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  e had May Day and Africa Day. Winter has   
  truly come and we sure have some cold days   
  ahead. Nevertheless, we drive on. The Land   
  Cruise 300 is our esteemed lengthy and   
  detailed feature, boasts of improved reliability, 

durability, and off- road performance. Enjoy!

Excitement in the auto world, Daimler has officially changed 
its name to Mercedes-Benz! Read all about it. You may as well 
check out the Alfa Romeo Stelvio Q4 engineered to excellence 
at Zimoco. Audi Q7 versus BMW X7 is a quick spec comparison 

treat.

2022 Subaru BRZ review tickles our fast and furious fancies. 
However, a sobering 20 signs that you may just not be a great 
driver is recommended food for thought. Bakkies choices 
galore included.  Suzuki Vitara vs Hyundai Creta vs Mazda 

CX-3’s infotainement systems is a reader’s delight.

Khama Billiat, the Kaizer Chiefs forward, whose penchant for 
the finer things in life including luxury vehicles graces our 

AUTONEWS maker page.

You matter. Keep warm. Stay safe. Drive carefully. Sanitise. 
Mask up. 
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autonews maker

Dictionary

auto newsmaker|

/ˈɔːtəʊ njuːzmeɪkə/

a newsworthy person in the motoring industry.

Integrity, wisdom, communicator, self-awareness, gratitude, leaner, influencer, empathy, star, celebrity, respect, superstar, big-name, famous name, household 
name, leading edge, trend setter, disrupter, innovator, big-shot, positive thinker, common sense, luminary, leading-light, leader, focused, mentor, prominent, 
accomplished, goal getter, results-driven, achiever, deliver, talented, team player, intelligence, confidence, accountability, humility, resilience, 
vision
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 When he is back home in Harare for 
the off-season break, Billiat is seen driving 
around in a BMW 2 Series convertible with 
old friends from home filling up the car and 
having a jolly good time. 
 The pearl white infinity SUV, which 
cost him R640 000 is said to be one of his 
favourite. The rims of this nearly perfect 
vehicle are matte black.
 Here is a breakdown of Billiat’s 
vehicles, according to a South African lifestyle 
publication, Buzz.

 ROLLS ROYCE (R.3.8M): 
 It cost Billiat a whopping R3.8 million. 
It is speculated that he purchased his car 
around the same time he sealed his transfer 
to Kaizer Chiefs. 

 RANGE ROVER LUMMA CLR RS  
 MODEL (R2.5M):
 He purchased this beast in August 
2019. The Lumma is fitted with a V8 engine, a 
sleek design that naturally appeals, as well as 
panoramic glass sunroof that perfects its 
beauty. The luxury vehicle can speed up to 
100-km in five seconds and also move to a top 
speed 260-km/hr.

 WHITE BMW HATCHBACK 135I
 (R711 000):
 The interior of this fitted with a 
luxurious deep red interior.

 BMW 650I:
 It is slick, yet elegant, and it bears his 
nickname, Gaucho.

  iving life, on the fast lane,  
  quite literally, is the hallmark  
  of Zimbabwean star   
  footballer Khama Billiat. 
  The skillful Kaizer Chiefs  
  forward is one of the highest 
paid players in South Africa’s Premier Soccer 
League, and for a man of taste, a big chunk of 
his earnings goes towards financing his 
swanky lifestyle.
 The 31-year-old’s penchant for the 
finer things in life cuts across clothes, 
properties, jewellery, gadgets and, of course, 

cars!
 Among his fleet are a Range Rover 
Lumma CLR, Rolls Royce, BMW, and the 
Infinity Jeep SUV.
 These vehicles are all parked in the 
garage of the former Zimbabwe 
international’s comfortable townhouse in an 
uptown market neighborhood of 
Johannesburg.
 Less extravagant teammates can 
usually be seen every day admiring Billiat’s 
rides at Kaizer Chiefs Naturena training 
ground in Jo’burg.

the Amarok a premium vehicle while gaining 
all the new technology that Ford has 
crammed into their new Ranger but with an 
undeniable Volkswagen spin.
 Another important point is that the 
joint venture is going to yield an expanded 
Amarok lineup with new engine and body 
style options that are sure to appeal to a 
larger audience than the current offerings.
 Pre-production models are currently 
undergoing global testing and the local 
debut has been scheduled for mid to late 
November this year and we are very excited 

  ompetitors at this year's  
  Spirit of Amarok Media  
  Challenge were in for a real  
  treat under a veil of delicious  
  secrecy as we were given an  
  exclusive look at thet 
upcoming 2022 Amarok. Official shots of the 
testing in Germany surfaced last month with 
the vehicle in heavy camouflage.
 Despite being deeply masked, the 
new design language is unmistakable. The 
new 2022 Amarok will roll off the assembly 
line in Silverton as the result of a joint venture 

with Ford Motors and the influence is hard to 
ignore.
 With many design elements still 
disguised it is hard to pinpoint where the 
Ranger stops and the Amarok begins as the 
new Volkswagen appears to take on many of 
the slab-sided cues of its now Ford brethren. 
One thing is for sure though, the new Amarok 
is going to be an absolute piece of work with 
an entirely new body design and interior.
 We have been reassured by VW 
Commercial vehicles that the 2023 model is 
going to retain the essence of what makes 
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spectacular greasy bits, just as a dark color 
hides the Stelvio's pretty style. Built on the 
same "Giorgio" basis as the Giulia, the Stelvio 
prioritizes the same qualities as its sedan 
sibling: driving pleasure is paramount, with 
comfort and utility almost equally important.

 The Giorgio platform is a remarkable 
achievement, as it was built from the ground 
up in just over two years. It's also not a 
half-baked attempt, as the Ferrari engineers 
who worked on it made sure that it's every bit 
as capable as its specifications suggest. 
There's the ideal 50/50 weight distribution 
you'd expect in a sports car, as well as 
excellent independent suspension all around 
and possibly the greatest steering system 
this type of vehicle has ever seen. All of these 
features combine to make the Stelvio an 
exceptional driving machine.

  iulia was created with a  
  no-compromise approach. All  
  of Giulia’s features, from its  
  design to its mechanics, live  
  in perfect harmony with each  
  other. State-of-the-art safety 
technologies and unprecedented technical 
solutions put Alfa Romeo Stelvio Q4 at the 
top of its category.
 Zimoco is the best spot to go if you're 
looking for it. Global SUV sales have proven 
very resilient throughout the pandemic. SUVs 
market has witnessed considerable growth in 
many countries. SUV is a vehicle which is 
capable of driving on on-road as well as 
off-road terrains as it is usually equipped with 
a four-wheel or all-wheel drive and is built on 
a light truck chassis. Now the talk of the town 
is Alfa Stelvio: one of the best-looking 
examples of the breed.

 ELEGANT DESIGN
 There is no doubt that Stelvio is a 
seriously good-looking car. However, it still 
pays lip service to traditional SUV styling. It is 
obviously related to the lowered Giulia sedan, 
but it has clearly been stretched upwards: the 
grille and fenders are higher, the headlights 
are higher and the sides are also significantly 
deeper.

 But with all of that, Alfa Romeo 
Stelvio Q4 still manages to look better than 
most of its competitors. The body is as 
curvaceous and curvaceous as you would 
expect from a purebred Italian pedigree, 
even at the larger size. In fact, its 
configuration is closer to the hatchback 
interpretation of the Giulia style theme than 
any other pseudo 4x4 model, with the 

possible exception of the Porsche Macan. 
There's also no large rear overhang to make 
room for a third row of seats and the shoulder 
lines are slightly curved to mask most of its 
visual mass.

 That said, it's not a very transferable 
look for photos, but it struggles to show off 
the subtle curves of the surface treatment. 
Especially in dark colors, the wrinkles on the 
hood and its side edges somewhat disappear: 
majesty and sultry in the metal, it looks flat 
and wondrous in the photos. If your 
Instagram can't survive without lots of Alfa 
photos, then it's best to consider a lighter 
color. Metallic white or red works much 
better.

 IT'S ALSO LOVELY ON THE INSIDE. 
 That attractive body hides some 
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Any SUV worthy of its salt should have a 
generous cabin and generous cargo space, 
and on that front, the Stelvio offers comfort 
as well. Clever packaging (like a slim but 
perfectly shaped backseat) frees up enough 
space to hold 5 full-size Zimboz, with plenty 
of legroom and headroom. The Stelvio's 
tapered greenhouse has a slight impact on 
shoulder space for rear passengers, but this is 
only really noticeable due to its generous 
dimensions in all other respects.

 On the other hand, the baggage 
compartment is extremely spacious, with a 
minimum capacity of 525 litres and a 
maximum capacity of 1600 litres when the 
40/20/40 split rear seats are folded down. The 
Stelvio's large footprint helps here, because 
the load bay, while not very broad, stretches 
pretty far forward and is quite deep due to 
the car's height. The only minor drawback is 
the high loading height, which may easily 
result in scratches on the rear bumper owing 
to careless baggage handling, but at least the 
tailgate displays a huge loading aperture.

 FITTINGS AND FINISH
 The plastics are now typically of 
decent quality, and everything appeared to 
be well assembled. The Stelvio First Edition 
includes 20-inch alloy wheels, full grain 
leather upholstery, a 10-speaker sound 
system, active cruise control, blind spot 
monitoring, and an electric sunroof in 
addition to the Super's standard equipment. 
An optional 14-speaker Harmon Kardon 
sound system is available. 
 This car just has a centrally-mounted 
(and wonderfully integrated) color display for 
things like the rear camera, entertainment, 
and navigation capabilities. It includes 
automatic headlights and wipers, and 
dual-zone climate control with rear seat 
outlets. Adaptive cruise control, a panoramic 
sunroof, and keyless entry are all available as 
options. 

IT'S ALL ABOUT THE SPIRIT. 
 Without resorting to the usual clichés 
that accompany any Alfa Romeo review, it 
must be mentioned that driving the Stelvio is 
unlike driving any other SUV. The extremely 
sharp steering is the first thing a careful 
driver will notice - this isn't a car you drive 
with your arms, but rather with your wrists.
 After years of being reassured by 
smooth-running but slow-steering cars, the 
Alfa's system is initially a bit of a shock. 
Because it reacts so quickly, the Stelvio feels 
quite jumpy at first, darting from side to side 
in response to the slightest steering 
movement. But once you've recalibrated your 
brain to allow for those instantaneous 
responses, you'll find that the Stelvio really is 
super stable, even with those sharp 
responses.
 Also the chassis tuning is also 
abnormal, since it's set up to feel like a sports 
car. Taking after that quick turn-in, the 
chassis adjustment is superbly impartial, 
standing up to both beneath- and oversteer 
all the way up to its exceptionally tall limits. In 
reality, you'll have to be seen at something 
like a Jaguar F-Pace or Porsche Macan to 
discover as dexterous an SUV, and indeed in 
such lifted up company, the Stelvio can hold 
its head tall. And, even with that 
astonishingly lively mien, the ride quality is 
additionally eminently comfortable – 
especially on the standard 18-inch tires fitted 
to the car we saw within the showroom.  
 Rather like the Giulia, it oversees to 
mix shocking chassis flow, unsurprising 
reactions, extreme nimbleness and a 
cosseting ride into a bundle which is right at 
the head of its course.

 THE ENGINE IS FANTASTIC. 
 This dynamic prowess would all have 
come to naught, if the Stelvio didn't have a 
powertrain to be healthy. Fortuitously, the 
engine and transmission additionally hold up 
their ends of the good buy. There is a 
turbo-charged 2.0-litre petrol engine 
beneath the bonnet, sending its strength 

into the full-time all-wheel pressure system 
thru a very slick ZF eight-pace computerized 
gearbox. No manual transmission is on offer, 
but with an automated this exact, that's not 
genuinely a drawback at all.
 With 206 kW and 400 Nm available 
from just a faucet of your right foot, 
performance is sort of brisk for an outsized 
vehicle with such little engine. Following a 
small little bit of take-off lag, the Stelvio picks 
up its skirts to sprint past the 100 km/h 
marker in just 5.7 seconds, thanks to its top 
speed of 230 km/h. In-gear acceleration is 
equally impressive, with the gearbox keeping 
the engine operating within the fattest 
wedge of the facility band.
 With an official average of 7.0 l/100 
km, which we never came close to matching, 
fuel efficiency is about average for this class.
The importance of practicality is highlighted. 
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headlights and taillight, front grille and front 
bumper. This cohesive design has an 
uncluttered approach with the primary 
switchgear located in the centre and well 
within reach of the driver. The dark surfaces 
are only broken up by the blue accent cloth 
and silver trim pieces in the fascia and 
around the airvents. 

STYLE
The Baleno has short overhangs and 
supermini look to it. The rounded corners are 
offset by tasteful creases and pronounced 
wheel arches. The Baleno does not try to look 
overly sporty or racy and even in high-spec 
GLX trim is able to blend into traffic and not 
attract too much attention.

TECH FEATURES
7-inch infotainment system with Apple 
CarPlay and Android Auto
6 airbags (GLX trim)
LED headlights (GLX trim)
Reverse Camera (GLX trim)
configurable driver info display

  he Suzuki Baleno has   
  enjoyed great success locally  
  since its launch in 2016. The  
  model lineup was updated  
  with a facelift and   
  specification upgrade in 2019 
which saw the GLX model fitted with 
additional airbags and a new infotainment 
system to complement the new looks.
 The Baleno was selected as the 
model Toyota would use to relaunch the 
Starlet nameplate and both the Suzuki and 
Toyota offerings continue to be volume 
sellers. The Baleno is due for replacement in 
2022.

WHO IS THE SUZUKI BALENO A GOOD CAR 
FOR?
If you are looking for a B-segment compact 
hatchback with a respectable amount of 
luggage space, look no further than the 
Baleno. It offers you a big-car feel with 
commendable driving dynamics and 
creature comforts without breaking the 
bank.

IS THE SUZUKI BALENO A GOOD FIRST 
CAR?
While the Baleno offers excellent space for 
the money, first-time car owners need not 
worry about the size of the Suzuki. It remains 
compact in its packaging and easy to drive. 
The 4-speed automatic option is also 
available for those that still struggle with a 
manual gearbox. A reverse camera and Park 
Distance Control also help parking and 
manoeuvring. 

IS THE SUZUKI BALENO A GOOD FAMILY 
CAR?
The Baleno offers seating for 5 and has a 
complement of 6 airbags in GLX trim level. All 
models get ISOFIX mountings points in the 
outer rears. The boot measures in at 355-litres 
and is deep enough to take several suitcases 
and will easily house sporting equipment. 

IS THERE A HYBRID SUZUKI BALENO?
There is only a single power plant on offer in 
the Suzuki Baleno range, the 1.4-litre K14B 
that develops 68 kW and 130 Nm torque. It 
can do 0-100 km/h in 10.9-seconds in manual 
trim and will go on to a top speed of 175 km/h

WHAT’S IT LIKE TO DRIVE? 
Mature. Thats' probably the best way to 
describe how the Baleno drives. It's a 

C-segment offering at a B-segment price and 
it drives like the former as well. Solid controls 
with confidence-inspiring weighting and 
sure-footed handling prowess. The 
lightweight chassis responds well and the 
construction is devoid of rattles and squeaks. 
The Baleno punches well above its perceived 
weight-division and offers a sensible solution 
to motoring.

REVIEWER'S OPINION. 
As befits a car in this market segment, the 
Baleno is very easy to drive. The throttle 
mapping strikes a nice balance between 
response and smoothness, the clutch has a 
light action and smooth drive take-up, and 
the brakes are reasonably powerful yet 
progressive. The same applies to the steering, 
which is low on effort and linear in action, 
even though it is not very communicative in 
enthusiastic driving. 

WHAT IS THE SUZUKI BALENO LIKE 
INSIDE? 
The fluid design of the interior incorporates 
design elements seen on the exterior in the 

T
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 By Almot Maqolo
 HARARE – When it comes to ensuring the performance and 
longevity of your Mercedes-Benz vehicle, nothing is more important 
than visiting the country’s biggest vehicle distributing company 
ZIMOCO.
 At ZIMOCO, their luxury cars are renowned for their 
engineering and design. That is why when customers drive one of the 
new Mercedes-Benz cars off their lot, they expect that vehicle to run 
smoothly and efficiently for years to come.
 But, there’s something simple that every driver can do to 
extend their car’s lifespan: bring it to ZIMOCO for routine maintenance 
and repairs.
 ZIMOCO Aftersales Manager William Sibanda told this 
publication that they are running a Mercedes Benz service promo 
aimed at cushioning customers against the vagaries of parking your 
vehicle for a long period of time.
 The promotion which started on Monday 23rd May will end on 
the 15th of July 2022 or while stocks for participating models last.
 “The service promotion is about ZIMOCO giving something 
back to our valued customers who have supported us over the 
years,” he said.
 “It also gives them an opportunity to access the very best 
service for their vehicles at a more affordable price. After all the 
economic upheavals we’ve been facing there is no better time for 
this.”
 Generally all Mercedes Benz vehicles qualify from the C-Class 
to the S-Class sedans and from the GLA to the GLS SUV range.
The fact of the matter is that your Mercedes-Benz car or SUV is 
composed of dozens of small, hard-working parts. When you drive, 
these parts are constantly in motion or subject to friction, heat, and 
other extreme conditions. As a result, it’s common for auto parts to 
break or wear down
 ZIMOCO is well aware of the challenges facing its customers.
 “We have come from Covid-19 induced lockdowns straight 
into the global crisis from the Russia/Ukraine war and this has had 
quite a significant effect on everyone,” said Sibanda.

 “It has been difficult for many to keep up with service 
schedules which are all important in ensuring that their vehicles 
keep running optimally. Some vehicles have also been parked for 
extended periods and require servicing.”
 He said this promotion is a window for them to catch up on 
services which may be due or overdue.
 Clients are poised to get access to quality approved parts and 
technical expertise at a more affordable price. Literally, this means they 
can be assured that their vehicles are being fitted with quality 
approved parts by qualified and trained technicians.
 “They are also assured that services are being carried out 
according to Mercedes Benz guidelines and there are no shortcuts 
being taken. This ensures that their vehicles will have extended 
service life and better resale value with a ZIMOCO service record,” 
he said.

 Apart from that, customers will also access service measures 
which may be outstanding on their vehicles thereby ensuring their 
safety and comfort.
 “Mercedes Benz is undoubtedly the number one luxury 
vehicle brand globally and we believe our customers deserve to 
drive vehicles that perform according to Mercedes specification. 
We are also offering value added services such as a complete 
vehicle health check and diagnostic printout if required.”
 For those who need brake pads replaced, he added that the 
company is also running a special on high performance carbon 
ceramic brake pads.
 The services are being done at ZIMOCO’s Workington 
workshop at 24 Douglas Rd and at Borrowdale workshop at Sam Levy 
Village.
 It encouraged customers to book early to avoid 
disappointment.

Their workshops are at:
24 Douglas Road, Workington, Harare
TEL:    +263 242 754303-8 or +263 242 754201-4
MOBILE:  +263 772 130 257/9
EMAIL:  enquiries@zimoco.co.zw

Or 

Shop 111, Sam Levy's Village, Borrowdale, Harare
TEL:   +263 242 885729-30 or 885748-50
MOBILE:  +263 772 130 253
EMAIL:  enquiries@zimoco.co.zw
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US$259

US$265

US$280

US$263

US$308

US$280

US$340

C-Class

E-Class

S-Class

Mercedes ML

Mercedes GLE

Mercedes GL

Mercedes GLS

ZIMOCO are offering special pricing on the servicing of your Mercedes-Benz vehicle.
Keep your Mercedes-Benz running the way engineers intended by servicing your vehicle
with ZIMOCO, the only official distributor of Mercedes-Benz in Zimbabwe. 

US$372

US$413

US$443

US$460

US$533

US$480

US$560

Major Service fromMinor  Service from

*While Stock Lasts 
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accumulated over many years, enabling the 
driver to drive on any type of road in the world 
without tiring. The new Land Cruiser was 
launched worldwide in August 2021 and will 
launch throughout Africa in the last quarter 
of 2021 and the first quarter of 2022.  

  ince its launch in 1951, the  
  Land Cruiser has supported  
  the safety and security of its  
  owners and passengers, and  
  allowed people to go   
  anywhere and everywhere 
safely. In order to continue living up to its 

reputation, the new Land Cruiser has evolved, 
and now boasts improved reliability, 
durability, and off- road performance. 

The identity of the new Land Cruiser 300 
Series has been reshaped by merging 
cutting-edge technologies with technologies 

of approximately 10.6 million units, more than 
300,000 units per year, being cherished by 
customers in 170 countries and regions all 
over the world. 
 The Land Cruiser has been a strong 
partner contributing to safe and comfortable 
travel throughout the African continent.

 Launched in August 1951, the Land 
Cruiser was originally known as the "Toyota 
BJ," a four-wheel-drive vehicle equipped with 
a powerful engine. In the 70 years since, it has 
sought to deliver safety and security to a wide 
variety of customers. 
 All over the world, the Land Cruiser 
has supported lives, livelihoods, and more 

fulfilling lifestyles, and has promised to take 
people anywhere and everywhere with safety 
being the priority. Keeping with the Land 
Cruiser's essence of "reliability, durability, 
and off-road performance" which has been 
further evolved, based on the usage and 
voice of its global customers. The Land 
Cruiser sale have achieved a cumulative total 
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retained the same frame structure, and 
aligned it with the new GA-F platform, which 
is based on the TNGA philosophy. The 
vehicle's identity has also been reshaped by 
merging cutting-edge technologies with 
technologies accumulated over many years. 

 The new Land Cruiser 300 Series is a 
complete redesign of the outgoing 200 
Series, which launched in 2007. Its 
development objectives are: 

- Inheriting and evolving the Land 

Cruiser's essence of "reliability, durability, 
and off-road performance" - Creating a 
riding experience that enables the driver to 
drive with ease on any type of road around 
the     world without tiring easily 
 With these objectives in mind, Toyota 

����������������������	������������������������ ����������������������������������
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 The new Land Cruiser adopts an 
updated version of the traditional ladder 
frame. By utilizing the latest welding 
technologies, the high-rigidity (20% more 
rigid than the 200 Series) lightweight frame 
boasts improved collision safety 
performance, quietness, and ride quality. 

 The body combines an increased 
number of high-tensile steel plates with an 
aluminum bonnet, roof, and door panels; the 
power train has been moved 70 mm rearward 
and 28 mm downward. 

 These improvements have led to a 
significant reduction in body weight of 
approximately 200 kg, a lower center of 
gravity, and superior front-rear weight 
distribution. Together with an enhanced 
driving position, the new Land Cruiser 
delivers a ride more in tune with its driver's 
intentions. The reduction in body weight 
contributes to improving Land Cruiser's 
environmental performance. 

���	��������	��
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 REAR TORSEN® LSD 
 The new Land Cruiser is equipped 
with Torsen® Limited Slip Differential (LSD) 
to guarantee outstanding rear wheel 
traction. When turning and accelerating, the 
system optimally distributes drive torque 
according to the load experienced by the 
rear-left and rear-right wheels, so providing 
superb levels of control.
 When driving straight, the system 
responds quickly to changes in road 
conditions for improved stability. 
(Equipped as standard on the VX-R grade) 

 HYDRAULIC POWER STEERING 
WITH STEERING ACTUATOR 
 The new Land Cruiser combines a 
hydraulic power steering system capable of 
withstanding use in harsh environments with 
an electric steering actuator. 
 This not only enables the addition of 
steering support functions such as Lane 
Tracing Assist, but also delivers outstanding 
maneuverability at low speeds, reduced 
kickback while driving off-road, and a crisper 
steering feel. 
(Equipped as standard on the VX-R, GR 

Sport, and VX grades) 

 ELECTRONIC CONTROL BRAKE 
 The new Land Cruiser is fitted with an 
electronic control brake system that detects 
brake pedal input to generate optimal 
braking force via its hydraulic brakes and 
achieve more linear braking. 
(Equipped as standard on the VX-R, GR 
Sport, and VX grades) 

Other functions designed to improve 
steering stability and maneuverability 

 In line with its updated platform, the 
new Land Cruiser features a newly developed 
high-mount double-wishbone front and 
trailing-link rigid-axle rear suspension 
system. The position of the rear shock 
absorbers has been optimized for improved 
ride comfort and steering stability. 
 Modifying the location of the 
suspension arms has resulted in a stable 
body posture even when braking, while also 
improving wheel articulation―the ability of 
its tires to stay on the ground. These have led 
to superior off-road performance. 
 The vehicle uses a new Linear 
Solenoid Adaptive Variable Suspension (AVS) 
system, which controls shock absorbers' 
damping force independently for each wheel 
in response to road conditions and driver 
operation, for improved steering stability and 
ride comfort. 
(Equipped as standard on the VX-R and GR 
Sport grades) 
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 (1) MULTI TERRAIN SELECT 
 When driving off road, Multi Terrain 
Select provides support in road conditions in 
which it is easy to get stuck due to wheel 
spin, or it is easy to lose speed due to a lack of 
drive torque. Drivers can select one of six 
modes―Auto, Dirt, Sand, Mud, and 
Rock―and the system delivers guaranteed 
off-road performance through the automatic 
and integrated control of drive torque, 
suspension, and brake hydraulics. 
 The operational range of Multi Terrain 
Select has also been expanded to the 
high-range H4 mode, enabling it to be 
engaged in a wider range of off-road 
situations. In Auto mode, which assesses 
prevailing road conditions via a variety of 
sensor data and optimizes drive torque 
accordingly, the system delivers the 
appropriate off-road performance in line with 
the prevailing driving conditions, without the 

driver having to manually switch modes. 

 (2) MULTI TERRAIN MONITOR 
 Multi Terrain Monitor is a system that 
uses four cameras―positioned to the front, 
rear, and both sides of the vehicle ―to help 
the driver check conditions around the 
vehicle. The driver can switch between 
images captured by each of the four cameras, 
and so check road conditions in blind spots. 

 (3) 12.3-INCH DISPLAY (A   
 MANUFACTURER'S OPTION) WITH  
 OFF-ROAD DISPLAY FUNCTION 
 The new Land Cruiser comes with a 
dedicated off-road information display 
screen. By displaying inclinometer data, 
locking differential engagement, accelerator 
and brake work, and other information on a 
large screen, the driver can intuitively grasp 
the vehicle's situation. 
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 3.5-LITER V6 TWIN-TURBO DIESEL  
 ENGINE 
 The new Land Cruiser is available 
with a newly developed 3.5-liter V6 
twin-turbo diesel engine, with a maximum 
output of 305 kW (415 PS) and a maximum 
torque of 650 Nm. It combines the TNGA 
philosophy with the traditional reliability of 
the Land Cruiser. 
 The direct-injection 4-stroke diesel 
engine superior version with turbo (D-4ST) 
has a multi-hole direct injector, a longer 
stroke, and optimized valve angle positioning 
for high-speed combustion, and the 
high-efficiency twin-turbo delivers powerful 
torque at low speeds and outstanding 
supercharger response. 

 3.3-LITER V6 TWIN-TURBO DIESEL  
 ENGINE
 The 3.3-liter V6 twin-turbo diesel 

engine features various optimizations, such 
as to its piston combustion chambers, intake 
ports, and injectors. It combines a maximum 
output of 227 kW (309 PS) and a maximum 
torque of 700 Nm with outstanding fuel 
efficiency. From a driving perspective, the 
supercharger performance of the newly 
adopted variable- nozzle two-way twin-turbo 
promises thrilling acceleration in all manner 
of scenarios. The superb responsiveness of 
the single-turbo offers powerful acceleration 
at low speeds; at high speeds, the large 
intake volume of the twin-turbo contributes 
to smooth acceleration. 

 DIRECT SHIFT-10AT: MAXIMIZING  
 THE PERFORMANCE OF THE V6  
 TWIN-TURBO ENGINES 
 Lock-up is engaged at almost all 
speed ranges other than when starting to 
provide direct shift feel, while the use of 

10-speed automatic transmission results in 
both smaller gear steps and wider gear ratios. 
Consequently, the transmission offers a 
comfortable and rhythmical ride, better fuel 
efficiency at high speeds, and improved 
starting acceleration and off-road 
performance. 

 The Direct Shift-10AT also delivers 
drive torque characteristics and gear change 
timings optimized for diesel and diesel 
engines respectively. For diesel engines, the 
transmission provides a pleasing sense of 
acceleration that draws out relaxed torque 
characteristics even at high engine speeds; 
for diesel engines, it promises exciting torque 
even at low engine speeds. In this way, the 
Direct Shift-10AT guarantees instinctive and 
powerful acceleration for both diesel and 
diesel engines. 
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A USER-FRIENDLY INTERIOR
The interior of the new Land Cruiser is 
designed to provide a comfortable driving 
environment and promote smooth driving 
operations even in harsh off-road 
environments. Details are outlined below: 

 -  The upper part of the instrument 
panel is horizontal, to make it easier to assess 
body attitude even amid drastic changes in 
road surfaces. In addition, in order to make it 
easier to verify vehicle conditions even in 
harsh road conditions, the panel uses six 
needle meters, positioned so they can be 
checked intuitively: speed, rpm, fuel, water 
temperature, oil pressure, and voltage. 
 
 -  A single dial is used to select Drive 
Mode, Multi Terrain, Down Hill Assist Control, 
and Crawl Control. The dial is optimally 
positioned so that it can be operated while 
viewing the monitor. 

 -  Switches are grouped according to 

type: driving and drive torque systems; audio 
system; and air-conditioning system. The 
layout of the switches is designed to ensure 
they can be intuitively operated even when 
driving off-road. 

AN INTERIOR THAT BALANCES 
CONVENIENCE AND COMFORT 
Both the front and second row of seats 
feature comfortable heated seats and seat 
ventilation. (On the VX-R and GR Sport 
grades; on the VX grade, only the front seats) 
 -  The spacious and functional Center 
Console Box uses a two-sided opening 
structure, enabling it to be accessed from the 
driver's seat, the front-passenger's seat, and 
the rear seats. In addition, the interior is 
equipped with a cool box for chilling PET 
drinks bottles and other foods and beverages.

(Available as a manufacturer's option on 
all grades except the GX grade) 

 -  A high-resolution 12.3-inch 

widescreen touch display is available as a 
manufacturer's option on all grades except 
the GX grade. The display is capable of 
showing navigation, audio, air-conditioning, 
and off-road performance data in an easy to 
understand manner. 

 -  The vehicle can memorize up to 
three personalized vehicle settings―covering 
driving position, interior settings, and display 
settings―enabling multiple drivers to 
conveniently select their own settings 
preferences. 

 -  The vehicle features Hands-Free 
Back Door, which enables drivers carrying a 
Smart Key to automatically open and close 
the back door simply by placing their feet 
under the rear bumper.

(Equipped to the ZX grade as standard; 
available as a manufacturer's option on 
the VX grade) 

RETAINS TRADITIONAL OFF-ROAD 
MOBILITY AND PERFORMANCE 
The new Land Cruiser retains the same total 
length and wheelbase length, and the same 
approach angle, departure angle, and ramp 
breakover angle as the previous generation, 
and so inherits the 200 Series' ease of 
handling and off-road performance. 
 As far as the cabin is concerned, the 
front seats have been shifted rearward, and 
the structure and positioning of the second 
and third rows has been revised. This has led 
to improved interior comfort, expanded 
luggage space capacity, and superior 
collision safety performance. In particular, the 
third row of seats can be retracted into the 
floor to make luggage loading and unloading 
easier; stowing and unstowing of the seats is 
motorized. 

(Motorized seat stowing and unstowing is 
equipped as standard on the VX-R diesel, 

GR Sport diesel, and VX grades) 

AN EXTERIOR THAT COMBINES THE 
TOUGHNESS OF A GENUINE OFF-ROADER 
WITH A LEVEL OF SOPHISTICATION SUITED 
TO ADULTS 
The design of the new 300 Series focuses on 
delivering off-road performance: it follows in 
the footsteps of previous generations of 
station wagon-type Land Cruisers by locating 
the cabin rearward on the body; both the 
radiator grille and the headlights are 
positioned high-up; and the lower parts of 
both front and rear bumpers are shaped to 
avoid obstacles. 
 In addition, the incorporation of a 
large depression in the engine hood realizes 
improved collision safety performance and 
frontward visibility. A new exterior color, 
Precious White Pearl is also available.
(Available as a manufacturer's option on 
the VX-R and GR Sport grades) 
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GX-R VX VX-R GR-S

○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ● ●
● = Standard     ○ = Option     – = Not available
10 AT = 10 speed automatic transmission

Interior: Exterior: Safety:
2-Zone Auto Air Conditioner Colour painted front and rear bumpers Driver & Passenger Airbags (SRS)
Air cleaner with pre-cleaner Mud guards (front and rear)
Radio AM/FM, MP3, CD, DVD Side steps, aluminium Technical:
Multimedia touch screen 7" (17.78 cm) Outside mirrors elect adjustable & retractable, colour LED type main headlamps (low)
Reverse camera (back monitor) Roof rails Smart entry & Start system ("keyless" entry & start)
Bluetooth audio and hands-free Rear spoiler Push start system
6 speakers Spare tire under the vehicle with lock Rear differential lock
Auxiliary input USB Colour painted door handles Alloy wheels
Central cool box Front and rear parking sensors with voice Tyre dimensions 265/65R18 (71/2J Alumi)
Wireless power door lock Front and rear parking sensors on display Cruise control
Power windows (all) one touch up/down and auto jampro LED Daytime Running Lights 138L fuel tank capacity (dual 93+45)
Steering wheel controls, multi info, cruise control, audio & tele Power steering wheel
Leather steering wheel Safety: 4WD System
Tilt and telescopic steering adjustment ABS - Anti-lock Braking System Optitron gauge lightning
Illuminated entry system EBD - Electronic Brake force Distribution Overall width: 1.980 mm
Fabric seats, 7 seats, floor mats BA - Brake Assist Overall length: 4.950 - 5.115 mm
Moon roof with jam protection and remote control ATRC - Active Traction Control System Overall height: 1.905 - 1.945 mm
Electronic vertical driver seat adjust VSC - Vehicle Stability Control Min. ground clearance: 235 mm

TSC - Trailer Sway Control Min. turning radius (tyre): 5.9 m
Anti-Theft system immobilizer and alarm Min. turning radius (body): 6.3 m

Interior: Exterior: Technical:
4-Zone Auto Air Conditioner Front fog lamps (LED) BI-LED type main headlamps (low and high)
Rear climate controls Outside mirrors heated with memory DAC - Downhill Assist Control
Leather feel seats Acoustic windshield glass TA - Turn Assist
Electronic vertical driver and passenger seat adjust Crawl Control
Power tilt and telescopic steering adjustment AIM - AWD Integrated Management
Power back door (w/close & lock switch) Safety: Automatic high beam control
Leather steering wheel with wood imitation Side airbags (SRS) Headlamp cleaner
Wireless charger for mobile phones Curtain airbags (SRS) BSM - Blind Spot Monitoring System
Seat heater front ISOFIX points for child safety on rear outer seats Auto headlamp levelling, auto dynamic

Auto dimming rear view mirror (day/night)
Exterior: Technical: Tyre dimensions 265/65R18 (71/2J Alumi) High Gloss
LED Daytime Running Lights Welcome lightning system Rain sensor, automatic wipers control

Interior: Interior: Technical:
Multimedia touch screen 12.3" (31 cm) Seat heating for driver, passenger and 2nd row seats E-KDSS - Elect-kinetic Dynamic Suspension system
14 speakers, JBL sound system with navigation system Power seat adjustments with memory for driver Torque Sensing LSD
Door trim synthetic leather and with wood imitation Power seat adjustments for passenger Tyre dimensions 265/55 R20, alloy wheels
Ventilated seats for driver and passenger (climate) Kick sensor back door opening TEMS - Toyota Electronic Modulated Suspension
RSE - Rear Seat Entertainment system, dual HDMI audio jack AVS - Adaptive Variable Suspension System
Two built-in DVD players in the back with 11.6" monitors Integrated sport driving mode (5 Mode)
Two wireless headphones for Rear Seat Entertainment Exterior: Integrated sport driving mode (5 Mode)
Multi-Terrain monitor, 4 cameras (front, sides, back) & washer Side steps with illumination MTS - Multi-Terrain Select
Premium leather seats Mud guards full cover (only front) 93L Single Fuel Tank

Illuminated scuff plates Anti-teft with siren intusion and slat sensor

GR-S push start 265/65R18 GR-S GR-S Mud Guards
GR-S headrests FR & RR Differential Lock GR-S Grille and Bumper
New Stability Control Power Back Door W/Pre lock Sw (No kick sensor) GR-S Steering Wheel
GR-S Leather seats (with stitching) GR-S Smart Key Carbon front console and door trim

VX-R - on top of VX

EXTRAS

Metallic paint:

Leather pack:

GX-R - STANDARD GRADE

VX - on top of GX-R

GR-S on top of VX-R

For more information or order placement
Contact Toyota Zimbabwe on:
08677067067 or 08677000049
or visit www.toyota.co.zw  or 

67 Mutare Road . Msasa . Harare
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  he 375 kW variant of MAN's flagship truck received the  
  prestigious award in the semitrailer tractor category at  
  Italy's Ecomondo, one of Europe's leading trade fairs for  
  sustainable and regenerative circular economy. The   
  jury, which was made up of top international trade   
  journalists, praised the TGX 18.510 as being particularly 
fuel-saving, efficient, and environmentally friendly. The title is one of 
numerous international awards that MAN's new generation of trucks 
has already won since its market launch in February 2020, including 
the International Truck of the Year 2021 as well as design prizes such as 
the Red Dot Design and German Design Award.
 Championed as a frugal long-haul truck, the MAN TGX tractor 
unit mixes functionality with a hint of panache. It has a loyal following 
among drivers and bosses.

 Its reputation suffered with Euro-5 technical issues but MAN 
has gone some way to restoring faith with a strong, resolute and 
spacious Euro-6 truck.
 “The consistently positive feedback we have received for 
our new truck generation from customers, experts, and the public 
since its market launch makes us very proud and spurs us on to 
consistently continue on this path,” says Göran Nyberg, Executive 
Board Member for Sales and Customer Solutions at MAN Truck & Bus.
 The quality and efficiency standards have been raised due to 
the significant improvements the new generation of the MAN TGX has 
installed. Decreased fuel consumption is also a big benefit, and this is 

a result of refined aerodynamics which increase airflow to decrease 
drag. You will also feel extra comfortable in the newly designed 
functional cab, whether you are on the road or taking a 
much-deserved break.
 Since the release of the new MAN Truck generation, it has won 
many awards including the “Sustainable Truck, of the Year 2022,” 
and “International Truck of the Year 2021″ in its debut year.
 The MAN TGX was judged by a group of 25 international jurors, 
and they deemed the vehicle very advanced in terms of ride comfort, 
fuel efficiency, quality of work and living, safety, innovative services 
connectivity, and operating and display philosophy. Design 
professionals were also impressed with the design of the driver’s work 
area, stating that it was meticulously designed to be extremely 
practical.

 Reasons to buy:
 • Workmanlike
 • Respectable fuel economy
 • Spacious
 • Engines
 • Transmission
 • Cabs
 • Comfort and storage
 • Safety
 • Handling
 • Running costs

MAN TGX named
�����������������������������
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LiveWire Unveils S2 Del Mar 
Electric Motorcycle,���������
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  arley-Davidson and its LiveWire brand introduced   
  the S2 Del Mar today, a smaller, lighter, and less   
  expensive electric motorcycle than the LiveWire ONE.  
  The street-tracker is said to produce 80 hp and weigh  
  less than 440 lbs, yielding a 0-100km/h time of just 3.5  
  seconds. City range is said to be 100 miles, and 
highway range will be significantly lower.

 The S2 Del Mar was designed at LiveWire Labs in Mountain 
View, California, in the vicinity of Silicon Valley companies like Apple, 
Google, and Meta. It is built around a new, scalable “ARROW” 
architecture that uses a proprietary battery, motor, charging, and 
control systems. The powertrain serves as the central component of 
the chassis and is a modular design so it can be adapted to future 
models.

 LiveWire is set to bring advanced design, technical innovation, 
and engineering expertise to urban riding and beyond, with the 
all-electric S2 Del Mar motorcycle, the first LiveWire model to feature 
the new S2 ARROW architecture. The first 100 units will be built to 
order and serialized as Del Mar Launch Edition models, which can be 
reserved now at livewire.com for expected delivery in the spring of 
2023. 

 The 100 Del Mar Launch Edition models will feature an 
exclusive finish and wheel design and an MSRP of $17,699 in the USA. 
The production S2 Del Mar will deliver immediately after the launch 
edition, with a target MSRP of $15,000 USD in the USA.

 The S2 Del Mar features a targeted output of 80 horsepower 
(59.6 kW), and less than 440 pounds of weight, delivering projected 
0-to-60 mph times of 3.5 seconds or less. Del Mar range in city riding 
is targeted to be 160 kms. *
 “The S2 Del Mar model represents the next step in the 
evolution of the LiveWire brand,” said Jochen Zeitz, Chairman, 
President and CEO of Harley-Davidson. “The ARROW architecture 
underpinning the Del Mar, developed in-house at LiveWire Labs, 
demonstrates our ambition to lead in the EV space and establish 
LiveWire as the most desirable electric motorcycle brand in the 
world.”

 ADVANCED LIVEWIRE ARROW ARCHITECTURE
 LiveWire’s scalable ARROW architecture with proprietary 
battery, motor, charging, and control systems debuts on the Del Mar 
model and was designed at LiveWire Labs in Mountain View, 
California. The ARROW architecture is intended to be modular and 
serves as the central component of the motorcycle chassis.
 Del Mar is designed to offer its rider thrilling performance with 
a targeted output of 80 horsepower (59.6 kW), delivering projected 
0-to-100km/h times of 3.5 seconds. City range is expected to be 
200kgs. * The Del Mar model weight target is 200kgs or less.

 URBAN STREET TRACKER
 Del Mar presents a street-tracker stance on 19-inch front and 
rear wheels equipped with custom developed LiveWire Dunlop DT1 
tires equally capable on paved and dirt surfaces. The slim seat tops a 
short tail section. A tracker-style handlebar fronted by a thin fly screen 
places the rider in an upright position for a comfortable and 
controlled riding experience.

 LAUNCH EDITION MODEL
 Only the 100 examples of the Del Mar Launch Edition models 
will be made, featuring an exclusive finish and wheel design. The 
graphics and paint – in a choice of Jasper Gray or Comet Indigo – are 
applied by hand using a process that takes 5 days to complete. The 
design employs an opposing-fade, representing and celebrating both 
the exciting and soulful experiences of riding LiveWire electric 
motorcycles. 

 The intricate pattern of the 19-inch PCB cast-aluminum 
wheels evokes the dense patterning and framework found on printed 
circuit boards. The vaulted and tapered spoke design promotes lateral 
stiffness for enhanced handling performance, while also pushing the 
boundaries of casting technology.

H
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When you let 
strangers vote for 
your car of the year, 
you will feel hard 
done. Choose for 
yourself!

VOTE ONLINE
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WHICH CAR HAS THE BEST INFOTAINMENT SYSTEM?

SUZUKI VITARA
With its recent face-lift and introduction of turbo power, the mid- and 
high-spec Vitara received Suzuki’s 7-inch, colour Smart Linkage Display 
Audio touch screen system. It has smartphone integration through 
Android Auto and Apple CarPlay, and the screen displays the reverse 
camera image.
 The UX is elegant and simple to use, with boxy graphics befitting 
dirt-loving vehicles like the Jimny and Vitara. The only negative is the 
absence of a tactile volume button, but at least it is a permanent, 
off-screen touch ‘slider’ that is quite easy to use. It is mirrored by three 
on-screen buttons on the right-hand side, for voice commands, settings 
and Home. Buttons on the steering wheel can control some 
infotainment settings.
The system includes an SD slot, a USB port, Bluetooth connectivity for 
hands-free calls and voice control for many of the infotainment features. 
Rating: 3.5/5

HYUNDAI CRETA
The Creta uses an 8-inch colour touchscreen infotainment system. 
Featuring AM/FM, USB and Bluetooth connectivity for phone calls and 
audio streaming, the Creta does away with a CD player and AUX input, 
which is common these days.
 The menu is relatively simple to use with the main options 
shown down the sides, with colourful icons. While some functions are 
hidden away in seemingly illogical locations, you will figure it out for 
yourself soon enough.
 Below the screen is a row of tactile buttons for controls such as 
display, phone, track/station skip, media and band (AM/FM), while two 
rotary dials sit high up in either corner for volume, tuning, power and 
Enter. Steering-mounted buttons control a whole bunch of functions.
 The system in the Creta also offers optional navigation, which 
has to be activated with an SD card, at a cost of US$200 or so. This would 
be useful where cellphone coverage is not available. Like the Vitara 
above and the CX-3 below, it shows the area behind the car when it 
reverses.
 Expect a more contemporary design in the new Creta that is 
due next year.
Rating: 3.5/5

MAZDA CX-3
From the Dynamic grade and up, the CX-3 comes with MZD Connect, 
which uses a round, seven-way rotary controller, within easy reach of the 
driver’s left hand. Mazda is resisting the touch-screen trend, but you can 
still execute commands through touch on the 7-inch screen.
 Elements of the UX design look a little outdated, and not as slick 
as the new Mazda3’s display, but  it is an easy system to use. Similarly to 
BMW iDrive, the controller is used for scrolling, selecting and accessing 
shortcuts, through either turning it, pushing it horizontally or pressing 
the button on its ‘head’.
 While it lacks Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, it offers 
connectivity and music via USB, AUX, Bluetooth and a CD player. 
Steering mounted switchgear control audio and telephone functions. 
The Individual trim (and up) includes Bose sound and integrated 
satellite navigation.
Rating: 4/5

  ood infotainment is valued by motorists, as our lives  become increasingly digitised. Here we round up the  Suzuki Vitara,   
  Hyundai Creta and Mazda CX-3 for a quick information and entertainment shoot-out.
  Is a slick and simple infotainment system important to you when choosing a car? We compare the high-spec entertainment
  and information systems of the Suzuki Vitara, Hyundai Creta and Mazda CX-3, and then based on the findings, we choose a   
  winner. 

VERDICT
The Suzuki’s system is not quite the world’s best, but it is easy to use and does smartphone integration well. The Creta’s system shows its age, 
but has no serious draw-backs. The Mazda might not have mirrored phone integration, but you can still receive voice guidance through the 
speakers and it has built-in navigation. The fact that you do not have to reach towards the screen to control it, edges it towards victory.

G
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  uying a car is one of the biggest investments you will   
  make in your lifetime, usually second only to    
  purchasing a new home. But it is extremely important  
  to maintain your vehicle if you wish to have it in   
  excellent working condition for an extended period.
  A reputable garage will have trained mechanics on 
site ready to fully examine your car to ensure it will be in the right 
condition.
 Zimoco, the country’s biggest vehicle distributing company, 
has launched a Jeep Service Promotion which runs from today up to 
the end of June this year as part of cushioning customers from the 
challenging economic environment.
 The market is characterised by inflationary pressures and 
exchange volatility which have eroded incomes. On the other hand, 
the country’s roads are in bad shape which resulted in some cars 
being grounded as maintenance fees are a bit high.
 Majority of motorists continue to be duped by fly by night 
garages because of their lucrative service fees. However, their 
problems would remain unsolved after churning a large amount of 
money if the total calculated is enough to seek the services of 
reputable companies.
 Having your car regularly serviced helps to keep you safe on 
the road.
 Zimoco Aftersales Manager William Sibanda told this 
publication that the service promotion is about the company giving 
its customers an opportunity to access the very best service for their 
vehicles at a more affordable price.
 “We all need a break in the current season we are in as a 
country,” he said.
 The promotion is running from the 16th May 2002 until the 
30th of June 2022 or while stocks last.
 Cars which qualify for the promotion includes, generally all 
Jeep and Chrysler products qualify e.g Jeep Grand Cherokee, Jeep 
Cherokee, Jeep Compass, Dodge Nitro, Dodge Caliber, Dodge Journey 
and Chrysler 300C.
 Car service helps to keep your car in good condition and 
subsequently deter unwanted car problems. Regular car 
maintenance often includes an oil change, if necessary, fluid checks, 
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tire pressure checks, and brake inspections. Of late, the prices of the 
service kit have been beyond the reach of many.
 “We recognise that with what our customers have been 
facing, it has been difficult to keep up with service schedules 
which are all important in ensuring that their vehicles keep 
running optimally,” said Sibanda.
 “This promotion is a window for them to catch up on 
services which may be due or overdue.”
 The service promotion is a win-win situation between the 
company and customers.
“Our clients get access to quality approved parts and technical 
expertise at a more affordable price. This means they can be 
assured that their vehicles are being fitted with quality approved 
parts by qualified and trained technicians,” he said.
 “This ensures that these vehicles will have extended 
service life and better resale value with a ZIMOCO service record. 
As ZIMOCO we wish to see our valued customers continue to enjoy 
our brands, which are iconic vehicles the world over.”
 The services are being done at the company’s Workington 
workshop at 24 Douglas Rd and at Borrowdale workshop at Sam Levy 
Village.
 Services include, free diagnostic report, jeep diagnostic 
report, add value to your car with a Zimoco Service Record, free vehi-
cle health check and customer courtesy bus service from Douglas 
Road.

THEIR WORKSHOPS ARE AT:
24 Douglas Road, Workington, Harare
TEL:    +263 242 754303-8 or +263 242 754201-4
MOBILE :  +263 772 130 257/9
EMAIL:  enquiries@zimoco.co.zw

Or 

Shop 111, Sam Levy's Village, Borrowdale, Harare
TEL:   +263 242 885729-30 or 885748-50
MOBILE:  +263 772 130 253
EMAIL:  enquiries@zimoco.co.zw
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The all-new, second - generation Subaru BRZ has finally arrived. Delivering the same fun-to-drive 
spirit as the original, it now has more power, improved handling, and a sleeker design. When the 
original was revealed for the 2013 model year it became an instant classic, demonstrating how 
much fun a sports car can be even without massive power. Instead, the BRZ is all about handling, 

relying on its agility and low center of gravity to thrill its driver.
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leading edges of the tail-lamps, and a boot lid 
shaped like a ducktail to reduce drag.
 Inside, the Subaru BRZ’s 2+2 cabin 
features leather/Ultrasuede upholstery. The 
red double-stitching on the seats, gearshift 
boot, handbrake, and door panels set the 
tone for sporty driving backed up by a 7-inch 
TFT color display. Infotainment, meanwhile, is 
provided by an 8-inch capacitive touchscreen 
system with Apple CarPlay and Android Auto..
 The 2022 Subaru BRZ also has 
improved safety features including Steering 
Responsive Headlights (SRH), Subaru Rear 
Vehicle Detection (SRVD) which bundles 
blind spot detection, lane change assist, and 
rear cross traffic alert, and Reverse Automatic 
Braking (for the AT variant). The AT-variant 
also adds Subaru EyeSight 3.0 which has six 
functions: Pre-Collision Braking, Pre-Collision 
Throttle Management, Adaptive Cruise 
Control, Lane Departure Warning, Lane Sway 
Warning, and Lead Vehicle Start Alert.

PROS
Stiffer chassis should improve handling
More powerful flat-four engine
Folding second-row seats

CONS
Still no turbocharged engine
Manual transmission lacks driver-assist tech
Agricultural engine note

SPECIFICATIONS:
Engine: 4-Cyl 2.4 Liter BOXER
Trim: Premium (Manual) Coupe
Power: 228@7,000
Torque: 184@3,700
Number Of Cylinders: 4
Transmission: 6 Speed Manual and Auto
0-100:   6.3 on the Manual

WHAT’S NEW?
• The BRZ is fully redesigned for the  
 2022 model year
• Chassis stiffness and rigidity are  
 increased
• The flat-four engine becomes larger  
 and more powerful
• The exterior styling gets more   
 aggressive cues
• Features and technology are added  
 to the interior
• Subaru's EyeSight driver-assist suite  
 becomes available

  he new 2022 BRZ retains a  
  compact coupe form and  
  promises to improve on its  
  predecessor with even   
  sharper handling—plus a  
  useful increase in engine 
output. The 2022 Subaru BRZ is a fun driver's 
car that makes every corner a special 
occasion—perfect for those who do not want 
the slightly more affordable Ford Mustang's 
heavier feel.
 Subaru faced a challenge with the 
new 2022 BRZ: How could it improve on 
something already so much fun to drive?
 Hot rodding might help. Although 
the new BRZ does not get a turbocharger like 
many had hoped, it does aquire a larger 
naturally aspirated flat-four that makes more 
horsepower and torque. A six-speed manual 
is standard and a six-speed automatic is 
available, both driving the rear wheels 
through a limited-slip differential.
 Having been a finalist for Japan Car of 
the Year 2021-2022 and 2022 World 
Performance Car of the Year, the 2022 Subaru 
BRZ now has a 2.4-liter normally-aspirated 
flat-4 producing 237 horsepower and 250 Nm 
of torque.
 A 6-speed manual is standard, but 
the 6-speed automatic is now made quicker 
with an improved Sport mode. On both 
models, the throttle has been re-tuned for a 
more progressive acceleration, especially 
when cornering.
 Despite the larger engine and added 
power, the Subaru BRZ is only slightly heavier 
(up 10 kilograms) thanks to the extensive use 

of aluminum. The three-pedal Subaru BRZ 
accelerates from 0 to 100 km/h in just 6.3 
seconds, while the two-pedal version does 
the same feat in 6.8 seconds.
 The proportions are familiar, but the 
body is now longer (up 25 mm) and lower (10 
mm) than before. The wheelbase has been 
increased marginally (5 mm) with a widened 
rear track (10 mm). Larger wheels, upsized 
from 17- to 18-inches further improve 
handling.
 Helping the Subaru BRZ to cut 
through the air are front bumper ducts, front 
wheel-arch slits, and rear wheel-arch fins, 
along with less obvious aerodynamic 
elements that manage the airflow 
underneath the vehicle for optimal stability 
on the move. Completing the 
well-engineered aero package are side sill 
spoilers, small vortex-generating fins at the 

T
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When you trust the wrong mechanics,
you will still pay even after “repairs”.

info@drivus.co.zw
service@drivus.co.zw
www.drivus.co.zw

24-126 Corner Simon Mazorodze
& Manchester Road . Southerton
Harare . Zimbabwe

0778 144 072
0719 144 072
0772 917 708

Choose the right 
service specialists!

The quality of parts 
is the future of 
your vehicle.
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  he luxury full-size SUV segment has taken a leap  
  forward when it comes to these two humongous 7  
  seater German SUVs, Audi Q7 and BMW X7. Governing  
  the roads with heavy road presence and uncountable  
  bells and whistles on offer, this segment lets you be  
  proudly driven by a chauffeur or even quenches the 
occasional thirst of being behind the wheel.

 One of the most loved SUV in the world, the Audi Q7 is making 
a comeback in its BS6 avatar on February 3rd 2022, after being 
delayed because of the pandemic. It is being put up to high 
expectations in terms of its drivability, practicality and VFM quotient.
 BMW X7 being on the pricier side has been one of the most 
popular choices among the customers and we hope Audi Q7 holds up 
well.

 Both these full size 7 seater luxury SUVs are well known for their upfront stance garnished with massive grills giving them an aggressive 
look. The design perfections of both these German SUVs are unique in their own ways and are surely a head-turner.
 The BMW X7 being volumetrically larger than the Audi Q7 has a longer wheelbase and features more legroom on the inside but if an 
off-roading bug bites you, the Q7 does seem to have an edge in terms of increased ground clearance with better approach and departure 
angles.

T
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Quick Spec Comparison

Audi Q7 Vs BMW X7 - Dimensions and Capacity

DIMENSIONS

LENGTH (mm)

WIDTH (mm)

HEIGHT (mm)

GROUND CLEARANCE (mm)

WHEELBASE (mm)

TYRE SIZE

SEATING CAPACITY

AUDI Q7

5064

1970

1703

240

2999

255/55 R19

7

BMW X7

5151

2000

1805

221

3105

275/50 R20

7
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BMW X7

BMW X7

AUDI Q7

AUDI Q7

 Due to the implementation of BS6 emission norms, some 
countries will miss out on a turbocharged-diesel Q7 when compared 
to the BMW but isn't a deal-breaker considering the higher fuel prices 
today. The Q7 is at par with the X7's petrol engine in terms of the 
same peak power delivery and dominates in terms of torque that too 

in a lower RPM band which reflect the jaw-dropping refinement of 
the motor. Both the vehicles feature a highly capable AWD system 
with a driving mode selector system to distribute power between the 
front and the rear wheels as per the terrain.

 The German SUV duo don't fail to impress with their practical-
ity and comprehensive feature list on offer to bring a smile to your 
face, be it cosmetically or technologically.
 The Audi Q7 will be offered in two variants - Premium Plus 
and Technology featuring multiple driver aids that come in handy 
with spot-on ergonomics. These include fully adjustable dampers, 
Matrix LED headlights, Audi's virtual cockpit, 360: parking camera, 

Auto-Park assist and lane departure warning to name a few.
 The BMW X7 is currently offered as the xDrive 40i equipped 
with the M Sport Package and xDrive30d DPE Signature equipped 
with the Design Pure Excellence Package. All the modern features 
which are a class apart include Launch Control, adaptive dampers, 
BMW Laserlights, Panoramic 3-part glass roof, BMW Live Cockpit, 
Active Park Distance control and a Display Key with Touch panel.

Audi Q7 Vs BMW X7 - Powertrain Specs

Audi Q7 Vs BMW X7 - Features

ENGINE DISPLACEMENT (cc)

FUEL TYPE

ENGINE

POWER (hp @ rpm)

TORQUE (nm @ rpm)

TRANSMISSION

DRIVETRAIN

AUDI Q7

2995

PETROL

TFSI V6

340 hp @ 5200-6400 rpm

500 N-m @ 1370-4500 rpm

Torque Converter

Quattro AWD 

BMW X7

2993/2998

Petrol/Diesel

Twin Turbo 6 cylinder

340 hp @ 5500-6500 rpm/265 hp @ 4000 rpm

450 N-m @ 1500-5200 rpm/620 N-m @ 1500

8-Speed Steptronic

AWD



DRIVEtorque MAY 2022 | PAGE 30www.drivetorque.com

����������������������
A Shaky Driver

 In a face-off of these SUVs featuring a highly capable 
drivetrain and a decent spec-sheet, it makes us difficult to lean to the 
ends. However, these SUVs belong to a different price band but are 
comparable to be the 7 seaters offerings with a downpour of luxury.  
 The only deal breaker for the Audi Q7 can be the absence of a 
diesel motor which is something the rivals currently offer. Also, the 
Audi Q7 features an old school alloy wheel design which might be a 
shortcoming for some.

 So, what are your views on this Audi Q7 Vs BMW X7 
comparison? Do let us know through the comments section below. 
Join our DRIVEtorque Telegram and WhatsApp groups on 0777 322 
233 to know more about vehicles, conduct discussions on your 
favourite ride and much more! Also, you can subscribe to our Youtube 
channel for video content on the latest from the world of cars and 
motorcycles. Also, connect with us on Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter for more about vehicles!

  Most of us do drive cars nearly every day. However,  
  that does not always tell how skilled you are. If you  
  can relate to a couple of these indicators, that’s how  
  you may be shocked to discover that you are one bad  
  driver!

1. You have failed your road test more than 3 times.
We can understand the first and second time, but at least make the 
third time the charm. (In Zimbabwe we give you grace. Go to as 
many times or test stations where you secure your licence with 
honour and dignity)

2.  You do not stop at stop signs.
Contrary to popular belief, you cannot just slow down at stop signs. 
Iit says STOP.

3.  You get nervous when the light turns yellow. You often 
experience that uncertain sensation: stop, go, stop, go, STOP!

4.  You would prefer to close your eyes while in reverse.
Please put the backup camera to use, or get one.

5.  You take the long way just to avoid highways and main 
roads. Sometimes keeping it simple makes it easier.

6.  You scare your passengers often. Buckle up everyone!

7.  You are scared to drive after dark. Of mugging by lions, 
tigers, and robbers, oh my! Not really. Put on the headlights, you 
should be fine.

8.  You cant talk or listen to music during the drive. Fo-fo-fo-
cus Ariana Grande style.

9.  You will not drive in inclement weather. Or at least should 
not do that.  

10.  You are constantly getting beeped at by other drivers.
Signal your turns, please!

11.  You normally grip the wheel until your knuckles are 
white. If you are black? It literally looks like Edward Cullen is driving. 
Who is he?

12.  You do not use the brakes.
If you are a bad driver and you decide to go fast, you do not look 
cool. Even if you’re somehow confident in yourself, we on the road 
with you, we are not!

13.  You do not use the gas pedal. Speeding is one thing, but 
come on Grandpa!

14. You look one way, and assume no one else is coming the 
other way. This is a big one. We were taught as kids to look both 
ways when we cross the street. It is literally the SAME concept.
15. You make maneuvers you normally would not when someone 
else is in the car.

Quit the nonchalant, blasé attitude. We know your tricks.

16.  Your friends critique your driving skills. Sometimes it is 
playful and low key, but sometimes it is real and  high importance  
so take the hint seriously.

17.  Your license has been revoked until you are 21.
You just could not adhere to the rules for a couple years?

18.  The red light camera has caught you more than once.
Fooled once, it’s an honest mistake. Fooled twice, you’re only human. 
If you’re fooled three times, it’s gets pretty  embarrassing.    

19.  Your brand new car has numerous dents.
Yikes, it’s been a week! Gee weez !

20.  Someone has run up to your car and told you to FO! Or 
they have insulted your mother in the vernacular.
True story. Pedestrians are often expressively angry.

VERDICT

END

M
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▶ Fuel System – Electrical fuel injector  
 (common rail)
▶ Max. Output – 81kW@4,000rpm
▶ Max. Torque –     
 200Nm@1,500-3,500rpm
▶ Transmission – 6-speed manual  
 transmission
▶ Turning Radius – 5,9m
▶ Ground Clearance – 200mm
▶ Fuel Tank Capacity – 75L
▶ 16” steel wheels with same size spare  
 wheel
▶ ABS with EBD
▶ 3-spoke urethane steering wheel  
 with airbag
▶ Wide 2Din AM/FM CD Player
▶ Seat belt warning lamp (driver only)  
 and buzzer
▶ Front seats – sport type (separate  
 seats), needle punch floor carpets  
 with heel pad
▶ Fabric seats – dark grey colour
▶ Front 3P seatbelt with ELR x 2, with  
 pretensioner and force limiter (driver  
 and passenger)
▶ Floor console with lid, cup holder and  
 can-type ashtray
▶ 12v accessory socket in console box
▶ Power windows, drivers side auto  
 down
▶ Rear window with hot wire
▶ Front skid plate and floor under cover  
 (heavy duty)
▶ Step bumper
▶ High-mount stop lamp on rear gate
▶ USB port
▶ Rear fog lamp (drivers’ side)
▶ Manual air-conditioner
▶ Immobilizer (with key set)
▶ Keyless entry system
▶ Speed sensing auto door lock
▶ Centre door lock

  uilt to withstand whatever  
  hardships you may face. This  
  bakkie is built like a Hilux and  
  feels like one but offers more  
  yet it’s cheaper. Your traveling  
  partners will enjoy the huge 
storage capacity and durability, as well as the 
superb appearance and comfortable 
comfort. The sleek appearance also helps to 
achieve class-leading aerodynamics and a 
smooth, quiet ride. 

 PLENTY OF ROOM 
 Great looks paired with tough 
dependability. The large and well-reinforced 
cargo bed provides ample storage space.

 TOUGH SUSPENSION
 For great traction, the suspension 
combines double wishbones with coil springs 
and a stabilizer bar in front, as well as 
no-nonsense above-the-axle leaf springs in 

the rear. All passengers will enjoy a smooth 
and comfortable journey. 

 ENHANCED REAR SUSPENSION
 With rear suspension that can easily 
manage harsh and bumpy road surfaces, you 
may ride in comfort. The rear shock 
absorbers' diameter has been increased and 
the leaf springs have been optimized to 
provide a smooth ride and reduce vibration. 

 DESIGN THAT LASTS 
 A more solid engine compartment 
and a double striker in the hood safety 
system help to improve durability and safety 
in the front. The rear corners of the cargo bed 
are reinforced to disperse the force of contact 
when the load shifts and prevent damage to 
the side panels, such as cracks. 

▶ Engine Type – 2.5L Turbocharged  
 Direct Injection – Diesel 4x4

 With a Steed 5, the possibilities are 
endless. 
 Naturally, being a bakkie-obsessed 
nation, we require a workhorse capable of 
putting in long hours and completing tasks 
with confidence. That's exactly what the New 
Generation Steed 5 Single Cab will do, and 
more. With more tech-savvy improvements, 
basic safety measures, and a more distinctive 
look, get ready to escape, explore, and tackle 
any demands. You can count on the Steed 5 
Single Cab to arrive on the scene hungry for 
more, whether it's for delivery, business, a 
side hustle, or pleasure. Combining the 
convenience of a mobile office, the 
adaptability of an SUV, and the load capacity 
and capability of a true workhorse in one 
vehicle.

	������������������������������
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MITSUBISHI TRITON SINGLE CAB BAKKIE (AVAILABLE FROM ZIMOCO EX-STOCK)

GWM STEED 5 BAKKIE SPECIFICTATIONS (AVAILABLE FROM ZIMOCO EX STOCK)



DRIVEtorque MAY 2022 | PAGE 33www.drivetorque.com

openable sunroof for improved illumination, 
air circulation, and overall driving pleasure, as 
well as a clever UI and intelligent networking 
system.
▶ 17-inch aluminium rim wheels
▶ Bluetooth
▶ Hydraulic brake assist system
▶ Automatic door lock
▶ Vehicle Stability Control
▶ Rear Parking Sensors
▶ Dual Airbags
▶ Electric Windows
▶ Aircon
▶ Side Steps
▶ Shark Fin Antenna
▶ Guardrail
▶ Front USB port x 2
▶ Cruise Control

 It's wonderful to have a traveling 
companion who will accompany you on your 
journey. You'll take many adventures with the 
P-Series Commercial Single Cab, and when it 
comes to work, you can't beat this 
dependable workhorse.
 An appealing black inside with 
leather wrapped steering wheel, 3.5-inch 
color instrument cluster, and smart 
technology add to the comfort and 
convenience needed for your off-roading 
adventures. With increased load capacity, you 
can now easily transport any equipment, the 
latest "toys," and your trailer to finish the 
operation. 

 STANDARD PROTECTION. 
 Car safety is very important to reduce 

the occurrence of vehicle accidents and its 
consequences. Standard safety features on 
the GWM P-Series Commercial Single Cab 
include a hydraulic braking assist system 
(HBA), traction control system (ASR/TCS), 
collision automatic unlock function, and 
more. 

 SATISFACTION SPACE 
 The GWM P-Series Commercial 
Single cab is designed with a generous load 
capacity that is ready to transport it all, from 
internal space to tough external appearance. 

 DETAILS ARE EVERYTHING.
 This bakkie is a must-have for those 
who appreciate the little extras in a tough 
companion. This great workhorse features an 

interior that feels like a mobile office. With all 
the bells and whistles, as well as ample space, 
sit back and make those long drives seem 
short. You can rely on the changeable 
instrument cluster to brighten or dim the 
dashboard as the days move into nights. The 
manual 4-way adjustable front seats will 
keep you comfy for the duration of your 
travel.

 IT HAS A DNA OF SAFETY.
 Above all, the Steed 5 Single Cab 
prioritizes safety so you can focus on enjoying 
the road ahead. With a full complement of 
active and passive safety measures, each 
meticulously designed to keep you and your 
cargo safe in every situation. Dual front 
airbags deploy in the case of a collision, 
ensuring your and your passenger's safety. 
Parking Back Sensors (Only SX model) enable 
maximum visibility by monitoring and 
warning the driver of obstacles in the rear.
 In addition, ABS (Anti-lock Braking 
System) for enhanced braking on demand 
and higher stopping power. The EBS 

(Electronic Braking System) offers you the 
ideal brake management system, allowing 
you to easily navigate even the most difficult 
routes. From the minute you get on the road, 
the Speed-Sensitive Central Lock protects 
each passenger with sophisticated locking.
 
▶ Adjustable instrumental cluster  
 brightness
▶ Manual 4-way adjustable front seats
▶ Manual air conditioning
▶ Luxurious black trim
▶ Leather door trim panels
▶ Electronic height-adjustable   
 headlamps
▶ Radio AM/FM receiver with USB
▶ 2 Speakers
▶ Cabin Type Single Cab Engine 2.0L
▶ Diesel Maximum Power (kW/rpm)  
 110/4000
▶ Maximum Torque (Nm/rpm)   
 320/1400~2800
▶ Transmission 6MT
▶ Drivetrain 2WD 4WD

 When life calls for more, the Steed 5 
Single Cab delivers. The S workhorse model 
and the full-house SX model are two 
cutting-edge specification levels to choose 
from. Dual front airbags, ABS and EBD, power 
steering, radio AM/FM with USB, a 12V power 
outlet, and other innovative technologies are 
standard across the board. The adventurous 
full-spec SX model, on the other hand, comes 
with extra amenities like rear fog lamps, 
guard rails, leather steering wheel, 16" alloy 
wheels, leather seats, and rear park distance 
sensors, among other novelties. 
 Ready to go anywhere, anyhow 
 Responsive 2.0-liter diesel engine 
producing 110 kilowatt at 4,000 rpm. The 
torque is supplied earlier in the rev range 
@1,400rpm, increasing the engine power by 
5kW and 15Nm. With a 6-speed manual 
transmission, torque is rated at 
320Nm/1,400-2,800rpm. Drivetrain options 
include 2WD and 4WD.
 The Steed 5 Single Cab is ready to 
meet your demands with 110 kilowatts of 
powerful power and 320Nm of pure torque. 
The 2.0-litre diesel engine has the economy, 
acceleration, and responsiveness you'd 
expect from a powerful workhorse, and it's 
teamed with a 6-speed manual transmission 
to handle any journey, whether it's to the 
camping or the jobsite. 

 COMFORT
 The GWM Steed 5 Single Cab has an 

GWM P SERIES SINGLE CAB BAKKIE (AVAILABLE FROM ZIMOCO EX STOCK)
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Never complains about working conditions

Available
Ex-Stock

Engine Type: MIVEC DOHC Intercooled Turbo Diesel 

Fuel System: Common Rail Direct Injection

Max. Output: 133kW@3500rpm 

Max. Torque: 430Nm@2500rpm 

Transmission: 5-speed M/T 

Turning Radius: 5.9m 

Ground Clearance: 220mm 

Fuel Tank Capacity: 75litres

Fuel Consumption: 7.5L/100km (Combined Cycle)

Sam Levy’s Village Showroom:
Shop III, Borrowdale, Harare
Tel : (+263 242) 885 729/30, 885 744/45, 885 748/49/50
Email : Enquiries@zimoco.co.zw
Website : Www.zimoco.co.zw
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  itizens in rural communities of Tsholotsho are   
  stranded and unable to attend emergencies because  
  of the deplorable state of road networks and   
  shortages of buses. 
  Thembelani Ncube, a transport operator who plies the  
  Tsholotsho route indicated that  he has resorted to 
using a long meandering route to get to Tsholotsho. 
  “I use Solusi Road to try and skirt the dilapidated 
Nyamandlovu Road. This is very costly because I use a lot of fuel 
as compared to going direct to Tsholotsho. As a result, I have also 
have reduced trips to and fro  and I only only work on Saturday 
and Sunday,” he said.
  Ncube also indicated, at some point, Nkayi villagers 
neighbouring Tsholotsho were threatened with starvation as the 
department of social welfare vehicles failed to deliver maize to the 
district due to the bad state of Bulawayo-Nkayi Road. The road is not 
vehicle worthy.
  Senator Alice Dube from Tsholotsho confirmed the issue was 
a cause for concern and urged the government, during the questions 
and answer session in parliament on Thursday, to urgently address 
the plight faced by the rural communities. 
  Dube also indicated the transport situation has been 
worsened by the poor and deplorable state of the roads which has 
taken a long time to be fixed by the government. 
  Responding to Senator Dube’s questions, the Minister of 
Transport and Infrastructure Develop, Felix Mhona indicated the 
government was seized with the rehabilitation of the 
Bulawayo-Tsholotsho and Bulawayo-Nkayi roads in Matabeleland 
North which are in deplorable state for a very long time. 
  “A number of the roads in Matabeleland were not being 
rehabilitated for a long time and I want to thank our listening 
president who has said we must  go and rehabilitate those and as 
we speak, we have got about four roads that are very important 
emotional roads which we have undertaken in terms of 
rehabilitation,” he said. 
 
  “As I speak Bulawayo-Tsholotsho is being attended to 
now. My team is involved with rehabilitating 
Bulawayo-Tsholotsho, Nkayi just to mention a few. To indicate 
that the second republic is seized with the idea of rehabilitating 
roads and those that we have not started, we have done the 
procurement and we are completeted with the procurement.
  “So, I can assure the Honourable Senator that Tsholotsho 
we are coming, we might not do in terms of the numbers that we 
can expect, where we need to start now, even when we start on a 
five kilometre that we are doing now it doesn’t mean we will end 
on that strip only, but it is just the starting process. So, I want to 
assure you that this is what we are working on,” he added. 
 Meanwhile, the government recently sliced through the knot 
late last week with the kombi deal and bus charge deal to be finalised 
to address urban transport nightmares across the country, forgetting 
the rural communities. 
  “The issues to do with Zupco especially in the communities 
that we come from, several Zupco are earmarked within the 
cities. The president is not just taking in charge of cities where 
Zupco is plying those routes and the idea of inviting the private 
players we must commend and applaud our president after 
realising there was an outcry on transport provision,” Mhona said.

C
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HARARE – Delivery services can help your bakery business grow with the right system. 
Delivery is a more important part of bakery success today and bakeries need the right 
vehicle for the job.
This comes as leading bakery, Bakers Inn, received 50 Fuso brand commercial trucks 
from Zimoco, propelling it to deliver bread to all areas of the country.
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figure to 1 million loaves produced daily in the 
near future.
 There have been ongoing 
investments into capacity expansion and 
enhancement initiatives.

 CURRENTLY, Baker's Inn runs 256 
Trucks for their various operations which are 
gradually to be upgraded by the introduction 
of the new Fuso fleet.
 Baker's Inn is part of Innscor Africa 
Limited, which is one of the largest listed 

companies in Zimbabwe. Through its various 
operations, Baker's Inn produces 450 000 
loaves daily and distributes their products 
country wide. Depending on the availability 
of wheat supplies, the company plans to 
grow this already impressive production 

 THE FUSO 557136 is a 4 ton 3 seater, 
3.9 Litre (Direct Injection) diesel engine 
commercial truck of Japanese origin with 
multiple use applications which will become 
a capable work horse in the Baker's Inn 
Logistics Fleet. To further support the FUSO 
brand locally, ZIMOCO which is the official 
FUSO distributor provides full service back 
up, parts and warranty support.
 ZIMOCO is poised to leverage its 
many years' of experience in the commercial 
vehicle sales and aftersales arena to provide a 
strong support pillar not only to Baker's Inn 
Logistics but other organisations and 
individuals who entrust in the FUSO model 
for use in their businesses. Baker's Inn service 
depots countrywide are being upgraded and 
eventually accredited by Daimler Truck 
Southern Africa. Furthermore, technical and 
driver training is in process for 30 technicians 
for Bakers Inn by ZIMOCO / Daimler Trucks 
Southern Africa.

BENEFITS OF FUSO FE7-136 COMMERCIAL 
TRUCK
- Product carrying capacity of up to  
 4,000 loaves per truck
- Low maintenance requirement.
-  Safety Oriented Standard Features  
 such as seat belts, driver orientated  
 cabin design with ease of access to  
 storage spaces for better driver  
 attention.
- 100 Liter fuel tank reduces need for  
 regular refueling between deliveries.
- FUSO tried and tested durability and  
 dependability.

Here are the views of the companies
 ZIMOCO
 Zimoco chief executive officer Bob 
Crossely told this publication that they have 
been talking to Bakers Inn about supplying 
these vehicles for the last 5 years.
 “We have managed now to give 
them a better option for the delivery of 
their bread to all parts of the country,”

Zimoco does the sales and service.
“So we are there to support them. We will 
be operating in parts of the country which 
includes Mutare, Bulawayo and Harare 
and sorting out our trucks in their 

workshop to look after the vehicles when 
they are in operation.”

 BAKERS INN
 Chief operating officer Benjamin 
Mavros said the company has been looking 
for durable vehicles. There are so many 
durable vehicles out there the likes of Isuzu, 
Shacman and Man but unfortunately the 
company opted for FUSO.

“So we had to make a decision as a 
company and we have decided to go with 
Zimoco. We are confident that they can 
give us the best service and aftersales to 
support these trucks,” he said.
He said it is essential that we make sure that 
these vehicles can penetrate all the marginal 
areas of the country. Also to ensure that city 
dwellers get fresh bread every single day.
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 WHY FUSO?
 The cost of running per kilometer is 
the most economical that the company has 
seen so far. “So that was a very big driver in 
terms of our decision making and we hope 
that on the other hand Zimoco has the 
spares, expertise in the country to help 
support us.”

 COST OF TRUCKS
 There was no exact figure of how 
much each truck cost. However, the COO 
managed to reveal an estimate. “I currently 
can't disclose that because it's for our 
Finance Director and I can't recall exactly 
the figure that we spend,” he said. “I think 
the vehicles are in the region of US$20 000 
– US$30 000 a vehicle and we have been 
grateful that we manage to secure the 
funding to do that and let us hope that we 
continue to invest into the country.”

 POSSIBILITY OF ADDING MORE  
 FLEET
 The company hopes that the 
economy will grow as it is very much likely to 
invest more in these trucks. “But these are 
the first so we are going to see how it goes. 
We want to be conservative and steady 
and then hopefully in the near future we 
will be in a position to continue to add to 
our fleet,” he said.

 DAIMLER TRUCKS TRUCK   
 SOUTHERN AFRICA
 Chief executive officer Michael Dietz 
mentioned that the life span of these 
depends on the road infrastructure in a 
country they are operating in. Most of the 
country’s roads are in bad shape and it 
requires a car no to miss its service schedule.
Also weight is different depending on the 
operation.
 “Depends a little bit on to the 
infrastructure and for sure to the annual 
mileage normally in our Fuso customers 
hand buying these trucks is normal lies 
anywhere between 4 - 7 years,” he said.
 The company is taking care of 
engineering and assembling these trucks. 
Globally it is in charge of the wholesale 
business. It sells all these units to its exclusive 
partners into the markets they are doing the 
business. This is their business concept.
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  uying a tractor loader backhoe (TLB) is a big   
  investment, and you do not want to buy the wrong  
  equipment. Buying less power than you need  can be  
  disastrous, and buying more than you need is a  
  significant waste of money. How do you determine  
  what you need?

Start by answering a few questions:
▶ Is this for a commercial business or a hobby farm?
▶ Will you use the tractor for other purposes?
▶ For what jobs do you need the backhoe?
▶ How big is the job site?
▶ Is the job site level?
▶ Will you need to move between job sites?

WHAT’S YOUR PURPOSE? SMALL OR HOBBY FARM, COMMERCIAL 
BUSINESS, OR BIG AGRICULTURE?
When it comes to agricultural, residential, construction, and 
industrial workplaces, a backhoe loader is an extremely valuable and 
versatile piece of equipment. It is basically a tractor that features a 
large front-end bucket that can push, scoop, and level materials, and 
can also carry heavy loads. Located on the rear end, is a bucket 
designed for digging, which allows the backhoe to perform a variety 
of tasks. 
 You can buy an industrial tractor with loader and backhoe 

permanently attached, but unless you need to perform a single type 
of job, like construction excavation, we don’t recommend it. Most 
people need detachable implements for versatile operations.

 There are businesses that need a tractor for a single purpose. 
Cities and municipalities, for example, buy big heavy tractor loader 
backhoes with rubber tires and the capacity to load debris into a 
dump truck. One piece of equipment to perform a single job, over and 
over. The New Holland B95 is a good example, and a popular choice. 
 Before you decide, consider everything you might want to 
accomplish with your tractor. Will you need it to grade, till, plow, mow, 
clear land, water plants, move hay, blow snow…?
Unless you have a very specialized task in mind, the answer is 
probably yes to all of the above.  We shall start there, with a tractor 
and detachable implements.

WHAT ARE TRACTOR LOADER BACKHOES USED FOR?
Typical tractors with backhoe and loader attachments are perfect for 
medium-sized jobs; powerful enough to get the job done, but smaller 
than their industrial counterparts. They have the added attraction of 
sufficient speed to drive them on the roads to a job site – no need for 
a trailer for short distances. With a top speed of about 32 km/h. You 
will not be making any friends on two lane blacktops, but you will 
save the time and aggravation of loading and unloading a trailer. 

B
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YOU CAN USE A TLB:
On the farm – There are countless reasons you may need to dig on a 
farm. You might be laying pipes for an irrigation system, spreading 
gravel and grading a road, or leveling the foundation for a new 
outbuilding, and if you do not have TLB attachments, you shall wish 
you that you did. Always make sure you call relevant authorities 
before you dig to make sure you won’t hit any sub-terrain utility lines. 
This is absolutely crucial anywhere. We forget that we may cause 
major damage by just digging willy nilly without authority. 
Construction sites – TLBs come in handy for laying foundations, 
doing demolition work, and hauling materials.  
Landscaping projects – Excavation is a staple for landscapers. They 
need to dig and pile dirt to establish interesting levels, fill in low-lying 
areas or dig ponds, remove stumps, or spread gravel on paths or 
driveways. You can even use it to move boulders to exact spots to 
balance things out.

TRACTOR SIZE AND POWER
The size of the engine and the lift capacity are important. The tractor’s 
hydraulic horsepower determines the force and digging depth for the 
backhoe and loader. You need to check the specs carefully to be sure 
the tractor and implements are rated for the depth you need to dig 
and the weight you need to move.
 Kubota’s TLBs have a wide range of power. The largest 
backhoe loader, the M62 model, has 63 HP, while the smallest models 
start at 21.6 HP. The Kubota BX23S is the only sub-compact in 
Kubota’s current line-up that comes with a factory-installed backhoe, 
but on the larger models, one can be added. You can’t add a backhoe 
to a BX tractor that didn’t come with one from the factory.
 You need a machine with enough power, lifting capacity, and 
weight to perform the jobs you need done. You also need to consider 
the size of the equipment. Some jobs may require more compact 
equipment with a tighter turning radius. In that case, you may want 
to consider a skid steer instead of a TLB. If you are attempting to clear 
and grade land or dig a large pond, then the excavator or compact 
track loader would be a better choice than smaller TLB machines. 
They are designed for heavy excavation and are much more efficient 
at putting your land on “grade”. 

BACKHOE SPECS
Believe it or not, horsepower is not everything. It is important, but you 
also need to make sure you have the right backhoe for the job.
Digging Depth – The digging depth of backhoes vary by their size. 
Smaller backhoes can dig 2 to 3 metres deep, while other larger 
backhoes dig up to 4 to 5 metres deep.
Front Loader Bucket Width – Typically, the front bucket of a backhoe 
has smooth edges and sharp corners, making it easy to push through 

material. The width ranges from 48-96 inches, and is capable of 
carrying loads from 270 to 950 kgs 
Rear Bucket Width – Smaller 30cm-wide buckets, on average, have 
0.071 cubic metres of space and can haul 150kgs of material. Larger, 
152.4 cm-wide buckets can support 0.57 cubic metres and carry up to 
304 kgs. Keep in mind…if you are looking to dig stumps out of the 
ground, the less your bucket width is, the more power you will have 
ripping through the roots and soil. You can purchase several buckets 
of different sizes to do different tasks that require different widths.

Lifting Capability – The width of the front and rear buckets, and the 
amount of material they can carry are greatly significant for overall 
productivity. Knowing beforehand what you will be hauling is 
important when choosing the right equipment. 
Operating Weight – Lighter equipment will have minimal effect on 
the terrain you are working on. Jobs such as golf courses, require 
equipment that will not leave any trace behind. If leaving track marks 
in the ground is not an issue, larger equipment with heavier 
operating weight might be a better choice.

PUTTING IT TOGETHER
Your daily tasks dictate the size and power you need for your TLB. The 
bigger the job, the more tractor you need. If you have a one-time 
heavy need, it’s cheaper to rent, but if you’re doing heavy construction 
or have other considerations that require extra power every day, size 
up.
Here are some general rules of thumb. If you have a:
▶ Small family farm or hobby farm, and you’re working on solid, 
mostly level ground, a compact or sub-compact tractor with a loader 
and backhoe are perfect for most jobs. You’ll be able to dig shallow 
trenches, move loose materials like mulch and gravel, maintain your 
roads, pull small stumps, and perform dozens of other common tasks 
around your property.  
▶ Medium size or small commercial farm, and/or a property with 
more than gently rolling hills, you’ll need the extra weight and power 
of a compact TLB or utility tractor equipped with a loader and 
backhoe. For sloped (or soggy) properties, consider things like tires 
and weight distribution.
▶ Large commercial operations – big tractors for big jobs! The 
extra width and power of a big rig cuts down on trips across fields, 
and bigger bucket capacity reduces number of lifts. Anytime you can 
cut workload and time spent, it’s a win.

If you’re still confused about tractor loader backhoes, email 
motoring@drivetorque.com and we will connect you to our 
network of experts.
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There’s an easier way to

buy and sell
your cars online...FOR FREE!

▶ Lower cost for you

▶ Bigger audience for your ads

▶ Convenient and hassle-free

▶ Reduces overhead

▶ Greater Selection

▶ Better Prices

▶ Streamlined Buying Process

▶ Less Salesman Pressure 

www.ncarndla.com

WHY SELL ON NCARNDLA WHY BUY ON NCARNDLA
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Full page advert with editorial in 
DRIVEtorque publication

Advert on www.drivetorque.com 
for a month

Advert on DRIVEtorque Facebook 
page for a month

Advert on DRIVEtorque Instagram 
for a month

Product placement for 30 secs on 
DRIVEtorque motoring show on 
Star FM Zimbabwe

Free publicity on Star FM FB page 
with more than 430000 followers

This package includes This package includes

FullPage in DRIVEtorque publication

Segment Sponsorship on DRIVEtorque motoring show on Star FM

Sponsorship of DRIVEtorque motoring show on Star FM

1 minute Radio Advert 

You can choose part of a package or structure your own package according to your needs at a premium of 30%

Rates effective - 1 May 2022 Advertisers please contact Vanessa on: 

Mobile : 0774 074 939
Landline : 0242 850 957 / 870 030
Email :  motoring@drivetorque.com

400,000ZWL

55,000ZWL

55,000ZWL

55,000ZWL

83,000ZWL

GOLD
PACKAGE

660,000

Full page advert in DRIVEtorque 
publication

Advert on www.drivetorque.com 
for 2 weeks

Advert on DRIVEtorque Facebook 
page for 2 weeks 

Advert on DRIVEtorque 
Instagram for 2 weeks

Product placement for 15 secs on 
DRIVEtorque motoring show on 
Star FM Zimbabwe 

330,000ZWL

33,000ZWL

33,000ZWL

20,000ZWL

55,000ZWL

SILVER
PACKAGE

ADVERTISING
RATE CARD

THE BEST ADVERTISING PLATFORM FOR EXPOSURE FOR ALL BUSINESSES IN THE MOTORING INDUSTRY

ZWL
440,000

ZWL

 330,000ZWL
275,000ZWL

1,100,000ZWL
110,000ZWL

@DRIVEtorque       www.drivetorque.com

t
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Next issue - 30th of June 2022

Kick back and relax, we’ve got all the latest motoring news for you in one 
place. Subscribe now to receive a free monthly copy of the fastest 
growing online motoring e-magazine in Zim via Email or Whatsapp.

0778 729 988

motoring@drivetorque.com

www.drivetorque.com
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DRIVEtorque

@DRIVEtorque

@DRIVEtorque
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