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  The late rains and cold weather are rather   
  unwelcome in most parts of the country. Our   
  heartfelt condolences go to the friends and   
  families of victims lives claimed by RTA over   
  the long Easter weekend. May their souls rest 
in peace.  

 In this edition, we drive on. We have a delightful 
eclectic mix for your reading pleasure. Our feature is the 7th 
generation Isuzu D-Max , which is officially now in South 
Africa. We hold our breath in anticipation for it to soon be with 
us. 
 We have great tips on how to choose the bull dozer for 
you. A good paper gives direction on Zimbabwe’s nightmarish 
transit public system that sure need a good practicable 
overhaul.

 The Honda Fit versus the Kia Rio versus the Mazda 2 
makes interesting though rather biased reading for us. The 
lovely range of the best small off-roaders on sale 2022. 
including the BMX1 which gives a delectable choice for the 
reader.
 The mouth-watering, 2022 Mercedes-Maybach GLS600 
review is to die for. Closer to home our AUTONEWS maker, 
Fidza Chiyangwa allows us inside his very own 2022 
Mercedes-Maybach GLS600.What a treat!

 1st  May is upon us. A shout out to all the workers in the 
motor industry. Keep the wheels turning.

 Mask up. Sanitise . Drive safe. Stay safe. Stay warm.
 Please do often make some time to stop and  relax.. It 
is tough on our roads.
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autonews maker

Dictionary

auto newsmaker|

/ˈɔːtəʊ njuːzmeɪkə/

a newsworthy person in the motoring industry.

Integrity, wisdom, communicator, self-awareness, gratitude, leaner, influencer, empathy, star, celebrity, respect, superstar, big-name, famous name, household 
name, leading edge, trend setter, disrupter, innovator, big-shot, positive thinker, common sense, luminary, leading-light, leader, focused, mentor, prominent, 
accomplished, goal getter, results-driven, achiever, deliver, talented, team player, intelligence, confidence, accountability, humility, resilience, 
vision

  treet talk by naysayers is  “Fidza apera” aka he is now  
  a whitewash. 
  However, in defiance, the flamboyant businessman   
  Philip Chiyangwa has just bought himself a 2022   
  Mercedes Maybach GLS600. He also bought a Toyota   
  Land Cruiser 300 series which landed this month as 
well
 We look at what makes this beautiful beast one of the most 
sought-after vehicles. With 0 to 100 km/h (62mph) in 4.9 seconds, a 
maximum top speed of 250 km/h, a curb weight of 2685 kgs, the GLS 
600 4MATIC Maybach has a turbocharged V 8-cylinder engine, petrol 
motor.
 This engine produces a maximum power of 410kW at rpm and 
a maximum torque of 730 Nm at 1200 rpm. The power is transmitted to 

the road by the all-wheel drive (AWD) with a 9 speed Automatic 
gearbox.
 On the topic of chassis details responsible for road holding, 
handling behavior and ride comfort, the X167 GLS has Independent 
Double Wishbones. Air Suspension. Anti-roll bar. Front suspension and 
Independent Double Wishbones. Air Suspension. Anti-roll bar. Rear 
suspension. Stock tire sizes are 285 / 45 on 22-inch rims at the front, 
and 325 / 40 on 22 inch rims at the rear. For stopping power, the X167 
GLS 600 4MATIC Maybach braking system includes Vented Discs at the 
front and Vented Discs at the rear.

 The X167 GLS model is a SUV / TT car manufactured by 
Mercedes Benz, with 5 doors and 5 seats, sold new from year 2020.
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Engine type - Number of cylinders:        V 8

Fuel type:           Petrol

Fuel System:           Direct Injection

Engine Alignment:          Longitudinal

Engine Position:          Front

Engine size - Displacement - Engine capacity:      3982 cm3 or 243 cu-in

Number of valves:          32 Valves

Aspiration:           Turbo Intercooler

Maximum power - Output - Horsepower:       549 bhp or 410 kW @ - rpm

Maximum torque:          730 Nm or 538 lb. Ft @ 1200 rpm

Drive wheels - Traction - Drivetrain:        AWD

Transmission Gearbox - Number of speeds:       9 speed Automatic Transmission relations

Fuel Consumption - Economy - Combined WLTP:      13.1 L/100km

Range (WLTP):           687 Km 

Fuel Tank Capacity:          90 L

CO2 emissions WLTP:          297 g/Km (Mercedes Benz)

Top Speed:           250 km/h 

Acceleration 0 to 100 km/h:         4.9 s

Body:            SUV / TT

Num. of Doors:           5

Wheelbase:           313.5 cm or 123.43 inches

Length:           533.5 cm or 210.04 inches

Width:            195.6 cm or 77.01 inches

Height:            182.3 cm or 71.77 inches

Front Axle:           166.9 cm or 65.71 inches

Rear Axle:           166.9 cm or 65.71 inches

Max. Towing Capacity Weight:        3500 Kg or 7716.17 lbs

Num. of Seats:           5

Aerodynamic drag coefficient - Cc: 

Front Brakes - Disc dimensions:        Vented Discs (- mm)

Rear Brakes - Dices dimensions:        Vented Discs (- mm)

Front Tyres - Rims dimensions:        285/45 R22

Rear Tyres - Rims dimensions:         325/40 R22

Curb Weight:           2685 kg OR 5919 lbs

Weight-Power Output Ratio:         5.5 kg/hp

Trunk / Boot capacity:          520-2400 L

Price:             US$350,000.00
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  RIVEtorque is not sure if this truck will find its way   
  into Zimbabwe through the local dealership. However,  
  it is a good bakkie and up for discussion.
  The 2022 Foton Tunland version is the latest with all   
  the new specs and features that have since been   
  upgraded from its predecessors. That big truck has 
120KW Cummins ISF 2.8-litre diesel engine. The Foton Tunland has a 
maximum torque of 360Nm per wheel, which is higher than other 
models available in the market. Engineers have fitted the unit with a 
turbocharged BOSCH 4G69 petrol engine that provides a beautiful 
driving experience with aggressive style and reliable features.

 INTERIOR:
 The interior of this truck is completely luxurious with all the 
premium-level tools and trims. The inner cab has a large shield that 
gives you an amazing sense of clarity and visibility while driving. 
Power steering is equipped with all the electrical features like air gear, 
anti-locking, power windows, and safety modes.
 The front and back legroom is spacious with comfortable 
seats. The latest infotainment system has an 8 LED touch screen with 
Bluetooth, smartphone options offer an amazing experience of long 
drives and 6 adjustable positions in the driving seat that allows the 
driver to drive comfortably and confidently. 

 EXTERIOR:
 The truck looks so aggressive from the outside. It has a dual 
cab with a space behind the open-air cargo dump style. The front grill 
features chrome wings and the same Foton logo in the middle. The 
front bumper has a strong trapezium wind, carrying a black 
left-to-right fog lamp. Wide and dense LED headlamps and turn 
indicators are placed on the sharp edge of the frontal bonnet.
 It has four doors with a seating capacity of 2 x 5 people. Its 15″ 
large alloy rim tires are well suited to withstand suspension, especially 
on Zimbabwean roads. With a long wheelbase, the rear 4.35m trunk 
has a capacity of 1.5T cargo.

 FEATURES:
• ECU Engine for ECO Friendly
• Exhaust Gas Recirculation EGR system
• Selective Catalytic Reduction SCR technology
• 4WD
• 2-speed push button
• 4H for wet or slick off-road driving
• 2H for normal on-road use
• 4L for extreme off-road drives
• 5T loading capacity
• 5T caravan Towing power
• 420mm wading depth
• Adaptable Temperature
• Crystal Diamond Headlights
• ABS plus EBD braking system
• Passengers Airbag
• 60% grade-ability

�����������
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• 3 Points Seat Belts
• Child Safety Seat
• Crumple Zone and Steering

 This bakkie is powerful and has a wide space that you will 
definitely love.
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  is important to keep your vehicle in tune and    
  up-to-date with repairs. Regular auto maintenance can  
  prevent unexpected breakdowns and accidents when  
  you are far away from an auto shop. 
  Maintaining your vehicle can keep you safe and secure  
  on the road, so you can get from place to place without 
any car problems.
 There are a number of companies who offer auto repair and 
service in Zimbabwe. One of them is DRIVUS World. Despite the 
challenging operating environment, it has managed to establish itself 
as the country’s service centre of choice.
 Not only that DRIVUS World boasts of customer care relations 
and meeting their needs when it comes to full service auto repair. The 
service centre takes in most known brands. 
 As expected for any organisation, their team is well qualified 
which gives you the value for your money. Their workshop personnel 
have unrivalled knowledge in vehicle repairs and are guided by set 
standards from respective manufacturers of brands they deal with.
The team is made up of experts who have worked on brands such as 
Ford, Toyota, Nissan, Isuzu, Mazda, Land Rover, Nissan, Chev, Kia and 
others.  This saw the company being a one stop shop where everything 
is done at once no matter the type of the car. So having different types 
of cars is not a problem when it comes to DRIVUS World.   

 While it originated in Zimbabwe it has managed to establish 
itself in neighbouring South Africa and the world at large. Here are 
some of the services they offer. 
 There is a thorough check up and starts a routine maintenance 
or repairs programme for your vehicle. Their workshop is equipped to 
international standards with original equipment manufacturer tools of 
the trade. It compares with most of the world over.
 Most importantly all Approved Service Centres use 
state-of-the-art equipment in up-to-date workshop environments. On 
top of the assurance that only qualified technicians will be entrusted 
to work on your car, there are extra benefits to using DRIVUS world. 
Due to the top notch service offered DRIVUS world has become one of 
the busiest workshops in the automotive industry and they attract top 
skills in their workshops. Economies of scale are also on their side in 
terms of pricing of parts. 
 DRIVUS world recruitment exercise is based on talent and 
customer care.  In order not to be left behind in terms of technological 
advancement, it allows its personnel to upgrade their knowledge 
through education and sensitisation workshops spearheaded by 
well-established technicians.  Most of the DRIVUS world believes in 
rewarding its technicians handsomely. A happy technician translates 
into happy customers. This is why our repeat business is high. 
 All services should be carried out according to the distance or 
time-based intervals that are prescribed by the manufacturer. If in 
doubt please you will have to visit DRIVUS world service centre and ask 
for a service advisor. These are experts when it comes to servicing your 
vehicle. They will give you valuable advice.
 You may remember the old days of getting a small service 

reminder sticker on the inside of your windshield as a prompt of when 
your vehicle is due for an oil change. Many newer automobiles have a 
system to track the “oil life” and notify the owner when it is time for an 
oil change.
 Some automobile manufacturers equip their vehicles with 
mileage or condition-based reminder systems. An on-board computer 
keeps track of the miles driven or engine operating conditions since 
the last maintenance service was performed and turns on a reminder 
light when the next maintenance is due. If you drive your vehicle more 
than the average person, or occasionally push it to extremes, the 
service indicator may appear sooner.
 In order to make sure your ownership experience is as 
gratifying as possible; DRIVUS world uses Genuine Parts and Branded 
After- market parts as recommended by OEMs should the need for 
replacements arise. Each Genuine Part is designed, engineered and 
tested for optimum performance, safety, robustness and reliability 
according to respective vehicle manufacturers.
 Good service delivery speaks for itself as clients are now 
moving over to DRIVUS world because they properly diagnose and 
repair vehicles with a very low return rate, probably the best in the 
automotive industry. This comes as DRIVUS worlds' professionally 
trained technicians have the skills to get your vehicle into top 
condition.
 A snap survey of clients who have made use of DRIVUS world 
expressed their gratitude in the company’s ability to diagnose a 
problem and fix it. 
 DRIVUS world Managing Director Godwin Kwenda said vehicle 
owners should make use of their state of the art workshops for 
maintenance and repairs. 
 He warned people to desist from fly by night workshops who 
do not have proper working tools and skills. This comes as vehicle 
owners find themselves being milked of their hard earned money 
without finding a lasting solution to their vehicles.   
 “Our car repair experts will get your vehicle serviced as 
quickly as possible and most importantly in the correct manner 
that meets manufacturers’ standards. We will communicate with 
you at every stage of the repairs” he said.
 Kwenda is a well-respected technical person in the automotive 
industry having worked on leading brands. He has trained and 
mentored leading mechanics in the country. He is also a well-known 
trouble shooter for vehicles that present challenges.
 So the choice is yours of choosing a reputable company like 
DRIVUSs World has a host of repair and recovery options for your 
vehicle, including a tow truck available for drivers anywhere in 
Zimbabwe or fly by night mechanics. It is well packaged in such a way 
that they are a fully mechanised workshop with a fully-functional 
recovery service. Also they can pick up your car for repairs and return it 
wherever you are in Zimbabwe.

 To schedule your next service appointment please come to 
DRIVUS world workshop at 124 Simon Mazorodze Road, Harare. Or 
you can call on 0242 621723 / 739 OR 0778 144072 

IT
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When you trust the wrong mechanics,
you will still pay even after “repairs”.

info@drivus.co.zw
service@drivus.co.zw
www.drivus.co.zw

24-126 Corner Simon Mazorodze
& Manchester Road . Southerton
Harare . Zimbabwe

0778 144 072
0719 144 072
0772 917 708

Choose the right 
service specialists!

The quality of parts 
is the future of 
your vehicle.
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which limits the noise, dust and vibrations of 
a site from affecting the operator. You should 
also focus on visibility when checking out a 
cab. A cab that has unobstructed visibility will 
increase safety and performance. Some 
newer models will give you seat bolsters that 
prevent jarring movements and keep the 
operator safer. If you are going to be working 
in extreme climates you might want to check 
out cabs with air conditioning and heaters.

 STEERING
 One rather recent and helpful 
addition to bulldozers is a joystick control 
that lets you handle the steering, direction, 
speed and transmission. This 
electro-hydraulic joystick gives you more 
precision and maneuverability and simplifies 
navigation. It comes with a thumb roller for 
transmission and a thumb rocker that 
controls the blade and rear attachments. This 
also helps you conserve fuel as you can adjust 
the engine speed according to your needs.

 ATTACHMENTS
 If you are going to be buying a 
rugged machine like a bulldozer, it only 
makes sense to get some attachments that 
will let you utilize it to a greater degree. The 
first thing you have to ensure is that your 
bulldozer will be compatible with the 
attachments you will need. Talk to us at 
DRIVEtorque about what you want your 
bulldozer to tackle and we will recommend 
the right suppliers for you and help you find 
the ones that are compatible with your type 
of work.

 We hope this information helps you 
towards choosing the right bulldozer for you! 

  here are few machines more  
  necessary or reliable on a  
  heavy worksite than a   
  bulldozer. These machines  
  have come a long way since  
  their inception back in the 
early 1900s. They now have a range of 
automated features, ergonomic designs, 
hydraulic systems and more! The one worry 
on most people’s minds when buying a 
bulldozer is the cost. There is more to these 
machines than that. Pay attention to the 
specs. You will end up with a piece of 
equipment you can count on for years to 
come.

 At DRIVEtorque, we endeavor to 
connect our readers with the right 
equipment for their requirements. That is 
why we have compiled the following 
information to help you get the right 
bulldozer for your needs. If you need 
additional information or you want to check 
out some sturdy bulldozers for sale, call 
DRIVEtorque for advice. They will refer you to 
companies that are reliable and efficient and 
meet your equipment need!

 SIZE
 To choose the right bulldozer, you 
should know what you want it to do. A small 
bulldozer will have 80 to 92 horsepower and 
an operating weight of up to 18,000 lbs. A 
medium one will give you up to 205 hp and 
46,160 lbs of operating weight. With a large 
bulldozer you will get from 600 to 850 hp and 
around 230,000 lbs operating weight. How 
much space do you have on your work site for 
a bulldozer? Remember that a large machine 
will give more output but it is harder to 

transport and store.

 UNDERCARRIAGE
 Before you go looking at bulldozers 
for sale, take into account the type of terrain 
you shall be working on. Bulldozer 
undercarriages come in standard- and 
heavy-duty types. The first one is best for 
landscaping, construction and other such 
types of work. It will need improvement on 
oil-seals to increase their life. With a 
heavy-duty undercarriage, you get all that 
you get in a standard one along with 
additions like steel plating for maximum 
strength and idler rims. You can use these 
dozers on rougher terrain and even slopes.

 TRACK OR WHEELS
 Bulldozers come in crawler and 
wheeler types. Crawlers have tracks, which 
provide more traction and are popular in 
construction and agricultural sites. The tracks 
let it work on shifting and irregular terrain 
with greater ease. Another pro of the crawler 
type is a ripper attached to the rear end that 
makes it more suitable for demolition and 
earth removal. Wheeler dozers are often 
much larger in size, which means they work 
better in areas that are not costly grounds or 
paved. They have hydraulic steering which 
makes them useful in tight spaces where 
turning is difficult.

 CAB
 Newer bulldozers will give you 
greater cab enhancements that not only 
make the operator more comfortable but 
help increase productivity. You can get a cab 
with an isolation-mounted pressurized 
environment with heavy-duty air filters, 
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  here was a time when opting  
  for a four-wheel drive vehicle  
  meant heavy penalties in fuel  
  economy,performance and  
  drivability. Not anymore! The  
  latest crop of off-roaders can 
be great to drive and surprisingly cheap to 
run.
 Best of all, there are loads of different 
small 4x4s to choose from. You are not 
limited to a large, bulky SUV or old-fashioned 
off-roader. Buying a true 4×4 means you will 
get more off-road ability than your standard 

SUV, meaning you can cope with all the mud 
and slippery stuff those off-road tracks can 
throw at you – but these cars are also super 
capable when driving on normal roads too.  
 These cars need to be practical, 
sturdy, and solid – for whatever your lifestyle 
is. 
 We have rounded up some of the 
best small 4x4s, which offer all-wheel drive 
but are compact, cheap to buy and will return 
great fuel economy. They will not give you the 
massive running costs that a large SUV 
would, while still being hugely practical and 

capable. 

DRIVEtorque’s list of small off roaders:
▶ Suzuki Vitara
▶ Renault Duster
▶ Mazda CX-3
▶ MINI Countryman
▶ BMW X1
▶ Suzuki Jimny
▶ Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross
▶ Jeep Renegade
▶ Hyundai Kona
▶ Toyota Urban Cruiser

T

RENAULT DUSTER
Opting for the cheapest SUV on sale in Zimbabwe today does not have 
to be a mission impossible nor a compromise any more. Sure, the 
Duster is not as plush as some of its rivals, but it is just as capable, and 
offers absolutely brilliant value. The ultra-efficient diesel engine 
commands a premium over the petrols, so think carefully which you 
choose – but opting for four-wheel drive is a no-brainer if you intend to 
use the Duster off-road. If you do, you shall find it as capable as many 
machines that cost double or treble as much.

SUZUKI VITARA
It is rather a bit of a hidden gem, the Suzuki Vitara. The brand actually 
has a lot of experience when it comes to making small SUVs – it started 
way back in 1970. The Vitara is a world away from those early models, 
but it is a tempting proposition, with a roomy interior, brilliant petrol 
engines and tidy handling thanks to its light weight. All models get 
Bluetooth, climate control and 16-inch alloy wheels, but stepping up 
further will bring sat-nav, a parking camera and privacy glass in the 
rear.

MINI COUNTRYMAN
Translating the handling of the MINI hatch into a bulkier SUV body was 
no doubt a tough job, but the British brand has managed it with the 
MINI Countryman. Four-wheel drive is available on all models, but even 
front-wheel drive brings fantastic handling. Those of us who like to 
stand out will be overjoyed by the sheer level of personalization on 
offer – there is no reason your Countryman has to look like anybody 
else’s.

MAZDA CX-3
Keen drivers ought to think about choosing the Mazda CX-3. The 
Japanese firm is one of the best at making mainstream vehicles feel 
really great to drive, and its compact SUV is no exception. The CX-3 is 
grippy, well-balanced and has nicely weighted and direct steering. The 
1.8-litre diesel is a new engine, and offers decent economy – but 
consider opting for the wonderfully smooth 2.0-litre petrol unless you 
do lots of annual miles.

�����������������������
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SUZUKI JIMNY
The Suzuki Jimny is a proper old-school off-roader, but on a miniature 
scale. The end result is a small 4×4 that can outclass almost anything 
when it comes to the rough stuff. The Jimny is packed with charm, too, 
and surprisingly good to drive around town. Admittedly, you will not 
want to take it on too many long journeys, but stick to slower roads and 
muddy tracks and this dinky 4×4 will do you very well indeed.

BMW X1
The first-generation BMW X1 sold very well, but the current model is a 
far superior car. It is based on the same underpinnings as the MINI 
Countryman but has more mature styling. It is tuned for more comfort 
than the MINI, but still handles well. We recommend the 
four-wheel-drive 18d model, which manages to offer fuel economy in 
excess of 4.7 Litres per 100 kilometres. 

JEEP RENEGADE
Chunky retro styling really marks the Jeep Renegade out from the 
crowd, while also ensuring it looks cohesive next to its larger SUV 
peers. It is more rugged than some so-called ‘soft-roaders’, and there is 
even a bespoke off-road trim level, named Trailhawk. Mechanicals are 
shared with Fiat, so there is an excellent 1.3-litre petrol engine on offer 
as well as an efficient diesel option.

MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE CROSS
Mitsubishi’s line-up of SUVs can, at times, be confusing, but the Eclipse 
Cross is the newest and probably the best of the bunch. It is offered 
with a single engine – a 1.5-litre turbocharged petrol – that offers good 
performance. Equipment levels are strong too, and Mitsubishi’s taken 
the bold step of eschewing a factory sat-nav system – assuming 
instead that most drivers will use smartphone connectivity such as 
Apple CarPlay and Android Auto.

TOYOTA URBAN CRUISER
The baby cruiser recently joined the foray in Zimbabwe. The Urban 
Cruiser is the sort of product that is destined to be a success. With the 
right badge, a solid platform from a brand with a reputation for relia-
bility that is on parity with Toyota and the simple element that it is a 
crossover are key reasons for its near-guaranteed success. The fact that 
it is reasonably priced and relatively safe also make it easy to recom-
mend as a beginner crossover. You can be assured that there shall be 
many ‘little’ Cruisers on local roads.

HYUNDAI KONA
Hyundai offers its smallest SUV as the brilliant Kona Electric, but petrol 
and diesel-powered models are worth a look, too. The Kona offers strik-
ing styling and a practical interior, plus Hyundai’s straightforward trim 
structure means it is as easy as pie to pick the right model. Four-wheel 
drive is offered with the powerful 1.6-litre petrol, too – so you might 
surprise some people with your turn of pace.
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parallel twin. It is matched with a 
six-speed transmission, and a clutch with 
assist and slipper functions.
•
 There are two color choices for the 
2022 Honda CBR500R: Grand Prix Red and 
Sword Metallic Silver. You should be able to 
check out the sport motorcycle in person this 
month at a helpful Honda dealer.

2022 HONDA CBR500R ABS  
SPECIFICATIONS

ENGINE:
Type: Parallel twin
Displacement: 471cc
Bore x stroke: 67.0 x 66.8mm
Compression ratio: 10.7:1
Fueling: EFI w/ 34mm throttle bodies
Valvetrain: DOHC; 4vpc

TRANSMISSION:
6-speed
Clutch: Wet multiplate w/ assist and slipper 
functions
Final drive: O-ring chain

CHASSIS:
Frame: Diamond-shaped steel tube
Front suspension; travel: Non-adjustable 
Showa SFF-BP 41mm inverted fork; 4.3 inches
Rear suspension: Linkage-assisted,  
spring-preload adjustable shock; 4.7 inches
Wheels: 5-spoke aluminum
Front tire: 120/70 x 17
Rear tire: 160/60 x 17
Front brakes: 296mm discs w/ 4-piston 
radially mounted Nissin calipers
Rear brake: 240mm disc w/ single-piston 
caliper
ABS: Standard

DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES
Wheelbase: 55.5 inches
Rake: 25.5 degrees
Trail: 4.0 inches
Seat height: 31.1 inches
Fuel capacity: 4.5 gallons
Curb weight: 423 pounds
Colors: Grand Prix Red; Sword Silver Metallic

  he sportiest of the Honda  
  500 twins is back with   
  updates to increase   
  performance while only  
  raising the price by a few  
  hundred US dollars. While not  
a supersport motorcycle, the 2022 Honda 
CBR500R does feature a fairing and low-rise 
clip-on. We already talked about the prospect 
of these changes in October when the 2022 
CB500 lineup was revealed in Europe. 

However, we do not always get exactly the 
same motorcycles that they do in Europe. As 
a gentle reminder, all the photos in this story 
are of an accessorized European version of 
the 2022 Honda CBR500R. Now, let us see 
what is new.

• Instead of a single 320mm disc, the 
2022 Honda CBR500R has a pair of 296mm 
discs. They are radially mounted and 
feature four-piston Nissin calipers. ABS is 

standard.

• The discs are bolted to a new 
wheel. Actually, both ends get new 
cast-aluminum five-spoke wheels. They 
are lighter, which makes handling more 
agile. Plus, there is less resistance to 
acceleration, as well as reduced inertia to 
overcome when braking.

• The rear wheel rolls inside a new 
swingarm. Honda engineers lightened the 
swingarm by two pounds while retaining 
the same level of strength.

• A new Showa SFF-BP inverted fork 
tops off the changes to the front end of the 
new CBR500R. The 41mm fork features 
separate damping functions in each fork 
leg, plus big-piston damping rods for more 
precise action.

• Returning is the agreeable 471cc 

T
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 INTERIOR
 Where previous generations have maintained the tried and 
tested interior execution, the new D-Max ushers in an era of 
refinement and SUV-like ergonomics. The increase in overall size can 
be felt in the interior which presents a spacious and airy cabin. Rear 
seat passengers get additional legroom and the rear seats have been 
spread by 20 mm to offer up more shoulder room for rear-seat 
passengers. They also get longer doors to make ingress and egress 
simpler and more accessible. 
 It is not only the rear passengers that benefit from the 
upgrades. The driver is treated to a telescoping steering wheel that is 
slightly smaller than the 6th generation model. This promotes a more 
car-like driving position and frees up some space for the more rotund 
individuals who may be considering a double cab. Dual-zone climate 
control is fitted to LSE and V-Cross models with the double cab 
offerings receiving rear vents for additional passenger comfort. 
 The overall fit and finish are of a high standard and hardly drew 
any criticism from me. Even when I sampled the entry-level extended 
cab version, the interior appeared to be robust and well-fitting, even 
with the omission of creature comforts like carpet (rubber floor mat 
instead), electric windows and storage consoles.

  he new, 7th generation Isuzu D-Max has officially   
  launched in South Africa early this month. Like we   
  have always said, when South Africa coughs,    
  Zimbabwe sneezes. Whatever they launch in South   
  Africa, chances are that it will end up in Zimbabwe.   
  Autoworld, Zimbabwe’s official Isuzu dealership 
confirmed that the all new Isuzu D-Max should be in Zimbabwe any 
moment from now. It offers more tech and safety than ever before. 
Paired with striking good looks and a compliant ride quality, the D-Max 
is set to challenge the status quo in the leisure double cab sector.
 “The Isuzu bakkie is an iconic vehicle in South Africa and 
the Isuzu brand has long been associated with quality and 
reliability. The fact that this bakkie is being manufactured in South 
Africa is more than just a matter of pride,” declared The South Africa 
President, Cyril Ramaphosa at the launch early this month
 The mere fact that the South African president attended the 
launch shows how important this brand is to the South Africans. It is 
part of their heritage. The circumstances where they are now 
manufacturing it in South Africa is sweet music to the South African 
government as well. Formerly known and loved as the KB-Series, the 
new D-Max range is set to take on the giants in the light commercial 
vehicle sector.

 BOLD NEW LOOK
 Overall, the new D-Max is a larger, more substantial offering, if 
that were even possible. Isuzu has extended the wheelbase by 30mm, 
offering additional space in the interior and helping improve 
straight-line stability on the road. This is combined with a bonnet line 
that is 15 mm taller and a load bin ledge that is now 30 mm higher. 
Combined with the roofline that now sits 10 mm lower, the new D_Max 
has aggressive and sporty pretensions with the image to match.
 The aggressive new front end design sees higher-spec LSE and 
V-Cross models equipped with Bi-LED headlights with integrated LED 
DRL elements. These complement the angry-looking front treatment 
that appears to have two sets of teeth jutting into the grille element. 
There is no mistaking the new D-Max for its predecessor or anything 
else on the road for that matter.
 Around the back, the taillights on the LSE and V-Cross models 
get a similar LED treatment. LS models get 17-inch alloy wheels while 
the LSE and V-Cross models are fitted with 18-inch alloy wheels in a 
striking design, finished in anthracite black.

T
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mirroring functionality as the system's native operating system is 
rather slow to respond.
 V-Cross models are also fitted with the IDAS system, which is 
the Intelligent Driver Assistance System that hosts a range of safety 
systems. In this package you get Forward Collision Warning (FCW), 
Autonomous Emergency Braking (AEB), Adaptive Cruise Control 
(ACC), Lane Departure Warning System (LDWS), Lane Departure 
Prevention (LDP) and Lane Keep Assist System (LKAS), Blind Spot 
Monitor (BSM), Rear Cross Traffic Alert, Parking Aid (front and rear) and 
Multi Collision Brake (MCB). While it all sounds good and well, the 
audible alerts can prove to distract at times if the sensitivity is too high 
and you can only able to switch this off when the vehicle is stationary.

 The rest of the range still gets a comprehensive list of safety 
systems including Anti-lock Brakes (ABS), Electronic Brakeforce 
Distribution (EBD) and Brake Assist (BAS), Electronic Stability Control 
(ESC) with Traction Control, Hill Start Assist (HSA), Hill Descent Control 
(HDC) and Trailer Sway Control. Up to eight airbags are available on the 
new D-Max range.

 MORE POWER!

 Wave goodbye to the 2.5-litre engine! It will now only be 
offered in the run-on 6th generation workhorse that will be produced 
alongside the new 7th-gen D-Max. In its place is a new 1.9-litre 
turbodiesel engine that provides greater efficiency and smoother 
running. This unit produces 110 kW (10 kW more than the 2.5) and 350 
Nm torque (30 Nm more than the engine it replaces). Driving it in the 
6-speed manual in the base model, it gave no serious cause for 
concern. The power is more than ample for its intended purpose and 
should prove to be popular amongst cost-conscious fleet operators.
 The 3.0 remains but has been reworked from head to toe. This 
lump is now good for 140 kW and 450 Nm torque. Oddly enough 
though, fuel consumption figures have been omitted from initial press 
releases but should be made available in due course.
 Customers will have a choice of a 6-speed manual or a 6-speed 
automatic (in most trims and body styles) with 4x2 and 4x4 drivetrains.
Place your orders today with Autoworld at 24 Silwood Close, Chisipite, 
Harare .

 Call : +263 867 7004334 +263 04-497800/1 0773 255984.

 TECHNOLOGY AND SAFETY
 As one would expect from a prime contender in the double 
cab arena, the new D-Max is not shy on technology either. LS models 
get a 7-inch touchscreen infotainment system with Bluetooth 
connectivity but it is the LSE and V-Cross models that get the 9-inch 
infotainment system with wireless Android Auto and Apple CarPlay. 
Unfortunately, you shall need to make use of the smartphone 
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Autoworld Chisipite: 0867 700 4334 
Autoworld Paza Buster: 0867 700 4333
Autoworld Bulawayo: 0867 700 4335

Autoworld Zimbabwe today. 

BOLD
The All-New ISUZU D-MAX. Our Boldest Bakkie yet.

COMING SOON!
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  he latest Land Rover   
  Defender tries to pay   
  homage to the Land Rover  
  that started it all. Anything  
  bearing the Defender name  
  has rather large boots to fill. 
Has the latest incarnation of this nameplate 
hit the mark or failed miserably? Every 
decade or so,    a model is 
released that is so innovative, unique and 
striking, that the automotive world is left 
dumbstruck and in awe, unable   
 to truly comprehend the gravitas of 
its presence. We saw this with the likes of the 
Audi TT, the Golf 5 GTI, Toyota FJ Cruiser, and  
  even the Range Rover 
Evoque. These models set the tone for the 
years to come and many would argue that 
they were the     
catalysts for future designs. In more recent 
times, it is the Land Rover Defender that has 
piqued our interest and I do not think we 
have yet to truly appreciate the magnitude 
of its impact.
 Admittedly, the latest Defender is a 
shameless homage to the Defender Ninety 
and One-Ten as even the Series III that 
preceded those. It has been met with a 
mixed reception though. There are those 
that believe it is a watered-down, anodyne 
mockery of the original, while there are 
those that cannot help but sing its praises 

enough. I have to admit that I am in the 
latter camp, after having defected from the 
former.

 STYLING
 It is the styling that makes the new 
Defender the presence it is. It is 
unmistakably Defender with a boxy 
approach to the design, envisioned using 
set- and T-squares rather than compasses 
and French curves. The large, upright 
glasshouse has black pillars, leaving the roof 
floating ominously above the straight edges 
of the body. The sheet metal of the wheel 
arches rolls over and around the front end, 
improving aerodynamics and are 
punctuated by the LED headlights with a 
circular LED DRL element, echoing the 
7-inch sealed-beam headlights of the 
previous Defender generations. The grille is a 
muscular affair, resting above a 
purposeful-looking mesh grille and skid 
plate arrangement and topped with the 
iconic Defender name.
 The upright theme continues at the 
rear with a waterfall drop only broken by the 
tailgate-mounted spare wheel. The new 
Defender certainly looks like it was simply 
cut off of a tube of Defenders, the rear panel 
dropping near vertically. Small, LED rear 
lamps look like nothing more than 
push-buttons and on our Defender X test 

model, were smoked for a more 
monochromatic look.
The package is rounded off with large, 
20-inch wheels, shod with sizeable 
255/60R20 Goodyear Wrangler tyres. These 
AT tyres are not half as noisy as one would 
expect them to be, but you will still hear 
more from them than you would a better 
road-biased tyre when commuting on the 
highway.

 SPACE & INTERIOR 
 The new Defender is a sizeable 
machine. At just over 5-metres long, the 110 
takes up a fair deal of real estate. This girth is 
converted into interior space, thankfully, and 
with the upright design of the greenhouse, 
headroom and perceived space are 
excellent. My biggest gripe with the 
Defender 90 is the ingress to the rear. Simply 
impossible unless you are an Eastern block 
gymnast, 5-years old, or made from rubber. 
It is incomprehensibly painful, trying to get 
into the back of a Defender 90. In the 110, 
that is less of an issue and the rear doors 
make taking friends and family with you on 
your off-road cohorts far more bearable.
 Our test model had the more 
sombre interior trimmings with the crash 
pads and dashboard trims coated in the 
Ebony option. 

T
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Naturally, this system with its large full-colour 
touchscreen is Android Auto and Apple 
CarPlay equipped, allowing you to seamlessly 
integrate the Defender into your digital life.
 It does more than just slot into your 
life and the Defender can actually augment 
it. There is a domestic outlet for those that 
wish to run camping fridges, numerous 12v 
outlets and USB charging ports, and the 
ClearSight rear-view mirror ensures that you 
can see behind you, even when loaded up to 
the hilt (or when trying to look past the spare 
wheel).

 PERFORMANCE 
 The D300 model is the largest diesel 
engine one can get in the Defender and 
frankly, it is the only one to have. This freight 
train of a power plant produces 221 kW at 4 
000 RPM and a meaty 650 Newtons from as 
low as 1 500 RPM. Even from just off of idle, 
the D300 pulls strong and relentlessly with 
the torque only starting to taper off towards 
the upper end of the rev range. The Defender 
110 D300 X will do the 0 - 100 km/h sprint in 
7-seconds, a time that is more than 
respectable for a machine of this stature. If 
you really have to be the fastest on the block, 
might I suggest the V8 version that will do 
the standing sprint in only 5.4-seconds?

 The way that the D300 hikes up its 
skirt and stretches its legs when you stand on 
the loud pedal is something to experience. 
Smooth, silky acceleration as the nose lifts 
into the air and accelerates towards the 
horizon. It is rather addictive and reminds me 
of the power delivery that one used to get 
from the GM Duramax engines, an engine 
that I am rather fond of.
 This 3.0-litre straight-six turbodiesel 
power plant is mated to an 8-speed 
automatic gearbox that quietly does its thing 
in the background without requiring any 
driver intervention. It is best to leave it to its 
own devices and let it figure out what needs 
to be done. The only time you will manually 
select gears is if you really want to make life 
difficult for yourself off-road because even 
then it is rather clever and able to anticipate 
the gear you require.

 FUEL ECONOMY 
 As addictive as this power delivery is, 

I have spent time with the Defender 90 that 
was kitted out with the beige, Acorn trim and 
the lighter hues certainly helped the cabin 
feel roomier and far airier. Nevertheless, 
despite the dark, sombre execution of this 
Defender 110's trimmings, it remained a 
comfortable, stylish and convenient place to 
pass the time. Every time you enter the cabin, 
it feels like an occasion. For me, that is the 
true mark of a special vehicle. The Defender, 
with its combination of retro styling cues, 
tasteful nods to tradition and modern 
technology, invokes a certain feeling that you 
just do not get from all cars.

 For those that are planning the 
longer trips and adventures, you get a 
substantial 857-litres of storage space in the 
boot, expandable to 1946-litres when you 
rearrange the seats.

 COMFORT & CONVENIENCE 
 Comfort is high on the features list of 
the new Defender. Thanks to its air 
suspension that can be raised or lowered for 
comfort and off-road excursions. The regular 
ride height offers 218 mm of ground 
clearance and that is bumped to 290 mm of 
clearance when you select the off-road mode 
or raise the suspension separately. The 
intelligent programming of the Terrain 
Response 2 suspension system allows the 
Auto mode to automatically adjust to the 

road surface and undulations to help iron out 
any unwanted articulation. It manages to do 
this without making the Defender feel 
top-heavy, successfully keeping it planted 
through the turns.
 The Defender is fitted with JLR's 
latest Pivi Pro infotainment system. I am 
rather fond of this unit and particularly 
appreciate the rapid connectivity provided by 
the secondary power unit that boots the 
system up as soon as you open the door. This 
helps ensure that your phone is connected 
and streaming by the time you wish to set off. 



DRIVEtorque APRIL 2022 | PAGE 17www.drivetorque.com

 COMPETITORS 
 In all honesty, when it comes to a 
competitor that is not part of the JLR stable 
that has similar off-road credentials, there is 
not much out there. Yes, I know that a 
Fortuner or Everest is going to offer similar 
off-road capabilities but they pale in 
comparison to the level of luxury and 
appointment one finds in the Defender. They 
also lack that special something that makes 
the Defender a simply cool vehicle. I can only 
think that the likes of a Toyota Land Cruiser 
300 or Land Cruiser Prado will be able to 
compare on equal footing.
Verdict 
It is rather hard to put one's finger on what it 
is exactly that makes the Defender so 
desirable. It is the one car that I miss having 
in the driveway. There's a special something 
to this vehicle that is tough to quantify; is it 
the styling? The unmistakable nod to the 
generation preceding? Or is it the modern 
execution and tech? It could very well be the 
drivetrain and powerplant but one is never 
truly convinced. It is one of those packages 
that show how much thought can go into a 
vehicle when there's the shroud of heritage 
so firmly attached to it that it cannot be 
ignored. 

The 110 is the more practical example if you 
absolutely have to have access to the rear but 
the 90 is the go-anywhere, park anywhere, do 
anything mountain goat that we always 
knew the Defender 90 to be, even several 
decades ago.

it comes at a price. Rising fuel costs are not 
helping the cause of large displacement, 
high-power engines these days and while 
Land Rover claims an average combined fuel 
consumption of only 8.0 l/100km, our 
combined driving exploits saw use hover 
around the 11-mark instead. 
The flat underbody of the Defender not only 
protects its undercarriage from damage but 
is also said to help with the aerodynamics 
and I do not doubt that on a long cruise, the 
Defender will be able to return more than 
acceptable fuel consumption figures.

 SAFETY 
 Occupant safety is taken care of on 
two fronts. The passive safety systems 
include a high-strength aluminium 
monocoque construction for the body, 

helping increase rigidity and safety cell 
integrity. While this may be a radical 
departure from the body-on-frame 
construction of the Defenders gone by, it 
does help make the new Defender a safer 
vehicle. It is complemented by an array of 6 
airbags with ISOFIX mountings in both the 
front and rear seats for applicable child seats.
Driver assistance systems are in no short 
supply either. Drivers and passengers alike 
benefit from Dynamic Stability Control, ESC, 
ABS, Emergency Braking, Blind Spot Assist, 
360-degree camera, Lane Keep Assist, 
Adaptive Cruise Control, and Rear Collision 
Monitoring. Venturing off-road will see you 
safeguarded by the Wading Control, Low 
Traction Launch, Roll Stability Control and Hill 
Descent Control.
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Think about it as ownership without the drawbacks – or is it? Let us 
explain.

 CAR LEASE AGREEMENT
 Car leasing is a viable option to choose if you want to get your 
hands on a brand new car. This is not familiar to us this part of the 
world. However, it is not a new phenomenon in the Philippines as 
there are numerous car brands out there that will offer you this 
service. Leasing does come with a few advantages as it can make life 
easier for those looking to get behind the wheel of a new car as it is 
not as costly to lease a car compared to outright owning it.
 For those of you who are looking for an alternative to car 
ownership, let us first go over the advantages and disadvantages of 
leasing a car for a long period. There are a few different types of 
entities that offer you leasing opportunities. Manufacturers like 
Toyota and Nissan will likely offer you a range of units to choose from 
to lease for a long period. Other companies also specialize in 
short-term rentals and usually last a few days to a month. You can 
also lease from private owners, which has its own set of nuances.

 ADVANTAGES
 When it comes to leasing a vehicle, it comes with a few 
advantages. These advantages help give you a little bit more financial 
flexibility and can even let you get a new car every few years once 
your original lease contract expires.

 ▶ Leasing is less expensive every month
  As a start, compared to a loan or other financing 
options, leasing tends to be less expensive. It essentially is borrowing 
the car for a price. As the lessee, you are supposed to pay a recurring 
fee as per your contract’s stipulation. You can even customize the 
terms of the lease with a bank to make it even more affordable on 

your end.

 ▶ A new car
  If you can opt for a good lease deal, the car that you 
will be given will be a brand new – or close to brand new—unit. Once 
your contract is up, you can renew your lease with a new unit or 
extend your contract if the lessor allows it.

 ▶ You can buy the leased unit
  After your leasing contract is done with the vehicle 
you have the option of buying the car right after it. It will be sold to 
you at a substantially lowered price. To transfer the ownership to you, 
the manufacturer can either take back the unit you have grown 
accustomed to, or you can renew your contract and return the car for 
something new. This is great if you want to change cars every few 
years or buy the one you have gotten accustomed to. 

 ▶ The leasing period can be short-term
  You do not need to commit to a car for the rest of your 
life. Eventually, you will have to return the unit to its rightful owner. If 
you are not that sentimental, then it is on to the next one. Also if you 
just need the car for a specific task for a short period, after the term 
is up, you would not have to worry yourself about the machine 
anymore.

 You can lease or buy another car after you have paid your 
dues, and your contract is up, a new car may be available for you to 
lease depending on the company you transact with. You do not have 
to go through the hassle of selling it when the lease contract is over, 
just return the car, and have the owner sort out what to do with a unit 
they were not able to use. Either that or, the company that you 
borrowed from is tasked to find a buyer or a new lessee.

 DISADVANTAGES
 While the advantages of leasing a car are very tempting, you 
still have to consider the other side of the coin. There are a couple of 
disadvantages you will have to ponder if you want to lease a vehicle. 
These may limit your choices and your ownership experience, but it is 
part of the price to pay for those who want to lease a car.

 ▶ It is not your car

  You have to remember that when leasing a vehicle, it 
is not exactly under your ownership. There is a certain certainty when 
it comes to owning your car. Whenever people ask you how you 
arrived, you cannot necessarily say it is yours, as it belongs to the 
company leasing the vehicle to you, but that it is yours temporarily. 
That sounds very clumsy. You can take real pride in owning a car 
when you buy it outright.
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 ▶ You are limited to the dealership or accredited  
  service centers
  It is important to remember that a vehicle under a 
lease is still not yours. As such the owner of the lease can dictate to 
you where you should have it serviced. While this can be a hassle for 
some, especially if the service center is far from your home, it can be 
a blessing for others who happen to live close to an accredited 
dealership. That being said, it is best to consult with the leasing 
company so that you can make your leasing agreement beneficial to 
you. 

 ▶ Maintenance
  Maintenance is on you.
  For units that are loaned out for a long period, the 
maintenance schedule may come into play. At this point, it depends 
on what the contract states. You could be responsible for paying for 
the service, or your fee already accounts for maintenance and parts. 
Better check the fine print.

 ▶ Repairs are paid for by you
  If you happen to get into a minor or major accident, 
things will pan out the same way. The unit that you will be leased will 
most likely be insured, but there could be penalties that accompany 
this. Also, if the owner would prefer you have the unit repaired at the 
dealership, the repair cost could be substantial. However, make sure 
that you read the fine print as car insurance will be required for the 
leasing term.
 In this case, the insurance company will be the ones to pay for 
any damages. This is why it is best to opt for car insurance when 
leasing a vehicle as it can save you the hassle of costly repairs. 

 There might be a milage cap depending on your contract, the 
owner of the car would want his asset to keep its odometer from 
advancing too much. The owner might give you a distance cap, 
which is no fun especially if you like going on road trips.

 ▶ Read the fine print
  We cannot stress this enough. Make sure that you 
read the fine print to make sure that all legalities are sorted out. 
While it could be easy to get into a contract, provided you pass the 
background checks, getting out of a contract is never cut and dry. It 
can be a lengthy process that may even cost you an extra fee to 
cancel the lease.

 Do not go too far. Depending on your contract, the owner of 
the car would want his asset to keep its odometer from advancing 
too much. The owner might give you a distance cap, which is no fun 
especially if you like going on road trips. 

 No modification. Since it is not your car, you cannot do as you 
please, so that means you should keep the unit as pristine and 
spotless as possible. You cannot install an aftermarket exhaust, or 
new body kits, or new wheels. The owner has not given you 
permission to. 

 EXTRA TIPS
 As a few reminders before you consider leasing a vehicle, here 
are some quick tips to help you make that decision. 

 ▶ Do your research
  Just like how you would normally buy a car, it is best 
to always do your research beforehand. Find the best deals that will 
best suit your vehicle of choice and choose which ones will be less 
financially burdening to you.

 ▶ Know that the car is not yours
  Remember that if you lease a vehicle it is not fully 
yours. However, know that this can also play to your advantage since 
you are not burdened with the hassle of what happens to the unit 
after you use it.

 ▶ There is always the next contract
  If you are already bored of the leased vehicle and 
want to transition into something newer and better, know that there 
is another leasing contract waiting for you. This allows you to 
upgrade regularly.

 Be careful with the car
Even if the car is not yours by name still treat it like it is. Remember 
that if you damage the car the repair cost may be transferred to you 
which can be a costly experience. 

 In closing
 If it is a long term lease, it is essentially a financing plan with 
lower rates and now ownership, unless you choose to buy the unit 
towards the end of the contract period. 
 When you lease, you still do not own the unit outright. That 
can be a sore spot for individuals that enjoy the thought of owning a 
car. At the end of the day, this is another way of looking at the 
product cycle when it comes to cars. At the start of the cycle, a unit 
rolls off the showroom floor for a price, then depreciation begins to 
set in after it is used. The car is sold off at a depreciated price to the 
next owner. A leased unit rolls off the lot for a price, is used by the 
lessee, and then returned to the lessor, or bought by the lessee. It is 
essentially the same, with extra complexity and paperwork woven in, 
though the latter can appear more affordable it all depends on how 
you utilize the leasing system.
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Plant & Machinery Equipment 

Custom transport solutions

www.zimlowbeds.co.zw

We are the ultimate providers of 
transport solutions for abornomal 
equipment or machinery to the Mining, 
Construction, Civil Works, Agriculture 
and Road Maintence sectors.

Contact Us

 1377 Ambleside Road, Aspindale, Harare

 quote@zimlowbeds.co.zw

 +263 7 19529090 /+263 7 13296449

 +263 864 4307377
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pretty in the traditional sense.  It is the chrome jewellery and the 
massive proportions that make sure you take notice of it. If presence is 
your gamble, the GLS is the winning bet. 
 Of course, the first door you would open in the Maybach GLS is 
to the second row. Open it and you are greeted with two lounge-like 
seats draped in two-tone leather. The color in this spec, though, feels a 
wee bit gaudy. Nevertheless, it perfectly complements the exteriors 
with a maroon-tan shade for the seats and the rest a light shade of 
creamy white. There are cushions on the seats and neck pillows that 
you would just want to fall asleep on. The luxury quotient is so 
intensive that even the grab handles are leather wrapped with 
beautiful stitching. 

  an there really be too much presence or opulence?   
  The Maybach GLS is flirting with that line. Now, which  
  slide is it really on?
  We have all seen the GLS on the road and have a fair   
  idea about the size. Take that idea and throw it out of   
  the window because the Maybach is massive! It is not 
down to the dimensions, as apart from the height, which is a 
centimeter and a half longer, the other parameters match the regular 
GLS.  It is that large 29-slat grille that amplifies the presence. 
 It has the Mercedes star hood ornament but customers can of 
course opt for a Maybach hood ornament which further adds to the 
presence. Speaking of which, there is tonnes of chrome. On the grille, 
the full airdam of the bumper and even the skid plate, an area which is 
supposed to protect the underbelly from damage, is chrome! 
 However, the most brilliant element of the design is in the side 
profile -- the massive 22-inch 16-spoke (that looks like 32-spoke) 
wheels. It is not just in diameter, these things are a massive 285/45 in 
profile. They stick out of the bodywork a little and look properly taller. 
The SUV is over 6 feet tall and looks like a wall if you are standing a little 
close. The two-tone paint on this media SUV is an optional extra and 
does suit the overall stature. However, it did divide opinions within the 
team. Final interesting touch in the bodywork is the Maybach moniker 
on the D-pillar. 
 The most exciting part however has to be the fold-out side 
steps. They pop out from under the side sills on either side as soon as 
you open either of the doors and then retract and sit flush when you 
shut them. Even when they are out, they look the part of a Maybach 
and even feature a double-M moniker. Despite having a folding 
mechanism, they are extremely sturdy. 
 The rear is the most ordinary angle of the Maybach GLS. Apart 
from the chrome treatment of the skid plate, tailpipes and the boot 
garnish, there is nothing to write home about. Otherwise, the only 
highlight is just the Maybach lettering. Overall, the Maybach GLS is not 
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 Master Seat
 Climb into the rear seats and you feel your body being 
supported throughout. The cushioning is not too soft but just right, 
and the armrests fall nicely in place. Now is decision time: you can 
either straighten the seatback and wave to your fans outside, or recline 
the seats and switch on the heated massage function to relieve stress, 
and not worry about what is outside the cabin. Of course, we decided 
to try the massage first. To do so, you can either use the seat-back 
monitors which take touch inputs or simply use the tablet. There are 
multiple options you can choose from, including a full back and a 
heated one as well. The massage, though enjoyable, is not as powerful 
as the Swedes have to offer in their flagships. The heated massage on 
a cold and rainy shoot day was just what the doctor ordered. It even 
heats up the armrest! 
 Adding to comfort is the soft neck cushion and the ottoman. 
The latter can be extended all the way up and with the front seat all the 
way ahead, people of average height will be able to just squeeze in. 
Anyone taller, 6 foot or above, will find the space a little too limited to 
stretch out. Still, with most of your body supported, the recline angle 
all the way back to 43 degrees, sunroof shade open, massage on -- the 
backseat experience does not get any better. That is unless off course 
you do not have an S-Class. There, trust us it is even better. 
 You can also control all the sunshades - namely both the 
windows and the sunroof - from this palace. The seats are both heated 
and ventilated and with the touchscreen you can even control the 
infotainment and the ambient lights. Speaking of the ambient lights, 
like on all Mercedes cars, the front three sides of the cabin are wrapped 
in them. In the Maybach, you even have them behind you! Finally 
comes the cabin insulation. Mercedes has worked on this aspect to 
make sure you remain insulated from the hustle and bustle of the 
outside world, and it has worked. Until someone right next to you 
honks, you will not be bothered. 
 Then comes the 13-speaker 590-watt Burmester sound system 
which is impressive, but not quite the best. It even features a 2-way 
in-car communication system which offers voice amplification to allow 
you to have a conversation across all seat rows without raising your 
voice. 
 However, there is an issue here. The entire experience, though 
comfortable and tech loaded, just is not quite as luxurious as one 
would expect. The seats feel plain to look at and would have been 
better off with, in my opinion, quilted stitching. The overall colour 
theme feels a little too loud for something as classy as a Maybach. You 
can of course choose to use a monotone scheme and I suggest that 
you should. 

 Driver’s Life 
 While you are sipping chilled champagne at the back seat, the 
driver too will be as comfortable as one could be. He too gets massage 
seats draped in leather, heated and cooled, and the steering wheel 
feels properly premium to hold. And then there is the view. No, not in 
the rear-view mirror but outside. 
As you sit tall, you can see the bonnet all the way to the hood ornament 
and the overall visibility is excellent. You can easily see the roof of the 
much smaller cars on the road. The dashboard is wrapped in soft touch 
materials and the Mercedes dual-screen layout has never looked so 
classy, with its underlining AC vents and the large centre console. The 
attention to detail even here is impressive, with the accelerator and 
brake pedals being special and featuring Maybach inscription.  That 
they should surely be, because they control...

 The two recliners are separated by a centre compartment 
which houses the fridge. Our SUV even had the optional champagne 
glass holder - sans the glasses - with Maybach logo on the cover and on 
top when you open it. Then there is a well-padded armrest which 
opens up to give access to two folding tables. At the end is a 
touchscreen tablet that can be taken out of its casing. However, a little 
ahead of this tablet is a floating wireless charger which oddly looks out 
of place. Then there is a hidden cup holder and the rear AC control 
units. 

 The doors themselves are wrapped in the same dual-tone 
shade of Nappa leather with contrast stitching and even the panel 
which houses the seat controls gets a nice brown finish. Finally,  the 
metallic speaker grille, which is as sharp as a cheese grater. The 
Maybach illuminated sill welcomes you in the cabin and while some 
may find the soft door close an overrated feature, it ensures that the 
door shuts properly every time you close it. The only concern here , we 
could say, are the white carpets, which had become quite dirty by the 
time the SUV came to us. White is not a clever idea with our red soils. 
Everything else looks and feels impeccable.
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 Glide like a Maybach 

 The GLS Maybach gets air suspension (dah!). It can lower or 
raise itself depending on what drive mode you select. Even in the 
Dynamic mode where it is at the lowest setting, there is enough 
ground clearance to tackle potholes or stupid-breakers. Even in the 
sportiest setting, the ride is cushiony. It separates you well from the 
tarmac but larger bumps do cause a judder in the cabin. However, 
until that happens, everything is super silent. 
Switch to Maybach mode and the suspension makes the cabin float. 
Yes, there is a bit of floating sensation in the cabin but in a rather good 
way. The tarmac is disconnected and the judder now happens only 
when you hit a pothole. Even while turning, the suspension firms up 
the loaded side to keep the ride flat in the cabin. Inside the city or out 
on the highway, the GLS Maybach’s ride, cabin insulation and smooth 
power delivery gives a relaxing and bother-free experience.

 Baggage
 If you have reached a point in your life where you are being 
ferried around in a Maybach, chances are you may have a lot of 
baggage. However, your GLS Maybach might not be equipped to take 
it along. The boot is large and should easily carry a couple of 
leather-draped suitcases and bags. It comes pre-installed with a large 
spare wheel which, despite being a space saver, is massive. And the 
rest of the space is occupied by the refrigerator, the jack and other 
accessories. With that, you can only store a couple of laptop bags. 
Which is why in most cases the GLS is preceded by a couple of SUVs for 
both your security contingent as well as your designer luggage. 

 Big Bucks
 It costs about USD350,000.00 imported for you by the local 
dealership Zimoco. You can build it up with optional upholstery, paint 
and accessories.

 Verdict
 Maybach has always been a flavour for those who are 
understated and classy. While they have made it big in life, there is still 
time to get the Rolls. With the GLS Maybach, one of these two factors 
have changed. The GLS Maybach marks its presence and impresses its 
occupants by its flair, not its subtlety. There is no way you will mistake 
it for anything else on the road or miss noticing it at all. It is large, loud 
and proud. Even the interiors are draped in a dual-tone scheme which, 
in my opinion, should have been classier. By changing the character of 
this particular Maybach, Mercedes is targeting a very different 
audience. 
 You see, they still have the classy S Maybach for the expensive 
suites who will, without a doubt, continue to pick the limousine. The 
GLS Maybach is for the baller who marks his/her arrival with gold 
chains and an entourage. It is for the movie star, singer or drug lord 
who thrives on being noticed and who now packs more than enough 
cash to live on comfortably. That is the GLS Maybach’s forte, being  
noticed that is. It may have a little too much presence and a little over 
the top opulence. 

 What is under the hood? 
 A 4.0-litre V8 biturbo, 410kW, 730Nm, fuel guzzling, Mammoth 
propelling engine. Which at first, you cannot even hear as the startup 
is incredibly smooth and silent.  Until you really rev it up, it is barely 
audible. Like how it is the quieter clouds which pour out the most rain, 
this AMG tuned engine can get this 3.2 tonne luxury barge to 
100kmph in a claimed 4.9 seconds. While doing so, it is a sight to 
behold. The SUV sits down and silently launches off, until the engine 
revs up and gives the theory exhaust note. 
 While it can really cruise, a Maybach is not about its speed. It is 
about effortless and smooth performance. In that respect too, the 
motor is competent. Put it in the Maybach drive mode and the throttle 
response gets sedated. While you will still have acceleration on tap, 
the acceleration is smooth and jerk free. Brakes too are tuned on the 
softer side so you do not accidentally make the owner spill 
champagne and you get fired. Gear changes in the 9-speed shifter are 
precise and lag free as well. All in all, while you can be a hooligan in the 
Maybach, the rewarding experience of the smooth drive in the 
Maybach mode is more satisfying. 
 You have to be moneyed because the fuel prices as of today 
are US$1.69 litre in Harare and this is not a fuel saver. It is a guzzler. The 
fuel efficiency of this beauty is between 5-10kmpl, depending on how 
you drive.  Even with a 90-litre fuel tank, expect a range of about 
600km. 
 The one thing I did not like about the drive is the Active 
Assistants. The emergency braking, lane keep and the seatbelt 
pretensioner all sound good on paper and may work well on 
autobahns. On our road conditions, which admittedly on our 
particular drive were the worst possible (rain, fog, traffic), they go into 
panic mode. The warnings keep ringing, the lane assist pulls you in a 
little too harshly and the active brake can cause mini heart attacks on 
highways. These were all situations where I was believed that I was 
perfectly in control of the vehicle and of the surroundings, but it 
nevertheless decided to intervene. Once, while cruising on a lonely 
patch of road, the seatbelt just pulled up like I was about to have a 
crash. I was so startled that the tan color of the seats suddenly made 
so much sense. Good that the Active Assistants can be switched off. 
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  azda is one brand that has not been doing very well  
  locally. The brand has technology leading splendid  
  products. There was a time when Mazda was the  
  official brand in Zimbabwe. Willowvale Motor   
  Industries (WMI) faces crippling collapse due to a  
  combination of hostile factors that include the 
prevailing harsh economic environment, reduction of protective 
duties, as well as the removal of exchange control safeguards — all of 
which have left the hitherto thriving automobile company on its 
knees. Most of all it needs the shareholders to pour money into the 
business. They surely can import knocked down kits and start 
re-assembling again. WMI is no longer producing cars — it stopped in 
2012 when production plunged to below 4 000 from a peak of 18 000 
vehicles per year in 1997. Imagine if they were to produce the Mazda 
CX-5, a stylish, spacious and dynamic SUV model that accounts for 
approximately one-third of the company’s global unit sales! It has 
received a significant update. The global roll out of the updated CX-5 
started at the end of 2021.
 All we can do is review this delightful vehicle whilst we wait 
and hope for WMI, the sleeping giant, to rise again. 
 The first-generation Mazda CX-5 debuted in 2011 and had a 
full model change in 2017. The combined sales of these two 
generations have totaled more than three million units worldwide to 
date and won the hearts of many customers. This major update 
includes an evolution of Mazda’s award-winning KODO design, with 
revised front and rear bumper designs combined with new headlight 
and tailgate clusters, giving the Mazda CX-5 a distinctly more modern 
and sharper look. Other changes include improvements to the 
design, dynamics performance, utility and convenience elements of 
the CX-5 and produce a greater sense of quality, both in appearance 
and the driving experience.

 EXTERIOR DESIGN
 The exterior is infused with a feeling of strength surged from 
the precisely designed form when light hit its surface. Focusing on 
the front and rear ends, the updated design creates a distinguished 
and elegant appearance.
Mazda designers focused on refining the front and rear ends, opting 
to minimize character lines in favour of reflective body surfaces that 
create a distinguished and elegant appearance. The front adopts a 
new bumper and new signature wing that extends outward from the 
front grille, which is also updated with a three-dimensional texture. 
The rear features a new bumper and tailgate. The headlights and 
taillights receive significant design changes with each lamp 
featuring a pair of horizontally spaced, rectangular LED lights that 
create a sleek, eye-catching expression. Adaptive LED headlamps 
now include 20 segment LED arrays to provide brighter illumination 
and enhanced visibility. The CX-5 also received newly design alloy 

wheels.

 INTERIOR DESIGN
 The updated seat design helps to stabilize occupants’ heads 
more, this lessens the amount and speed of forward, backward, and 
sideways head movement, making it easier for drivers to maintain a 
stable line of sight. Optimised support on the pelvis creates a more 
natural and comfortable sitting posture.

 DRIVING DYNAMICS AND COMFORT
 For driving performance, the updated CX-5 uses the latest 
SKYACTIV-Vehicle Architecture, the same vehicle structure 
technology that was introduced on the current Mazda3, to achieve 
dynamic performance that minimizes fatigue, even on long trips. 
Wow!
Driving dynamics, ride comfort and quality are improved. Updates 
include improvements to the damping control structure and 
increased frame rigidity, helping to suppress vibrations and road 
noise. With a quieter cabin and improved ride comfort, drivers will 
feel more connected to the enjoyable driving experience.

 EXTERIOR COLOUR
 Zircon Sand Metallic is an exterior colour that brings together 
both a feeling of the vehicle being a single, solid unit and a metallic 
three-dimensional look. This brand-new body colour harmonizes 
with its natural surrounds and has a hard-wearing, utilitarian look.
Utility. The boot space of the updated Mazda CX-5 has been increased 
by eliminating the height difference between the cargo area floor 
and the tailgate sill. Not only does this flat entranceway make loading 
and unloading of heavy goods far easier, it also secures an even wider 
flat space when the rear seat is folded down.

M
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 MAZDA CX-5 AKERA
 The flagship Akera model received most of the changes. 
Targeting customers that seek a distinctive, fun-to-drive vehicle, the 
updated Akera delivers a sportier interpretation with gloss black 
detailing on the bumper, wheel arches, side mouldings, door mirrors, 
signature wing and larger dual tailpipes. Subtle red accents in the 
grille, a larger tail pipe and 19-inch black metallic alloy wheels finish 
the sporty look. In the interior, black leather seats feature red 
stitching, which is also found around the cabin in areas like armrest, 
steering wheel, gear level, console lid and knee pads. Black film on 
dashboard and door panels, as well as black pillars and ceiling 
complement the distinctive look.
Mazda Care
 The updated Mazda CX-5 comes standard with a 3-Year 
Unlimited Kilometer Mazda Service Plan, 3-Year Unlimited Kilometer 
Mazda Warranty and a 3-Year Unlimited Roadside Assistance.

MODEL LINE-UP AND SPECIFICATIONS
• Mazda CX-5 2.0L Active Manual/Auto FWD
• Max Power (kW @ rpm): 121 @ 6,000
• Max Torque (Nm @ rpm): 213 @ 4,000
• LED Headlamps
• Headlamps: Auto on/off
• Auto Headlamps Levelling
• Heated outer mirrors
• Power fold outer mirrors
• Privacy glass: Green (rear side and back)
• Rear spoiler with high mounted stop lamp
• Front rain-sensing wipers
• Rear wiper with intermittent function
• Multi-function steering wheel with audio controls
• Tilt and telescopic adjustable steering wheel
• Cruise Control
• Leather-wrapped steering wheel
• Leather-wrapped gear shift knob
• Air-conditioning: Dual-zone climate control
• Push start ignition
• Trip Computer
• Analog tachometer and odometer
• Vanity mirror (front) with illumination
• Power windows: One touch system (Front & Rear)
• Auto-dimming rear view mirror
• Electronic Parking Brake (EPB)
• Rear seat fold down (40:20:40)
• Rear seat recline
• Rear seat armrest: x2 USB charging ports
• Overhead sunglass storage box
• Interior illumination: cargo room lamp
• Rear tonneau cover (boot)
• MZD Connect System
• 8-Inch Display Screen
• Commander Dial
• Apple CarPlay® & Android Auto™
• USB connectivity ports: 2 Ports
• Bluetooth® hands free system
• CD Player & AUX
• Airbags SRS: Driver, Passenger, Side & Curtain
• Anti-locking Braking System (ABS)
• Electronic Brake-Force Distribution (EBD)

• Emergency Brake Assist (EBA)
• Dynamic Stability Control (DSC)
• Hill Hold Assist (HHA)
• Burglar Alarm System
• Engine immobiliser
• Remote central locking (2 transmitters)
• Seat-belt occupant sensing (Driver & Passenger)
• Seat-belt warning (Driver & Passenger)
• Seat-belt 3-point lap-sash (all seats)
• Child restraint anchor points (ISOFIX)
• Front centre console with cupholders
• Rear Combination Lamps (RCL)
• 17" Alloy Wheels - Silver Metallic
• Seat trim: Black Cloth
• Reverse Camera
• 6 Speakers
• Keyless Entry
• Interior illumination: cargo room lamp (Halogen)
• Mazda CX-5 2.0L Dynamic Auto FWD

In addition to the features in the Active model, the Dynamic 
model includes:

• Seat trim: Black Leather
• Front seat adjustment: 8-Way Power adjustable (Driver)
• Power lumber support (Driver)
• Auto fold outer mirrors
• Auto paddle transmission switches
• Mazda CX-5 2.0L Carbon Edition Auto FWD

In addition to the featutres in the Dynamic model, the Carbon 
Edition model includes:

• 19" Alloy Wheels - Black Metallic
• Seat trim: Leatherette
• BOSE® Sound system with 10 speakers
• Front seat adjustment: 8-Way Power adjustable (Driver &  
 Passenger)
• Memory seat: x2 Mode Setting (Driver)
• Pedestrian Brake
• Daytime Running Lamps (DRL)
• Adaptive LED Headlamps (ALH)
• Parking sensors - Front & Rear
• Blind Spot Monitoring (BSM)
• Rear Cross Traffic Alert (RCTA)
• Lane Departure Warning (LDW)
• Lane Keeping Assist (LKA)
• Smart City Brake Support (SCBS): Front & Rear
• Driver Attention Alert (DAA)
• Head-Up Display (HUD): Windshield display
• Integrated Navigation
• Power liftgate
• Carbon Edition Package
• Leatherette seat trim: Leather & Suede combination
• Red stitching: Steering Wheel, Gear Lever, Knee Pads,  
 Front center console & Seats
• Black film: Dashboard & Door panels
• Glossy black outer mirrors
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  he B-segment hatchback realm may be under siege from the ever-increasing threat from crossovers, but there is no doubt that  
  those shopping for one of these affordable hatchbacks have a number of competent options. Today we compare the recently  
  introduced Honda Fit against two of its key rivals. Introduced back in 2021, the Honda Fit replaces the popular Jazz model,   
  adopting the same naming convention used for previous-generation Jazz models in other markets as the Japanese brand looks  
  to recreate the look and image of its B-segment hatchback.

 The Volkswagen Polo and Ford Fiesta are perhaps the best-known products in this segment, however, there are more than ten fantastic 
products to choose from in this segment. One such rival is the aforementioned Fit, which we will be comparing with the Kia Rio and Mazda2. 
The trio all feature automatic gearboxes, are similarly priced and have four-cylinder naturally aspirated engines. We will be comparing the Fit 
with these rivals to determine which is best.

 HONDA FIT 1.4 COMFORT
 Powertrain and fuel consumption
Powering the Jazz is a familiar 1.5-litre naturally aspirated petrol engine that produces 89kW and 145Nm of torque. The engine is paired with a 
CVT gearbox that sends power to the front wheels, resulting in the lowest claimed fuel consumption of the trio at 5.5 L/100km.

 Standard equipment
The Fit, in entry-level Comfort guise, comes with 15-inch wheels, 6 airbags, ISOFIX child seat anchor points, climate control, a multifunction 
steering wheel, cruise control, an infotainment system with Bluetooth functionality, 3 USB ports, front and rear electric windows and 
cloth-covered seats.

 Safety
The Fit was crash tested by The Euro NCAP assessment programme in 2020 where it achieved a 5-Star rating, including 87% for adult occupant 
safety, 83% for child occupant safety, 80% for pedestrian safety and 76% for its safety assistance systems.

 Practicality
The Fit maintains its Magic Seat system, making its interior incredibly flexible and practical considering its relatively small dimensions. Standard 
boot space is 309-litres but can be extended to 849 and even 1 210-litres, depending on the seat configuration.

 Price and value proposition
While not the most generously specified product, the Fit is the most modern product in this comparison and stacks up well to its rivals, offering 
respectable value in comfort guise.

T
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 The competition
 KIA RIO HATCH 1.4 LX AUTO
 The Rio features the smallest and least powerful engine 
among the three, with a 1.4-litre naturally aspirated petrol engine that 
produces 73kW and 135Nm of torque. The engine is paired with a 
6-speed torque converter automatic gearbox, allowing for a claimed 
fuel consumption figure of 6.2 L/100km.
 The Rio has a similar specification to the Fit but loses 4 
airbags, climate control and cruise control and gains a pair of fog 
lamps. The Rio was crash-tested by the Euro NCAP assessment 
programme in 2017, where it achieved a score of 3-Stars, with 85% for 
adult occupant safety, 84% for child occupant safety, 62% for 
pedestrian safety and 25% for its safety assistance systems.
 The Rio has the biggest boot in this comparison, with a 
capacious 325-litres of space along with the longest wheelbase 
among the three. Looking at the Kia from a value perspective, it is the 
most expensive product here, but has an impressive service plan and 
warranty offering as standard.

 MAZDA2 1.5 DYNAMIC AUTO
 Like the Honda, the Mazda2 is powered by a naturally 
aspirated 1.5-litre petrol engine, except the Mazda’s engine produces 
85kW and 148Nm of torque and is paired with a 6-speed torque 
converter automatic gearbox, allowing for the second-best fuel 
consumption figure of 6.0 L/100km.
 The Mazda2 has the best specification among the trio, 
matching the Fit but adding steering-mounted gearshift paddles, 
keyless start, and LED headlights. The Mazda is the least practical 
here, offering 280-litres of boot space while offering similar 
dimensions to the other two competitors. The Mazda is the cheapest 
product here, but both its service plan and warranty cover just 3 years. 

 VERDICT
 Having looked at the figures, we can state with confidence that all three of these products are worthy of consideration when shopping 
in this segment, however, we much rather select a winner based on the data. We have selected the Honda Fit as the winner in this comparison, 
as it is the newest product, the most efficient, similarly specified and priced to the competition and has a service plan and warranty nearly as 
good as that on the more expensive Kia.

MAZDA 2KIA RIO HATCHHONDA FITSPECIFICATION

Engine size (cyl/size)

Power/Torque

CO2 emissions

Service plan (in South Africa)

Airbag count

Warranty

Fuel tank capacity

Ave Consumption *

Driven wheels

Boot volume

Price (estimated)

4-cyl, 1.5-litre petrol

89 kW / 145 Nm

132 g/km

4 yr / 60 000km

6

5 yr / 200 000km

40 litres

5.5 L/100 km

Front

309 litres

USD40 000.00

4-cyl, 1.5-litre petrol

85 kW/148 Nm

134 g/km

3 yr / unlimited

6

3 yr / unlimited

44 litres

6.0 L/100 km

Front

280 litres

USD38 000.00

4-cyl, 1.4-litre petrol

73 kW / 135 Nm

137 g/km

4 yr / 60 000km

2

5 yr / unlimited

45 litres

6.2 L/100 km

Front

325 litres

USD42 000.00
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 BY ALMOT MAQOLO
  chieving a sustainable urban public transport system   
  is of similar strategic importance as other social goals  
  like low unemployment rates, quality education, and   
  regional development. Mobility is paramount for   
  economic development and human welfare which   
  contributes to the nation’s Vision 2030.
 However, the use of private vehicles and fossil fuel-driven 
transport is unsustainable, contributing to air pollution, climate 
change, and vehicle accidents causing deaths and injuries. Not 
forgetting the cost of fuel on the country’s import bill.
 The primary objective of achieving such a system is to provide 
easy and efficient movement of everyone, be it workers going to their 
respective workplaces or students going to their learning centers. 
Building an efficient urban transport infrastructure contributes to 
regional development and growth.
 The current Covid-19 pandemic presents both challenges and 
opportunities for public transit in Zimbabwe. As the pandemic is far 
from being over, town planners and developers should look for 
alternative ways on how to move cities like Harare towards sustainable, 
reliable, and regulated public transit systems.
 Going green is a practical solution for Harare. Government can 
embrace the green revolution by developing a public transit system 
which embraces the use of electric vehicles (EVs) or electric buses to 
be precise. This move brings a plethora of economic benefits with the 
first being the reduction in the country’s fuel import bill with other 
notable environmental benefits. For our nation Zimbabwe, the capital 
Harare has experienced a rapid growth in urban vehicle population 
and has led to planning and management challenges with respect to 

pollution (air and noise), congestion, accidents (with rising fatalities), 
environmental degradation, and climate change. Other transport 
related problems include millions of man hours lost due to congestion, 
poor quality road infrastructure and a shortage of parking space.
 Notwithstanding the above, the government's introduction of 
the Zimbabwe United Passenger Company buses is a positive step that 
should be commended as it attempts to solve challenges witnessed 
from the previous public transport system of minibuses and small 
vehicles (known as mushika-shika). However, without adopting a 
smart, sustainable transit system combined with proper urban 
transportation planning and management methods, the 
aforementioned problems will not go away.
 Technological solutions act as an option for promoting 
sustainable urban transport in Zimbabwe. The main urban 
transport-related technological solutions that cities worldwide are 
currently pursuing include alternative-fuel vehicles and intelligent 
transportation systems.
 New technologies may help to address certain 
transport-related problems, such as air and noise pollution, oil 
dependency, traffic congestion, and accidents.  Zimbabwe must take a 
cue from its African counterparts like Uganda which introduced an 
electric bus powered by solar called Kayoola as a means of public 
transportation. The solar bus, manufactured by Uganda’s Kiira Motors, 
has two batteries and one of them can be charged by the solar panels 
placed on the roof of the vehicle. The solar-powered bus can achieve 
80km on a single charge, with the solar panels able to extend that 
range by an additional 12km. The 35-seat bus is intended for urban 
areas rather than inter-city use because of the restrictions on how far it 
can travel.

A
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 A notable benefit of electric buses in Uganda is that it has a 
lower operating cost per kilometer of 0.084 cent as compared to a 
diesel bus with cost per kilometer of 0.44 cent. With the growing urban 
population straining existing infrastructure, fuel is also becoming 
more and more expensive and even limited, adding up to pollution. 
Already, technological advancements in Africa have placed the 
continent in line for what is the future in technology on the global 
stage. However, it is also imperative to reduce fuel dependency to help 
people commute easier and electric buses become one of the 
solutions for this.
 Zimbabwe has the potential to adopt Uganda's technological 
move on public transportation.  The country has potential and the 
capacity to adopt the use of electric buses since it boasts an 
abundance of untapped reserves of lithium and solar power.
Zimbabwe has one of the best solar potentials in the world, with an 
average radiation of 3 000 hours of sunshine per year. This resource is 
currently underutilized. The country has enormous solar energy 
potential that if fully exploited, can supply 10 000 gig watt hours of 
electricity per year.

 According to the Ministry of Mines, the country has the 
potential to supply 20% of the global demand for lithium. Zimbabwe is 
ranked the 5th top producer of lithium in the world by Forbes with a 
2.1% global production market share. Lithium is an alkali metal used in 
batteries for electric vehicles.
 To realize this potential, there is a need for the country to take 
risks through allocation of resources. The Motor Industry Development 
Policy launched in 2018, pointed to the plan to adopt EVs by 2050. 
There is a need to move with speed towards this development.  
Government’s plans to embrace EVs are afoot as the Central 
Mechanical Equipment Department has started importing electric 
vehicles.
 In June 2021, Amalgamated Bus Industries, constituted by 
some bus operators and bus assemblers in Zimbabwe signed a 

memorandum of understanding with China’s Zhongtong Buses which 
will see Zimbabwe manufacturing 500 buses per year. This will reduce 
the country’s import bill in terms of imported buses. However, with an 
open view, if the government develops plans to manufacture solar 
powered electric buses this will further reduce the import bill of fuel.
Zimbabwe is already a net fuel importer as it spends nearly 40% of the 
scarce foreign currency inflows for energy needs, which translate to a 
yearly average of US$1.4 billion of the total export receipts. According 
to Zimstas, the country had spent over US$172 million on fuel (diesel 
and petrol alone) in the first six months of 2021. The import bill might 
be low as a result of covid-19 induced lockdowns which reduced 
consumption.
 As a way forward, Government should consider incentives that 
encourage investment in alternative energy like solar, bioenergy 
production and infrastructure that supports electric vehicles. The 
Government through Public-Private Partnership considering 
organizations like Distributed Power Africa can develop infrastructure 
that support charging of electric vehicles.
 As Zimbabwe moves to provide mass public transport to 
alleviate the plight of commuters, a smart and sustainable 
transportation system will be achieved through development of plans 
that encourage effective and efficient use of land. It also means 
encouraging the use of alternative efficient means of transport, an 
integrated transport system that ensures efficient travel using 
multiple modes and enforces environment friendly technological 
standards.
 That being said, the availability of electricity in Zimbabwe has 
been a game of Russian Roulette for more than a couple of decades. 
The only people who can afford to have an electric car are the only 
ones who can make the additional investment into a solar system big 
enough to go off-grid. Those systems alone run in the thousands of 
dollars and are as good as buying an Ex-Jap import. This narrows the 
market for EVs in Zimbabwe drastically because the majority cannot 
afford it. It is a catch 22 situation. For now. 
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