
monitors rear corners creating a visual alert 
appears on the exterior mirrors if a vehicle is 
detected. If the driver activates the indicator, 
an audible signal is emitted.

 Rear Cross-traffic Alert (RCA): reduces 
the risk of collision with approaching traffic 
when reversing out of narrow areas with low 
visibility by alerting through audio and visual 
warning;

IN THE ELITE DERIVATIVES:
Blind-spot Collision Avoidance Assist (BCA): 
uses rear radars to monitor rear corners. If 
another vehicle is detected, a visual alert 
appears on the exterior mirrors. Where 
necessary, BCA emits an audible warning and 
applies differential braking;
 Forward Collision-Avoidance Assist 
(FCA): this autonomous braking function can 
detect cars, pedestrians and cyclists;
 Lane Keeping Assist (LKA) helps 
prevent accidental lane departure by sensing 
road markings, automatically steering the 
vehicle if necessary.
 Lane Follow Assist (LFA): 
automatically adjusts the steering to help 
keep the vehicle centred in its lane;
 Smart Cruise Control (SCC): this 
regulates vehicle speed and maintains the 
distance to other vehicles in front;
 Rear Cross-traffic Collision Assist 
(RCCA): applies the brakes while reversing if a 
rear collision from a passing vehicle is 
detected;
Rear Cross-traffic Alert (RCA);
Fatigue Detection/Driver Attention Warning 
(DAW) is a driver protection feature which 
helps monitor driving patterns in order to 
detect fatigued driving and prevent potential 
accidents; and
 High Beam Assist (HBA): a system 

that automatically adjusts the headlamp 
range (switches between high beam and low 
beam) according to the brightness of other 
vehicles and road conditions.
Powertrains
 Two 4-cylinder engines – a naturally 
aspirated 2-litre petrol and a 2-litre 
turbodiesel – are used as powerplants for the 
new Tucson in South Africa. The Smartstream 
G 2.0 MPI petrol engine, linked to 6-speed 
automatic transmission, does duty in the 
Premium, Executive and one of the Elite 
variants, while the Smartstream D 2.0 
turbocharged diesel engine, coupled with an 
8-speed transmission, is used in the other 
Elite derivative.
 The 2-litre petrol engine delivers 115 
kW peak power at 6 200 r/min. and 192 Nm 
peak torque at 4 500 r/min. The turbodiesel 
boasts with 137 kW peak power at 4 000 
r/min., and 416 Nm maximum torque 
between 2 000 and 2750 r/min.
 Fuel consumption in a combined test 
cycle was measured at 8,9 litres per 100 km 
for the 2-litre petrol variants, while the 
turbodiesel Elite uses 7,9 litres per 100 km.
 The eight-speed transmission 
coupled with the turbodiesel engine in the 
Elite variant provides quick and crisp shifts 
for an engaging and efficient driving 
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 To achieve this, the designers 
unlocked every possible area of freedom 
from the underlying package of the 812 
Superfast, keeping only the windscreen and 
headlights as existing bodywork elements. 
The objective was to exploit the proportions 
of the potent, mid-front layout to deliver a 
very sleek design defined by smooth volumes 
and undulating reflections, uplifted by sharp 
graphics with sparingly distilled surface 
breaks wherever dictated by aerodynamic 
functions. The trickiest aspect was striking 
the ideal balance between expressiveness 
and restraint: the Omologata had to ooze 
street presence whilst maintaining a very 
pure formal language.

  unique Ferrari has been  
  seen lapping Fiorano during a  
  brief yet intense shakedown.  
  While the V12 engine note  
  reverberating around the  
  track may have sounded 
familiar, the car’s arresting looks are unique 
although guaranteed to strike a chord with 
the marque’s aficionados. With its Rosso 
Magma finish and sophisticated racing livery, 
the new Ferrari Omologata is a clear 
descendent of Ferrari’s great GT tradition 
spanning seven decades of history.
 Commissioned by a discerning 
European client, the latest offering in Ferrari’s 
line of unique coachbuilt one-off models is a 

vibrant evocation of the values that define 
Ferrari in relation to GT racing: a car that is 
equally at ease on the road as it is hitting the 
apex on the track in the hands of a true 
genuine driver.
 The Ferrari Omologata project took a 
little over two years to complete from the 
initial presentation of sketches, starting with 
images that covered a variety of inspirations, 
from racing heritage to sci-fi and references 
to modern architecture. The idea from the 
onset was to create a futuristic design with 
distinctive elements reinterpreted in a fresh 
manner to provide potential for a timeless 
shape that is certain to leave a lasting 
impression.
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 The designers carefully studied the 
stance and attitude of the car from all angles, 
defining a tapering front volume from the 
flattened oval grille. The rounded section over 
the front wheelarches, emphasized by a 
contrasting stripe wrapping across the 
bonnet, seems to naturally extrude from the 
grille. Rear of the door, the flank develops into 
a very potent rear muscle that neatly blends 
upwards into the three-quarter panel. The 
entire volume is rendered deliberately 
imposing through the elimination of the rear 
quarter light, while three horizontal 
transversal cuts in the fastback volume 
visually lower the rear mass. The tail is 
surmounted by a prominent spoiler which 
adds not only downforce, but a more 
aggressive, sporty stance. Overall, the car 
appears to be poised to attack the tarmac 
even at a standstill and, seen from the rear, 
the deeply set single taillights underline the 
tension.

UNIQUENESS IN MORE THAN NAME
Satisfying every safety constraint for road 
homologation without interfering with any of 
the usability and tractability of a Ferrari is 
always a huge challenge for the design team 
led by Flavio Manzoni, the more so when 
starting from an existing platform. 
Omologata was indeed a keyword that 
resonated throughout the development of 
this, the 10th front-engined V12 one-off 
Ferrari has delivered since the 2009 P540 
Superfast Aperta. Beyond the clear 
instructions coming from the client and 
down to every detail on the car, the designers 
effectively took into account countless 
variables to make this a bespoke model 
through and through, one which could easily 
find its place in any befitting Ferrari 
showroom. The quest for the ultimate touch 
went as far as developing a new shade of red 
just for the livery, to match the fiery 
triple-layer Rosso Magma over darkened 
carbon-fibre finish.

 Inside the car, a plethora of trim 
details suggests a strong link to Ferrari’s rich 
racing heritage. The electric blue seats, 
finished in a tasteful combination of leather 
and Jeans Aunde® fabric with 4-point racing 
harnesses, stand out against a full black 
interior. In the absence of rear quarter lights 
and screen, the atmosphere in the cabin is 
purposeful, reminiscent of a bygone era. 
Metal parts on the dashboard and steering 
wheel are finished with the crackled paint 
effect associated with the great GT racers of 
the 1950s and 1960s as well as with Ferrari’s 
engine cam covers. A hammered paint effect 
so often used in cars such as the 250 LM and 
250 GTO finds its way on details such as the 
inner door handles and on the Ferrari F1 
bridge.
 A fitting one-off exercise, the 
Omologata manages to encompass a range 
of subtle Ferrari signature design cues 
without falling into nostalgia. Its 
hand-crafted aluminium bodywork is 
sprinkled with almost subliminal details, in a 
way that challenges the enthusiast to identify 
the various sources of inspiration that played 
a part into its inception.
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  nveiled end of last year by AUTOWOLD the official   
  dealership of the Isuzu brand locally, the all-new   
  second-generation mu-X seven-seater SUV is making   
  waves. The new mu-X is a completely new vehicle from  
  the ground up, being longer wider, and higher with a   
  new chassis, bodywork, and an updated engine. Isuzu 
has also updated and upgraded the safety and technology inside the 
vehicle and has reworked the ride and drive for an advanced driving 
experience.

 The new mu-X is the vanguard of Isuzu vehicle offerings with 
the D-Max double cab scheduled to arrive early next year. The new 
D-Max is based on the new mu-X and gave us a few insights into what 
we can expect next year and to say that it is exciting is an 
understatement. 
The new vehicle has passed with flying colours, delivering an 
exceptionally comfortable yet very capable drive

NEW LOOK, NEW TECH
 The new mu-X does not stray too far from the look and feel of 
the outgoing model but manages to come across as new and 
refreshed. New angular lines and design cues give the mu-X a bulkier 
aggressive look with angular design cues around the grille and 
headlights, redesigned bumpers give the impression of a wider stance 
while the addition of new various sized wheels per model completely 
changes the look and feel of the car. We drove the top-spec ONYX 
model on launch and this derivative was fitted with the 20' wheels 
which surprisingly enough did not overly compromise the ride quality.
 The ONYX model also benefits from the new IDAS safety 
system which makes use of a forward-facing stereo camera setup that 
relays information to the numerous onboard safety systems such as 
Collision Mitigation, Lane Keeping Assist, Driver Attention Assist, and 
Autonomous Emergency Braking. The system is also incorporated into 
other driver assistance arrangements such as the Turn Assist, Pedal 
Misaaplication Mitigation, and Adaptive Cruise Control.

U
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 Safety is very high on the 
priority list for Isuzu and the mu-X has a 
5-star ANCAP rating and is first in class 
with 8 airbags including the addition of 
a divider airbag that deploys from the 
driver's seat to separate the driver and 
passenger in the event of a side-on 
collision. 
 The interior is replete with fine 
leather on all the seats with piano black 
and chrome trims on the door cards 
and dashboard. Some of the interior 
plastics are a bit on the chintzy side but 
can be overlooked at the lower price 
point model, however, buyers of the 
ONYX model may take issue with the 
rough touch and feel. 
 Families will be very happy with 
the array of charging points and AC 
power outlets as well as the 311l (all rows 
up) of boot space. The total space with 
all the seats down expands to a massive 
3568l, so even the largest and most 
active families can travel in style.

 
EXPLORATION MACHINE
Powered by an updated 4JJ3 3.0l 
4-cylinder turbo diesel engine, the new 
mill delivers 140kW and 450Nm and is 
mated to a 6-speed automatic 
transmission. The power is available 
from as low as 1500rpm, making offroad 
driving a cinch. Power is delivered to 
the rear wheels but can be redirected to 
all four through the transfer case and 
the locking rear differential from the 
Drive selector switch on the centre 
console.
 Amongst some of the new tech 
items is the Rough Terrain Mode which 
when engaged from a separate button 
on the console, further stabilizes the 
vehicle on uneven surfaces where one 
or two wheels opposite each other lose 
traction.
The suspension not only supported 
on-road dynamics but also soaked up 
the bumps and undulations of the 
numerous dirt tracks we traversed.
 The reworked engine delivered 
the torque low down while climbing the 
passes and when faced with offroad 
obstacles it never felt over or 
underpowered. Isuzu claims combined 
cycle consumption figures of 
7.6l/100km and our overall drive figures 
for the 2 days came back at 9.2l/100km. 

VERDICT
Having driven the mu-X on different 
types of roads and terrains, it became 
very apparent that Isuzu has something 
of a winner on its hands. With a superb 
drive and dynamic handling on various 
surfaces, it is safe to say that the new 
mu-X is a worthy replacement and 
contender in this segment. Our only 
complaint towards the new mu-X 
would be our slight disappointment 
with the nature of the internal plastics 
but besides that the vehicle is simply 
fantastic and a superb drive!
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